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THE FAERIE QUEENE- 



CANTO VIL 

The RedcroJJe Knight is captive made. 

By Gyaunt proud oppreft : 
Prince Arthure meet^ with Una great'* 

ly with thofe newes dijireji* . 

I. 
What man fo wife, what earthly witt fo ware,^ 
As to difcry the crafty cunning traine, 
By which Deceipt doth malke in vifour faire, 
And call her coulours died deepein graine, 

L J. — -^ ■* fo ware,] Cautions. So, in II 

Tim, iv. 15. "Of whom be thou Ivare alfo/' Chaucer thus 
defcribes his Sergeant of the Lawe, ProL C. T* 311* 

" A Sergeant of the Lawe ware and wife/' Tot)D. 
I. 4. Jnd cajt her coulours died deepe in grainey"] The fame 
kind of imagery occurs in Stafford's Niobe, 2d, edit. l6ll, 
P. 2. p. 255 • The author is fpeaking of this monjlrous age 
" I yeeid to Heraclitus, and ioine teares with him ; to fee, if 
both wee can waih it cleane with weeping. But alas ! we can- 
not : for Sin hatk died it in grain ; and it will neuer change 
colour^ til it come to be try'd by the touch of fire.^' And 
thus Hamlet's mother, acknowledging her guilt to her fon, 
Manilety A. iii. S. iv. 

" Thou turn'ft mine eyes into my very foul ; 

" And there I fee fuch black and grained fpots^ 

" jiM will not leave their tindJ' Todd. 

yOL. III. B 



S T«E FAERIE QUEENE, BOOK t. 

To feeme like Truth, whofe (hape (he well 

can faine. 
And fitting geftures to her purpofe frames 
The guiltleffe man with guile to entertaine ? 
Great maiftrefle of her art was that falfe 
Dame, 
The falfe Dueffa, cloked with Fideflaes name. 

Who when, returning from the drery Nigllt, 
She found not in that perilous Hous of Pryde, 
Where Ihe had left, the noble Redcrofle 

Knight, 
Her hoped pray ; (he would no lenger byde. 
But forth (he went to feeke him far and wide. 

, Ere long ihe fownd, whereas he wearie fatei 
To reft him felfe, foreby a fountaine fyde^ 

. Difarmed all of yron-coted plate ; 

And by his fide his fteed the grafly forage ate, 

III. 

Jlee feedes upon the cooling ftiade, and bayes 
His fweatie forehead in the breathing wynd. 
Which through the. trembling leaves full 

gently playes, 
Wherein the chearefuU birds of fundry kynd 



III. 1. Hee feedes upon the cooling Jhade,] That is, 6f0oy9* 
§o Virgil, uE«. iii. 339. 

" Quid puer Afcaniiis ? fuperatne, et vefdtwr axfras f' 
So the ancient books read, and not aurd :. And does he /eeit 
npoti the vital air ? Again, St. 22. 

" Why do ye longeryied OB loathed light.*' Upxok* 
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Doe chaunt fweet mufick, to delight his 

mynd : 
The Witch approching gaii him fayrely greet, 
And with reproch of carelelhes unkynd 
Upbrayd, for leaving her in place unmeet, 
With fowle words tempring faire, foure gall with 

hony fweet, 

IV. 

Unkindnefle paft, they gaii of folace treat. 
And bathe in pleafaunce of the ioyous fhade, 
Which fliielded them againft the boyling heat. 
And, with greene boughes decking a gloomy 

glade. 
About the fountaine like a girlond made ; 
Whofe bubbling wave did ever frefhly well, 
Ne ever would through fervent fommer fade : 
The facred nymph, which therein wont to 

dwell. 

Was out of Dianes favor, as it then befell. 

V. . 
The caufe was this : One d^ty, when Phoebe fayre 
With all her band was following the chace. 
This nymph, quite tyr'd with heat of fcorching 

. ayre, 
Satt downe to reft in middeft of the race : 
The goddeffe wroth gan fowly her difgrace, 



IV. 3. — -^ — '^ the hoyltag heat^] In like manner 

h^ calls the burning fands pf Arable and Ynd^ " the boylifig 
fcads/' F. Q. i. vi. 35. Todd. 

' B 2 
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A nd badd the waters^ which from her did flow, 
Be fuch as (he her felfe was then in place. 

, Thenceforth her waters wexed dull and flow ; 

And all, that drinke thereof, do faint and feeble 

grow. 

VI. 
Hereof this gentle Knight unweeting was ; 

And, lying downe upon the fandie graile, 

Dronke of the fl;reame, as cleare as chriftall 

glas: 
Eftfoones his manly forces gan to fayle, 
And mightie fl:rong was turnd to feeble frayle. 
His chaunged powres at firfl; themfelves not 

felt; 
. Till crudled cold his corage gan aflayle, 
And cheareful blood infayntnes chill did melt, 
^yhich, like a fever fit, through all his bodie 

fwelt. 



V. 8. Thenceforth her xvaters wexed dull andjlow; 

And all, that drinke thereof, do faint and feeble grow J] 
This metamorphofis is exadily after the O vidian drain ; and 
the wonderful effeds of this water are agreeable to what natural 
philofophers relate of fome ftreams. See what the commen- 
tators have cited on the following verfes of Ov. Met, xv._3J7. 
*' Quodque magis mirum, funt, qui non corpora tantum, 
" Veriim animos etiam valeant mutare, liquores : 
. ^' Cui non audita eft obfcenie Salmacis unda, 
^' iEthiopefque lacus ? quos fi quis faucibus haufit, 
" Aut furit, aut miiiini patitur gravitate fopo rem." 
A fountain of like nature is mentioned in Taflb, C. xiv. 7^» 

Upton. 

VI. 2. — the fandie graile,] Some particles, 

or gravel. Grele from gracilis. See Menage, and note oh 
F, Q. ii. X. 53, Upton. 
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VII. 

Yet goodly court he made ftill to his Dame, 
Pourd out in loofneffe on the grafly groM^nd, 
Both careleffe of his health, and of his fame : 
Till at the laft he heard a dreadfull fownd. 
Which through the wood loud bellowing did 

rebownd. 
That all the earth for terror feemd to (hake. 
And #ees did tremble. Th' Elfe, therewith 

aflownd, 
Upftarted lightly from his loofer Make, 
And his\inready weapons gan in hand to take. 

VIII. 

But ere he could his armour on him djght. 
Or gett his fhield, his monftrous enimy 
AVith fturdie fteps came ftalking in his fight, 
And hideous Geaunt, horrible and hye, 

% 

VII. 8. — — r — hU loofer Make,] Mah here figni- 

fies companion.. See »lfo Jftanza xv. So Chaucer, p. 537$ ver. 
57- edit. Urr. 

— : — " Every falfe man hath SiMake.'* Church. 

VIII. 2. ' bis monjtrom enimy 

With jhirdie fteps came ftalking in his fight ^ 
An hideous Geatmt, horrible and %e,] The pi6lur- 
efque image of this monilrous giant appears, as the poet in- 
tended it (hould, terrible and vaft ; the very meafure of the 
verfe, and the iteration of the letters, contributing no fmall 
ihare in this defcription — With fturdie fteps came ftalking — 
Homer defcribes the warrior, fuuep ptQana, So Milton of 
Satan, Par. Lo/?, B. vi. 109. 

*^ Satan, with vaft and haughtie ftride^ advanced, 

** Came towering — " 
But Milton has a pafTage nearer ftill to our poet, whom both 
in the expreftion, and in the iteration of the letters, he plainly 
imitates, Par, Loft^ B. ii. 676. 

b3 
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That with his tallnefle feemd to threat the 

Ikye; 
The ground eke grofted under him for dreed : 
"His living like faw never living eye, 
Ne durft behold ; his ftature did exceed 
The hight of three the talleft fonnes of mortall 
feed, 

IX. 

The greateft Earth his {incoiith mother was^ 
And bluftring jEoIus his boafted fyre ; 
Who with his breath, which through the world 

doth pas, 
Her hollow womb did fecretly infpyre, 
Ari#fild her hidden caves with ftormie yre, 
That ftie conceivM ; and trebling thq dew time, 

'4' 

» , , » 1 .- • • 

*' The monfter moving onward came a3 fail 
' " With horrid flrides ; Hell trembled as he ilrode.** 
So Spenfer, 

" The ground eke groned under hhn for dread." 
And Homer, who led the way^ II. f, \%. 

IX, 1, The greateft Earth his vncouth mother was^] Hefiod 
fays the giants were born of Heaven and Earth, and calls this 
brood TnEPH<l>ANA TEKNA. Hyginus, nearer ftill to our pur- 
pofe, " Ex iEthere & Terra Superbia :'' vfhich anfwers to this 
Giant's name Orgoglio. Ital. Orgoglio, GalL Orgueil, The 
etymology of which, according to Menage isj ofyduy titmeo. 
And to this etyniology Spenfer feems to allude when he fays, 
Pteft up with winde ; and likewife by fo elegantly departing 
from the ancient mythologifts, who make Pride the offspring 
of Heaven and Earth; ior Mther in Hyginus is Heaven^ 
Whether Spenfer interprets Hyginus, and the mythologifts, 
light, is not now the queftion ; 'tis fufficient if he has applied 
them to his purpofe ; and has a6ted the poet, not the fervile 
iwitator, Upton, 
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In which the wombes of wemen do cxpjre. 
Brought forth this monflrous mafie of earthly 
flyme, 
Puft up with emptie wynd^ and fild with finfoll 
cryme/ 

X. 

So growen great, through arrogant delight 
Of th^ high defcent whereof he was yborne. 
And through prefumption of his matchleiTe 

might, 
AU other powres and knighthood he did 

fcorne. 
Such now he marchetii to this man forlorne. 
And left to loiTe ; his iialking fteps are ftayde 
Upon a fnaggy oke, which he had tome 
Out of his mothers bowelles, and it made 
His mortall mace, wherewith his foemen he dif^ 

mayde. 

XL 

That, when the Knight he fpyde, he gan at}- 
vaunce 
With huge force and inf6pporfeble mayne. 
And towardes him with dreadfull fu ry praunce ; 

Who hapleffe, and eke hopeleffe, all in vaine 

■ ■' ... 

IX. 7. do expyre,] That is, Jmd forti, 

or bring forth. Lat. ex^ro. So. it is ufed in F. Q. iv. i, 54. 

Church. 

X. 6. '• — ' his ftalking ftepi are fiayde 

Upon a fnaggy okcy] In the romance of Bevii tf 
Hampton, a giant ufes the fame fupporter : 

" His ilaffe was a young oake.'* Todd» 

B 4 
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. Did to him pace fad hattaile to darray ne, 
Difarmd, dil'grafte, and inwardly difmayde; 
i\jid pke fo faint in every ioynt and vayne. 
Through that firaile fountain, which him feeble 
made, 
That fcarfely could he weeld his bootleffe fmgle 
blade, 

XII. 

The Geaunt ftrooke fo maynly mercileflfe. 

That could have overthrow ne a ftpny towre ; 

And, were not heverily grace that did him 

blefle. 

He had beene pouldred all, as thin ag flowre ; 

But he was wary of that deadly ftowre, • 

And lightly lept from underneath the blow? 

Yet fo exceeding was the villeins powre. 

That with the winde it did him overthrow. 

And all his fences ftoond, that Hill he lay full low* 

xiii, 

As when that divelifh yron engln, wrought 

XI. 6. -z — : difgrafte,] That is, difqlutfy dpb^uched. 

See ft. 51. Church. 

XII. 4. pouldred] Beaten to dufi^ Fr. pouldrer. 

See Cotsrave's Did. And ft. xiy. And note on pouldred, F. Q. 
iii. ii. 25. Todd* 

XIII. I. As when that di\e\i^ f/r on engm,] This expreffion he 
bad from Ariofto,. C. xi. 23, " La machina infernal.*' So in Q. ix, 

*^ O maladetto,. O abbominoi'p ordigno, 
f* Che fabbricato nei tartareo fo|:^dQ 
" Fofti per man di Belzebft maligno — " / . . 
Jlence Milton, fpeaking of this devilifli enginrj' ; 

" Such implements of mifchief, as Ihall dafh 
■• To pieces, and o'e^whelm whatever ftands 
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In deepeft heH, and framd by Furies fkill, 
With wind J nitre and quick. fulphur fraught. 
And ramd with bollet rownd, ordaind to kill, 
' Conceiveth fyre ; the heavens it dath fill 
. With thqndriug noyfe, and all the ayre doth 
choke, 
That none can breath, nor fee, nor heare at 

will, i 

Through fmouldry cloiid of dufkifh ftincking 
fmoke ; 
That th* only breath him daunts, who hath efcapt 
. the ftrofce. 

So daunted when the Oeaunt faw the Knight, 
His heavie hand he heaved up on hye, 
Aad bin} to diift thqught to have battred 
quight, 

" Adverfe, that they fhall fear we have difarm'd ^ , 
** The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt.'' 
Raphael, then addreffing Adam^ tells him ; 

— — " Haply, of thy race 

, ^' In future days, if malice fhould abound, 
** Some one intent on mifchief, or infpired 
^* With deoilijh machinaiicn, might devife 
** Like ifijtrument to plague the fons of men." UpToii'* 
XIII. 9. That th* only hreatk] So, in F» Q. v. xL 30. 
" As if the onelif found — " 
Again, vi, vii, 31. 

" That with the onely twinckle of her 6ye — '* 
And, in his Hymne of Hmvenlie Love: . . 

" And with his anely breath them blew away •— '* 
Milton too, Par, Loji, B. v. 5. 

— ** which the only found 

" Of leaves and fuming rills, &c." 
Only fignifies alom. See Dr. Newton's note. CHuac% 
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Untill Duefla loudUo him gan crye ; 
*' Q great Orgoglio, greateft under fkye, 
O ! hold thy mortall haxnl for Ladies fake ; 
Hold for my fake, and doe him not to dye. 
But vanquifht thine eternall bondflave make. 
And me, thy worthy meed, unto thy leman 
take." 

XV, 

He hearkned, and did ftay from further harmes. 
To gayne fo goodly guerdon as fhe fpake : 
So willingly fhe came into his armes. 
Who* her as willingly to grace did take. 
And was poflefled of his newfound Make. 
Then up he fooke the flombred fencelefle 

corfe; 
And, ere he could out of his fwowne awake. 
Him to his caftle brought with hailie forfe. 
And in a dongeon deepe him threw without re-^ 

morfe. 

XVI. 

From that day forth Duefla was his deare, 

XIV. 7. — doe him not to dye,] So Chaucer, 

tiom. R. 1061. 

"■ " And doen to die 

" Thefe lofengeours, with her flatterie/' 
The inilances of this expreflion are innumerable, both in 
Chaucer, and in our author. This is, Je lui feral mourivy Fu 
Tar olio morire, Ital. T. Warton. 

XVI. 1 . From that day forth Dueffa &c.] This defcription 
of DueiTa magnilicently arrayed, clothed in purple, having a 
cup in her hand, fitting on a Dragon who had feven heads, 
and who threw down the ftars with his tail, is taken from th» 
Apocalj/pfey ch. xii. and ch. xvii, Jo&TXii;, 
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And highly honourd in hid haughtie eye : 
He gave her gold and purple pall to weare, 
And triple crowne fet on' her head full hye. 
And her endowd with royall maieftye : 
Then, for to make her dreaded more of men^ 
And peoples hartes with aWfuU terror tye^ 
A monftrous Beaft ybredd in filthy fen 
He chofe, which he had kept long time in dark* 

. fom.den. 

XVil. 
Such one it wals, as that renowmed fnake 
Which gr^at Alcides in Streitiona liew, 



r He 'has plainly likewife Daniel m view, cb. vii. 7, when he 

relates of the beaft in ft. 18, 

^ And underneath his Jilthy feet did tread 
The facred things 






Anj/ron hreft^ and back of fcaly bras/' Uptok. 

XVI. 5. And Iter endoxod with royall nmiejlye:] Now the 
.icomplete whore, " She faith in hejr heart I Jit u queenJ' Rev. 
xviii. 7. Upton. 

XVII. 2. Which great Alcides in Stremona/eto,] Strymon 
is a city and a river in Thrace, and fometimes ufed for Thrace 
itfelf : 'tis ufual for Spenfer, as well as other writers, to ufe 
proper names in the oblique cafes : Now as Thrace was re- 
markable for its feditions, and facred to the ravaging god of 
war ; the Hydra, foftered in Lerne, (the proper emblem of 
fedition,) might well be faid to have made its abode in Thrace. 
— " Strymtmis impia ftagna," Statins Theb. ix. 435. 

Some perhaps may think that Spenfer has confounded the 
places of Hercules's labours; or, inftead of Amymone, that 
either he, or fome romance-writer whom he might follow, 
wrote Strymone corruptediy. This fnake ufed to harbour «r«f» 
T«s «p»jya« rn? AMYMnNHr, Apollod. p. 102, where this adven- 
ture of Hercules is related. But the above-mentioned allegory 
and allufton is agreeable to Spenfer's manner of adding to, or 
departing from, the ancient mythology, juft as ferves the fchemd 
of bis f^iry tale. Upton. 
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Long foftred in the filjth of Lefna lake : 
Whofe many heades out-^budding ever new 
Did breed him endlefle labor to fi^bdew. 
But this fame Monfter much more ugly was ; 

; For feven great heads out of his body ^ grew. 
An yron broft, • and back of fcaly bras. 

And ^11 embrewd in blood his eyes di(l (bine 
as glas. ; i 

XVIII. 

His tayle was ftretched out in wondrous length, 
That to the hous of hevenly gpds it raught ; 
And with extorted powre, ?ind borrow'd 

ftrength, 
The everburning lamps from thence it braught. 
And prowdly threw to ground, as things of 

naught; 
And underneath his filthy feet did tread 
The facred thinges, and holy heaftes fore* 

taught. 

XVII. 8. ■ . — and hack of fcaly bras, 

And all embrewd in blood his eyes didjhine asglas,J 
This is the ufual defcription of dragons in romance. Thus, in 
Bevis of Hampton : 

"His fcales [were] bright as the glafle, 

" And hard they were as any brafle.'' Todd. 

XVIII. ?• • holy heajles foretaught.] Mr. 

Upton reads, contrary to all the editions except that of Ton- 
fon's in 17 5S, for taught ; which, he fays, it ought to be, as 
lignifying " mifinterpreted, wrongly and wickedly taught the 
commandments of God ;" the word being compounded of for 
and taught ; for, in compofition, fometimes giving the word an 
ill fenfe : See his Gloffary. 

But though ybr and ybre are frequently confounded in com- 
pofition, we may here qoxxMqx foretaught as a participle (and 
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Upon this dreadful! Bead with fevenfold 
head 
He fett the falfe Duefla, for more aw and dread. 

XIX. 

The wofuU Dwarfe, which faw his Maifters fell, 

(Whiles he had keeping of his grafing fteed,) 

And valiant Knight become a caytive thrall ; 

When all was paft, tooke up his f6rlorne 
weed ; 

His mightie armour, miffing moft at need ; 

His filver (hield, now idle, maifterlefle ; 

His poy nant fpeare, that many made to bleed ; 

The rueful moniments of heavineffe ; 
And with them all departes, to tell his great 
diftrefle. 

of a very different fignification) agreeing with heajies or com* 
mandments ; and then th^ word may not feem, to have been 
mifprintedy as Mr. Upton would affirm. It is the contemptuous 
behaviour of the beail which is here defchbed ; he defpifes 
alike " the facred things, and the holy heailes forttaughtj* 
i.-e. the divine precepts htfort taught : Thefe, which liad been 
long reverenced, and were aforetime inculcated, it is in cha* 
rader for him to infult, and metaphorically to tread under his 
feet. Todd. 

XIX. 4. « his f6rlome xoeed;] Here foriornt 

is accented on the firil fyllable. So it feems to be in ft. 43. 
See alfo F. Q. i, i. 9, i. iii. 43, i. vi. 22, &c. But on the 
fecond fylliable, F. Q. i, vii. l6, ii. i. 22, &c. Shakfpeare 
has alfo accented the word on the firft fyllable, JFir^ Part 
K. Hm. VI. A, i. S. ii. 

" Now for the honour of thefSrlorn French." 
But, in other places, on the fecond. Todd. 

XIX. 6. His fihoer fhield, nom idle,] Hence Milton, ii^ 
iiis Ode Nativ. v. 55. 

*^ The idle fpear vmdjhield were high up hung.'' 

Todd. 
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XX. 

He had not travaild long, when on the way 
He wofuU Lady, wofuU Una, met 
Faft flying from that Paynims greedy pray, 
Whileft Satyrane him from purfuit did let : 
Who when her eyes Ihe on the Dwarf had fet, 
And faw the fignes that deadly tydinges 

fpake. 
She fell to ground for forrowfull regret. 
And lively breath her fad breft did forfake ; 

Yet might her pitteous hart be feen to pant and 
quake. 

XXI. 

The meflenger of fo unhappie newes 

Would faine have dyde; dead was his hart 

within; 
Yet outwardly fome little comfort fliewes : 
At laft, recovering hart, he does begin 
To rub her temples^ and to chaufe her chin, 
And'cverie tender part does tofle and turne : 
So hardly he the flitted life does win 

XX. 3. — ; the Paynims] Sansloy's. Tie is 

probably Spenfer's own corredion. The firft edition reads 
ikaty which the quarto of 1751, and Mr* Church, adopt. Th^ 
fecond edition reads the^ which every other fubfequent im- 
preflion follows. Todd. 

XXI. 2. dead was his hart, within ;] This is 

a phrafe in Scripture* I Sam. xxv. 37- Speaking of Nabal, 
^* His heart died within him ^ and he became as & ftone.'' Upton. 

XXI. 5. ■ — to chaufe Aer chin,] Her face. 

^is a hard matter to find fo many rhymes, and. fo much goo4 
fenfe, both together. However Hor^c« \ifes mento for thefae^, 
L. ii. 04» 7* yer. 12. Uptok. 



CANTO VII. THE FAERIE QUEENS. 15 

Unto her native prifon to retourne. 
Then gins her grieved ghoft thus to lament and 
mourne : 

XXIL 

^* Ye dreary inftruments of dolefull fight. 
That doe this deadly fpe6fcacle behold. 
Why doe ye lengerfe^ on loathed light. 
Or liking find to gaze on earthly mould, 
Sith cruell fetes the carefiiU threds unfould. 
The which my life and love together tyde ? 
Now let the ftony dart of fenceleffe Cold 
Perce to my hart, and pas through everie 
fide; 

And let eternall night fo fad fight fro me hyde. 

XXIII. 

O lightfome Day, the lampe of higheft love, 
Firft made by hifh mens wandrifig wayes to 

guyde, 
When Darkneffe he in deepeft dongeon drove; 
Henceforth thy hated face for ever hyde. 
And fhut up heavens windowes fliy ning wyde : 



XXII. 7. finceleffe Cold] Cold, I ap- 

preheady is here reprefented as a perfon ; as likewife iu (laoza 
xxxix. Church. 

XXII. 9. fo fadr fight] Sight is omitted in the 

firft edition, but fupplied in the fecond. Church. 

XXIII. 3. IVhen Darkneffe he in deepeji dongeon drove;"] 
Darknefs is a perfon. He feems to have in view ManiliuSi 
I# L 126. 

" Mundumque enixa nitentem, 

** f ugit ia infetn^ Caligo pulfa tenebras.'' U?tok« 



M 
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For earthly fight can nought but forrow breeds 

And late repentance, which ihall long abyde. 

Mine eyes no more on vanitie Ihall feed, 

But, feeled up with death, (hall have their deadly 

meed/* . ' 

XXIV; 

Then downe againe (he fell unto the ground ; 
But he her quickly reared up againe: 
Thrife did (he (inke adowne in deadly fwownd. 
And thrife he her revived with bu(ie paine. 
At laft when Life recovered had the raine, 
And pver-wreftled his ftrong Enimy, 
With foltring tong, and trembling everie 

vaine, 
" Tell on,"' quoth (lie, " the wofuU tragedy. 

The which thefe reliques fad prefent unto mine 

eye : 

Xxv. 

** Tempeftuo'us Fortune hath fpent all her fpight. 

And thrilling Sorrow throwne his utmoft dart : 

Thy fad tong cannot tell more heavy plight 

Then that I feele, and harbour in mine hart : 

XXIV. 6. ■ ' Enimy,] Death, Life and 

Death are here reprefented as perfons ; fo are Sorrow and 
Fortune in the next (lanza. Chukch. 

XXIV. 9. 1'he which thefe reliques ia^ prefent nnto mine eye :] 
Pointing to the armour of the Redcrofle Knight; and here let 
me not pafs over the great art of our poet in preferring his 
allegory to the eftablifhed rules of chivalry : every conqueror 
feized on the arms of the conquered as his lawful prey, and 
as trophies of honour. But what has this Man of Sin to do 
wHh Chriftian panoply ? See above ft. 19. Upton. * 
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Who hath endurM the whole, can beare ech 

part. 

If death it be ; it is not the firft wound. 

That launched hath my bt«ft with bleeding 

fmart. 

Begin, and end the bitter baleful! ftound; 

If lefle then that I feare, more favour I have 

found/' 

XXVL 

Then gan the Dwarfe the whole difcourfe de- 
clare; 
, The fubtile traines of Archimago old j 
The wanton loves of falfe Fidefla fayre, 
Bought with the blood of vanquifht Paynim 

bold ; 
The wretched Payre transformd to tr^en 

mould ; 

The Houfeof Pryde, and perilles round about; 

The combat, which he with Sansioy did hould ; 

The lucklefle conflict with the Gy^unt ftout. 

Wherein captiv'd, of life or death he Hood in 

doubt. 

XXVII. 

She heard with patience all unto the end ; 
And drove to maifter forrowfuU affay. 
Which greater grew, the more (he did contend, 

XXVI. 9. of lift or death he flood in doubt.] That 

is, the Dwarf was doubtful whether the RedcroiFe Kuight was 
yet living. Church. 

TOL. III. C 
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And almoft r^it her tender hart in ttinay ; 
And love frefti coles unto her fire did lay : 
For greater love, the greater is the lofle. 
Was never Lady loved dearer day 
Then flie did love the Knight of the Red- 
croifie ; 
For whofe deare fake fo many troubles her did 
toffe, 

XXVIII. 

At laft when fervent forrow flaked was. 
She up arofe, refolving him to find 
Alive or dead ; and forward forth doth pas, 
All as the Dwarfe the way to her aflynd : 
And evermore^ in con^^ant carefoll mind,. 
She fedd her wound with frefli renewed bale : 
Long toft with ^ ftormesy and bet with bitter 

wind. 
High over hills, and lowe adowne the dale. 

She wandred many a wood, and mieafiutl many 
a vale. 

XXVII. 7. JFas never Jjidy loved dearer day] Spenfer hds 
many pleonailical exprelTions ; day feems here abuodant : No 
Lady loved any one dearer^ than Una loved the Redcroffe 
Knight, " Abraham defired to fee my day, i. e. me." John viii. 
56, PfaL cii. 2. "In the day when I call," t. e. wlien I calli 
Trov, xxiv. 10. " In the day of adverfity," i. e. in adverfity* 
Eccl, vii. 14. " In the day of profperity," «. e. in profperity. 
Homer, Od. f, 323. ^aXw* ifAop, dies feroituHs^ i. e. fergitus* 
Schol. Ik^Qv ifjLaf ii ^7v»a. Soe F. Q. ii. xii. 74-. 

" See — in fpringing floure the image of thy day :" 
h e, thy'own image. Again, i. viii. 43. 

" Whole prefence I have lackt too long a day,*^ 
i. e, too long^ Upton. 
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XXIX. 

At laft (he chaunced by good hap to meet 
A goodly Knight, faire marching by the way,. 
Together with his Squyre, arayed meet : 
His gUtterand armour Ihined far away, 
Like glauncing hght of Phoebus brighteft ray; 
From top to toe no place appeared bare, 
That deadly dint of fteele endanger may : 
Athwart his breft a bauldrick brave he ware. 

That ihind, like twinkling flars, with ftones 
moft pretious rare : 

XXX. 

And, in the midft thereof^ one pretious ftone 
Of wondrous worth, and eke of wondrous 

mights, 
Shapt Uke a Ladies head, exceeding ihone. 



XXIX. 1. At lafijhe chaunced hf good hap to meet 

A goodly Knight^'l This is the firft time that 
the tiritoii Prince makes his appearance ; and, that his image 
might well be impreffed on the reader's mind, he is defcribed 
at large, and takes up nine whole flanzas. Sublimity and gran- 
deur require room to (hew themfelves, and to expatiate at 
large. And this is exadly after the manner of the great Gre- 
cian mafter, who often paints his heroes at full length. See 
likewife the magnificent figure he makes ! for he is Magnid^ 
cence itfelf. He is attended with a Squire ; like the Khichta 
in romance writers : Not fo the Chriftian Knight ; he arid tJna 
bave only a Dwarf betwixt them to carry their needments. 

Upton. 

XXIX. 4. Jhined] See the note onjhyned, F. Q. 

i. iv. 10, and the ninth line of this flanza. Todd. 

XXX. 1. And, in the midfi thereof, one pretious ^one — 

Shapt like a Ladies head,] Prince Arthur's 
annour was made by the fage Merlin. The baldrick or belt, was 
the ufual ornament of heroes, VLrg. ^». ix. 359. " 'Aurea 

c 2 
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Like Hefperus emongft the leffer lights, 
And ftrove for to amaze the weaker fights : 
Thereby his mortall blade jEiiU comely hong 
In yvory fheath, ycarv'd with curious flights, 
Whofe hilts were burniflit gold ; and handle 
ftrong 
Of mother perle ; and buckled with a golden 



tong. 



XXXI. 

His haughtie helmet, horrid all with gold. 



buUis cingula." That beautiful baldrick of Pallas, fo fatal to 
Turnus, is well known. But, among the p'retious flones which 
brnamented this belt, there was one in the midft, Jhapt like a 
Ladies head : raec^niug the Faerie Queene ; by whom every 
one knows who is reprefented. — Spenfer departs from Jeffry of 
Monmouth, and the romance hiftory of Prince Arthur ; and 
indeed from all the ftories of our old Englifli writers, in many 
of the circumftances relating to this Britifti prince, that he 
might make a hero for his poem, and not a poem for hi» 
liero. They tell you that his fliield was named Pridwen ; hia 
fword Caliburn or Excalibur (Spenfer, Mordurcy) and his fpear 
Roan, They fay likewife that on Arthur's Ihield was painted 
the image of the Virgin Mary. Upton. 

XXXI. I. ^— horrid all idth gold,'] This is- 

very poetical. So Virg. J5J«. xii. 87. 

" Ipfe dehinc auro fquahntem alboque orichalco 

" Circuradat loricam humeris." 
.And Taflb, C. xv. 48. 

" Inalza d' oro fquallido {(\MQ,mQiQ 

^* Le crefte, e*l capo — " 
And Milton, Par. Lq^, B. v. 356. 

'^ When their retinue long 

'' Of horfes led, and groomes befmeard with gold, 

" Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape." ' 
Spenfer had Virgil, or Taflb, in view where the latter dcfcnbes 
the Soldan's helmet, C. ix. 25. 

" Porta il Soldan sil I'elmo horrido, e graude 
, ^' Serpe^ che ii diiunga; e'l collo fnoda, 
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Both glorious brightneffe and great terrour 

bredd : 
For all the cfeft a dragon did enfold 
With greedie pawes, and over all did fpredd 
His golden winges; his dreadfiiU hideous 

hedd, 
Clofe couched on the bever, ffeemd to throw 
From flaming mouth bright fparckles fiery 

redd, 
That fuddeine horrour to faint hartes did 

fliow; 
And fcaly tayle was ftretcht adowne his back 

full low. 

XXXII. 

Upon the top of all his loftie creft, 

A bounch of heares difcolourd diverfly. 
With fprincled pearle and gold full richly 
dreft, 

" Svl le zampe s'inalza, e Tali fpande, 
" E piega in arco la forcuta coda. 
" . Par che tre lingue vibri, e cbe fuor mande 
** Livida fpuma, e che '1 fuo fifchio s'oda, 
" Et hor, ch' arde la pugna, anch' ei s' infiamma 
" Nel moto, e fumo verla infiene, e fiamma." 
And Taffo plainly copies Virgil, JEn, vii. 785, &c. UpTOlf. 

XXXI. 3. For aU the creji &c.] Such was the creft of 
Prince Arthur's father, Uther, who was therefore called Pen* 
dragon. Pen^ in Welch, fignifies a head. Church. 

XXXII. 2. Ji bounch of heares difcolourd diverjly,] This 
verfe he has had before C. ii. St. 11. He could not better it, 
therefore he does not alter it ; and in this he follows Homer. 

The ancient crefts were of feathers or of horfes hair : Virgil 
defcribes Tumus wearing a golden helmet with crimfon plumes^ 
JEn, ix. 49, " Crift^ue tegit galea aurea rubr^." Upton, 

C3 
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Did (hakej and feemd to daunce for ioUity ; 
Like to an almond tree ymounted hye 
On top of greene Selinis all alone, 
With blofibms brave bedecked daintily ; 
Whofe ter^der locks do tremble every one 
At everie little breath, that under heaven is 
blowne. 



XXXIL 6, Selims] It fhould rather be Sclinm, " Palmofa 
Selinus" Virg. .En. iii. 705 ; a town in Cilicia, fo named, But 
Spenfer feldom takes a proper name without altering it. The 
fimiie of the almond tree is exceeding elegant, and mvich after 
tlie caft pf that admired image in Homer, 11. p'. 51, &c. 

Upton. 
I was furprifed, fays Mr. Steevens, " to find this much and 
juftly celebrated limile inferted almoll word for word in Mar- - 
low's tragedy of Tawburlaine, The earlieft edition of the 
Faerie Queene was publilhed in 1590, and Tamhurlaine had been 
reprefented in or before the year 1588, as appears from the 
preface to Ferimedes ike Blackjmth, by Robert Greene. The 
firil copy, however, that I meet with, is ia 15^0, and the next 
in 1593." Shakfpeare, vol. ix. p. 90. edit. 1793. 

There is, however, little reafon, 1 think, to fuppofe Spenfer 
the plagiarifl. Spenfer had finiflied this part of the Faerie 
Queene before the ailing of Tamhurlaine ; the fecond book of 
this poem is ahfolutely quoted in a little volume, entitled The 
Orcadian Rketori/ce, by Abraham Fraunce, which was entered 
on the Stationers Books, ^une 11, 1588. See Sign. E. 3. where 
a part of ftanza 35, canto 4, book the fecond, is accurately 
cited. Spenfer's poem, .we may fuppofe, had been handed 
about in manufcript ; Marlow perhaps had feen it, and, like 
Bayes, entered this admirable fimile into his book of Drama 
common-places ; and, by leaving out a few words, or putting in 
others of his own, the bufmefs was done ! — I fubjoin the fimile^ 
as cited by Mr. Steevens, from the bluftering Tamburlaine : 
" Like to an almond-tree ymounted high 
, " Upon the Ipfty and celeftiaj mount 
" Of ever-green Selinis, quaintly depk'd 
** With bloom more bright than Erycina's brows ; 
" Whofe tender bloflbms tremble every one 
" At every little breath from heaven is blown." Todd« 
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XXXIII. 

His warlike fhield all clofely cover'd was, 
Ne might of mortall eye be ever feene ; 
Not made of (leele, nor of enduring bras, 
(Such earthly mettals foon confumed beene,) 
But all of diamond perfe6l pure and cleene 
It framed was, one mafly 6ntire mould, 
Hew'n out of adamant rocke with engines 

keene. 
That point of fpeare it never percen could, 

Ne dint of direful! fword divide the fubftapce 
would. 

XXXIV. 

The fame to wight he never wont difclofe, 

XXXIII. 5, pure and cleene] Mr. Upton 

propofes to re&d Jheene indead of cleene. But if this alteration 
is neceiTary here, is it not likewife equally fo in the following 
verfes, F. Q. i. i. 58. 

" And that bright towre all built of cryftall cleene/' 
Agsun, i. ix. 4. 

• " the river Dee, as filver cUene** — 

And, in Sonnet 45. 

" Leave lady in your glaffe of cryftal cleene f* 
Haiington, in a tranilation of an epigram of James I. on Sir 
Philip Sidney's death, ufes clean as an epithet to Venus's 
carknet, i. e. necklace. See his Notes on Orl. Fur. B. S7' 

" She threw away her rings and carknet cleene/' 
In Chaucer clean is attributed to fun-beams, Tr. and Cr, 
b. 5. v» 9. 

' " The golden treffid Phoebus high on lofte 

" Thryis had with his bemis clene 

" The fnowis molte." 
The printed copies read clere. But the poet manifeftly wrote 
c^e, to make out the rhyme with grene, and quene ; and 
clene is the reading in a manufcript o( Troilus and Crejiday 
formerly belonging to Sir H. Spelman. T. Warton. 
XXXIV. 1. The fame to xoight &c.] In his defcription of 

c 4 
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But whenas monfters huge he would difmay. 
Or daunt unequall armies of his foes, 
Or when the flying heavens he would afFr^^y : 
For fo exceeding (hone his gliftring ray. 
That Phcebus golden face it did attaint. 
As when a cloud his beames doth over-lay ; 
And lilver Cynthia wexed pale and faynt. 
As when her face is ftaynd with magicke arts 
conftraint. 



this fhield, he feems to have had in view the ^gis of Jupiter 
and Minerva, //. p'. 593 &c. See alfo Valerius Flaccus, L. vi. 
396 et feq. What he fays of frightening the heavens y &c. is in 
the ftyle of Statius, Theb, vii. 45. 

*V Lseditur adverfuii^ Phaebi jubar, ipfaque fedem 
" Lux timet, et dirus contrijiat Jidera fulgor." 
And Theb, vi. 665. 

" Qualis Briftpniis clipeus Mavortis in arvis 
" Luce mala Pangaja feni, folemque refulgens 
*f Territat—'* 
When he fays that Prince Arthur was too brave to make ufe 
of his fliield uncovered, unlefs upon extraordinary occajions^ he 
feems to have had Perfeus in view. Ovid, Met, v, 177, 
** Verum ubi virtutem turbae fuccumbere vidit, 
** "Auxilium, ferfeug, quoaiam fic cogitis ipfi, 
" Dixit, ab hofle petam : vultus avertite veftros, 
" Si quis amicus adeft : et Gorgonis extulit ora." 

JORTIV. 

This is rather the fliield of Atlanta, Orl. Fur. C. ii. ft. 55. 

D'un bello drappo di feta avea coperto 

Lo fcudo in braccio il cavalier celefte. 

Come ayeil'e, non fo, tanto fofferto 

Di tenerlo nafcoilo in qwella vefte ; 

Ch' immantinente, che lo moftra aperto, 

Forza e chj '1 mira abbarbagliato refte, 

E cada, come corpo morto cade." T. Wart on. 
XXXIV. 7. Js xohen a cloud &c.] See F. Q. vii. vi. 16. 
This opinion of the ancients is well exprefled in Far, Lqfi, B. 
ii» 662, &CC, Ciiuiicii. 
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XXXV. 

No magicke arts hereof had any might, 

Nor bloody wordes of bold Enchaunters call ; 
But all that was not fach as feemd in fight 
Before that (hield did fade, and faddeine fell : 
And, when him lift the rafkall routes ap- 
pall, 
Men into ftones therewith he could tranfmew. 
And ftones to duft, and duft to nought at all ; 
And, when him lift the prouder lookes fubdew, 
He would them gazing blind, or turnq to other 
hew. 

XXXVI. 

l^e let it feeme that credence this exceedes ; 
For he, that made the fame, was knowne 

right well 
To have done much more admirable deedes : 
It Merlin was, which whylome did excell 
All living wightes in might of magicke fpell : 
Both ftiield, and fword, and armour all he 

wrought 
For this young Prince, when firft to armes 

befell; 
But, when he dyde, the Faery Queene it 

brought 
To Faerie lond ; where yet it may be feene, if 

fought. 

XXXVII. 

A gentle youth, his dearely loved Squire, 



S6 THE FAERIE QU£ENE« BOOK U 

His fpeare of heben wood behind him bare^ 
"Whofe harmeful head, thrife heated in the fire. 
Had riven many a breft with pikefaead Iquare ; 
A goodly perfon ; and could menage feire 
His ftubborne fteed with curbed canon bitt. 
Who under him did trample as the aire, 
And chauft, that any on his backjpfbouldiitit; 
The yron rowels into frothy fome he bitt. 

XXXVIII. 

Whenas this Knight nigh to the Lady drew, 
With lovely court he gan her entertaine ; 



XXXVII. 2. His fpeare of heben tvood] Prince Arthur's 
fpear was made of the hl<Kk ehon^ wooc^, fays Spenier. Jeffry of 
Monmouth, and the romance writer of the life of prince Arthur, 
tell us the name of his fpear was called Homt ; from its tawny, 
blackifh cafl ; which comes from liavuSy ravanuSy rovano, roanoy 
roan, Upton. 

• XXXVII. 6. ■-' with curbed canon] The cwum is 

that part of a horfe-bitt which is let into the mouth. 

Church. 

. XXXVII. 7. did trample as the mrey\ The firft 

edition reads ambhy which the edition of 1751 and Mr. Church 
follow ; and Mr. Church remarks that ^' the ambling of a horfe 
well reprefents the undulation of the air.'' But trample^ the 
reading of the fecond edition, was mod probably, as Mr. Upton 
©bferves, Spenfer's corredion. " He never," fays the indig- 
nant critick, '' fet his honoured Squire upon an ambling nag ; 
but trampling the ground is very poetical. See F. Q. i. v. 28, 
ii. i. 7. And Virgil, Georg, iii. 88, ^n. viii» 596/' Every other 
edition alfo reads trample. 

In chivalry, however, the ambling nag is not unnoticed. See 
De St. Palaye's Mem. fur L'Anc, Chevaleriey Mem. de V Acad, 
des Infcript. torn. xx. p. 606 : Speaking of the Squires attend- 
ing their mailer : " D'autres portoient fon pennon, fa lance, & 
fon epee ; mais, lorfq' il etoit feulement en route, il ue montoit 
qu'un cheval d' une allure aif^e &c commode^ rouiBn, courtanty 
^heval amUoHt ou d'amble, &c/' Todj>. 
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But, when he heard her aunfwers loth, he knew 
Some fecret forrow did her heart diilraine : 
Which to allay, and calme her ftorming paine, 
Taire feeling words he wifely gan difplay, 
And, for her humor fitting purpofe faine. 
To tempt the caufe it felfe for to bewray ; 
Wherewith enmovd, thefe bleeding words (he 
gan to fay ; 

XXXIX. 

** What worlds dehght, or ioy of living fpeach. 
Can hart, fo plungd in fea of forrowes deep, 
And heaped with fo huge misfortunes, reach ? 
The carefuU Cold beginneth for to creep, 
And in my heart his yron arrow fteep, 
Soone as I thinke upon my bitter bale. 
Such helplefle harmes yts better hidden keep, 

. Then rip up griefe, where it may not availe ; 

My laft left comfort is my woes to weepe and 
waile/' 



XXXVIII. 9. Wherewith enmovd,] So the firft quarto 
jpeads^ which moft editions follow. The fecond,. however, 
reads emtnaod, which is preferred by Mr. Church. But en- 
moved is more in Spenfer's manner. See the note on eftmovdf 
'F. Q; i. ix. 48. Todd. 

XXXIX. 4. The carefull Cold] This expreffion The care- 
full cold — he has in his Shep, Calend, December, " The carefull 

co2ef hath nipt my rugged rinde." Spenier's friend, in his 
notes, obferves that cold is named carefull becaufe care is faid 
to cool the blood. He frequently has the fame allufion. See 
F. Q. i, vi. 37, i. vii. 22, ii. i. 42, &c. So Homer, and Hefiod, 
wotjQnircu irop. And Euripides, HippoL 803. 

XXXIX. 9. My la&left comfort is] The greatejt comfort 
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XL. 

*« Ah Lady deare/' quoth then the gentle Knight, 
" Well may I ween your griefe is wondrous 

great; 
For wondrous great griefe groneth in my 

fpright, 
Whiles thus I heare you of your forrowesj 

treat. 
But, woeful! Lady, let me you intrete 
For to unfold the anguifh of your hart : 
Miihaps are maiftred by advice difcrete. 
And counfell mitigates the greateft fmart ; 
Found never help, who never would his hurts 
impart/' 

XLI. 

^* O ! but,"' quoth (he, " great griefe will not 

be tould. 
And can more eafily be thought then faid/^ 
" Right fo,'' quoth he; " but he, that never 

would. 
Could never: will to might gives greateft aid/* 
*^ But griefe,^' quoth Ihe, " does greater grow 

difplaid. 
If then it find not helpe, and breeds delpaire/' 

which is left to me is &C. So, in Sotinet 74-. ** My live's /«/? 
ornament," i. e, greateft. So Chaucer, p. 130. edit. Urr. 
" O dough tir mine, which that art my Iqft wo, 
" And in my life my lajie }oye alfo !" Church. 
XLI. 1. Of but, quoth Jhe, great griefe mil not be tould,1 
Seneca, Hippol, 604. 

" Curae leves loquuntur, ingentes ftupent.'' Uptoit. 
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** Defpaire breeds not/' quoth he, " where 

faith is (laid/' 
" No faith fo faft,'' quoth fhe, « but flelh 
does paire/' 
" Flefh may empaire/' quoth he, " but reafoa 
can repaire/' 

XUI. 

His goodly reafon, and well-guided fpeach, 
So deepe did fettle in her gracious thought. 
That her perfwaded to difclofe the breach 
Which love and fortune in her heart had 

wrought; 
And faid ; " Faire fir, I hope good hap hath 

brought 
You to inquere the fecrets of my griefe ; 
Or that your wifdome will dire6t my thought 5 
Or that your prowefle can me yield reliefe ; 
Then heare the ftory fad, which I Ihall tell you 

briefe. 

XLIII. 

" The forlorne Maiden, whom your eies have 
feene 
The laughing ftocke of Fortunes mockeries, 
Am th' onely daughter of a king and queene, 
Whofe parents deare (whiles equal deftinies 
Did ronne about, and their fehcities 
The favourable heavens did not envy,) 
Did fpred their rule through all the terri- 
tories, 
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Which Phifon and Euphrates floweth by,' 
And Gehons golden waves doe walh continually ; 

XLIV, 

*^ Till that their cruell curfed enemy, 
An huge great Dragon, horrible in fight, 
Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary, 

XLIII. 8. WkicA Phifon and Euphrates ^oweth by. 

And Gehons golden toaves] Pi/on is one of the 
rivers of Paradife, Gen, ii. 11. " The name of the fecond river 
is Gihon,*' ver. 13. " And the fourth river is Euphrates/' ven 
14. He omits the name of one of the rivers : and fpells (ac- 
cording to his cuftom) fcarce any according to modern or the 
ufual fpelling. Should he not rather have fatd ? 

" Which Gehon and Euphrates floweth by, 
" And Pkifofis golden waves — *' 
In allufion to Gen, ii. v. 11, 12. But Spenfer feemg to have 
been determined by the iteration of the letters, Gehon*^ golden 
waves. Upton. 

XLIV. 3. Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary,] The poet 
(hould not have ufed Tartary here for Tartarus, as it might 
be fo eafily miftaken for the country of that name. He has 
committed the fame fault in Virgil's Gnat, ft. 6S. 

" Lallly the fqualid lakes of Tartaric:' T. Wahton. 
Dr. Jortin has made the fame objedion. See his Remarks 
on Spenfer, p. 147. But let us attend to the unnoticed ufe of 
the word in Virgil's Gnat, ft. 56, 

" the burning waves of Phlegeton, — 

" And deep-dig'd vaults, and Tartar covered 
« With bloody night &c." 
Here Tartary is converted, by the omifTion of the laft letter, 
into Tartar, And thus Shakfpeare, K. Hen. V. A. ii. S. ii. 
'' If that fame daemon, that hath gulFd thee thus, 
^' Should with his lion gait walk the whole world, 
" He might return to vafty Tartar back, 
" And tell the legions" — 
So that Tartary or Tartar was probably the common word for 
liell in the age of Spenfer and Shakfpeare. I may confirm my 
observation by Nafti's ridiculous addrefs to the devil, in his 
Pierce Pennilejfe &c. 1595. " To the high and mightie Prince 
of darknefle, Donfell dell Lucifer, King of Acheron, Stix^ and 
Phlegeton ; Duke of Tartary ; Marquefle of Cocy tus, and 
Lgrd high Regent of Lymbo, &q." To dp. 
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With mufdrous ravine, and devouring might, 
Their kingdome fpoild, and countrey wafted 

quight : 
Themfelves, for feare into his iawes to fall. 
He forft to caftle ftrong to take their flight ; 
Where, faft embard in mighty brafen wall, 
He has them now fowr years befiegd to make 

them thrall. 

XLV. 

" Full many Knights, adventurous and ftoijt, 
Have enterprb'd that Monfter to fubdew : 
From every coaft, that heaven walks about. 
Have thither come the noble martial crew. 
That famous harde atehievements ftill purfew; 
Yet never any could that girlond win, 
But all ftill ihronke; and ftill he greater 

grew : 
All they for wtmt of faith, or guilt of fin. 

The pitteous pray of his fiers cruelty have bin, 

XLVI. 

** At laft, yled with far reported praife. 

Which flying feme throughout the world had 

fpred. 
Of doughty Knights, whom Fary land did 

raife, 
That noble order bight of Maidenhed, 

XLVR 4. That noble order hight of Maidenhed,] Named 
Knights of the Garter : this he doeg^ not fay diredlly } but the 
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Forthwith to court of Gloriane I fped, 
Of Gloriane, great queene of glory bright, 
Whofe kingdomes feat Cleopolis is red ; 
There to obtaine fome fuch redoubted 
Knight, 
That parents deare from tyrants powre deliver 
might. 

XLVII. 

" Yt was my chaunce (my chaunce was faire 

and good) 
There for to find a frefh unproved Knight ; 
Whofe manly hands imbrewd in guilty blood 
Had never beene, ne ever by his might 
Had throwne to ground the unregarded 

right: 
Yet of his prowefle proofe he fince hath 

made 
(I witnes am) in many a cruell fight ; 
The groning ghofts of many one difmaide 
Have felt the bitter dint of his avenging blade^ 

noble order of Maidenhead ; eomplimenting the Fairy Queen 
or Q. Elizabeth. I think *tis plain that our poet intended hif- 
torical as well as moral allufions. Cleopolis in the moral 
allegory is the city of glory ; in the hiftorical, the city c(f Q. 
Elizabeth. Upton. 

XLVII. 2. a frejh unproved Knight ;] As yet 

%ntri€d in battle. See the fixth verfe. See alfo F. Q. i. k 3. 
** His new force to learne." Todd. 

XLVII. 9. the hitter dint] Stroke. See before, 

il. 29) 11. 33, and many other places. Milton ufes t\Lt word^ 
Far, Lojt, B. ii. 813. Todd. 
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XLVIIL 

" And ye, the fbrlorne reliques of his powre^ 
His biting fword, and his devouring fpeare, 
Which have endured many a dreadful! ftowre^ 
Can fpeake his prowefle, that did earfl; yoix 

beare, 
And well could rule ; now he hath left you 

heare 
To be the record of his f uefuU lofte, 
And of my dolefuU difaventurous deare : 
O heavie record of the good Redcrofle, 

XLVlIL li AndyCi thefdrtorne retiques of his powrcj 

His biting Jbord, and his devouring fpeare,] 
Tliis apoflrophe of Una to her Knight's fword and fpear is not 
without its elegance and pathos. " His biting fword," is from 
Horace, X. iv. Od. 6. " Ille mordaci velut idta ferro." " H^s 
devouring fpear," from Scripture. " My fword (hall devour 
flefti," Deut, xxxii. 42. Upton. 

Biting fword, however, is a frequent phrafe in Chaucer. See 
Mr. Warton's note on F* Q- ii* ii. 22. Todd. 

XLVIII. 7. And of my doltfull difaventurous deare :] T^if- 
aventurous is according to the ancient mode of fpelling, and 
is therefore incorredly cited by Dr. Johnfon, in his Didtion- 
ary, under the folitary indance of dif adventurous. See note on 
dijaventures F. Q. i. ix. 45. 

Deare is apparently ufed for hurt, trouble, or misfortune ; in 
which fenfe Mr. Upton has noticed the frequent occurrence of 
the adjeftive in Shakfpeare ; as in Hamlet : 

" V^ould I had met my deartfi foe in heaven." 
Dr. Johnfon gives feveral examples of dear^ or deer, for fady 
hatefulL In the Weft of England dear'd is ufed for hurried^ 
frightened. See £xm* Dial. In the Lancafliire dialed, ac- 
cording to Mr. Upton, to deere is ftill ufed for to hurt. And 
G. Douglas ufes dere in the fame fenfe. See Gloff. to his 
Virgil, V. Dere, and Dirling, Anglo-Saxon dere, and Belgick 
deeren, nocere, to hurt. The later commentators on Shakfpeare 
confider dear as immediate^ confequential, in the paflage above 
cited. Todd. 

VOL. III. D 
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Where have yee left your lord, that could fo 
well you toffe ? 

XLIX. 

" Well hoped I, and faire beginnings had. 
That he my captive languor (hould redeeme : 
Till all unweeting an Enchaunter bad 
His fence abufd, and made him to mifdeeme 
My loyalty, not fuch as it did feeme. 
That rather death defire then fuch defpight. 
Be iudge, ye heavens, that all things right 

efte6me. 
How I him lov'd, and love with all my might ! 

So thought I eke of him, and think 1 thought 
aright. 

L. 

•^ Thenceforth me defolate he quite forfooke, 
To wander, where wilde Fortune would me 

lead. 
And other bywaies he himfelfe betooke, 

XLIX. 3. ' an Enchaunter bad 

His fence abv/d,] See F. Q. i. i. 47. Take notice, 
how Una apoftrophizes in ft. 48. her beloved Redcroffe Knight's 
fword and fpear ; here detefting the thought, that her honour 
(hould be mifdeemed, fhe apoftrophizes the heavens, 

** Be judge, ye heavens, that all things right efteeme, 

« How I him lov'd — " 
This is exadly after the manner, and indeed feems an imita- 
tion, of Virg. iE«. ii. 431, where Mneas makes a folemn pro- 
teftation of his loyalty to the caufe of Troy ; of which paflage 
there is a very elegant imitation in Taflb, C. viii. 24. And 
Milton has followed both Virgil, and Taflb, in Par. Lofi, B.i. 
635f &c. Upton. 

L. 3. And ether bywaiei &c.] SeeProv. ii. l6. CiiU&CH» 
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Where never foote of living wight did tread. 
That brought not backe the balefull body 

dead ; 
In which him chaunoed falfe Duefla meete. 
Mine ondy foe, mine onely deadly dread ; 
Who with her witchcraft, and mifleeming 

fweete^ 

Inveigled him to follow her defires unmeete, 

LI. 

" At laft, by fubtile fleights ihe hifn betraid 
Unto his foe, a Gyaunt huge and ta|l ; 
Who him difarmed, diffolute, difmaid, 
Unwares furprifed, and with mighty mall 
The monfter mercileffe him made to fall, 
Whofe fall did never foe before behold : 
And now in darkefome dungeon, wretched 

thrall, 
Remedileffe, for aie he doth him hold : 

Ji. 5. That brought not backe the balefull body dead ;] Not 
literally ; for this had been faying, Where never living creature 
went, but he came back dead. But he is fcriptural in his ex- 
prellions; and he means fuch as are in a Hate of fpiritual 
death ; for this is the allegory. " You hath he quickened who 
were dead in trefpafles &c/' Ephef, ii. 1. Upton. 

L. 7. Mine onely /oe,] That is, my greatej foe. So, in 
F. Q. i. X. 3. " Whofe onely joy." Again, ii. i. 2. 

" His onely hart -fore, and his onely foe." Church. 

LI. 4. with mighty mall] Mallet, according 

to Mr. jChurch, from the Lat. malleus. Dr. Johnfon interpreto 
it as a blow, and adds alfo, from Hudibras ) 
*' Give that reverend head a mall 
" Of two, or three, againft a wall." 
Mell is a Northern word for mallet, fays Ray. Todd. 

U. 8. Remedileffe,] Remedileje is here accented on th© 
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This is my caufe of griefe, more great then may 
be told/' 

LII. 

Ere ftie had ended all, {he gan to faint : 
But he her comforted, and faire befpake ; 
" Certes, Maddme, ye have great caufe of 

plaint, 
That ftouteft heart, I weene, could caufe to 

quake. 
But be of cheare, and comfort to you take ; 
For, till I have acquit your captive Knight, 
Affure your felfe, I will you not forfake/' 
His chearefuU words revived her chearielefle 

fpright : 
So forth they went, the Dwarfe them guiding 

ever right. 

fecond fyllable. See alfo F. Q. i. v. 35, iii. xii. 34. Miltoi^ 
thus accents the word, Ode Circumcif, v. 1 7. 

•* For we, by rightful doom remidilefs/' 
See alfo Par, Loftj B. ix. 919. But \v\Xh the accent on the firft 
fyllable, in Samf. Agon, v. 648. Todd. 

LII. 3. Certes J Maddme,] Spenfer, I think, conftantly 
ufes the French pronunciation, in words borrowed from that 
language ; particularly, in F. Q. iii. x. 8. 

" Branfles, ballads, virelayes — *' Church. 

LII. 6. For, till I have acquit] Releafed. Fr, acquitter* 
See the firfl itanza of the next Canto. Church. 
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CANTO VIII. 

Faire Virgin, to redeeme her deare. 

Brings Arthure to tht fight : 
JVhofiayes the Gyaunt, wounds the Beaji^ 

Andjirips DueJJa quight. 

I. 
AY me, how many perils doe enfold 

The righteous man, to make him daily fall. 

Were not that heavenly grace doth him 

uphold. 
And ftedfaft Truth acquite him out of all ! 
Her love is firme, her care continuall. 
So oft as he, through his own foolifti pride'' 
Or weaknes, is to finfuU bands made thrall : 
Els ihould this Redcroffe Knight in bands 

have dyde. 
For whofe deliverance (he this Prince doth 

thether guyd. 

1. 2. The righteous man,] Mr. Church reads, " That 
righteous man '/' and fays, that the paflage was *^ fo intended 
to be correded in the Errata of the firfl edition, but that even 
there we find an Erratum, the words being tranfpofed thus, 
that the inftead of the that/' 

But the Erratum, I apprehend, was intended for the Argu- 
ment ; viz. for " that Gyaunt," read " the Gyaunt." And fo 
Mr. Upton appears to have underftood it. And Tonfon*s 
edition reads the in both places. All the editions, except Mr. 
Church's, read " The righteous man." Hughes joins with 
him^ however, in reading ** that Gyaunt/' Todd. 
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II. 

They fadly traveild thus, untill they came 
Nigh to a caftle builded ftrong and hye : 
Then cryde the Dwarfe, " Lo ! yonder is 

the fame, 
In which my Lord, my Liege, doth luckleffe ly 
Thrall to that Gyaunts hatefull tyranny : 
Therefore, deare lir, your mightie powres 

aflay/' 
The noble Knight alighted by and by 
From loftie tteed, and badd the Ladie ftay. 

To fee what end of fight Ihould him befall that 

day, 

III. 
So with his Squire, th' admirer of his might, 

He marched forth towardes that caftle wall j 

. Wtiofe gates he fownd faft fhutt, ne living 

wight 

II. 7. ' by and by] Prefenily. Conftantly 

fo ufed by Spenfer. Church. 

III. 1. So with his Squire, th' admirer' of his plight y\ The 
reader will bete notice the propriety of the expreffion, " th' 
admirer of his might'' It alludes to the excellent leflbns of 
courtefy and valour which the Squires were taught, in the 
iincient fpats and caftles of the nobility aixi gentry, by the 
condud and example of their Matters. See De St. Palaye's 
Mem. concern. UAucienne Chevalerie, dans Mem. de I'Acad. 
Royale des Infcriptions, tom. xx. p. 604. " Dans ce nouvel 
6tat d'Ecuyer, o^ Ton parvienoit d' ordinaire a V dge de quatorze 
ans, les jeunes Sieves approchant de plus pr^s la perfonne de 
leurs Seigneurs & de leurs Dames, ' admis avec plus de 'con- 
fiance de familiarite dans leurs entretiens & dans leurs aifem- 
blees, pouvoient encore mieux profiter des modules fur lefquels 
iU devoiaitfe former; ils apportoient plus d' application It lea 
etudier, &c/' Todd, 
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To warde the fame, nor anfwere commers call. 
Then tooke that Squire an home of bugle 

fmall, 
Which hong adowne his fide in twifted gold 
And taffelles gay ; wyde wonders over all 
Of that fame homes great vertues weren told. 
Which had approved bene in ufes manifold. 

III. 7. vjydt wonders over all 

Of that fame homes great vertues weren told. 
Which had approved bene &c.] This horn, with its 
miraculous effeds, is borrowed from that which Logiftilla pre- 
fents to Aftolfo, Orl. Fur. C. xv. 15. 

Dico che '1 conio h di orribil fuono^ 
Che ovunque s' ode fa fuggir la gente : 
Non puo trovarfi &c/' 
I wonder Spenfer fhould have made fo little ufe of this bom. 
He has not fcrupled to introduce the fhield before-mentioned, 
though as manifeflly borrowed from Arioflo, upon various 
t)ccafions. 

Turpin mentions a wonderful horn which belonged to Ro- 
land/ Hift. Car. Mag. cap. 23. Olaus Magnus relates, that 
this horn, which was called Olivant, was won, together with 
the fword Durenda, fo much celebrated in Arioflo, from the 
giant Jatmundus by Roland ; tliat its miraculous etfeds were 
frequently fung by the old Iflandick bards in their fpirited 
odes ; and that it might be heard at the diflance of twenty 
miles, De Aureo Comu, &c. Hafnise, 1541. pp. 27, 29. Thus, 
in conformity to the laft circumflance, in Don Quixote we are 
told, that in Ronfcevalles, where Charlemagne was defeated, 
Orlando^s horn was to be ieen as big as a great beam. The 
founding a horii was a common expedient for dilTolving an en- 
chantment. Cervantes alludes to this incident of romance, 
where the Devil's horn is founded as a prelude to the difen- 
chanting of Dulcinea. Boyardo and Berni have both their 
magical horns. Virgil's Aledo's horn is as high and extrava- 
gant, as any thing of the kind in. romance, JEn. vii. 513, et feq. 

T- Wahton. 
A horn of great virtue, borrowed probably from fome more 
ancient romance, is alfo mentioned in The Famous Hifi. of 
FalmendoSy Son to Palmerin D'Oliva, qh. iii. Where Bekar 
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IV. 

Was never wight that heard that ftirilling fownd. 
But trembling feare did feel in every vaine : 
Three miles it might be eafy heard arownd, 
And ecchoes three autifwer'd it felfe againe : 
No fdulfe enchauntment, nor deceiptfiiJI 

traine, 
Might once abide the terror of that blaft, 
But prefently was void and wholly vaine : 
No gate fo ftrong, no locke fo firme and 
faft, 
But with that percing noife flew open quite, or 
braft. 

V. 

Thjs fame before the Geaunts g&te he blew% 
That all the caftle quaked from the grownd, 
And every dore of free-will open flew. 
The Gyaunt felfe difmaied with that fownd, 
Where he witi^ his Puefla dalliaunce fownd, 



fjghts a cruell combat with him that defends thp bridge : 
*' Though the combat was fierce and cruel, yet could no want 
of courage be difcerned in him; which fell not out fo with the 
guardant of the bridge, becaufe the lofle of his bloud fo 
weakened Him, as his heart began utterly to difmay. But an 
ijl favoured Dwarf, who never llirs from the beacon of the firft 
turret, to difcover fuch Knights as come along the field ; 6jf 
winding an enchaunied horn that hung about hi^ neck, therewith 
io revived the Knights ftrength again, as if he had but even 
then entred the combat/' With the found of this horn, the 
Pwarf repeatedly renews the ftrength of the guardant of the 
bridge. Todd. 

IV. 1. Was never mght &c.] See the note on F. Q. i. iii. 4t 
(f J)id neyer mortall eye &c/' Jodd, 



CANTO VHI. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 41 

In haft came ruftiing forth from inner bowre, 
With ftaring countenance ftcrne, as one 

aftownd, 
And ftaggering fteps, to weet what fuddein 

ftowre 
Had wrought that horror ftrange, and dar'd his 

dreaded powre. 

VI. 

And after him the proud Dueffa came, 

High mounted on her many-headed Beaft ; 
And every head with fyrie tongue did flame. 
And every head was crowned on his creaft. 
And bloody mouthed with late cruell feaft. 
That when the Knight beheld, his mightie 
Ihild 

v. 6. from inner bowre,] Chamber. So, in 

bis Prothalamion, ft. viii. Speaking of the Temple : 

" Where now the ftudious lawyers have their bowers." 
The word is ufed in this fenfe by Chaucer. And Ruddiman, 
ill his Gloff. Douglas's Virgil, thus explains it : " Angl. Sax. 
jBz/r, burcy Dan. buur^ conclave, Belg. buer, cafa, tugurium. 
Sk. It is often ufed for a bed-chamber or countrcy hov/e, efpe* 
cially of Jadies/' It is Duefla's chaniber, which the poet here 
intends. So, Rofamond's borver is her chamber. See Hift. of 
Eng. Poetry, 2d. ed. vol. i. p. 304. Bower, however, is often 
ufed in Spenfer, for any apartment. The expreffion, bower and 
holly which occurs in the 29th ftanza of this canto, is alfo 
frequent in the Faerie Queene, and appears to have been 
adopted from the metrical romances. See Mr. Warton's 
note on Milton's Comus, ver. 45. Todd. 

VI. 5. ^nd bloody mouthed &c.] 'Tis plain that this verfe 
in Spenfer is not to be applied to Duefla, but to the beaft ; fee 
below, ft. 12; though in the Revelation 'tis applied to the 
fcarlet whore. The allufion, and allegory, however, is the 
fame : And the proteftant reader will at once call to mind 
papal inquifitious and religious maifacres. Upton. 
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Upon his manly arme he foone addreft. 
And at him fierfly flew, with corage fild, 
And eger greedineffe through, every member 
thrild, 

VII, 

Therewith the Gyaunt buckled him to fight, 
Inflamd ,with fcornefuU Ayrath and high dif- 

daine, ^ 

And lifting up his dreadfuU club on hight, 
; All armd with ragged fnubbes and knottie 

graine, 
Him thought at firft encounter to have flaine. 
But wife and wary was that noble Pere ; 
: And,, lightly leaping from fo monftrous 
maine. 
Did fayre avoide the violence him nere ; 



VII. 7. Andy lightly leaping &c.] In encounters \^ith gi- 
gantick adverfaries, the champions of romance uiiially difplay 
this very ferviceable agility. Thus, in Bevis of Hampton^ where 
the giant Afcapart and Bevis fight : 

" Betwixt them two was great fight ; 

" Sir Beuis was nimble and light, 
. ** And dart his dints fro, &c/' 
And thus Graunde Amoure, fpeaking of his confli6i with the 
giant with three heads, Hawes's Hift. of Gf, Amoure^ 1554, 
Sign. V. ii. b. 

" Becaufe his ftroke was heauy to beare, 

" I lept afide from him full quickely, 

" And to him I ranne, &c." 
Again, Sign. Y. ii. b. 

" The mighty gyaunt his axe did up lift, 

" Upon my heade that the ftroke fliould fall J 

** But I of him was full ware^ oxidfwift 

« I lept ajide, &c." 
See alfo F,-Q. i. vii. 12. Todd. 
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It booted nought to thinke fiich thunderbolts 
to beare ; 

VIII. 

Ne {hame he thought to flionne , fo hideous 

might: 
The ydle ftroke, enforcing furious way. 
Miffing the marke of his mifaymed light, 
Did fall to ground, and with his heavy fway 
So deepely dinted in the driven clay. 
That three yardes deepe a furrow up did 

throw : 

The fad earth, wounded with fo fore aflay. 

Did grone full grievous underneath the blow ; 

And, trembling with ftrange feare, did like an 

erthquake ftiow. 

IX. 

As when almightie love, in wrathfuU mood, 

VIII. 4. Did fall to gromidy &c.] Such is the unavailing 
blow of the giant, levelled at Graunde Amoure, from which, 
as we have juft feen, he lept qfide : 

- — *« fo that the (Iroke withall ' 

" In the grounde lighted, befide a ftone wall, 
" Thre fote and more; and anon then I 
" Did lepe vnto him, llrikyng full quickely." 
A fruitlefs ftroke of the fame kind, aimed at Gerard by a 
giant, is thus well dofcribed in Hiji, de tres-noble et checaleureux 
Fringe Gerard, Comte de Nevers, &c. Par. 1520. " Se Gerard 
pe fe full deftourne, moult grant dommaige lui eull fait pour 
le coup qui eftoit moult grant & pefant, f\ vint defcendant 
comme la fouldre plus d*ung grant pied dedans la terre.*' Ch. xiii. 
P. 2d. Todd. 

IX. 1. ^swhen&cc] Longinus would have written a whole 
chapter on the boldnefs and fublimity of the thoughts and 
terrible images in this fnnilitude. Compare this fimile with 
that in F. Q. iv. vi. 14. See alfo what Pope has obferved on 
Homer, //. xiv. 480. Upton. 
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To wreake the guilt of mortall fins is bent, 

Hurles forth his thundring dart with deadly 

food, 

Enrold in flames, and fmouldring dreriment. 

Through riven cloudes and molten firmament; 

The fiers threeforked engin, making way. 

Both loftie towres and higheft trees hath rent. 

And all that might his angry paflage fl:ay ; 

And, (hooting in the earth, cafl:es up a mount 

of clay. 

X. 

His boyftrous club, fo buried in the grownd. 



IX. 2. ' — : is bent,] Here is an inaccuracy 

of expreflion: " As when Jove is bent -hurls fort^ the 

engin," He might have faid " ifbtnt ;" but I do not fuppofc 
he wrote fo. 1 ne fame remark might be made on that fimile, 
F. Q. i. i. 23. " As gentle (hepheard 6cc," And on this, 
F. Q. iv. iv. 47. ^ Like as in fummers day, &c." And on 
forty other places where the fame want of connexion is to be 

found. JORTIN. 

Mr. Church and Mr. Upton think it probable that Spenfer 
here wrote ybent or ibait. The latter critick, in fupport of this 
reading, argues that is pent (hould, in like manner, be ipait^ 
F. Q. vi. i. 21, and is broken be ibroken, F. Q. v. vi. 14. The 
conjedture that is bent may be an errour of the prefs, is alfo 
fupported by Mr. Upton's reference to F. Q. i. ii. 29, where 
ymounted had been given by the printer that mounted, Todd. 

IX. 3. "with deadly food,] Food is Spenfer's 

way of fpelling feud, which fignifies an irreconcileable hatred. 
So all the editions, except Hughes's fecond edition, which here 
alters the fpelling to feud. See the note on F. Q. ii. i. 3, 
** deadly food." Church. 

Tonfon's edition of 1758 has committed the fame miftake 
with Hughes's fecond edition, as it here resids feud, Todd. 

IX. 4. — fmouldring dreriment;] Darknefs, 

See alfo F. Q. ii. vii. 1. " And cover'd heaven with hideous 
dreriment," C u u a ch • 
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He could not rearen up againe fo light, 
But that the Knight him at advantage fownd ; 
And, whiles he ftrove his combred clubbe to 

quight 
Out of the earthy with blade all burning bright 
He fmott off his left arme, which like a block 
Did fall to ground, deprivM of native might ; 
Large ftreames of blood out of the truncked 

ftock 
Forth guflied, like frefti-water ftreame from riven 

rocke. 

XL 

Difmayed with fo defperate deadly >vound. 
And eke impatient of unwonted payne. 
He lowdly brayd with beaftly yelling fownd. 
That all the fieldes rebellowed againe : 
As great a noyfe, as when in Cymbrian plaine 
An heard of buUes, whom kindly rage doth 
fling, 

X. 4. to quigbt] Releafe^ Or difengage^ 

as in F. Q. v. xi. 27- " But when he could not quite it, &c." 
It is here fpelt quight in conformity to the rhyme. Todd, 

XL 6. An heard of hxxW&^y'l BulU for calves, is a catachreiis, 
as the rhetoricians call it. Kinjily rage is, according to nature : 
Spenfer often ufes the word fo. Jortin. 

The rage and roaring of the wounded Giant is compared, 
not to the lowing of calves occaiioned by hunger, but to the 
rage and bellowing of bulls who BLve^ung for want of the milky 
mother^ i. e. the females. Compare F. Q. ii. xii. 39. Dray ion, 
in his Folyulbion, p. 44, feems to have copied from Spenfer: 

" Stung with the kindly rage of loves impatient fire." 
See kindly rages, F. Q. iv. x. 45> and kindly Jlame^ F« Q. iv, 
lutsoduSt* it. 2. Church. 
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Doe for the milky mothers want complaine, 
And fill the fieldes \vith troublous bellowing : 
The neighbor woods arownd with hollow niur- 
mur ring. 

XII. 

That when his deare Duefla heard, and faw 
The evil ftownd that daungerd her eftate. 
Unto his aide ihe haftily did draw 
Her dreadfuU Beaft ; who, fwolne with blood 

of late. 
Came ramping forth with proud prefumpteous 

gate. 
And threatned all his heades like flaming 

brandes. 
But him the Squire made quickly to retrate, 
Encountring fiers with fingle fword in hand ; 
And twixt him and his Lord did like a bul- 

warke (land. 

XIII. 

The proud Duefla, fiill of wrathfuU fpight 
And fiers difdaine, to be affronted fo, 

XII. 4. fwolne with blood of late,] In alluflon 

to Revel, xvii. 6. " And I faw the woman drunken with the 
klood of the faints/' Upton. 

XII. 6. — — like flaming brandes.] The rhyme 

requires brand. But our poet is not always exad in his triplets. 
See note on F. Q. i. xii. 39, " his^prtVe." Church. 

XIII. I . -^^ full of wrathfuU fpigJU 

And fiers difdaine"] The Italian poets have fre- 
quently thisexprelTion, from whom Spenfer might take it. Se« 
Qrl. Fur, C. xxvi. 132. 

" E tutta ardendo di difdegno e d* ira." Upton. 
XIII. 2. . — ~ to be affronted /oj To be fo en- 
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Enforft her purple Beaft with all her might. 
That ftop out of the way to overthroe, 
Scorning^ the let of fo unequall foe : 
But nathemore would that corageous Swayne 
To her yeeld paflage, gainft his Lord to goe ; 
But with outrageous ftrokes did him reftraine. 
And with his body bard the way atwixt them 
twaine. 

XIV. 

Then tooke the angrie Witch her golden cup, 
Which ftill (lie bore, replete withmagick artes ; 

counUredf or oppofed. Ital. affrontare. So, in II Cavaliero 
della Croce^ 1559* cap. x. " Come il Soldano fi parti con 
r effercito per affront arfi co'l Turco." The word is often thus 
employed by Spenfer. Shakfpeare and Milton ufe it in the 
fame fenfe. The latter has alfo given the like meaning to the 
fubflantive affront y in his Samfon Agon. ver. 531. Todd. 
XIII. 5. the let] The hindrance. Church. 

XIII. 6. • '• Swayne] Swam is here ufed 

for youth; in which fenfe, as Mr. Church relates from Junius, 
it is employed by our old Englifli writers, as well as in the 
fenfe of a fervant engaged in country affairs. In the fame 
manner the Squires of the French romances are frequently 
denominated Varlets ; the word variety in old French, iigni- 
fying a youth ; which feems to have been converted, in modem 
French, into valety a fercant. See Cotgrave's Fr. Did. V, 
varlet. See alfo De St. Palaye, Mem. ut fuprk, p. 599- 
" Pages, VarletSy ou Damoifeaux ; noms quelquefois communs 
9MxEcuy€rsJ* Todd. 

XIV. 1. — — — her golden cwp,] This witch, an4 

harlot, the medical Babyloii, has a golden cup in her hand, 
*' full of abominations ; kings and inhabiters of the earth have 
been made drunk with her wine," Revel, xvii. 2. 4. xviii. 3. 
See alfo Jeremy li. 7. The golden cup of the witch Circe i^ 
mentioned by Homer, OJj^i k 316\ And, in the philofophical 
pidure of Cebes, AIIATH (our poet's Dueifa) has a cup re- 
plete with errour and ignorancei of which all; more or lefs; 
drink. Upton. 
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Death and defpeyre did many thereof fup. 
And fecret poyfon through their inner partes ; 
Th' eternall bale of heavie wounded harts : 
Which, after charmes and fome enchaunt- 

ments faid, 
She Hghtly fprinkled on his weaker partes : 
Therewith his fturdie corage foon was quayd. 
And all his fences were with fuddein dread dif- 
mayd. 

So downe he fell before the cruell Beaft, 
Who on his neck his bloody clawes did feize, 
That life nigh cruftit out of his panting breft : 
No powre he had to ftirre, nor will to rize. 
That when the carefuU Knight gan well avife, 
He lightly left the foe with whom he fought, 
And to the Beaft gan turne his enterprife ; 
For wondrous anguifh in his hart it wrought. 

To fee his loved Squyrie into fuch thraldom 
brought: 

XVI. 

And, high advauncing his blood-thirftie blade, 

XIV. 8. wfl« quayd,] Quailed ^ i. e.fubdued^ 

See the note on quailcy F. Q. i. ix. 49. Todd. 

XVI. 1. Andy high advaw^dng his hXood'ihxr^ie blade,'] His 
fword thirflie after blood ; hlood-thitjiy is ufed in the tranflation 
of the PfalmSy and in Proverbs xxix. 10. 'Tis after Homer's 
manner thus to give energy and life to the fword, arrow, or 
fpear ; and to make it thirfting after blood and greedy of de- 
0ru6lion. Claudianhas the very fame exprelTion, In Riifin, ii, 232. 
" Jam mihi ba,rhRncofi ^tientia pila cruores 
" Sponte volant." Upton. 
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Stroke one of thofe deformed heades fo fore, 

That of his puiflaunce proud enfample made ; 

His monftrous fcalpe down to his teeth it tore, 

And that misformed ftiape mifshaped tnore : 

A fea of blood guftit from the gaping wownd, 

That her gay garments flay nd with filthy gore. 

And overflowed all the field arownd; 

That over ihoes in blood he waded oii the 

grownd* 

XViL 

Thereat he rored for exceeding paine, 

That, to have heard, great horror would have 

bred i 
And fcourging th' emptie ayrb with his long 

trayne, 
Thf ough great impatience of his grieved hed. 
His gorgeous ryder from her loftie fted 
Would have caft downe, and trodd in durty 

myrej 
Had not the Gyaunt ibone her fuccoured ; 
Who, all enrag'd with fmart and frantick yre. 
Came hurtling in full fiers, and forft the Knight 

retyre. 

XVIlI* 
The force, which wont in two to be difperft, 

In one alone left hand he i^ow unites, 

XVI. 2. Stroke one of thofe deformed heades] " And I faw 
one bf bis heads, as it were, wounded to dej^th," KeveL xiii. 3. 

Upton. 

. X VIII. 2. Jn one alone left hand] So the firft and fecond 
VOL. III. E 
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Which is through rage more ftrong than both 

were erft ; 
With which his hideous club aloft he dites, 
And at his foe with furious rigor fmites. 
That ftrongeft oake might feeme to over- 
throw: V 
The ftroke upon his ftiield fo heavie lites. 
That to the ground itdoublethliimfull low: — 
What morlall wight could ever beare fo mon- 
ftrous blow ? . 

XIX. 

And in his fall his fhield, that covered was. 
Did loofe his vele by chaunce, and open flew ; 
The light whereof, that hevens Ught did pas, 
Such blazing bright^nefle through the ayer 

threw. 
That eye mote not the Tame endure to vew. 

editions, the folio of 1609, and Hughes's firft edition, read^ 
ivhich is certainly wrong ; for it is faid, ft. 10. 

" He fmott off his left arm — " 
I read, with the folios l6ll, l679, and Hughes's fecond edi- 
tion, " right hand." Church. 

Mr. Church, I believe, has followed too haftily the erring 
decifion of thofe editions which read " right hand.'' The po^t 
means left as a participle : the giant has now but one Jnglc 
hand LEFT, in which, however, he unites the force of two* 
Mr. Upton's edition, and Tonfon's of 1758, follpw the original 
reading, " In one alone left hand." Todd. 

XVIII. 8. That to the ground it doubleth Him full low: — ] 
This is very literally, as well as elegantly, exprelTed from 
Virgil, Mn. xi. 644. 

" Latos huic hafta per armos 

" Ada tremit, duplicatque virum transfixa dolore." 
Uomery //. /, 6l8. ihih il wwiv, IL f 26&. IV^Iiy, o ^' \^vU. 

Upton, 
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Which when the Gyaunt fpyde with flaring 

eye, 
He downe let fall his arme, and foft withdrew 
His weapon huge, that heaved was on hye 
For to have flain the Man, that on the ground 

did lye. 

XX* 

And eke the fruitfuU^headed Beafl, amazd 
At flaftiing beames of that funftiiny (hieid. 
Became flark blind, and all his fences daz4. 
That downe he tumbled on the durtie field. 
And feemd himfelfe as conquered to yield. 
Whom when his Maiftreffe proud perceived 

to fall, 
Whiles yet his feeble feet fot faintnefle reeld. 
Unto the Gyaunt lowdly (he gan call ; 

" O ! helpe, Orgoglio ; helpe, or els we perifli 
all." 

XXI. 

At her fb pitteous cry was much amoov'd 
Hei* champion ftout ; and, for to ayde his 

frend, 
Againe his wonted angry w^eapon proov'd, 
But all in vaine ; for he has redd his end 
In that bright ftiield, and all their forces fpend 
Themfelves in vaine : for, fince that glauncing 

fight, 

XXI. 5. all their/orc«] So all tlie editions. 

It fliould be " his forces j" Orgoglio's. Church. 

£2 
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He hath no powre to hart, nor to defend. 
As where th' Almighties hghtning brond does 

light, 
It dimmes the dazed eyen, and daunts the fences 

quight. . 

XXII. 

Whom when the Prince, to batteill new addreft 
And threatning high his dreadfull ftroke, 

did fee, 
His fparkling blade about his head he bleft. 
And fmote oiT quite his left leg by the knee, 
That downe he tombled ; as an aged tree. 
High growing on the top of rotky clift,' 
Whofe hart-ftrings with keene fteele nigll 

hewen be ; 
The mightie trunck halfe rent with ragged rift 
Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with feare* 

full drift. 

XXIII. 

Or as a cattle, reared high and round, 
By fubtile engins.and malitious flight 
Is undermined from the loweft ground. 
And her foundation forft, and feebled quight, 

XX IL 3. His fparkling blade about his head he bleji,} Virgil, 
^7i, ix. 441. " Rotat enTem fulmineum." Upton. 

XXII. 5. r— ^ as an aged tree, &c.] This (imile 

might have been imitated from Virgil, ^n, ii. 626\ Taffo, Gier, 
Lib. C. ix. 39, Catullus, In EpithaL Thet, et Pel. ver. 105, 
Homer, //; »'. 389, Horat. L. iv. Od. 6.— Of the fimile of a 
caftle, iu the next ilanza, fee the note on F. Q. i. ii. 20. 

Uptok, 
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At laft downe falles ; and with her heaped 

hight 
Her haftie ruine does more heavie make, 
And yields it felfe unto the vi6tours might : 
Such was this Gyaunts fall, that feemd to 

fhake 
The ftedfaft globe of earth, as it for feare did 

quake. 

XXIV. 

The Knight then, lightly leaping to the pray. 
With mortall fteele him fmot againe fo fore. 
That headlefle his unweldy bodie lay. 
All wallowd in his owne fowle bloody gore. 
Which flowed from his wounds in wondrous 

itore. 
But, foone as breath out of his breft did pas. 
That huge great body, which the Gyq.unt bore, 
Was vaniflit quite; and of that monilrous mas 

Was nothing left,*but like an emptie blader was. 

XXV. 

Whofe grievous fall when falfe Duefla fpyde. 
Her golden cup Ihe caft unto the ground. 
And crowned mitre rudely threw afyde : 
Such percing griefe her ftubborne hart did 
wound, 

XXIIL 8. Such was this Gyaunts fully] This is the reading 
of botli Spcnfer's editions, and indeed of every fubfequent edi- 
tion, except Mr. Church's, which gives, (probably by an errour 
of the prefs, as it is not noticed as a various reading,) " Sucl| 
was the Gy aunt's fall." Todd, 

E 3 
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That ftie could not endure that dplefuU ftound ; 
But, leaving all behind her, fled away: 
The light-foot Squyre her quickly turnd 

around, 
And, by hard meanes enforcing her to ftay, 
3o brought unto his Lord, as his deferved pray, 

XXVI. 

The roiall Virgin which beheld from farre. 
In penfive plight and fad perplexitie, 
The whole atchievement pf this doubtfiill 

warre. 
Came running faft to greet his viftorie, 
With fober gladnefle and my Id modeflie j 
And, with fweet ioyous cheare,^ hiin thus be-s 

fpake ; 
^' Fay re braunch of noblefle, flowre of che-? 

valrie. 
That with your worth the world amazed make, 
How (hall I quite the paynes; ye fuffer for my 

fake? 

XXVII. 

^^ And you, fre{h budd of vertue fpringing feft, 
Whom thefe fad eyep faw nigh unto dpaths 

dore, , 

What hath poore Virgin for fuch perill pafl 
Wherewith you to reward ? Accept therefore 
My fimple felfe, and fervice evermore. 

XXVII. 1. Jnd you^ &c.] Addrefling herfelf to th9 
Squire. Church. 
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And He that high does fit, and all things fee 
With equall eye, their merites to reftore, 
Behold what ye this day have done for mee; 
And, what I cannot quite, requite with ufuree ! 

XXVIII. 

** But fith the heavens, and your faire handeling, 
Have made you mafter of the field this day ; 
Your fortune maifler eke with governing. 
And, well begonne, end all fo well, I pray ! 
Ne let that wicked Woman fcape away ; 
For (he it is, that did my Lord bethrall. 
My deareft Lord, and deepe in dongeon lay; 
Where he his better dayes hath wafted all : 

O heare, how piteous he to you for ayd does 

call r 

XXIX. 

Forthwith he gave in charge unto his Squyre, 
That fcarlot Whore to keepen qarefiiUy ; 
Whyles he himfelfe with greedie great deiyre 
Into the caftle entred forcibly. 
Where living creature none h6 did efpye : 
Then gan he lowdly through the houfe to call; 
But no man card to anfwere to his crye : 
There raignd a folemne filence over all ; 

K or voice was heard, nor wight was feene , ii) 
bowre or hall ! 



XXIX. 9. Nor voiee was heard, &c.] This affediing image 
of (ilence and iblitttde occurs again^ after Britomart had fur-^ 
v^yed the rich furniture of Bufyrane's houfe, F. Q. iii. xi. 53* 

£ 4 
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XXX. 

At lail, with creeping crooked pace forth came 
An old old man, with beard as white as fnow ; 
That on a ftafFe his feeble* fteps did frame. 
And guyde his w ear ie gate both too and fro; 
For his eye fight him fayled long ygo ; 
And on his arme a bounch of keyes he bore, 
The which unufed ruft did overgrow : 
Thofe were the keyes of every inner dore ; 

But he could not them ufe, but kept them ftill 

in ftore, 

xxxr. 

But very {incouth fight we^s to behold, 



'* But more (he mervaild that no footings trace 

" Nor wight appeard, but waftefuU emptinefle, 

" And folemne filence over all that place." 

This is finely exprefled : but the circumftance is common iji 

romance." Thus when Sir Thopas enters the land of Fairie|| 

3310, 

*f Wherejn he fought both north and foyith, 
^* And oft be fpirid with his mouth, 

"In n^any a foj-ef^ wild i 
^* But in that countre v/as there none, 
** Ne Aeither wife ne philde/' 
But more appofitely in the old metrical roniaqce of 5yr De&ore^ 
preferved in the Bodleian library : 

" He weijt abpijte, and gan to calle 
^* Both in the coi^rte and eke in the hajle j 
<' Neither for love, nor yet for awe, 
** Uvijig map there none he fawe/' J. Wai^ton, ' 
XXX. 2. An old old man,] Again, F. Q. ii. ix. 55, " Ai^ 
Qld old ii^an." Ital^ Unfene vecchio^ fenex yetulus, yppwy iraXaw?, 
This expreflion I have Jieard in the Weil. Upton. 

This reduplication has beeu applied to Thomas Parr, the 
pelebrated old man of Shropfhire ; of whom an account wa^ 
publiftied, entitled The old old Dery oldman^ &c, by John 
Taylor X\l^ W^t^T-Poe^, in J$35, Todd, 
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How he did fafliion his untoward pace ; 
For as he forward moov'd his footing old, 
So backward ftiil M^as turnd his wirincled face i 
Unlike to men, wlio ever, as they trace, • 
Both feet and face one way are wont to lead. 
This was the auncient Keeper of that place. 
And fofter father of the Gyaunt.dead ; 
His name Ignaro did his nature right aread. 

XXXII. 

His reverend heares and holy gravitee 
The Knight much honord, as befeemed well ;: 
And gently aflct, where all the people bee. 
Which in that ftately building wont to dwell : 
Who anfwerd him full foft. He could not tell. 
Again he aikt, where that fame Knight was 
layd, 

XXXI. 3. For as he forward mo&c'd his footing old, 

So backward ftill was turnd his wrincled face ;] 
This pidure feems plainly taken from the following defcription 
of the punifliment which is allotted in hell to footbfayers, and 
augurs, &c. by D^nte, Inf C. xx. 

" Com' el vifo mi fcefe in lor pi^ baifo, 
" Mirabilmente apparve efler travolto 
'* Chiafcun dal mento al principio del caffo : 
*^ Che dalle reni era tornato '1 volto, 
** E indietro venir li convenia, 
** Perch^ '1 veder dinan^i era lor tolto." 
Thrs punifhrnent in Dante is proper for thefe hypocrites, who 
profelTed feeing forward, and they now fee only backward. 
But this porter is neither conjurer nor foothfayer ; he is igno- 
rantly wrong-beaded : his name befpeaks his nature, and he is 
the fofter-father of Orgoglio : », e. Ignorance is the fofter- 
father of Pride. The very turn of the verfes, as well as the 
anfwere of this old man, are highly charadteriftick of his man- 
ners and nature. Upton, 
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Whom great Orgoglio with his puiflaunce fell 
Had made his cay tive thrall : Againe he fayde, 
He could not tell; ne ever other anfwere made. 

XXXIII. 

Then aiked he, which way he in might pas : 
He could not tell^ againe he anfwered. 
Thereat the courteous Knight difpleafed was, 
And faid ; " Old fyre, it feemes thou haft 

not red 
How ill it fits with that fame filver hed. 
In vaine to mocke, or mockt in vaine to bee : 
But if thou be, as thou art pourtrahed 
With Natures j>en, in ages grave degree, 

Aread in graver wife what I demaund of thee/* 

xxxiv. 

His anfwere likewife was; He could not telL 
Whofe fencelefle fpeach, and doted ignorance, 
Whenas the noble Prince had marked well, 
He gheft his nature by his countenance ; 
And calm'd his wrath with goodly temperance. 



XXXIII. 8. in ages grave degree^ So, in 

C. X. ft. 9» " In her weaker eldJ' Spenfer, as the old Engliih 
poets do, ufes age^ or eld^ for <^e in general ; not iimply for 
eld agCf as the Gloflaries of Urry, Hughes, and the edition of 
Spenfer in 1751, explain eld. So Chaucer, p. 45. ver. 1284. 
edit. Urr. 

" Then feide to them Gamelyn, 
^^ Thsit yonge was (^ eld.'^ 
And Fairfax, C. vii. 80. 

** The angel good, appointed for the guard 
*^ Of noble Raimood from his tender eild'' 

Chu&ch. 
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Then, to him ftepping, from his arme did 

• reache 
Thofekeyes, and made himfelfefreeenterance. 
Jlach dore he opened without any breach : 
There was no barre to ftop, nor foe him to 
empeach. 

XXXV. 

There all within full rich arayd he found , 
With royall arras, and refplendent gold, 
And did with ftore of every thing abound. 
That greateft princes prefence might behold. 
But all the floore (too fihhy to be told) 
With blood of guiltlefle babes, and innocents 

trew. 
Which there were flaine, as Iheepe out of 

the fold. 
Defiled was ; that dreadfull was to vew ; 

And facred afties over it was ftrowed new. 



XXXIV. 9" ■ him to empeacb.] Hinder. Fr. 
empecher. Spenfer repeatedly thus fpells the word. Some 
editions have printed it impeach. So likewife Cotgrave inter- 
prets empefcher " to hinder, let, impeach, &c." But this fpel- 
ling confounds the word with impeach, to accufe. Minfheii 
however, under impeach, gives us the two fignifications of ac" 
cufe and oi kinder. Barret, an earlier lexicographer, prefents 
us with empeach, fo fpelt, as (ignifying only to accufe, Todd. 

XXXV. 9. And facred afhes] Sacred ajhes, i. e, aflies 
proilituted to impious and fuperftitious rites, curfed, &c. Thefe 
aflies were to receive the blood of thofe vidims, which cried 
to God for vengeance. Spenfer, in the following flanza, ex* 
preffes it very flrong; 

** Whofe bleifed fprites, from underneath the floneyr 
** To God for vengeance cryde continually ;" 
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XXXVI. 

And there befide of marble ftone was built 
An altare, carv'd with cunning ymagery i 
On which trew Chriftians blood was often 
' fpilt, 

And holy martyres often doen to dye, 
With cruell malice and ftrong tyranny : 
Whofe bleffed fprites, from underneath the 

ftone, 
To God for vengeance cryde continually ; 
And with great griefe were often heard to 

grone ; 
That hardeft heart would bleede to hear their 

piteous mone. 

XXXVII. 

Through every rowme he fought, and everie 

bowr ; 
But no where could he find tliat wofuU 

Thrall. 
At laft he came unto an vron doore. 
That faft was lockt ; but key found not at all 
Emongft that bounch to open it withall ; 
But in the fame a little grate was pight. 
Through which he fent his voyce, and lowd 

did call 

Which is fcriptural ; " The voice of thy brother's blood critth 
vnto me from the ground,"* Gen. iv. 10. Compare ReveL vi. 9» 
" I faw under the altar the fouls of them that were flain for 
the word of God, &cc," Upton. 

XXXVII. 2. -^ that wofull ThralL] The Reel- 

crofle Knight. Church. 
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With all his powre, to weet if living wight 
Were houfed therewithin, whom he enlargeh 
might. 

XXXVIII. / 

Therewith an hollow, dreary, murmuring voyce 
Thefe pitteous plaintes and dolours did re- 

fdurid; 
" O ! who is that^ which bringes me happy 

choyce 
Of death, that here lye dying every ftound, 
Yet live perforce in balefuU darkneffe bound ? 
For now three moones have changed thrice 

their hew^ 
And have been thrice hid underneath the 

ground, 
Since I the heavens chearefuU face did vew : 
O welcome, thou, that doeft of death bring 

ty dings trew !" 

XXXIX. 

Which when that Champion heard, with percing 
point 
Of pitty deare his hart was thrilled fore ; 
And trembling horrour ran through every 

ioynt. 
For ruth of gentle Knight fo fowle forlorec 
Which fhaking off, he rent that yron dore 
: With furious force and indignation fell ; 
Where entred in, his foot could find no flore. 
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But all a deepe defcent, as dark as hell. 
That breathed ever forth a filthie bane^l fmell« 

XL. 

But neither darkeneiTe fowle, nor filthy bands, 
Nor noyous fmell^ his purpofe could withhold, 
(Entire afFe6iion hateth nicer hands,) 
But that with conftant zele and corage bold, 
After long paines and labors manifold, 
He found the meanes that Prifoner up to reare ; 

. Whofe feeble thighes, unable to uphold ^ 
His pined code, him fcarfe to light could 
beare ; 

A ruefull fpe6lacle of death and ghaftly drere. 

XLI. 

pis fad dull eies, deepe funck in hollow pits. 



XL* 3. (Entire qffe&ian hateth nicer handsy)} Our poet in- 
^erfperfes his fentences very frequent ; which, as they arife 
naturally from the fubjet5t, have no bad effed. I (hall dwell 
a little on this fentiment^ as Spenfer feems pleafed with it. 
Thus, F. Q. ii. ii. 3. 

" So love does loath difdainfull nicitee." 
y^gain, ii. vi. 46. 

*^ So love the dread of danger doth defpife/' 
Again', iv. viii. 22. 

** No fervice lothfome to a gentle kind.^' 
Again, V. i, 27- 

" True love defpifeth fhame,. when life is cald in dread.'^ 
Perhaps he had this fentiment from Heliodorus, L. i. p. 7- 

^Ovrui afet voSo( ax^ij3n(, i^ >igw$ euttoL^ft^y rut ^Aiy t^eAtt <srpoffW»«^orr*:» 
cwvivta TO ffotr.fjkx Karatayxa^U, UptoN. 

XL. 9- ■ ghqfily drere.J SorroWyfadnefs. So, 

in F. Q. iv. viii. 42. " Defpiteous dreareJ* See alfo F. Q. v. 
5c. 35, V. xii. 20, vi. ii. 46, vi. iii. 4. Upton. 

XLI. 1. His fad dull eies^ deep funck &c.] Perhaps Dant^^B 
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Could not endare th' unwonted funne to 

view; 
His bare thin cheekes for want of better bits. 
And empty fides deceived of dieir dew, 
Could make a ftony hart his hap to rew; 
His rawbone armes, whofe mighty brawned 

bowrs 
Were wont to rive fteele plates, and helmets 

hew, 
Were clene confum'd ; and all his vital! powres 
Decay d; and al his flefti fhronk up like withered 

flowres. 

XLII. 

Whome when his Lady faw, to him (he ran 
With hafty ioy : to fee him made her glad, 
And fad to view his vifage pale and wan ; 
Who earft in flowres of freflieft youth was clad. 
Tho, when her well of teares {he wafted had. 
She faid; " Ah deareft Lord! what evil ftarre 



ghoft of Forefe might here occur to the poet's mind, Furg. 

€••• 
. XXUl. A 

'^ Negli occhi era ciafcuna ofcura, e cava, 
^' Pallida nella faccia, e tanto fcema, 
" Che dair offa la pelle s' iuformava/' Todd. 

XLI. 2. th* unwonted funne] The light that he 

had long been difufed to. Church. 

XLI. 6. whofe mighty hrawned bowrs,] The 

bowrs are what anatomifts call, mufctUi fiexorei ; fo named be-* 
caufe eafily bowed. The Danes ufe buu for the ihoulder. 

Upton, 
XLI. 8. Were clene confumd ;] Were entirely confumed. 
So ?fal. xxxi. 14. ^ I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out 
of mind/' Todd, 
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On you hath frownd, and pourd his influ- 
ence bad, 
That of your felfe ye thus berobbed arre. 
And this mifleeming hew your manly looks doth 
marre? 

XLIIl. 

" But welcome now, my Lord in wele or woej 
Whofe prefence I have lackt too long a day : 
And fye on Fortune mine avowed foe, 
Whofe wrathful wreakes themfelves doe now 

alay ; 
And for thefe wrotiges (hall treble penaunce pay 
Of treble good: Good growes of evils priefe/' 
Xh^ chearleffe Ma0, whom ibrrow (M difmay. 
Had no delight to treaten of his griefe ; 

His loi>g endured famine needed more rehefe. 

XLIV. 

*^ Faire Lady,'' then faid that vi6lorious Knight, 
" The things, that grievous were to doe, or' 
beare. 

Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight ; 

*^ 

XLIII. 1. mif Lord in wele or woe;] That is, 

Welcome thou that art my Lord, whether in happinefs or 
mifery. So, in Par. Lofty B. ix. 133. " As to him link'd in 
weal or woe J* See alfo B. viii. 637. AH other editions place 
a comma after Lor(f« Church. 

.XLIIL 7. The ckeareleffe man, &c.] It is unnatural, that 
the Redcrofle Knight fhould be fo fuddenlv reconciled to Una, 
after he had forfaken her, for her fuppofed infidelity and im- 
purity. The poet fhould certainly firil have brought about an 
eclairciffement between them. T* Warton. 

XLIV. 3. Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight; 

Bejl mujicke breeds delight in loathing eare:] Here 
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Beft muficke breeds delight in loathing eare: 
But th' only good, that growes of paffed feare, 
Is to be wife, and ware of like agein. 
This daies enfample hath this leflbn deare 
Deepe written in my heart with yron pen, 
That hlijje may not abide injiate of mortall men. 

« 

XLV. 

" Henceforth, Sir Knight, take to you wonted 

ftrength, 
Andmaifter thefe milliaps with patient might: 
Loe, where your foe lies ftretcht in monftrous 

length ; 
And loe, that wicked Woman in your fight, 
The roote of all your care and wretched 

plight. 
Now in your powre, to let her live, or die/' 
" To doe her die," quoth Una, " were de- 

fpight, 



feems an errour often erred in the tranfcribing or printing of 
this poem, and that is repeating the fame word twice over. 
The learned author of the; Remarks on Spenferhas marked this 
. paliage, an<^ propof<^8 to read, not without reafon, 

*' Beft mufick breeds c^f/ZiAre in loathing eare." 
So, in Prov, xxv. 20. " As he that taketh away a garment in 
cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre; fo is he. that fmgelh 
foDgs to an heavy heart." 

The reader cannot help taking notice of the ftrift filence of 
our Chriftian Knight all this while, and how agreeable this is 
to the rules of decorum: He had no juil apology to make, and 
therefore he makes none. Upton. 

XLIV. 8. » — toith yron pen,] Job xix. 24. 

" O that my words were now written ! that they were graven 
vf'wh 2LVi yron fen !** Jortin* 



VOL. HI. 
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And (bame tWenge fo weake an enimy ; 
But fpoile her of her fcarlot robe, and let 
her fly/' 

XLVI. 

So, as {he bad, that Witch they difaraid. 
And robd of roiall robes, and purple pall. 
And ornaments that richly were difplaid ; 
Ne fpared they to ftrip her naked all. 
Then, when they had defpoyld her tire and 

call. 
Such, as ibe was, their eies might her behold^ 
That her misfbaped p^rts did them appall ; 
A loathly, wrinckled hag, ill favoured, old, 

Whofe fecret filth good manners biddeth not 
be told. 

XLVII. 

Her crafty head was altogether bald. 
And, as in hate of honorable eld. 
Was overgrowne with fcurfe and filthy fcald ; 



XLVI. 4. Ne fpared they to ftrip her naked all.] AU^ i. e. 
tntirely, altogether. See KeceL xvii. l6. " Thefe ihall hate 
tlie whore, and (hall make her defolate and naked*' Upton^ 
XLVI. 5. ' ■ her tire and call,] That is, her 

attire and caul. Church. 

XLVI. 8. A loathly^ wrinckled hagy &c.] Duefia is k copy 
of Arioilo's Alcina, who, having long engaged the afie^ions of 
Rogero by the counterfeited charms of youth and beauty, is at 
laft, by the virtue of his ring, found to be old and ugly. Thefe 
circumftances of Duefl'a's difcovery are literally tranilated from 
the Italian poet, C. vii. 75. 

^' Pallido, crefpo, e macilente avea 

** Alcina il vifo, il crin raro e canutp :— * 

*^ Ogni dente di bocca era caduto." T. Warxok« 
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^ 

Her teeth out of her rotten gummes were feld, 
And her fowre breath abhominably fmeld; 
Her dried dugs, lyke bladders lacking wind. 
Hong downe, and filthy matter from them 

weld; 
Her wrizled (kin, as rough as maple rind, 
So fcabby was, that would have loathd all wo- 
mankind. 

XLVIII. 

Her neather parts, the fliame of all her kind, 
My charter Mufe for (hame doth blulh lo 

write : 
But at her rompe (he growing had behind 
A foxes taile, with dong all fowly dight : 
And eke her feete moft monftrous were in 

fight ; 
For one of them was likje an eagles claw. 
With griping talaunts armd to greedy fight; 
The other like a beares uneven paw : 
More ugly fhape yet never living creature faw. 

XLIX. 

Which when the Knights beheld, amazd they 
were. 



XLVIII. 4. A foxes taile, &c.] A foxes taile, alluding to 
her craftinefs and cowardice; for a fox is timorous unlefs 
where he preys with fafety. The eagle, and bear, (hew her ra- 
pacious and ravenous difpofition. " And his feet were as the 
feet of a bear,** Revel, xiii. 2. Compare this pi6^ure here with 
that in Orlando Furiofo, C. xxvi. 31, where Superftition i% 
chara^erifed as ignorant; ravenous, cruel, and cunning. 

Upton. 

f2 
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And wondred at fo fowle deformed wight. 
" Such then," faid Una, " as Ihe feemeth 

here^ 
Such is the face of Falftiood ; fuch the fight 
Of fowle Duefla, when her borrowed light 
Is laid away, and eounterfefaunce knowne/' 
Thus \vhen they had the Witch difrobed 

quight. 

And all her filthy feature open fliowne, 

They let her goe at will, and wander waies 

unknowne. 

L. 

Shee, flying faft from heavens hated face, 
And from the world that her difcovered wide, 
Fled to the waftfuU wildernefle apace. 
From living eies her open fliame to hide ; , 
And lurkt in rocks and caves, long unefpide. 
But that faire crew of Knights, and Una faire, 
Did in that cafl:le afterwards abide. 
To reft ihemfelves, and weary powres repaire: 

Where ftore they fownd of al, that dainty was 
and rare. 



XLIX. 6, • eounterfefaunce] Counterfeiting^ 

diffimulation. Church. 
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CANTO IX. 

His loves and lignage Arthure tells : 
The Knights knitt friendly bands : 

Sir Treoi fan flies from Defpeyre^ 
JVhom Redcros Knight withflands, 

I. 
! GOODLY golden chayne, where^vith yfere 

The vertues linked are in lovely wize ; 

And noble mindes of yore allyed were, 

In brave pourfuitt of chevalrous emprize, 

That none did others fafety defpize, 

Nor aid envy to him, in need that Aands ; 

But friendly each did others praife devize. 

How to advaunce with favourable hands. 

As this good Prince redeemd the RedcrolTe 

Knight from bands. 

II. 
Who when their powres, empayrd through 

labor long. 
With dew repaft they had recured well, 
And that weake captive wight now wexed 

ftrong ; 
Them lift no lenger there at leafure dwell, 

L 1. yfere] In company, together. 

Pfed by Chaucer and G. Douglas. See alfo F. Q. ii. i. 35^ i'u 
ix. 2, iii. vii. 48, &c. So in fere, in company. Upton, 

f3 
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But forward fare, as their adventures fell : 
But, ere they parted, Una faire befought 
That ftraunger Knight his name and nation 

tell ; 
Leaft fo great good, a3 he for her had 

wrought, 
♦Should die unknown, and buried be in thankles 

thought, 

^* Faire Virgin/* faid the Priiiee, *^ yee me re^ 
quire 
A thing without the compas of my witt : 
For both the lignage, and the certein fire. 
From which I fprong, from mee are hidden y itt, 

. For all fo fodne as life did me admitt 
Into this world, and Ihewed hevens light, 
From mother s pap I taken was unfitt, 

II. 6, Una faire befoiigkt 

That Jtraunger Ktiight his name and nation tell ;] That 
I^Ki knew the name, which this Knight was known by in Fairy 
land, is plain from flanza 6 jufl below. But Fairy Knights 
often concealed their real names, and took feigned names : 
Good manners therefore made her afk, before (he addrefled 
him. Una knew not whether Prince Arthur was his real or 
p,flumed nape ; nor does he in hife anfwer refolve this doubts 
Our poet (like the romance writers) gives bis heroes various 
titles: St. George is known by the title of the Redcroffe 
Knight: Arthegal has the name of the ya/vagc Knight : Brito-r 
mart pafles for a njan ; and Una is called the errant dawzelL 
In imitation of this cuftom and manner of romance heroes, 
Don Quixote took the title of Knight of the forrowful counter 
nance^ afterwards of Knight of the lions ; herein following (as he 
fays himfelf) the pradtipe of Knights errants, who changed their 
names, whenever it either ferved their turns or pleafed theii" 
fancies. Upton. . 
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And fti'eight delivered to a Fary Knight, 
To be upbrought in gentle thewes and martiall 
might. 

IV. 

" Unto old Timon he me brought bylive ; 
Old Timon, who in youthly yeares hath beene 
In warlike feates th' experteft man alive. 
And is the wifeft now on earth I weene : 
His dwelling is, low in a valley greene. 



III. 9. . — , in getitk thtfwes] In genteel accomplifh* 

meats. Church. 

IV. 1. Unto old Timon he me brought] I have often ob- 
fervpd that Spenfex varies his names from hiAory, mythology, 
or romance, agreeable to his own fcheme : and here, by faying 
tbp.t Arthur was nurtured by Timon, allegorically he means, 
that he was brought up in the ways of honour : for fo his tu- 
tor's name fignifies. " Unto old Timon he me brought/' He 
agrees with the principal fubllantive in A. 3. viz. the certeinjire 
from which I fprongy namely, Uter Pendragon.— TAe Fary 
Knight y there mentioned, is, according to Spenfer, Timon^ ac- 
cording to the hiftorie of P. Arthur, Sir Ekor, — Let us bear 
our poet's own account in his letter to Sir W. R. " Arthur 
was a long while under the education of Timon, to whom he 
was by Merlin delivered to be brought up, fo foone as he, was 
borne of the lady Igrayne ; during which time he faw in a 
vifion the Faery Queen, with whofe excellent beautie ravifhed, 
he refolved to feeke her out : and fo being by Merlin armed, 
and by Timon thoroughly inftrudted, he went to feek her forth 
in Faerye Land." This does not entirely agree with Spenfer's 
.account in the poem ; where 'tis not Merlin that delivers him 
to be educated by old Timon, the fairy knight ; but he^ the fii% 
from whom P. Arthur fprung. To reconcile Spenfer with 
liimfelf, we muft interpret, " by Merlin delivered," delivered 
hy the counfel of Merlin. Prince Arthur fays. Merlin had charge 
his difcipline to frame : This is according to the hiftory of P. 
Arthur, and Jeff, of Monmouth. And hence Ariofto fays. 
That Arthur undertook no enterprize without the counfel of 
Merlin, C. xxyi. 9, Upton. 

f 4 
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Under the foot of Rauran mofly hore, 

From whence the river Dee, as filver cleene. 

His tombling billowes rolls with gentle rore; 

There all my daies he traind me up in vertuous 

lore. 

V. 

^* lliether the great paagicien Merlin came. 
As w^s his ufe, qfttipaes to vifitt ipee ; 
For he had pharge pay difcipline to framp, 
And tutors nouriture to overfee. 
Him oft arid oft I afkt in privity, 
Of what loines and what lignage I did fpring, 
AVhofe aunfwere bad me ftill afTured bee, 
That I was fonne and heire unto a king, 

As time in her iuft t^erm tjie truth to light 
ihould bring/' 

VI. 

^* Well wprthy impe," faid tl^eji the Lady gent, 

IV. 6. Under the foot of Rauran] In Seidell's illuilratioo 
of Dinas Emris, where Merlin prophefied, he adds '♦ Rauran-r 
Vaur hill is there by in Meripneth : whence the origin of that 
fidion of the Mufes bed pupil, the noble Spenfer, in fuppofing 
Merlin vfpally to vifit his old Timon, whofe dwelling he places 
low in a Talley greeffe, under the foot o/* Rauran, &c/' Dray- 
ton's Polyolb. Song X. liluftr. Todd, 

^ VI. 1. tVell ivorthy impe, &c.] Impe is childj derived 
perhaps from the Welch imp^ a Jhoot or fucker. So, in F. Q. 
Introdudi. i. 3. " Impe of higjieft love.'^ See a}fo note on F. 
Q. V. xi. 16\ In the metrical romance o( Pefijiratus and Cata-' 
fiea, we have " imps of heauenly hewe," Sign. I. vi. b. Shak- 
Ipeare feems to ridicule this ufe of the woj-d, by putting it into 
f;he mouth of that dealer in bombaft, ancient Piflol, when he 
greets the reformed Henry, K. Hen. IV. P. 2. A. and S. ult. 
'* The heavens thee guard and keep, moft royall imp of fame V* 
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" And pupil fitt far fuch a tutors band ! 
But what adventure, or what high intent. 
Hath brought you hether into Fary land, 
Aread, Prince Arthure, crowne of martiall 

band ?" 
** Full hard it is/' quoth he, " to read aright 
The courfe of heavenly caufe, or underftand 
The fecret meaning of th' Eternall Might, 
That rules mens waies, and rules the thoughts 

of living wight. 

VII. 

^ For whether He, through fatal deepe forelight, 
Me hither fent, for caufe to me ungheft ; 
Or that freih bleeding wound, which day and 

night 
Whilome doth rancle in my riven breft. 
With forced fury following his beheft. 
Me hether brought by wayes yet never found ; 
You to have helpt 1 hold my felf yet bleft/' 
" Ah ! courteous Knight," quoth ftie, " what 
fecret wound 
Could ever find to grieve the gentleft hart on 
ground ?*' 



Of Lady gent fee the explanation, where the fame phrafe 
occurs, in ftanza xxvii. Todd. 

VI. 5. Jread, Prince Arthurey] Arthur and Una have been 
hitherto reprefented as ei^tire ilrangers to each other ; and it 
does not appear how Un^ bepanie acquainted with the name 
of this new Knight. T. Wauton. 
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VIIL 

^' Dear Dame/' quoth he, " you fleeping fparkes 

awake, 
Which, troubled once, into huge flames will 

grow ; 
Ne ever will their fervent fury flake. 
Till living moyflure into fmoke do flow. 
And wafled life doe lye in aflies low. 
Yet lithens filence lafTeneth not my fire. 
But, told, it flames ; and, hidden, it does glow ; 
I will revele what ye fo much defire : 
Ah ! Love, lay down tliy bow, the whiles I may 

refpyre. 

IX. 

•' It w^s in frefhefl flowre of youthly yeares". 
When corage firfl does creepe in manly chefl ; 
Then firft that cole of kindly heat appeares 
To kindle love in every living brefl : 
But me had warnd old Timons wife behefl, 
Thofe creeping flames by reafon to fubdew, 

VIII. 2. Whichy troubled once,"] Which being once dif- 
turbed and raked into. Church. ' 

IX, 3. that cole] The fecond and all the lat^ 

editions read ** the cole." But " that cole" alludes to the 

Jleeping fparkes in tlie preceding flanza. Church. 

Mr. Upton reads " that cole ;" but Tonfon's edition, pub- 
lifhed in the fame year with thofe of Upton and Church, reads 
*W//tfCole." Todd. 

IX. 5. o/c? Timons] The firft edition reads 

Cleons, Spenfer doubted whether to take the name of Prince 
Arthur's tutor from glory, or from honour. See the note on 
it. 4. But he correded Cleans among the errours of the prefs. 

Upton. 
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Before their rage grew to fo great unreft, 
As tniferable lovers ufe to rew, 
Which ftill wex old in woe, whiles woe ftil 
wexeth new. 

X. 

" That ydle name of love, and lovers life. 
As lofle of time, and vertues enitny, 
I ever fcornM, and ioyd to ftirre up ftrife, 
In middeft of their mournfuU tragedy ; 
Ay wont to laugh, when them I heard to cry. 
And blow the fire, which them to aflies brent : 
Their g^d himfelfe, grievd at my liberde, 
Shott many a dart at me with tiers intent ; 

But I them warded lall with wary government. 

XI. . 
" But all in vaine ; ho fort Can be fo ftrong, 

Ne flefhlv breft can armed be fo fownd. 
But will at laft be wonne with battrie long. 
Or unawares at difad vantage fownd : 
Nothing is fure that growes on earthly grownd. 
And who moft truftes in arme of fleihly might. 
And boaftes in beauties chaine not to be 

bownd. 
Doth fooneft fall in difaventrous fight, 
And yeeldes his caytive neck to vigours mofl; 

defpight. 

XII. 

" Enfample make of him your haplefFe ioy. 
And of my felfe now mated, as ye fee ; 



76 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK I. 

Whofe prouder vaunt that proud avenging boy 
Did foone pluck downe, and curbd my libjertee. 
For on a day, prickt forth with ioUitee 
Of loofer hfe and heat of hardiment, 
Raunging the foreft wide on courfer free, 
The fields, the floods, the heavens, with one 

confent. 
Did feeme to laugh on me, and favour mine 

intent. 

XIII. 

^* Forwearied with my fportes, I did alight 
From loftie fleed, and downe to fleepe me 

layd : 
The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight. 
And pillow was my helmett fayre difplayd : 
Whiles every fence the humour fweetembayd, 
And flombring foft my hart did fleale away. 
Me feemed, by my fide a royall Mayd 
Her daintie limbes full foftly down did lay : 

So fayre a creature yet faw never funny day. 

XIV. 

" Moft goodly glee and lovely blandifliment 
She to me made, and badd me love her deare ; 
For* dearely fure her love was to me bent. 
As, when iufl: time expired, fhould appeare. 



XIII. 1. Forwearied] Oter fatigued. See F. Q. i. i. 32. 
The edition of 1751 reads For wearied. Church. 

The fame midake is alfo committed in Tonfon's edition oC 
1758. Todd. 
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But, whether dreames delude, or true it were, 
Was never hart fo raviflit with dehght, 
Ne Hving man like wordes did ever heare, 
As (he to me delivered all that night; 
And at her parting faid, She Queene of Faries 
hight. 

XV. 

" When I awoke, and found her place devoyd,j 
And nought but prefled gras where (he had lyen, 
I forrowed all fo much as earft I ioyd, 
And waflied all her place with watry eyen. 
From that day forth I lov'd that face divyne ; 
From that day forth I caft in carefuU mynd, 
To feek her out with labor and long tyne, 
And never vowd to reft till her I fynd : 

Nyne monethes I feek in vain, yet nill that 
vow unbynd/* 

XIV. 6. Was never hart &c.] See the note on F. Q. i. iii. 
4. Did never 8ic, Todd. 

XIV. 9. She Queene of Partes higbt.] Was called. 

See alfo F. Q. i. x. 12, i. x. 55, &c. It appears to have been 
the cuilom of our ancient poets thus to employ hight without 
prefixing was, is, &c. So, in Songes and Sonnets, by the Earle 
of Surrey and others, 12mo. 1587. fol. 5. b. 

" Bright is her hew, and Geraldine fhe hight,*' 
So likewife in the Prologue to Prefton's Cambifes, written and 
printed in the reign of Elifabeth : 

" In Percia there reignid a king, who Cirus hight by name." 
That is, was called, Todd. 

XV, 8. And never vowd to rejl] That is, as Mr. Church 
interprets, " And vow'd never to reil." So I read with the 
firft edition, Mr. Church, and the edition of 1751. All other 
impreilions follow the fecond edition, which reads row?. Todd, 

XV, 9. Nt/ne monethes &c.] See the note, F. Q. ii. ix. 7. 

Chvrch. 
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XVI. 

Thus as he ipake, his vifage wexed pale, 

And chaunge of hew great paffioj? did bewray ; 
Yett ftill he ftrove to cloke his inward bale, 
And hide the fmoke that did his fire difplay ; 
Till gentle Una thus to him gan fay ; 
" O happy Queene of Faries, that haft fownd, 
Mongft many, one that with his prowefle may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confowmi ! 

True loves are often fown, but feldom grow on 

grownd.^' 

XVII. 

" Thine, O ! then,'' faid the gentle Jledcrofle 

Knight, 
" Next to that Ladies love, Ihal be the place, 
O fayreft Virgin, full of heavenly light, 
Whofe wondrous faith, exceedingeftrt]aly race^ 
Was firmeft fixt in njyne extremeft cafe. 
And you, my Lord, the patrone of my life, 
Of that great Queene may well gaine wor- 

thie grace ; 
For onely worthie you through prowes priefe^ 
Yf living man mote worthie be, to be her liefe/' 

/ XVIII. 

So diverfly difcourfing of their loves. 

The golden funne his gliflring head gan flbew. 



XVI. 2. —■ paffion] C ommviion, ^iiord^r. 

See the note on F. Q. i. ii. 26. Church. 
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And fad remembraunce now the Prince amovesr 
With frefli defire his voyage to purfew : 
Als Una earnd her traveill to renew. 
Then thofe two Knights, fell frendfhip for 

to bjnd. 
And love efbtblifli each to other trew, 
Gave goodly gifts, the fignes of gratefull 

mynd. 
And eke, as pledges firme, right hands together 

ioynd. 

XIX. 

Prince Arthur gave a boxe of diamond fure, 
Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament, 

XVIII. 3. amoves] Moves. Chaucer 

thus ufes it witb the particle added. .See alfo amovedy F. Q. 
iii. ix. 24, iii. xi. 13. Upton. 

XVIII. 5. Als] Alfo. Again, ft. 21. But fee the note 
on JlSf F. Q. iv. vii. 35. Todd. 

XVIII. 9. And ekcy as pledges] This is the reading of the 
firft edition, which is followed by thofe of 1751 and Mr. 
Church. All other editions read " the pledges." Todd. 

XIX. 1. Prince Arthur gave &c.] Our Knights do not 
part without mutual prefents ; and this is agreeable to Homer : 
Diomed and Glaucus, Ajax and Hedor, part not without gifts, 
though engaged in different interefts. In the box, given by 
the prince, were inclofed " few drops of liquor of wondroiii 
worth, , 

" That any wownd could heale incontinent :" 
That the Redcrofle Knight had occafion for fuch a prefent 
may be feen by turning to F. Q. i. v. 45. See likewife i. vii. 31. 
This precious liquour is mentioned in F. Q. iv. viii. 20. And 
thefe kind of enchanted balfoms and liquonrs are frequently 
to be met with in romance-writers : in imitation of thefe, Don 
Quixote endeavours to get the balfara of Fierabras, which 
cures all wounds. Upton. 

XIX. 2. Embowd] ArcJiedy arcuatus, bent like a bow : 
^ A box having a vaulted cover of goldj^ Spenler, in htt 
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Wherein were closd fevr drops of liquor pure. 
Of wondrous worth, and vertue excellent. 
That any wownd could heale incontinent. 
Which to requite, the Redcroffe Knight him 

gave 
A Booke, wherein his Saveours Teftament 
Was writt with golden letters rich and brave ; 
A worke of wondrous grace, and hable foules 

to fave. 

XX. 

Thus beene they parted ; Arthur on his way 
To feeke his love, and th' other for to fight 
With Unaes foe, that all her realme did pray. 
But ftie, now weighing the decayed plight 
And Ihrunken fynewes of her chofen Knight, 
Would not a while her forward courfe purfew, 

Vifions of the Worlds Vanity, expreffes the curve of the moon 
by this word ; " embowed like the moon." Harington» in his 
Orlando Furiofo, makes ufe of embowd to denote the concave 
appearance of the clouds in the iky, B. xxxii. 93. In the 
fame fenfe, fays Bacon, of bow windows : *' For imbowed win- 
dows, I hold them of good ufe ; for they be prettie retiring 
places for conference," EJl Of Buildings xlv. Gafcoigne, in his 
Jocajla, applies embowd to a roof, A. i. S. ii. 

" The gilted roofs embowd with curious worke •/' 
That is, vaulted with curious work : And Milton, 
" The high embowed roof 

" With antique pillars &c." T. WArtox. 
The ufe of embowed feems to have been common, by Barret's 
introdudion of it into his Didionary, publiihed in 1580. 
Under the examples, illuftrating the word, he mentions 
" roofes earned and embowed ;* and, what is more to the pre- 
fent purpofe, " pretious of, fafhion, embowed; extuberantes 
^emmaB| quibus opponuntur cav9s. Pliu." Todd, 



Ne bring him forth in fece of dreadful! fight, 
Till he recovered had his former hew : 
For him to be yet weake and wearie well ihe 
knew* 

XXL 

So as they ti*aveild^ lo ! they gari efpy 

An armed Knight towards them gallop faft, 
That feemed from fome feared foe to fly, 
Or other griefly thing, that him aghaft. 
Still, as he fledd, his eye was backward caft, 
As if his feare ftiU followed him behynd : 

* Als flew his fteed, as he his bandes had braft, 
And with his winged hedes did tread the wynd, 

As he had been a fole of Pegafus his kynd- 

XXL 4. - ■ ■ ■ — that him aghaft.] That terrified 

him. Aghtifi is here ufed as a verb ; frequently he ui'es it as a 
participle. See ftanza xxiii, and elfewhere. Church* 

^g^Jt^f hoth as a verb and a participle, is alio ufed by 
Chaucer. See Tyrwhitt's GloflT. Todd. 

XXI. 6. yls j/'Ai* feare] The thing which hefearedt Com- 
pare Proro* i. 26. " I will mock when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as defolation/' Of this palfage an 
older tranflation, namely in 15()9, is as follows : *' Therfore 
Aall I alfo laughe in your deftrudlion, and mocke you, when 
that thinge that ye feare commeth upon you ; euen when the 
t hinge that ye be ajrayde of falleth in fodenlie like a ftorme.'V 
Spenfer illuftrates himfelf F. Q. v. viii. 39. 

Fail did they fly as them their feete could beare 
High over hilles, and lowly over dales, 
Aa they xoere follow* d of their former fbabi:.'' 
Shakfpeare ufes the word in the fenfe of that iohich occafions 
fear^ in Ant, and Cleop, A. ii. S. iii. 

: : " near him, thy angel 

" Becomes a/ear — " 
On which paflfage the commentators have obferved, ihoXfear 
W9S a perfonage in fome gf the ancient moralities. Todd* 
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XXII. 

Nigh as he drew, they might perceive his head 
To be unarmd, and curld uncombed heares 
Upftaring ftifFe, difmaid with dncouth dread : 
Nor drop of blood in all his face appeares. 
Nor life in limbe ; and, to increafe his feares, 
Infowle reproch of knighthoodesfctyre degree. 
About his neck an hempen rope he weares. 
That with his gliftring armes does ill agree : 

But he of rope, 6r armes, has now no memoree, 

XXIII. 

The Redcrofle Knight toward him croffed fail. 
To weet what mifter wight was fo difmayd : 
There him he findes all fenceleffe and aghaft, 
That of himfelfe he feemd to be afrayd ; 
Whom hardly he from flying forward ftayd, 
Till he thefe wordes to him deliver might ; 
*' Sir Knight, aread who hath ye thus arayd. 
And eke from whom make ye this hafty flight ? 

For never Knight I faw in fuch mifleeming 
plight/' 

XXIV. 

JHe anfwerd nought at all ; but adding new 
Feare to his firft amazment, flaring wyde 

XXIII. i2. To weet what mifter wigktl To learn ivha^ 
manner of perfon, &c.' So Chaucer, p. 14. ed. Urr. 

" But tellith me what mijler men ye ben." Church.^ 
XXII L 4. That of himfelfe &c.] See the note, F. Q. i. 
ii, 10. Sackville, in his JnduBion, had thus defcribed Dread : 
^* Soyn'd and amaz'd at his owne fhade for dreed, 
*^ And fearing greater dangers then was need/' Todd. 
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With ftony eyes and hartlefle hollow hew, 

Aftoniftit ftood, as one that had afpyde 

Infernall Furies with, their chaines untyde. 

Him yett againe, and yett againe^ befpake 

The gentle Knight ; who nought to him re- 

plyde ; 

But, trembling every ioynt, did inly quake. 

And foltring tongue at laft thefe words feemd 

forth tp Ihake ; 

xxv. 

" For Gods deare love, Sir Knight, doe me not 
ftay; 
For loe ! he comes, he comes faft after mee !" 
Eft looking back would faine have runne 
away j 

XXIV. 4» as one that had afpyde 

Infernall Furies with their chnines ttntyde,'] Virg. 
Mn. iv. 469. 

" Eumenidum veluti demens vicjet agmina Pentheus." 
Thus OreHes in his difturbed imagination fees the infernal 
Furies. See Eurip. Ore/?, ver. 255, &c. Spenfer makes the 
Came obfervation, F. Q. ii. v. 37, ii. viii. 46' ; aud in other 
pafiTages. Upton. 

XXV. 1. Tor Gods deare love. Sir Knight, doe me not ftay ; 

Tor loe ! he crimes, &c.] This fpeech, with the 
frequent repetitions, plainly (hows a hurried and dlfturbed 
mind. The fanje obfervation might be made on ft. 28; 
where, with many paufes and circumlocutions, this difturbed 
Knight defcribes Defpair : He i^ frightened, and in horrour, at 
the very name of him — that Villen — that curfed wight — a mart 
of hell-'—God from him me hlejfe !-^rom whom I juft efbaped—^ 
that calls himfelf Defpayre, A poet muft have a lively feeling 
of all thefe images before he can make them fo perfpicuoufly 
pafe before our very eyes. But indeed no one had ever fuch 
a power of railing vifions and images, as Spenfer. Upton. 
XXV. 3. Eft looking hack] Eft, afterwards, moreover^ again, 

G 2 
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But he him forft to ftay, and t^Uen free 

The fecrete caufe of his perplexitie : 

Yet nathemore by his bold hartie fpeach 

Could his blood-frofen hart emboldned bee. 

But through his boldnes rather feare did 

reach ; 

Yett, forft, at laft he made through filence 

fuddein breach : 

xxvi. 

*' Aiid am I now in fafetie fure,'' quoth he, 
*' From him, that would have forced me to 

dye ? 
And is the point of death now turnd fro mee. 
That I may tell this haplefle hiftory ?" 
" Fear nought/* quoth he, " no daunger now 

is nye/* 
" Then (hall I you recount a ruefuU cace,'' 
Said he, ** the which with this unlucky eye 
I late beheld ; and, had not greater grace 

Me reft from it, had bene partaker of the place. 

Skinner. Here, I think, S^jenfer ufes eft for again ; but for 
eflterwardsy F. Q. ii» iv. 18, and for moreover y F. Q. vi. ix. 1. 
In the Shep, CaL September ^ Mr. Bathurft interprets our poet, 
in a different fenfe from any of thefe : 

" For he had eft learned a curs call.*' 
^ft he there tranflates ufu^ thut is, by pra^ice, which feems to 
be the true fenfe of the word in Uiat place ; unlefs it is there 
ufed (ormoreoven Church. 

XXV. 6, Yet nathemore] H^ot the more. In the fame 
mannpT natficlejc, for n ever tkelefi/ is extended to three fyllaj^les, 
in the fifty- fourth ftanza. NMlefa frecjucntly occurs inChaucer, 
as well as in Speiifer. Todd. 

XXVI. 9. ', parlmkcr of the place,} Perhjips 
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XXVII. '1:0? 

•* I lately chaunft (would I had never cfaaunil !) 
With a fkyre Knight to keepen companee. 
Sir Terwin hight, that well himfelfe advaunft 
In all afFayres, and was both bold and free; 
But not fo happy as mote happy bee ; 
He lovM, as was his lot, a Lady gent,' * 
That him againe lov^d in the leaft degifee*^ 
For ftie was proud, and of too high intent. 

And ioyd to fee her lover languifh and lament : 

•. XXVIIL 

" From whom retourning fad and comfortlefle. 
As on the way together we did fare. 
We met that Villen, (God from him me 

blefle!) 
That curfed wight, from whom I fcapt 

whyl€are,f 
A man of l^ell, A^t palls himfelfe D^fpayre i 

it might be better/ ^* ^Ttski^r an the place ;" that is, 1 Khould 
have killed myfelf in the fame place where I law another, kill 
Limfel£ .Jortin. 

The true reading (as I find it in all the editions) is more 
agreeable to Spenfer's manner. So F. Q. iii. viii, 50. 

. "- — " And be partaker of their fpeede \' 
That is, I will join them in their purfuit. In like manner Sir 
Trevifan means to fay, that, had not greater grace (than was 
^ven to Ills unhappy companion) drawn him from that hor- 
rible place, the Cave of Defpair, he ihould have been in i/, at 
the time he was then fpeakiug. Church. 

XXVII. 6, a Lady gent,] So, in the fixth 

ftanza of this canto, ** the Lady gent" Gent is eccomph/hed^ 
iandfome. See Cotgrave's Fr, Did. V. Gent, And thus, ix^ 
Jiawes's Hiji, of Graunde Amourcy 15^4. Sign. B. iiij. b. 
** There fate d^nae Poarine, that lody gent," Todd, 
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Who firft US greete, and after fayre areedes 
Of tyBinges ft raunge, and of ad ventidpes rare : 
So creeping clofe, as fnake in hidden weedes, 
Inquireth of our ftates, and of our knightly 
deedes. 

XXIX. ' ' « 

^^ Whiqh when he knew, and felt our feeWe R^rts 
JEJmboft with bale^ and bitter byting grifefe, 
Which love had launched with his^ deadly 

darfcs ; 
With wounding words, and tern^es of foule 

repriefe, 
He pluckt from us all hope of dew reliefe. 
That earft Us held in love of lingring life: 
Then hopeleffe, hartleflei gan the cunning 

' thiefe - ' 

Perfwade us dye, to ftint all furtbiBr ftrife ; 
To ipe, he lent this rope^ to him a nifty knife ; 

XXX. 

^ Witli which fad inftrument of hafty death. 
That wofuU lover, loathing lenger lights 
A Wyde way made to let forth living breath. 
But I, more fearful! or more lucky wight, 



XXIX. 2. Emboft &c.] Overwieltfted with forrotv; See 
F. Q- iii.. i* 22. Church. 

XXX, 2, That wofuU lover, loaiUng ienger light ,} Thus 
Dido is defcribed in Virgil, JEn. iv. 450. 

'" Turn vero infelix ieXis extertita. Dido 
" Mortem oral; tadet call convexa tueti/* 
And thus the wofuU lovers in the (hades below, who killed 
themfelves; lucempero/if iEn, iv. 435. Upton. 
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Dihenayd with that deformed difmall fight, 

Fledd laft away, halfe dead with dying feare ; 

Ne yet a^urd of life by you. Sir Knight, 

Whofe like infirmity like chaunee may beare : 

But God ybu nciver let his charmed fpeaches 

cheaie P 

xxxr. 

•^ How ;»wy 4 inaa,"' faid he, " with idle 

ipaacb 
Be woniie to fpoyle the caftle of his health ?^ 
" I wQlte/* quoth he, " whom try all late did 

teach. 
That Bkfe Would riot for all this worldes wealth^ 
His fubtile tong, like dropping honny, mealtTi 
Into the hearty and fearcheth every vaine ; 
Tliat, ere one b6 aware, by fecret Health 
His powre is reft, and weaknes doth remaine. 
never. Sir, defire to try his guilefull traine !'* 

XXXIL 

** Certes,^ fayd he, " hence fhall I never reft, 

XXXI. 1 . Hofw may a mttn, &c.] How can a man be pre- 
vailed upon by words, to fpoil &c. See the note$> F. Q. u 
vi. 39, i. xii, 40,, ii. i. li. CauilCH. 

XXX I. 2. — the caftle of his health ?} This ex- 

prelTion might have "been fuggefted perhaps by Sir Thomas 
Eliot's CajHe of Helthcy a book publifned in 1534. However, 
Sackville liad alfo ufed the phrafe in his Indufiiofi :■ 
" When fickneffe feekes his cq/?e/r^ea/M to fcale.** 

f \ ToBi>. 

XXXI. 5., Hisjuhtile tongy Kke dropping honnyy &cj See 
Pror. V. 3. " The lips of a ftrange woman drop as an honey* 
comb.** See alfo Horn. IL «. 249> and Taffo, C. ii. 6l. 
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Till I that Treachour^ art hav^ ; braird • and 
tryde: : : • ;i 

And you, Sir Knight, whofe name motfe I 
requeft, : i ; :. ; 7 

Of grace do me unto his pabin guydq/f »,,rr 

^' I, that hight Trevifan," quotfe hfl, " will 
ryde, 

Againft my Uking, backe to doe you grace ; 

But not for gold nor glee will 1 abyde 

By you, when ye arrive in that faatti^ placfe ; 
For lever had I die then fee his deadly face/' 

XXXIII. . , ; j 

Ere long they come, where th^t faflis ^ic^ed 
wight . , , -^ M 

His dwelling has, low in ^n hollow caye, ; 
Far underneath a cr?i^y cliff ypigbt^ : 

XXXII. 2. '■ Ma^ Treachours] Treachmtr, treachtour^ 

traitor. Galj. trickeur. See alfo F. Q. ii. i. 42, ii. iv* 27»i n, 
X. 51. ^Upton. 

-XXXII. 7» B^ut not for gold nqr glee] J make np dpv^b^ 
Sp6nfef gave, ' • v. 

" But not for gold or fee —r** 
So, in F. Q» i, x, 43, 



— ^ nor would /or gold or fee 
" Be wonne — " Church. 

XXXII. 9, For lever had I die &c.] \ had rafter di« 
^han &c, Sp Chaucer, p, J06, edit, Urr. 

^* ]\Ie /^rir were than a barrel of ale \ 

** My vvife at home had herd this legend opes/' '^ , 
And Fairfax, C^ ix, 36, , ".. 

" Nor can he tell whether he leifer would ' 
•'Or die himfelfe, or kill the Pagan bould." 

Church, 

XXXIII. 3. ^ =» — ypight,] This is the 

reading of the fecoad edition, The fijrft, prob^bljr by aw er^owr 
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. ? DarkjESi doleful!, dreliry , like a greedy grave^ 
That ftill for carrion carcafes doth crave : 
On topfwlbereof ay du^elt the ghaftly owle. 
Shrieking his balefull note, which ever drave 
Far ffiQip thajt haunt all other ehearefiillfowle J 

And all about it wandring ghoftes did wayle 
and howle : 

And all about old ftocke^ and 'ftubg of trees, 
Whef 0j(Mii nQj! fruit ;^r leaf^ w^s jeyer feAii, 

; Did l>ai|gi ^fim th^ raggi^l jockyj tkheesi j I 
Op wbiqb; h^d many wreteh^^ biai^jd beeiie, 

VWhpfe feafcafos were foattred b% ifihb' greerie, 
And throwne about the cliffs. Armved there, 

qF the pirefSf gives ypUgkt, JPighi;'. iai-fr^uent in Sp^iyfer for 
placed^ ^xfiA. in th^ fx^ii\ari^llie^qildivelt ChaUq^r ufes tJiCF 
word, addreffmg the Virgin JVfary, p. 143. edit.^Jim 

." Through thip humbleffe#> th^.Goft th^,,ito:The light, 
" Of whofe.vertue, when hei^ thin hert/9^1^^^! 
'* Conceived was the Fjatherjs fapiencq, <5c<^i"i, Todd. 
XXXJII. 6*. , On top whereof, a^dmltthfgf^ii/otjle, 

Shrieking hi^.lmlefkdffnptfSf ^Cf] Henry More, 
the celebrated Platonill and paflienate,, admirer , of Spenfer, 
has, in his Song of the Soul^ 3. i- it. ui, imitated, I had ahwioft? 
feid rivalled, this fine paff^ge : I . j i ;r . >j i-' 

" Hence you may fee, if that yQo dare tp'mind, J ;( : ; 

" Upon the (ide,of this ^cc,ul?fe4 hil* 1 1 , ' ; 

Many a dv^dfiLiil corf^ytoll in, wind, , , / 

Which with liard halter ith^jr loathd liifp did fpill. 
" There lives ,aijotber which himffelf did kill . 
** VVitb rufty knife, all rolFd in his own bilopd ; 
** And ever and anon a.dolefull kuill 
** Comes from the fatal! owl, that in fad mood 
** With drery found doth pierce through the death-ihadowcd 
wood.'* 
Roth points feem to have remembered Virgil, J5J«. iv. 46o. 

Todd* 
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That bare-head Knight,^ for dpead aiid d^le* 

full teerie, 
Would faine have fled, ne durfb approchen 
• .: neare; . ■.■■-;;•' '^ ..:!^'-- 

But th* other forft him ftaye, and comforteci in 
feare. ' 

XXXV. ; .: . ;J h. 

That darkefome cave they enter, where they find 
That curfed man, low fittartg oil thef groimd, 
rMufing fiiJl fadly in his fullein miiSd : 
Hiar gri^fie lockes, lotfg gt-owett afid- unbound, 
. DifdrdirBd l^ofig about his ftuMlkfers rbutid, 
r And hid his face ; through which his feblfow 
^ i / -eyne ■ . . • .^ • > ..-..^ > ..■^■:- 

XXXV. 4..' Hu gri^fie t&ckes,] the folios of 1(511 int! 
1679 resid griefli/, which iis, I think, as Spenfefr gave it. Seer' 
F. Q. ii. xi. 12, iii. xii. 19. Church. * 

Mr. Uptod abfolutely reads' gn^'e; forfo foolifh a reading 
as griejiey he faysy bearing fonfie refemblance of truth without 
being the tiling itfelf, is lead of all to be borne.— But we are 
not here, I think, 40 exclaim fo haHily, lik^ Sir Hugh Evans, 
" The tevil and his tarn ! what phrafe is this ?*' Griefiy is, in- 
deed, a common word in Spenfer; and on that very account, 
I appi^hend) the poet here wrote g«^e, and not gri^te; he 
plainly intended to paint Defpair in colours, that would ex- 
hibit a mojl fquaiidh^^\ but griejlk denotes hMtimSy terrible^ 
and is more applicable to the covntenafite thaii to the hair ; 
whereas griejie locks corrfefpond with the fubfequent defcription 
of the wretjch's filthy drefs^: And fo Spenfcr^s 6Wn editions read. 
Dr. Johnfon, in his Dictionary, has cited this paflage, however, 
in order to illuilrate the adjedive griflyi I miift not omit to 
obferve, that Spenfer's contemporary, Arthur Golding, has, in 
his tranfiation of Ovid's 4th Metamorphofis, deicribed the 
Furies with ^^ Jilthy heare," Todd. 

XXXV. 6. hU hollow eyne 

Lodkt deadly dullf] The fame image is finely 
reprefented by Chaucer, p. 344. edit. Urr. 
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Lodct deacUy dulU and flared as aftoosd ; 
His raw-bone cheekes, through penurie and 

pme, 
W^xe ihronke into his iawes, as he did never 

dbifj* 

XXXVI. 

His garment, nought hut many ragged clouts, 
With tbornes together p^nd and patch€;d was. 
The which his naked fides he wrp,pt ^j^outs : 
And him befide there lay upon the gras 
A dreary corfe, wbofe Jife away did pas, 

. iA^WuUow^m Hb own y^ kike^warme bloodj 
That from his wound yet welled ii^, alas ! 
In which? i% .ru% i luufe \ f^tft > fixed fteiod^ 

And ms^de an op^n paflage for the guihiAg flood. 

XXXVIf. wJ i 

Which piteous fpe^ck?, ;itpproving trew ' 
The, wofuU tale that Tjevifan had told^ • 

*5 . ^is w^fiill mad, th^ i^^ap; ^lat fully deidi, / ! , 

** When t^at he herde the aame of Thifbe criep, . ,' ^ 

XXXV. 8. His raw-bone cheekes, &c.] Sackville, who, next 
to Spenfer, is, the moft full ^nd exproffive painter ofallegorick 
perfonages, defcribes his Miferie alter the fame manner : 
*' His face was leane, and fome deale pin'd sway, 
'^ Aud eke his hands qonfum^d to the bone y 
" But what his bodie was I cannot fay, 
" For on his carkas raymeat had he none, 
" Saue clouts and patches pieiced one by onfe." 
Bat the circumftance of the thorns in ft. 36 is new, and flrongly 
pidurefque. T. Warton. 

The circumflance of the thorns, however, is not n^w; but, 
as Mr. Upton has obferved, is an imitation of Virgirs ** con- 
^rtum tegmen fpinis/' i£n. iii. 59^, Todd« 
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Whenais the gentle Redcroffe Knight did 

vew; 
With firie zeale he burnt in courage* bold 
Hink to avenge, before his blood were cold ; 
And to the Villein fayd ; " Thou damned 

wight, ' 

The authour of this !fa^ we here behold. 
What iuftice can bot iudge againft thee right. 
With tkine owrie blood to price! his bbod, here 

fhediniightr ' ' ' ,^; 

. ; ; ■ ' ^XXX¥III. r' ^'-^ i;iur.- ' . 

" What ifranticfce fit^'' quoth liie^ ♦^Hathif fiiM 
[/. ^diftuaughtv r^ ' ^...' ■ « -^j^ ?<^'''."- •>^-- ^' 

TheiSf foblilh maiAt^lfo rafli aidoome to give ? 

Wbatiiuftice ever other iudgement tdugfrt; '- 

But he fhould dy^ j who merites not to live ? 

None Bk to death; this man defpfeiyfing drive 

But hiiS owne guiltief mind, deferving death. 

Is then uniuft to each his dew to give ? 

Or let him dye; that biithethli!vihgll)reath ? 
Or Iqt him die ^t e^fe, that liveth here^uneath ? 

XXXVII.'9. With tlnneottne blood to price his blood, &c.T 
That is, to pay the price of his blood with thine. ItaL prezztire^ 
" Wliofo ' iheddeth mail's blood, by man (hall his blood be 
flied," Gen. tx. 6, Sec ialib ft. 43, and C. v, ft. 56. Upton. 

XXXVIII. 9. ~ — u. uneath .^] . Hcarceli/^ 

See Chaucer, Mill. Prol. 3123. edit. Tyrwhitt. 

*' The Miller that for-'dronkep was all pale, 
'* . So that miethee upon his hors he fat." 
See alfo GlofT. Urry's Chaucer, V, Eiih, Sa^. eath, eafy, ready, 
&c. Whente unnethe, nnnetheSy hardly, \yith diflficulty. The 
word is often ufed by Spenfer. Todd. 



CANTO IX. Tfl£ :FAERI£ QUEENB* ^5 

XXXIX. 

" Who travailes by the wearie wandring way, 
To come unto his wifhed home in hafte, 
And meetes a flood, that doth his paflTage ftay ; 
Is not great grace to helpe him over pafl:, 
Or free his feet that in thQ myre flicke faft ? 
Moft envious man, that grieves at neighbours 

good; 
And fond, that ioyeft in the woe thou haft ; 
Why wilt not let him pafle, that long hath 

ftood 
Upon the bancke, yet wilt thy felfe not pas the 

flood? 

XL. 

** He there does now ejnioy eternall reft 

And happy eafe, which thou doeft want and 

crave. 
And further from it daily wanderqft : 
What if fome little payne the paflage have, 
That makes frayle flefti to feare the bitter 

wave ; 
Is not (hort payne well borne, that bringes 

long eafe, 



XXXJX. 1. Who travailes &c.] A great deal of the fo- 
phidry in this, and the following Hanza, feems taken from 
Seneca. Compare too Milton, Par. LoJi\ B. x. ^Q^, Upton. 

XXXIX. 4. to helpe him over paft,] That is, 

to help him pqfs cfoer ; paft for pc^fs^ becaufe of the rhyme, 

Churck. 

XXXIX. 7. And fond,] Toolijk. See alfo F. Q. iii. viii. 
2i. ** His ruden€syb«</.'' Upxon, 
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And layes the foule to fleepe in quiet grave ? 
Sleepe after toyle, port after ftormie feas, 
Eafe after warre, death after life, does greatly 
pleafe.*' 

XLt. 

The Knight much wondred at his fuddeine wit, 
And fayd ; " The terme of life is limited, 
Ne may a man prolong, nor (horten, it : 
The fouldier may not move from watchful! 

fted, 
Nor leave his ftand untill his captaine bed/' 
" Who life did limit by Almightie doome,'' 



XLI. 1. ■ his fuddeine wit,1 His ready wit. 

See before, C» v. ft. 10. Church. 

XLi. 2, The terme of life is limitedy 

Ne may a man prolorigf uorjhorten, it : 

The fouldier may not mace from watchfulljtedj 

Nor leave his fiand &c.] Plato, Fhad. 'n« tv rin 

ijpa<nt«». Cicero, De Sene&. 20. ** Vetat Pythagoras injuffu 
imperatoris, id eft, Dei, de pra&ftdio et ftatione vitas decedere.'' 
See alfo Somn, Scip, 3. " Nili Deus is, cujus &c." Jortiw. 

I am tempted to make a quotation on this fubje6t, at once 
neat and forcible, from a forgotten little book ; with which 
the pious reader will be gratified, and by which, as by the 
Kni^t's remark, the advocate for fuicide may be confounded. 
The author is fpeaking of death : ** Yet will I not feek to 
haften the houre of my deare deliuery ; but will attend Gods 
leafure, and efteeme of life as of a gueft. If it will tarrie, I 
will not thruft it forth of doors : if it make hafte to be gone, 
I will not be hee that fhall intreat it to abide.'' Stafford's 
Kiobe, 2d. edit. l6ll. P. i. p. 1*95. Todd. 

XLI, 4. " from watchfull fted,] Place or 

Ration ; a word of frequent occurrence in Spenfer. See F» Q. 
i. viii. 17, !• xi. 46, &c. It appears to be now obfolete. 
Gawin Douglas has often employed the word, in his tranflation 
of Virgil. See Ruddiman's Gloff. V. Stede^ a place. Anglo- 
Sax. Steda^ locus. Ift. Stada, ftatio. Todd. 
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Quoth fee, '^ knowes beft the termes efta- 

bUflied ; 
And he, that points the centdnell his roome. 
Doth Ucenfe him depart at found of morning 

droome. 

XLIL 

" Is not His deed> what ever thing is donne a 

In heaven and earth ? Did not He all create ^ 

To die againe ? All ends, that was begonne : 
Their times in His eternall booke of fate 
Are written fure, and have their certein date. 
Who then can ftrive with ftrong neceffitie, 
That holds the world in his ftill chaunging 

ftate; " 
Or (hunne the death ordayijd by deftinie ? 
When houre of death is come, let none afke 

whence, nor why. 

XLIII. 

** The lenger life, I wote the greater fin ; 
The greater fin, the greater punifhment : 



XLIL 4. Their times in His eternall booke ofjbte 

Are written fure, and have their certein date,"] The 
eomifels and purpofes of God are caUed iii Scripture The Book 
of God. 'T'ls obfervable how this eld fophifter is fometimes 
Scriptural, and fometimes Stoical ; and how he mii)B4>plie8 and 
miOnterprets both Scripture and Philofophy.. Upton. 
XLIII. 1 . The lenger life, I wote the greater Jin ; 

The greater Jin, the greater punifliment ;] Per- 
haps he had in view the Earl of Surrey's poem on the con'« 
^deration of the (late of this life : 

** The longer life, the more offence ; 

^ The more offencei the greater paine/' U?t«n» 
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All thofe great battels, whkh thou boafts to 

win 
Through ftrife, and blood-lhed, and'aVenge- 

ment) 
Now pray fd, hereafter deare thou (halt repent: 
For life muft life, and blood muft blood, repay. 
Is not enough thy evill life forefpent? 
For he that once hath mifTed the right way, 
The further hedothgoe, the further he doth ftray. 

XLIV. 

" Then dpe no further goe, no further ftray ; 
But here ly downe, and to thy reft betake, 
Th' ill to prevent, that life epifewen may. 
For what hath life, that may it loved make. 
And gives not rather eaufe it to forlake ? 
Feare, ficknefle, age, lofTe, labour, forrpw, 

ftrife, 
Payne, hunger, cold that makes the heart to 

quake ; 
And ever fickle fortune rageth rife ; 
All which, and thoufands mo, do make a loath* 
fome life. t 

XLIV- 4. For what hath life, that may it loved make ?]. This 
feems imitated from iEfchines, the Socratick, Oip* eavare, Ti 
fUjpo^ Ti}( fiXmia^ tf rwp eiinu^uv, x, t. X. Compare Melpomene's 
complaint in The Teares of the Mufes, See likewife The Ruins 
if Time, ft. 7- Upton. 

XLI V. «. rageth rife ;] 

-^//. which, and thottfands &c.] So all the edi- 
tions. I (hould fnppofe Spenfer ga»ve, and pointed^ thus : 
** And ever fickle fortune raging rife: 
'' All the/e, &c:' CauRCH. ^ " 



CANTO J X. THE FAERIE QUEElfE^ 97 

XLV. 

" Thon^ wretched man, of death haft greateft 

If in true ballaiince thou wilt weigh thy {iate ; 
For never Knight, that dared warlike deed, 
More lucklefs dii&ventures did aitiate : 
Witnes the dungeon deepe, whei'ein of late 
Thy Ufe ihutt up for death fo oft did call } 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy 

date, 
Yet death then would the like mifliaps fore- 

ftall. 
Into the which hereafter thou maid happen fall. 

XLVI. 

" Why then doeft thou, O man of* fin, defire 
To draw thy dayes forth to their laft degree ? 
Is not the meafure of thy finfull hire 
High heaped up with huge iniquitee, 
Againft the day of wrath, to burden thee ? 
Is not enough, that to this Lady mild 



XLV. 4. More luchUfa diifaTetitures did amate :] Dijaven* 
twres, misfortunes. Span. Defventura, Itah Difavventura. See 
the note on difaventrwis, ¥* Q. i. vii« 4S. In old French like- 
wife, defaoentureux is ufed for unfortunate. See Cotgrave's 
Di6t. Chaucer has alfo employed difaoentvre in Tr, and Cr. 
B. iv. Z37. edit. Urr. 

*^ This infortune, and this difavinture" 
Amate is here ufed by Spenfer in the fenfe of fubdue or davnt. 
Se6 note on amate, F. Q. iii. xi. 31. Todd. 

XLVL 1. JTk^ then doeft thou, O man of fin,] That is, 
" Oftr^ul man :" So man of God, a godly matt* The allufign 
is to Matt, xxiii. 32, and to RomAi. 5. UptoN. 
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Thou falfed haft thy feith with periuree, 
And fold thy felfe to ferve Dueflfa iild, 
With whom in all abufe thou haft thy felfe 
defild? 

XLVII. 

" Is riot He iuft, that all this doth behold 
From higheft haven, arid beares an equ^U eie ? 
Shall He thy fins up in His knowledge fold, 
And guilty be df thine ibpietie ? 
Is not His law. Let every finner die, 
Die (ball all flefti ? What then muft needii be 

donne, 
Is it not better to doe williriglie. 
Then linger till the glas be all out r6nne ? 

Death is the end of woes : Die foohe, O Faries 

ibnne." 

XLvni.' 

The Knight was muchenmoved with his fpeach, 



XLVI. f. Thou falfed ka^'] HvfSibrohei mackfalfe. Chaicer 
ufes J'al/id for deceived^ Tr. and Cr. B. v. 1053. 
" There madiii nevir woman more wo 
'«; Than fhe, whan that ihefayid TriDilus," Up vow. 

XLVII. 5. Is not his law. Let e^ery Jinner </f>,] Exod^ ix. 
33, 1^/. civ. 35, -Ezeit. xviii. 4, Amos'iTi.iO^ H Pettr lu ^i 
Is not this old fophilier a good textuary ? Upton. 

XLVIIL I. > enmoved] Mr. Church acknow- 
ledges that all tlie editions read ennuyoed; hut he lays they are 
certainly wrong, ^nd therefore reads e/nmovee^. I venture not 
to fiiblciibe to iiis alfertion. See enmovedy c. vii. ft. 38> and 
tnprifonmcnty F. Q. i. x. 2. and enbracement, F. Q. i. ii. 5. The 
old Erigliih poets feem to have preferred this method of writing 
words, which are compounded of the prepofition in. Tlius 
Chaucer gives us atbroudid and wb^cdf (not, as the moderns 
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That as a fwords poynt through his hart did 

perfc) ' 
And in His confcience made a fecrete breach, 
Well kiiowinis: trew all that he did reherfe. 
And to his freih remembraunce did reverfe 
The ugly vew of his deformed crimes ; 
That all his m^nly powres it did difperie, 
As he were charmed with inchaunted rimes j 
That oftehtimes he qnakt, and fainted oftentimes. 

XLIX. ' 

In which amazement when the Mifcreaunt 
Perceived him to waver weake and fraile. 
Whiles trembUng horror did his cojifcience 
daunt, 



wonkl write, embroider'd and tmbojfed^) Legende of Dido, ver. 
273, edit. Urr. 

" Upon a tbicke f)alfniie, papir white, 

" With fadill redde, enbroudid with delite, 

" Of golde the barris, up enhojjid high, 

•^ Sate Dido, &c/' 
In like manner, enlufiiiney not illumine, Cant. T. 7909* edit. 
Tyrwhitt. And thus in the old Morality of Every-Man : 

** Myrrour of ioye, foundatour of mercy, 

" Which, enlumyneth heven and erth thereby." ToDi». 

XLVIIT. 5. --^ — — ^ did reverfe] In Hughes's 

imperfedt GloflTary to Spenfer, we find reverfe (Lat. revertere) 
to retum. But here reverfe fignifies, not to return, but to 
caufe to retum. Jortin. 

It is u fed in the fame fenfe, F, Q. iii. ii. 48. But then again 
he ufes it for ^o return^ F. Q. iii. iv. 1. Church. 

XLVIII. 8. -with inchaunted rimes \] See 

C. i. ft. 37, where Archimago is defcribed " building" (if I may 
be allowed the expreflion) the rhymes of incantation : 

*' Then choofing out fftw words moft' horrible, 
« " (-Let none them read !) thereof </«</rfr/ctfyr(?7W; 

« With which, &c/' Todd. 
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And hellifh anguiih did his foule afiaile,; 
To drive him to defpaire, and quite to 

quaile, 
Hee ihewd him painted in a table plaine 
. The damned ghoils, that doe in torments 
waile, 
And thoufand feends, that doe them endlefle 
paine 
With fire and brimftone, which for ever (hall 
remaine. 

L. 
The fight whereof fo throughly him difmaid, 
That nought but death before his eies he 

faw, 
And ever burning wrath before him laid, 
By righteous fentence of th' Almighties law. 
Then gan the Villein him to overcraw, 



XLIX. 5. ■ to quaile,] Subdue y altered 

from quelle as qua^d alfo appears to be, F. Q. i. viii. 14. Belg. 
quellen^ fubigere. Quell is likewife ufed for to dejlroy or kill. 
See Chaucer^ Cant. T. l6l7S. ed. Tyrwhitt. " The foule fend 
him quelle.'* G. Pouglas ufes the fubftantive qualim for de- 
Jirudion^ iu JEn. x. 45. And Ruddiman derives the word from 
the Anglo-Sax. cwealm^ mors. Topd. 

XLIX, 6. ■ ■ in a table] A pidufe. Lat. 

Tabula. See F. Q. iii. iv. 10. Church. 

, L. 5. — to overcraw,] Craw over, or injuitf 

Spelt overcraw for the fake of the rhyme. Mr. Warton, in his 
Hid. of Eng. Poetry, has converted this word into averaWf 
voL iii. p. 2()2. jBut that overcraw is Spenfer's word, may be 
proved from a paiTage alfo in his View of the Stute of Ireland; 
which has been cited by Dr. Johnfon : " A bafe varlet that, 
being but of late grown out of the dunghil, beginneth now,to 
i9rcrcrow fo high mouotainSy &c«'' Tqdd. 
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And brought unto him fwords, ropes, poifon, 
fire, ' 

L. 6. And brought unto him fwords y ropei^ &c.} The moil 
poetical • paflage of Higgins's performance in the Mirrour for 
MagifirateSf is in his Legend of Queene Cordila, or Cordelia ; 
who, being imprifoned in a dungeon and " coucht on ftrawe," 
fees amid the darknefs of the night a " griefly ghoft" ap- 
proach, whofe garment was figured with various forts of im- 
prifonment, and pidures of violent and premature death. 
Cordelia, in extreme terrour, afks, 

— " What wight art thou, a foe or fawning frend ? 

'* If Death thou art I pray thee make an end, &c/' 
The ghoft replies ; 

' " I am thy friend Defpayre ! 

" Now, if tfiou art to dye no whit afrayde, 

" Here flialt thou choofe of inflruments, beholde, 

" Shall rid thy reftlefle life — " 
Defpair then, throwing her robe afide, iliows Cordelia a thou- 
iand inflruments of death, knives, fharpe fwordes, and pon- 
yards, " all bedyde with bloode and poyfons." She prefents 
the fword with which Dido flew herfelf. Cordelia takes this 
fword, " but doubtfall yet to dye." Pf/patr then reprefents 
to her the (iate and poivirer which Ihe enjoyed in France ; and 
points out her prefent melancholy condition. Cordelia gropes 
for the fword, or " fatall knife," in the dark, which Defpait 
places in her hand. At length Cordelia's fight fails her fo that 
flie can fee only Defpair^ who exhorts her to ilrike. D^pair 
at laft gives the blow. — The temptation of the RedcrofTe Knight 
feems to have been copied, yet with high improvements, from 
this fcene. The three firil books of the Faerie Qveene were 
publiihed io 1590. Higgins's Legend of Cordelia in 1587* 

T. Warton. 
The three firfi books of the Faerie Queaie, however, were 
probably written long before 1590. The fecond book certainly 
was. See the note on the fine fimile of the almond trecj F. Q. 
i. vii. 32, in which 1 have foppofed the poem to have bee a 
handed about in manufcript. It is not therefore eafy to pro- 
nounce whether Spenfer or Higgins be the copyift. To Mr. 
Warton's obfervation on a paflage in Skelton'a rare comedy of 
Magnificence we tnay readily fiibforibe. See his Emend, and 
Addit. Hifk. Eng; Poetry, Vol. ii. " Magnificence is feized an4 
robbed hy Adverfyte^ b^ whom be is given up a prifoner tQ 
P&verCe, He is next de^vered to Dtjpare and Mifchrfe^ yihQ 
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And all that might him to perdition draw ; 
And bad him choofe, what death he would 
defire : 
For death was dew to him, that had proyokt 
Gods ire. 

LL 

But, whenas none of them he faw him take, - 
He to him raught a dagger Iharpe and keene, 
Arid gave it him in hand : his hand did quake 
And tremble like a leafe of afpin greene, ; 
And troubled blood through hiii pale face was 

feene 
To come and goe, with tidings from tlie heart, 
As it a ronning meffenger had beene. 
At laft, refolv'd to work his finall fmart» 
' He lifted up his hand, that backe againe didftart. 

LII. 

Which whenas Una faw, through every vaine 
The crudled cold ran to her well of life, 



offer bim a knife and a halter. He fnatcheg the knife, to end 
his miferies by llabbing himfelf ; when Good Hope and Redreffh 
appear, &c. It is not impoflible, that Despare offering the 
hnife and halter, might give a diftant hint to Spenfer." I may 
add, that the French poet, Du Bartas, introduces I>4/^afr into 
his poem, entitled The Furies, eqmi^ed with varioufi iniinH 
ments of Death. See Sylvefter'^ Tratyflatioh, edit. l621, p. 215. 

*' mad Biefpaire 



** That bears, about her. Burning coales and cords, 
*' Afps, poyfons, piftols, halters, knives, and'fwords." 
See alfo K. James's Traw/tojiwi, .15^U:Sign. F. 2. Todd. 

LII. 1. ' '• ■' ' — - fawy] yhe^t^bditkm rewds heard f 

^hich is followed by the edition «of 1751. The fecond aod 
every t>ther fubfequent edition rcadyiwp. Todd. » • 
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As in a fwawne : but, foone relived ftgaine. 
Out of his hand ihe ihatcht the curfed knife» 
And threw it to the ground, enraged rife. 
And to him faid ; ^ Fie, fie, faint hearted 

Knight, 
What meaneil thou by this reprocbfuU ftrife ? 
Is this the battaile, which thou vauntil to fight 
With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and 

bright ? 

LIU. 

" Come ; come away, fraile, feeble, flefhly wight, 

LIT. 3. > butjfoont reliv'd] Brought to life 

cgaitiy as Mr. Church has remarked. This original reading of 
the poet has been converted by all the folios^ by Hughes, and 
by the editor of Tonfon's edition of 1758, into reliev'd. Mr. 
Church ahd Mr. Upton read rdiv'd. Todd, 
. LII. 9, H^ith that fire-mouthed Dragott, horrible and brig/^t f ] 
This is the fplendid monfter of romance. Mr. Upton has erro- 
neoufly, I conceive, referred " horrible and bright to battaile ; 
hotrible in the undertaking ; and bright ^ glorious and renowned, 
in its confequence." But fee F. Q. i. i. 3. "A Dragon 
horrible and fteme," and compare i. xi. 8, and 14. See alfo 
more particularly, i. Tii. 3 K 

" his dreadfull hideous hedd, 

" Clofc couched on thebever, feemd to throw 

• " Yrofti Jlaming mouth bright fparckles &c/' 
This e^^ldAiisJire-mouthed in the text before us. But from the 
Idher FeftivaUgy iropr. by Caxton, this paffage may alfo derive 
illuilration : See the Legend of St. George, fign. k, iij. " Than 
the horryble worme [the dragon] put out his hed, and^e/ o(ut 
fyre^ and profFred batayle to faynt George.^ I will alfo cite an 
elegant compound, not diflinrilar toSpenfer's, from the Knight 
of the Sea, i6G0. p. 31. " The fyre-breathing palfreys of 
Apollo.'" Toin>. ^ 

LIII. 1, ' 'feeble,'] This is ' the reading of 

the firil edition, adopted by no other but thofe of Church 
and Upton. The fecond edition, and the edition of 1751, 
read feeli/: The folios, the editions of Hughes, and that 

H 4 
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Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart, 
Ne divelifti thoughts difmay thy eonftant 

fpjright ; 
In heavenly mercies haft thou not a part ? 
Why ftiouldft thou then defpeire, that chofen 

art? 
Where iuftice growes, there grows eke greater 

grace. 
The M'hich doth quench the hrond erf hellifh 

fmart. 
And that accurft hand-writing doth deface ; 
Arife, fir Knight ; arife, and leave this ci|rfe4 

place/' 

LIV. 

jSo up he rofe, and thence amounted ftreight. 
Which when the Carle beheld, and faw Ym 
gueft 

pf Tonfon in 1758,^%. Mr. Upton, in defence of the priT 
ginal reading, refers alfo to C. x. ft. 2. " Her Knight was 
feeble;*' and introduces, very happily, the Scriptural illuftra- 
tions of ITheJp. w. 14. *f Comfort the /ee^/e-minded ;" of 
Matt, xxvi, 41. " The^ey^ is weak;" and of How* viii. 3. 
" jrea^ tbrpugh the,^/' topp. 

LI 1 1, 5. — r — -^ that chofen (irt f] Alluding to Uxe 

Do<5lfine of Eledion^ CiipRCH, 

|L.in. 8. 4?id thaf accurfi hand-writing doth deface:} 
** Blotting out the kand-tpriting pi ordinances th^t yras againjl 
us, &c." Col.'iul^, C«urch/ 

LIV. 2. ---- ■■ ■ ■ . the Carle] The. Churl. .A word oftei| 
ufed by Spenfer. It formerly denoted merely a ftoutor fturdy 
man. Thus Chaucer, FroL C. T, 548. 

" The JViellere was a ftrong carl for the nonys." 
" The true fpelling," fays a learned critick, ** is karl in all 
the Scythian dialers, in which it denotes a many or warriowr^ 
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Would fafe depart, for all his fubtile fleight ; 
He chofe an halter from among the reft, 
And with it hong himfelfe, unhid, unbleft. 
But death he could not worke himfelfe 

thereby ; 
For thoufand times he fo himfelfe had dreft, 
Yet nathelefle it could not doe him die^ 
Till he (hould die his laft, that is, eternally. 

The primitive is car — Jcar, ilrong. — As this word was commonly 
ufed to 0gnify rufticks^ the Englifh from it formed c^ur/, 
ckurlijh.'* 'See Ttvo/incimt Scottijh Poems, &c. with Notes by 
John Callander, Efq. 8vo. 1782, p. 20. Todd. 

LI V. 5. ■ — : — -^ — I unhid,] IFithout faying his prayers. 

See F. Q. i. i. 30, i. x. 3, vi. v. 35. Cl>aucer ufes bede, to 
pray. Thus Beads-rmm are prayer-men, Aoglo-Sax. Biddan^ 
orare. In Popilh countries they fay their prayers, numbering 
their beads. See 'Rom, R, 7372. 

** A paire of bedis eke flie here 
** Upon a lace all of white threde, 
" On which that (he her bedis bede." Upton. 
An ingenious friend is of opinion, that vnbid here means 
without being called ^ See the fifth verfe of the forty fird ilanza. 

Church. 
LIV. 8. Tet uathele/fe &c.] The poet finely intimates that 
Defpair, fo long as this flate of trial (hall laft^ will dill con- 
tinue to tempt men to deftroy themfelves : But the time will 
come when Defpair, with refped to his defire or power of 
hurting good meny (hall be do more. Church. 
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CANTO X. 

Herfaithfull Knight faire Una brings 

To Houfe ef Holinejfe ; 
Where he is taught repentautice, and 

The way to hevenly blejfe. 

I. 
WHAT man is he^that boafts of fleftily might 

And vaine affurance of mortality. 

Which, all fo foone as it doth come to fight 

Againft fpirituall foes, yields by and by. 

Or from the fielde moft cowardly doth fly ! 

Ne let the man afcribe it to his fkill, / 

That thorough grace hath gained vi6lory : 

If any flrength we have, it is to ill ; 

But all the good is Gods, both power and eke 

will. 

II. 
By that which lately hapned, Una faw 

That this her Knight was feeble, and too faint; 
And all his finewes woxen weake and raw. 



I. 1 . What man is Ae, &c.] How foolifli is that man, who 
boafts &c. Church. 

'^ Curfed be the man that trufleth in man, and maketh flefti 
his arm," Jer.^xvii. 5. Upton. 

I. 9. But all the good is Gods, &c.] " For it is God which 
worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his good pleafure/' 
Philipp, ii. 13. Church. 
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Through loiig eaprironment^ and hard con- 

. ftraint. 
Which he endured in his late reftraint, 
That yet he was unfitt for bloody fight. 
Therefore to cherifti him with diets dauit, ' 
She caft to bring him, where hechearen might, 
Till he recovered had his late decayed plight. • 

III. 
There was an auncient Houfe not far away, 
Renowmd throughout the world for facred 

lore 
'And pure unfpotted life : fo well, they fay. 
It governd was, and guided evermore. 
Through \vifedome of a Matrone grave and 
. hore; 



i^ H. 7* Tkerefore to cherijk him mi h diei& dtiititf . . 

She cajt to bring him, where he chearen might,] 
" Where he chearen might, *^ i. e. where he might be cheared. 
Our Knight is brought to the Houfe of Holinefs to be cured 
of his weakneiPss and difeafes: for fin is the diieafe of the foul: 
and *as the body is to be cured by its proper phyfick^ fo the 
moral defeds and difeafes of the mind are to be cured by 
mental phyfick ; and the foul is to be reiiored by the grace of 
God. This amcimt Houfe is the *0«o? mnfio^rtKc^, thejpiritual 
houfe, mentioned in 1 Peter ii. 5. And thefe dainty diets are 
in Plato called, iniffwi Xoy^y xdcXwy, which Cicero trandates^ 
epiUcB fermonum bonorwn, Xenophon too mentions thefe dainty 
diets, ,£kMurn. 1X9 ^^vxnf i'rreuhv<Tt. AIIOM. 0i0, «. taf. y\ UPtON. 
In the old Morality of Every-Mun a fpiritual habitation is 
mentioned. Every -man inquires of KwrnledgCy 

.<' \yhere dwelleth that holy? man Ccmfeirion V* . 
And the anfwer is, 

" In the Hous of Salvacyon; 

<* We ftiall fynde hym in that place, 

*^ That (hall us comfort by Goddes grace/' Todd. 
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Whofe onely ioy was to relieve the needes 
Of wretched foules, and helpe the helpelefle 

pore: i 

All night {he fpent in bidding of her bedes. 
And all the day in doing good and godly deedes. 

IV. 

Dame Caelia men did her call, as thought 
From heaven to come, or thether to arife ; 
The mother of three Daughters, well up- 
brought 
In goodly thewes, and godly exercife : 

The eldeft two, moft fober, chaft, and wife, 
Fidelia and Speranza, Virgins were ; 
Though fpoufd, yet wanting wedlocks fo- 

lemnize ; 
But faire CharifSi to a lovely fere 
Was lincked, and by him had many pledges 

dere. 

V. 
Arrived there, the dore they find fail lockt ; 

IV. 8. -— ' " to a lovely fere] Fere is here em- 
ployed for huftandy as in Chaucer it is ui'ed for wife. See Tr, 
andCr, B. iv. 791. edit. Urr. 

V " we (hall ben f(fere 

•* As Orpheus and Eurydice his fere :" 
In the former of which lines ifere is the fame as infere^ i. e. 
in company, fere generally fignifying a companion. See alfo 
the note on ^ere, F. Q. i. ix. 1. Todd. 

IV. p. ■■ ■ pledges dere.] Children. A Lati- 

nifm, as Mr. Upton has obferved; pignora dtara. Thus alfo 
Milton, Lycid, v. 107. 

" Ah ! who hath reft (quoth he) my deareft pledge f*' 

Todd. 
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For it was warely iratched night and day. 
For feare of many foes; but, when they 

knockt. 
The porter opened imto them ftreight ^ay. 
He was an aged fy re, all hory gray, ^^ 
With lookes full lowly caft, and gate full fio#, 
Wont on a flaffe his feeble ftepg to ftay, 
Hight Humiltd. They paflTe in, ftouping low; 
For ftreight and narrow was the way whiGJi he 

did fhow. 

Vi. 
Each goodly thing is hardeft to biegin ; 
But, entred in, a fpatibus court they fee. 
Both plaine and pl^aunt to be walked in ; 
Where them does meete a francklin faire 
and free, 



.V. 4. The porter opened Sec,} It may be curious to.ob'< 
ferve how particular our old poets are in defcribing thefe alle*^ 
gohcal officers. Here Humility is the porter. See F. Q. i. iv. 
6, where another is minutely painted. Thus Chaucer de- 
feribes Idlenefs as the portrefs of the garden of Mirth, Kn, 
Talef V. 1942* la Hawes's Graunde Amoure^ edit. 1554, Cur- 
tefy is the portrefs of the tower of Mufick, fign. I. iii. b. Sted-- 
f^nefs is the porter of the tower of Chivalry, (igh* O. ii. And 
others are defcribed in the fame work. Milton and Fletcher 
appoint SiM the portrefs; of hell-gate, Par. Lojij B. ii. 746, 
where fee ray note. Browne finely paints Remembrance as the 
fame officer at the door of the Houfe of Repentance, Brit* 
Pafi. B. i. p. 67- edit. 1^16. '^ Remembrmice fate as portreflQ 
of this gate." Todd. , 

V. ^. Far freight and uarroiw &€.] Here, and in the tetith 
fianza, he alludes to MaU^ yii. 14. ^\ Narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few,tWe be that .find \i'' Church. 

VI. 4. ^ a francklin /atr«aiMl/ree,] Afrawtklin 

ift aperfon of fome difiin&ion in our ancient hillory.. He 
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From tyraps rage ahd ever-=dying dread. 
Hail wandred through th^ world now long 

aday^ 
Yett ceafleft not thy weary foles to lead ; 
What grace hath thee now hether brought 

this way ? 
Or doen thy feeble feet unweeting hether ftray ? 

X. 

Straunge thing it is an errant Knight to fee 
Here in this place ; or any other wight, 
That hether turnes his fteps : So few there hee, 
Thatchofe the narrow path, or feeke the right ! 
AUkeepe the broad high way, and take delight 
With many rather for to goe aftray, 
And be partakers of their evill plight, 
.Then with a few to walke the righteft way : 
O ! foolifti men, why haft ye to your own decay ?*' 

XL 
** Thy felfe to fee, and tyred Umbes to reft, 
O Matrone fage,'' quoth ftie, " I hether came ; 
And this good Knight his way with me ad- 

dreft, 
Ledd with thy prayfes, and broad-blazed 

^ fame. 
That up to heven is blowne/' The auncient 

Dame 
Him goodly greeted in her modeft guyfe. 
And enterteynd them both, as beft became,^ 
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With all the cOurt^fies that flie could devyfe, 
Ne wanted ought to (hew her bounteous or wife. 

XII. 

Thus as they gan of fondrie tbinges devife, 
Loe ! two moft goodly Virgins came in place, 
Yhnked arme in arme^ in lovely wife ; 
With countenance demure, and modeft grace. 
They numbced even fteps and equall pace : 
Of which the eldeft, that Fidelia bight, 

XII. 4. Wiih countenance demure, and modefi grace^ 

They numbred eveh fteps and eqmll pace ;] From 
this interefting and moil elegant painting Milton drew his pen-^ 
five nun; and the copy equals the original. See //. Pe/(/I 
ver. 32. 

" Come, penfive Nun, devout and pure, 
** Sober, ftedfaft, and demure — 
Come, but keep thy wonted ftate, 
With evenftep, and mufuig gait." 
I have (hown in a note on demure in this palTage of Milton, 
that it was an epithet of refped often given, by our ancient 
poets, to the ladies.. Spenfer's entire expreftion, I may add, 
occurs in The May dens Crojfe Rewe, impr. by R. Wyer. Sign. 
A. ij. b. 

" Haue gentyll chere and countenaunce demure^ 
" Haue good remorfe &c." Todd. 
XII. 6. Fidelia] Faith^ here introduced as a perfon, is 
what divines call juftifying or faving faith, and, according to 
the apoftle, the fuhjtance of things hoped for^ the evidence of 
thitigs not feen : 'tis the afiured expectation of things hoped 
for : and confequently fhe is the elder fitter of Hope, She no 
whitt did chaunge her conjtant mood ; for the profeifion ctf faith 
is to be without wavering, Heb. x. 23. Her face is gloriii^ed : 
like fwmy beams threw from her cry/ial face : i. e. Stie threw 
from her face beams refembling the beams of the fun. Her 
radiated head is a type of her divinity, and (hews her to be not 
a credulous and earthly, but a heavenly and Chriftian, faith. 
The cup fhe holds in her right hand is of pure gold, not deceit- 
ful as the cup of Dueffa or Circe ; 'tis the facramental cup. 
See I John v. 6, and John xix. 34. The primitive Chriftians 

VOL. III. I 
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Like funny beames threw from her chriftall 

face 
That could have dazd the rafli beholders 

fight, 
And round about her head did fhine Uke he- 

vens light. 

XIII. 

She was araied all in lilly white,. 

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold. 
With wine and water fild up to the hight. 
In which a ferpent did himfelfe enfold. 
That horrour made to all that did behold ; 



mixed wafer and wine in their Sacrament. J« whkk a ferpent 
did himfelf enfold : Macrobius fays the ferpent is an emblem of 
health, Sat, i. 20. He renews himfelf, and grows young again 
by ftripping off his old fkin or (lough : he is therefore the typi- 
cal mark of iEfculapius and the phyHcians. So the ferpent 
lifted up in the wildernefs, was the type of the great phyiician 
of fouls lifted up on the crois, John iii. 14^ In her left hand 
Faith holds the New Teftament ; what is faid of that Book, is 
taken from what St. Peter fays of St. Paul's Epidles, In which 
arefome things hard to be underfiood. Faith is araid all in lilly 
white : In Scripture, white raiments are the raiments of angels 
and of the faints in heaven. So too the poets drefs Faith. 
See Hor. L. i. Od. S5y and Ariofto, OrL Fur. C. xxi. 1. ^ 

Uptok. 

XII. 7. like funny beames &c.] An allufion to the glory of 
Mofes's face : ^* Behold, the ikin of liis face fhone ; and they 
were afraid to come nigh him," Exod, xxxiv. 30. Todd. 

XII. 8. That could hwce daz*d] That which could have 
dazed. The^y put for that which, occurs in other places, and 
may miflead a reader not acquainted with Spenfer's manner. 
See F. Q. i. xi. 27, iv. i. 29. He (hould not have omitted 
which in the lad line of the ilanza before us, " And which 
round about See." This was a common fault of his age ; and 
our liturgy affords a fimilar inilance of it : ** To do always that 
is ri^teous in thy light."' T. Waktok. 
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But Ihe no whitt did chaunge her conftant 

mood : 
And in her other hand ftie faft did hold 
A Booke, that was both lignd and feald with 

blood ; 
Wherein darke things were w^itt, hard to be 

underftood. 

XIV. 

Her younger fifter, that Speranza hight, 
Was ^lad in blew, that her befeemed well ; 
Not all fo chearefuU feemed (he of fight, 
As was her fifter ; whether dread did dwell 



XIII. 6. Butjh)£ noxvhitt did chaunge her conftant mood :] It 
is probable that Milton had this paffage in mind, when he made 
the Elder Brother in Comus exprefs too noble an opinion of 
his Sifter to fuppofe 

" that the fmgle want of light and noife 

** Could ftir the conjlant mood of her calm thoughts." 

Todd. 

XIV. 1. Speranza] Chriftian hope is a firm expedlation of 
the promifes of God ; and, as Hope is in expedation and not 
i^ pofteftion, (he does not feem altogether as cheerful as her 
fifter, becaufe hope is attended with fome mixture of fear ; and 
'tis in another world that hope is fwallowed up in certainty, 
"this hope is diftinguiflied from worldly hope as having its fure 
foundation in God, who is truth : hence ftie is dad in blue : 
See Chaucer's Court of Love, v. 246. 

** Lo yondir folke, quoth ftie, thatknele in hlewy 
** They weare the colour ay and evir flial, 

" In figne they were and evir wil be true, 
** Withoutin chaunge." 
We are to " lay hold upon the hope fet before us, which hope 
we have as an anchor of the foul, both fure and ftedfaft," Heb, 
^i. 19. So here her pidure is drawn with an anchor in her 
hand. 'Tis Bjilver anchor, refined from the drofs of this world. 
'^ He that hath this hope in him purifieth himfelf as he is pure; 
IJohn iii. 3. Uptok. 
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Or anguifti in her liart,^ is hard to tell : 
Upon her aririe a filver anchor lay. 

Whereon Ihe leaned ever, as befell ; 

And ever up to heven, as (he did pray, 

Her ftedfaR eyes were bent, ne fwarved other 

way. 

XV. 

They, feeing Una, towardes her gan wend,, 
Who them encounters with like courtefee ; 
Many kind fpeeches they betwepne them 

fpend. 
And greatly ioy each other for to fee : 
Then to the Knight with fhamefaft modeftie 
They turne themfelves, at Unaes meeke re- 

queft, 
And him falute with well befeeming glee ; 
Who faire them quites, as him befeemed beft. 

And goodly gan difcourfe of many a noble geft, 

XVI. 

Then Una thus ; " But (he, your lifter deare, 
I'he deare Chariffa, where is flie become ? 

XV. 9. manji a noble geft.] JBion, or Adventure^ 

Chaucer thus employs the word. It is ufually applied to the 
exploits of chivalry : " Cy finift Thyftoire des faidzs, gefteSf &c. 
du noble et vaillant Cheualier aux armes Doree." In the 
ancient vocabulary, Prompt. Parv. it is thus explained, " Geeft 
or Romawnce, Gejiio," See GloflT. Tyrwhitt's Chaucer. Todd. 

XVI. 2; The deare Charijftty where is fhe become ?] The 
expreiTion, Where is Jhe become ? mean?, where is fhe, and what 
isbecome of her ? So, in the hijl. of Prince Arthur, Part ii. C. 14, 
** Ah ! thou falfe traiterefl'e, where isjhe become ?" And Shak* 
fpeare K. Hen. Vf. P. 3. *' But, madam, wAere w Warwick then 
become?** See alfo F. Q. iii, iv. 1. Upton. 
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Or wants (he health, or bufie is elfwhere ?'' 
** Ah ! no/' faid they, " but forth ftie may 

not come ; 
For (he of late is lightned of her wombe. 
And hath encreaft the world with one fonne 

more, . 
That her to fee fhould be but troublefome/' 
" Indeed,'* quoth ftie, " that fhould her trou- 
ble fore ; 

Buj; thankt be God, and her encreafe fo ever- 
ts 
more ! 

XVII. 

Then faid the aged Caelia ; " Deare dame, 
And you, good Sir, I wote that of youre toyle 
And labors long, through which ye hethey 

came. 
Ye both forwearied be : therefore a whyle 
I read you reft, and to your bowres recoyle.** 
Then called (lie a groome, that forth him ledd 
Into a goodly lodge, and gan defpoile 
Of puiflSmt armes, and laid in ealie bedd : 

His name was meeke Obedience rightfully aredd, 

XVIII. 

Now when their wearie limbes with kindly reft, 
And bodies were refrefht with dew repaft, 

XV J t, 5. I read you reft, and to your bowres recoyle.] I ad» 
'cife you to repofe yourfelves, and retire to your chambers. 
He ufes read for advife, F. Q. ii. viii. 12. , 

" Abandon foon, I read, the caytive fpoile — '' 
S^coylcj Fr. reculer, retire. Church. 

j3 
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Fayre Una gan Fidelia fayre requeft, 
To have herKnight into her Schoolehous plaft^. 
That of her heavenly learning he might tafte, 
And heare the wifedom of her wordes divine. 
She graunted; and that Knight fo much 

agrdfte, 
That fhe him taught celelliall difcipline, 
And opened his dull eyes, that light mole in 

them fliine. 

XIX. 

And that her facred Booke, with blood ywHtt, 
That none could reade except Ihe did them 

teach, 
She unto him difclofed every whitt; 
And heavenly documents thereout did preach, 
That weaker witt of man could never reach ; 
Of God; of Grace ; of luftice ; of Free-will; 
That wonder was to heare her goodly fpeach: 
For {he was hable with her wordes to kill, 

And rayfe againe to life the hart that fhe did 
thrill. 



XVIII. 7- fo much agrafte,] Shewed him fo 

tnuck grace and favour. Ital. aggratiare. Upton. 

XVIII, 9. And opened his dull ei/esy &c.] An allufion to 
Ephef i. 1 8. " The eyes of your underftanding being enlight- 
ened," Todd. 

XIX. 1. Ar^d that her facred Booke, with blood i/xvrity] Be-« 
caufe ratified with the blood of Chrift, typified by thefprinkling 
of tbtJ blood and by the facrifices in the old law. See Heb, ix, 
20. Prefently after, For fie was hable with h&r wordes to kill. 
See II Corinth, iii. 6*. " The letter kUhth, but the fpirit givetb 

fij^/ lifTON. . 
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XX. 

And, when (he lift poure out her larger fpright. 
She would commaund the hafty funne to ftay. 
Or backward turne his courfe from hevens 

hight : 
Sometinaes great hoftes of men (he could dif- 

may ; 
Dry-ftiod to pafle fhe parts the flouds in tway ; 
And eke huge mountaines from their native feat 
She would commaund themfelves to beare 

away, 
And throw in raging fea with roaring threat: 
Almightie God her gave fuch powre and puif- 

faunce great. ' 

XXI. 

The faithfuU Knight now grew in Uttle fpace^ 
By hearing her, and by her lifters lore. 
To fuch perfeftion of all hevenly grace. 
That wretched world he gan for to abhore, 
And mortall life gan loath as thing forlore, 
Greevd with remembrance of his wicked 
wayes, 

XX. 2. She would commaund the hafiy funne tofiay^ 

Or backward turne his courfe &c.] See Jq/h. x. 12, 
II Kings XX. 10. Church. 

XX. 4. Sometimes great hojtes of men &c.] See Gideon's 
vidory , Judges vii. Church. 

XX. 5. Dry-Jhod &c.] This fine line is wanting in the firft 
and fecond editions, no doubt through the careleffnefs of the 
printer. It is firft found in the folio of 1609. It alludes to 
the Paffage of the Ifraelites through the Red Sea. Church. 

XX. 6. And eke &c.] See Matt. xxi. 2 1 . Church. 

I 4 
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And prickt with anguifti of his (iqnes fo fore. 
That he defirde to end his wretched dayes : 
So much the dart of finfuU guilt the foule difr 
mayes ! 

XXII, 

But wife Speranza gave him comfort fweet. 
And taught him how to take aflured hold 

o ... 

Upon her filver anchor, as was meet ; 
Els has his fmnes fo great and manifold 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told, 
In this diftrelled doubtfuU agony. 
When him his deareft Una did behold 
Difdeining life, defiring leave to dye. 
She found her felfe ^flayld with great perplexity ; 

XXIII. 

And came to Caclia to declare her fmart ; 
Who w^ell acquainted with that qpmmune 

pUght, 
Which linfuU horror workes in wounded hart. 
Her wifely comforted all that fhe might, 
With goodly counfell and advifement right ; 
And ftreightway fent ^yith carefuU diligence. 
To fetch a leach, the which had gre?it infight 
In that difeafe of grieved confcience^ 

And well could cure the faipe; his name wai? 
Patience, 

XXIV. 

Who, pomming to that fowlcTdifeafed Knight, 
Could hardly him intreat to tell his grief; 
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Which knowne, and all, that noyd his heavie 

Ipright, 
Well fearcht, eftfoones he gan apply relief 
Of falveg and medicines, M'^hich had paffing 

prief; 
And thereto added wordes of wondrous might: 
By which to eafe he him recured brief. 
And much aswag'd the pailion t)f his plight. 
That he his paine endur'd, as feeming now more 

light. 

XXV. 

But yet the caufe and root of all his ill, 
Inward corruption and infeCled fin. 
Not purged nor heald, behind remained ftill. 
And feftring fore did ranckle yett within, 
Clofe creeping twixt the marow and the Ikin : 
Which to extirpe, he laid him privily 
Downe in a darkfome lowly place far in. 
Whereas he meant his corrofives to apply. 

And with ftreight diet tame his ftubborne 
malady. 

XXIV. 5. pafling prief;'] So, in ft. 31, 

pajing price," furpajing, extraQrdinary, So Chaucer, p. 120, 
ed. Urr. 

" I warne you well he is a pajjing man." 
So Shakfpeare, in Othello : 

" She fwore in faith 'twas ftrange, 'twas pajfing ftrange." 
Milton too. Par. Lqfi, B. xi. 7 1 7. 

" where pqffing fair 

" AUur'd them." Church. 

XXV. 6. Which to extirpe,] Extirpate^ Lat. extirpare. 
He fpells it near the French idiom, extirper, Upton. 

XXV. 8. Whereas he meant his corrofives to applj/yl Thi» 
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XXVI. 

In aihes and fackcloth he did array 

His daintie corfe, proud humors to abate ; 
And dieted with failing every dsjj. 
The fwelling of his woundes to mitigate ; 
And made him pray both earely and eke late : 
And ever, as fuperfluous fiefti did rott. 
Amendment readie ftill at hand did wayt. 
To pluck it out with pincers fyrie whott. 

That foone in him was lefte no one corrupted 
iott. 

XXVII. 

And bitter Penaunce, with an yron whip. 
Was wont him once to difple every day : 



is the reading of Spenfer's own editions. Mr. Church fuppofe» 
that Spenfer gave, 

" Whereas he meant corrSfives to apply ;*' 
and that his crept in, by a flip of the printei^s eye, from the 
line following; unlefs the poet wrote, which he hardly be- 
lieves, coryivesy as in F. Q. iv. ix. 14. But corrojvoes is here to 
be pronounced haflily, (as innocent frequently is in this poem, 
being ufed only as a difyllable,) and with the accent on the 
£rft fyllable, as Drayton accents it in his Shepheards Garlaudf 
edit. 1593, p. 6. 

" Ay me ! confuming corofives they be.'* 
See the note alfo on cofficesy F. Q. iv. ix'. 14*. Todd. 

XXVII. 2. — '• to difple every day :] By to 

difple^ that is, to difciple or difcipline, were formerly fignified 
the penitentiary whippings, praftifed among the monks; fo 
that it is here applied with the greateft propriety. In Fox's 
Book of Martyrs there i§ an old wood-cut, in which the whip- 
ping of an heretick is reprefented ; with this title, " The 
DisPLiNG of John Whitelock/* Displino friers was a com- 
mon expreflion, as it is found in A Worlde of Wonders, 16O8. 
p. 175. Milton ufes it with allufion to the fame fenfe. " ^is 
only the merry frier in Chaucer can difple them/' Of Ref is 
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And (harp Remorfe his hart did prick and nip. 
That drops of blood thence hke a well did play : 
And fad Repentance ufed to embay 
His body in fait water fmarting fore, 
The filthy blottes of fin to wafti away. 
So in (hort fpace they did to health reftore 
The Man that would not live, but erfl; lay at 
deathes dore. 



Eng, Birch's edit. vol. i. p. 13. Difciplina^ in the Spanifh lan- 
guage, fignifies the fcourge which was ufed by penitents for 
thel'e very purpofes of religious flagellation. T, Warton. 

XXVII. 6. His body in fait water fmarting fore,] I have 
here admitted into the context the reading of the 2d edition 
and folio of 1609 ; which feems to me Spenfer's own corredion. 
The allufion is to the expiatory ablufions. See PfaL li. 2, Ifa. 
J. 16. We have here introduced, as three different perfons^ 
Penance, Remorfe, and Repentance. There is a diftindion made 
ill the church between penance and repentance : the former is 
forrow and contrition for fms ; the latter, a thorough hatred 
of them, and a change of mind. But I am apt to think that our 
poet, in his defcription of this Houfe of Holinefs, had likewife 
a view to that beautiful pidure of Cebes, where ETAAIMONAN 
.OIKHTJIPION, the Houfe of the BleJ'ed, might add to his image 
of this Houfe of Holinefs : Dame Coelia anfwers exadlly in 
defcription to Erudition, truly fo called, Ka^t(mnKvTct ro m^a-tjirovf 
luo'n ^8 x^ xtxfiiMvyi i^n r^ ^txiot. Penaunce is the pidure of Ttju^/^ta, 
4 rrt9 fAoirtyec iy^cot^ Remorfe is 'a^V|X»». Repentanccy Mimyota. 

Upton. 

I mud here again notice the old Morality of Every-man ; 
for Confejjion (after Every-man has been introduced by Know* 
kdge to the Htmfe of Salvation) appoints Every-man penance ; 
who anfwers ; . 

Knowlege, gyve me the fcourge of penaunce. 
My flesflie therwith ihall gyve acqueyntauuce, &c," 
And prefently adds, 

" Now of penaunce I wyll wade the water clere — " 
He then is advifed to put on the garment of Contrition ; and 
Qood-deedes, his fupporter, encourages his hope of mercy. Spen- 
fer's firft edition reads, " His hlamefull body in fait xoattr fort ^ 






>9 
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XXVIIL 

In which his torment often was fo great. 
That, Uke a lyon, he would cry and rore j 
And rend his flefli; and his owne fynewes eat. 
His Qwne deare Una, hearing evermore 
His ruefull ftiriekes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltleffe garments and her golden heare, 
For pitty of his payne and anguifti fore : 
Yet all with patience wifely (he did beare ; 

I or well {he wift his cryme could els be never 
cleare, 

XXIX. 

hom, thus recovered by wife Patience 

And tre w Repentaunce, they to Una brought ; 

'Who, ioyous of his cured confcience, 

Him dearely kift, and fayrely eke befought 

Himfelfe to chearifti, and confuming thought 

To put away out of his carefuU breft. 

By this ChariiTa, late in child-bed brought, 



ch is followed by Mr. Church and others. Tonfon's edi- 
I of 1758 admits the alteration. Todd. 
XXIX. 7. CkariJJa,] 'Tis finely imagined by Spenfer to 
bring his Chriftian hero at laft to Charity : for Chriftian charity 
is the completion of all Chriftian graces ; ** the end of the 
comnlandment is charity." See 1 Cor. xiii. Charity is arrayed 
in yellow robes ; fhe is a married matron : and fo the God of 
marriage was dreft, Ovid, Met.x, i. She has on her head a 
crown of gold, a croxvn of glory thatfadeth not away, I Peter v. 
4. Gold is a mettle that is pure and never corrupts ; emble- 
matically (hewing that Charity remains for ever : Her fifters 
will die ; Fait^ will be loft in vifion ; Hope in enjoyment : but 
Charity will continue for ever. Upton, 
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Was woxen ftrong, and left her fruitful! neft : 
To her fayre Una brought this unacquainted 
gueft. 

XXX. 

She was a woman in her freftieft age. 
Of wondrous beauty, and of bounty rare, 
With goodly grace and comely perfonage, 
That was on earth not eaiie to compare ; 
Full of great love; but Cupids wanton fnare 
As hell (he hated ; chafte in worke and will ; 
Her necke and brefts were ever open bare. 
That ay thereof her babes might fucke their 
fill; 

The reft was all in yellow robes arayed ftill. 

XXXI. 

A multitude of babes about her hong, 
Playing thqir fportes, that ioyd her to behold ; 
Whom ftill ftie fed, whiles they were weake 

and young, 
But thruft them forth ftill as they wexed old : 
And on her head fhe wore a tyre of gold, 
Adornd with gemmes and owches wondrous 

fayre, 

XXXI. 6, Adornd with gemmes and owches] Owches here 
feem intended for jewels. See alfo'F. Q. i. ii. 13, iii. iv. 23. 
luExod. xxviii. 11. " Owches of gold," fignify the collets in 
which the precious ftones were to be placed. Barret, in his 
Did. 1580, under the word Jcwe//, calls the owcA " a collar 
that women vfed about their neckes ;" and again, under the 
word ouchf terms it " a carcanet, or oucH ^o hang about agen* 
tUioomans necke,'* Todd. 
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Whofe paffing price uneath was to be told : 
And by her fyde there fate a gentle payre 
Of turtle doves, (he fitting in an yvory chayre. 

XXXII. 

The Knight and Una entring fayre her greet, 
And bid her ioy of that her happy brood ; 
Who them requites with court'fies feeming 

meet. 
And entertaynes with friendly chearefuU 

mood. 
Then Una her befought, to be fo good 
As in her vertuous rules to fchoole her 

Knight, 
Now after all his torment well withftood 
In that fad Houfe of Penaunce, where his 

fpright 
Had paft the paines of hell and long-enduring 

night. 

XXXIII. 

She was right ioyous of her iuft requeft ; 
And, taking by the hand that Faeries fonne, 
Gan him inftru6l in everie good beheft. 
Of Love; and Righteoufnes ; and Well to 
donne; 

XXXII. 9. Had paft] ^ I Ihonld fuppofe f(^ is here tifed 
for fHffered. LaX.pqfus, Church. 

XXXIII. 4. Jnd Well to dmne;] That is, and of 

Well doing. K«» tS x«a«? 'ifowp. A, S. bon, ybcerc. So Chau- 
cer, in the Knight's Tofc, 995, " To don obleciuies, as tho was 
the gife." Upton. 
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And Wrath and Hatred warely to flionne. 
That drew on men Gods hatred and his wrath^ 
And many foules m dolours had fordonne : 
In which when him fhe well inftrufted hath. 
From thence to heaven (he teacheth him the 
ready path, 

XXXIV. 

Wherein his weaker wandring fteps to guyde, 
An auncient Matrone Ihe to her does call, 
Whofe fober lookes h^r wiiedome well def- 

cryde; 
Her name was Mercy ; well knowne over all 
To be both gratious and eke liberall : 
To whom the carefuU charge of him fhe gave. 
To leade aright, that he Ihould never fall 
In all his waies through this wide worldes 
wave ; 
That Mercy in the end his righteous foule 
might fave. 

XXXV. 

The godly Matrone by the hand him beares 
Forth from her prefence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with buftiy thomes and ragged 

breares. 
Which ftill before him (he removed away. 
That nothing might his ready paffage ftay : 
And ever when his feet encombred were, 

XXXIV. 4. Mercy; &c.] Alluding to P/o/. 

«xlv. 9, Church. 
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Or gan to fhrinke, or from the right to ftray. 
She held him faft, and firmely did upbeare ; 
As careful! nourfe her child from falling oft 
does reare. 

XXXVI. 

Eftfoones unto an holy Hofpitall, 

That was foreby the way, (lie did him bring ; 
In which Seven Bead-men, that had vqwed all 
Their life to iervice of high heavens King, 
Did fpend their dales in doing godly thing : 
Their gates to all were open evermore, 
That by the wearie way were traveiling ; 
And one fate wayting ever them before, 

To call in commers-by, that needy were and 
pore. 

XXXVII. 

The Firft of them, that eldeft was and beft. 



XXXVI. 3. In which Seven Bead-men, &c.] Tis no fmall 
elegance in our poet thus mafterly to contrail and oppofe his 
images. The Knight was carried by Dueilk to the Houfe of 
Pride, where he law and luckily avoided the Seven deadly 
Sins : he is now brought by Una to Dame Caelia, where he is 
difciplined in facred lore, and brought to a holy Hofpital to 
be inured to Charity, which is reduced by the fchoolmen to 
feven heads ; xdz. 

1. To entertain thofe in diilrefs. 

ii. To feed the hungry, arid to give dnnk to tlie thirfly. 

iii. To cloath the naked. 

iv. To relieve prifoners and redeem captives. 

V. To comfort the fick. 

vi. To bury the dead. 

vii. To provide for the widow and orphan. Upton. 

XXXVII. 1. bell,] Firji in precedence^ 

So it is explained in the fecond line of H. 44. Church. 
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Of all the houfe had charge and governement, 
As guardian and fteward of the reft : 
His office was to give entertaineni6nt 
And lodging unto all that came and went ; 
Not unto inch as could him feaft againe. 
And double quite for that he on them fpent ; 
But fuch, as want of harbour did conftraine : 
Thofe for Gods fake his dewty was to entertaine. 

XXXVIII. 

The Second was as almner of the place : 
His office was the hungry for to feed. 
And thrifty give to drinke ; a worke of grace : 
He feard not once himfelfe to be in need, 
Ne car'd to hoord for thofe whom he did 

breede : 
The grace of God he layd up ftill in ftore, 
Which as a fl^ocke he left unto his feede : 
He bad enough ; what need him care for 

more? 
And had be leflfe, yet foihe he would give to the 

pore. 

XXXVIII. 3. And thrifty] Tkirfy. Spenfer's own edi- 
tions here again read thrifty^ which fome editions have altered 
Uitkirfy. See the note on thri^yy F. Q. i. v. 15. Our old 
writers ufed this orthography, '^^s* in The Praoerbes ofLyd- 
gatCy impr. by Wynkyn de Worde, Sign, B. iij. 

" Of Cerberus thynfemall tryble chayne, , 

** Nor of Tantalus honger nor thru^ynejcy Sec." 
See alfo the Statutes of War, &c. 1513, Sign. C. i. b. " Alfo 
that every man pay his thryddeSy to his capitayne lorde and 
maifier, of all maner wynnynge by warre;" where thryddts 
mean thirds. Todik 
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XXXIX, 

The Third had of their wardrobe ciiftody. 
In which were not rich tyres, nor garments 

gay. 

The plumes of pride, and winges of vanity. 
But clothes meet to keep keene eold siway. 
And naked nature feetnely to aray ; 
With which bare wretched wights he d^yly 

clad. 
The images of God in, earthly day ; 
And, if that no fpare clothes to give he had^ 
His owne cote he would cut, a»d it dlilribute 

gkd'. 

XL 

The Fourth appointed by his office was 

Poore prifonera to relieve ^ith gratiou^ iiyd. 
And captives to redieeme tvith price of bras 
From Turkes and Sa^azins, which itb^m bad 

ftayd ; 
yA.nd though they.iwiltywfiife, yet well hfe 

wayd. 
That God to us forgiveth every howre 



XL. 5. And though they faulty werCp.&cl Tkat is. And 
tliough perhaps thofe prifoners apd captives miglrt have beea 
guilty of faults, and deferving their captivity, yet he well con- 
fidered, that God forgiveth us daily much more than t^at, 
which occaflo ned- their capti vi ty . Upton. 

By this it il>ould feem, that thofe, enflaved by Ike Tui4csv 
vvere guilty of crimes, &c. But the poet would fignify, by they 
faulty were^ the prifoners firft mentioned, who were defervedljr 
imprifoned on account of their crimes. T. VV4.iiT.QK. 
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Mi^rcb more then that why they in baod;^ 

were layd ; 
And He, that harrowd hell with hieavie ftowre. 
The faulty fouies from thence brought to his 

heavenly bowre. 

XLI. 

The Fift had charge fick perfons to attend, 
Andconifort thofe in point of death which lay ; 
For them moft needeth comfort in the end. 
When Sin, and Hell, and Death, doe toiofl 

difmay 
The feeble foule departing hence away. 
All is but loft, that living we beftow. 
If not well ended at our dying day. 
O man ! have mind of that laft bitter throw ; 

For as the tree does fall, fo lyes it ever low . 

XLII. 

The Sixt had charge of them now being dead, 

XL. 8. that harrowd hell] Subdved hdl. So 

Chaucer, Mill, T. 3512. edit, Tyrwhitt. " By Him that hancei 
helk;" harried, Sax. harrajed, fubdued, fays Mr. Tyrwhitt; 
,who adds, that " our anceflors were very fond of a ftory of 
Chrift's exploits in his Defctnfus ad inferos^ which they called 
the harrowing of helk. They took it, with feveral others of 
the iame ilamp, from the gofpel of Nicodemus. Fabr. Cod. 
Apoc. N. T. There is a poem upon this fubjed in MS. Bodl. 

1087. 

* Hon Jefu Crift herowed hellt 

* Of harde geftes ich wille telle ?'* 

See Tyrwhitt's Chaucer, vol; 2. p. 480, 2d. edit. And thus alfo 
in the romance of Syr iglamaure : 

" He fwore by Him that karowed ktlV* Todd. 
XU.p. For oi the tree ^icl Se^ JEecltf. xi. ?. Chitrch. 

k2 
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In feemely fort their corfes to engrave. 
And deck with dainty flowres their brydall 

bed, 
.That to their heavenly Spoufe both fweet 

arid brave 
They might appeare, when He their foules 

ihali fave. 
The wondrous workmanfhip of Gods owne 

mould, 
Whofe face He made all beaftes to feare, 

and gave 
All in his hand, even dead we honour (hould. 
Ah, deareft* God, me graunt, I dead be not 

defould ! 

XLIII. 

The Seventh, now after death and buriall done. 
Had charge the tender orphans of the dead 
And wydowes ayd, leaft they fhould be un- 
done : 
In face of iiidgement he their right would 

plead, 
Ne ought the powre of mighty men did dread 

XLIL 2. ■ to engrave J To put i$Uo the 

gra»€y to bury. Church. 

XLIL 7. Whofe face he made all beq/ies tofeare, and ga^ 

All ill his hand,} That is, into whofe hand he 
gave all. T. Warton. 

See Pfal^vui. 6\ &c. Church. 

XLUL 2. the tender orphans of the dead 

And wydowes ayd^] To aid the tender orphans 
aad widows of the dead. Churcb. . 
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In their defence ; nor would for gold or fee 
Be wonne their rightfull caufes downe to 

tread : 
And, when they ftood in moft neceffitee. 
He did fupply their want, and gave them ever 
free. 

xuv. 

There .when the Elfin Knight arrived was. 
The firft and chiefeft of the Seven, whofe care 
Wa3 guefis towelcoiqe, towardes him did pas; 
Where feeing Mercie, that his fteps upbare 
And alwaies led, to her with reverence rare 
He humbly louted in meeke lowlinefle. 
And feemely welcome for her did prepare : 
For of their Order fhe was Patroneffe, 

Albe Charifla were their chiefeft Founderefle. 

XLV. 

There (he awhile him ftayes, himfelfe to reft. 
That to the reft more hable he might bee : 
During which time, in every good beheft. 
And godly worke of Almes and Charitee, 
Shee him inftrufted with great induftree. 
Shortly therein fo perfeft he became. 
That, from the firft unto the laft degree. 
His mortall life he learned had tq frame 

In holy righteoufnefle, without rebuke or blame. 

XLVI, 

Thence forward by that painfull way they pas \ 

K 3 
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Forth to an Hill, tfaatwas both fteepe add Uv ; 
On top whereof a facred Chappell was. 
And eke a litle Hermitage thereby, 
Wherein an aged holy man did lie, - 
That day and night (aid his devotioa, 
Ne other worldly bufines did apply : 
His name was Hevenly Contemplation ; 
Of God ahd goodnes was his kneditatibn. 

XLVII. ^ 

Great grace that oFd man to him givett had ; 

XLVI. 2. to an Hilly that it/as hot kjieepe and ^;] The 

refidence alfjgned to Contemplation is often in woods or groves. 
See MiUon's Comus, ver. 377. See alfo the next note on Cofi" 
templation. Milton, fpeiakin^ of the foul, finely iays, that, '^ fo 
oft as fhe would retire out of the head from over the {learning 
vapours of the lower parts tv^DiDineContetkpkLtiony'^^him 
flie found the pureft and quieteft retreat, as beiog moft remote 
fr6m foil and difturbance." . Mr. Upton remarks that the refi- 
dence of Contemplation on a hiU, feems imaged from the Table 
of Cebes, in which A>a^Un n«»^e»» dwells on a fteep rock, where 
Patience and Perfeverahce ftand ready, like Mercy here, to 
affift and encourage thofe that mount the hill. Todd. 

iCLVi.7. — ' <^id apply:] Mmd. See F. 

Q. ii. yi. 5. " Her courfe for to apply** Chuech. , j 

XLVI, 8. Contemplation ;] Mr. Warton, in a note 

on Milton's IL Penfi ver. 52, fays that Contemplation is firft 
perfonified in Englifh poetry by Spenfer. But it is perfonified 
by Sidney in his Arcadia^ which is generally underftood to 
have been written about 1580. See the 13th edit, p, 529. 
The verfes are called Afclepiades : 

** O fweet woods, the delight of folitarinefs — 

" Contemplation here holdeth his only feat ; 

** Bounded with no limits, borne with a wing of hope, 

** Climes even unto the ftars." 
tlontemplation is alfo a perfon in the old Morality of Hyckc" 
Scorner ; and, like Spenfer's old man whofe " mind is full of 
fpirituall repaft," thjnkes on thoughtes that is full hevenly. See 
Hawkins's Orig. of Eng. Drama, vol. i. p. 79. Todd. 
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For G^ he often Ikw from heavens hight : 
All wer^ his earthly eien both blunt and bad. 
And throagh great age had lofl their kindly 

fight. 
Yet iirondroiii^ quick and per&imt was bi& 

%right. 
As eagijss eie, that can behold the funne* 
That; Hili they fcale with all thek powre and 

might, 
l^atr bis firaile tibighes, nigh weary and fbr-^ 

donne, 

Gan hih ; but^ by ker helpe, the top at laft he 

wohne. 

XLvni. 
There they doe finde that godly aged Sire, 

With fnowy lockes adowne his ftioulders (bed ; 

As hoary frofi; with ^)angles doth attire 

The mofly braunches of ajn oke halfe ded» 

Each bone might through his body well be 

aced. 

And every finew ieene, through bis long faft : 

For nought he car d his carcas long unfed ; 



XLVII. 9. lif her Aelpe,] That is, througb 

Mercy, Cuurch. 

XLVin. 3. Js hoary froft &c.] This pidlurefque image of 
the ihowy locks of this reverend perfon compared to a hoary 
iroft, which covers the head of an oak, Mr. Pope thinks waa 
borrowed from Homer; where Hedor is faid to march along» 
feeming a mountain capt with fhow, opsV n^iyn vmluk;^ IL y . 754. 
In allufion to the white plumes playing ou his helmet> and to 
bis perpetual epithet xop vdai«Xo(. Upton. 

K 4 
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His miqd was full of fpirituall nepaft. 
And pyn d his fle(h to keep his body low and 
chad. 

XLIX. 

Who, when thefe two approching he afptde^ 
At their firft prefence grew agrieved fore, 
That forft him lay his hevenly thoughts afide ; 
And had he not that Dam^ refpe6i:ed more, ^ 
Whom highly he did reverence and radore. 
He would not once have moved for the K wgbt. 
They him faluted, ftanding far afore ; 
Who, well them greeting, hmmb}y did re* 
quight. 

And alked, to what end they clomb that tedious 
hight? 

L. 

" What end," quoth fhe, " ihould caufe us take 

fuch paine. 
But that fame end, which every living wight 
Should make his marke, high heaven to at- 

taine ? 
Is not from hence the way, that leadeth right 
To that moft glorious Houfe, that gliftreth 

bright 
With burning ftarres and everliving fire^ 



XLVIII. 9. -^nd pvn'd hisJUJh to keep his body low and chqfi.'] 
See Roffi. viii. 13, I Cor. ix. 27. Upton. 

XLIX. 4. more,] Greatly, See 

Introdud. F. Q. ii. ft. 4. Chuech. 
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Wbefe^rf the keies/we to thy hand behight 
By wife Fidelia ? She doth thee require, 

To (hew it to this Knight, according his defire/* 

LI. 
Thr ife happyiman,'* faid then the Father grave, 
Whofe ftaggering fteps thy fteady hand 
doth lead. 
And ihewes the way his linfuU foule to fave ! 
"Who tetter can the way to heaven aread 
Then thou thyfelfe, that was both borne and 

bred 
In hevenly throne, where thoufand angels 

ihine ? 
Thou doeft the praiers of the righteouiS fead 
Prefent before the Maiefty Divine, 
And His avenging wrath to clemency incline. 

LIL 

** Yet, fince thou bidft, thy pleafure flial be 
donne. 

L. 7- Whereof the keits are to thy hand beh^ht\ Faith gives 
to Contemplation the ke)rs, the fymboi of power, which open 
the gates of heaven. There is an alkiiion, not unlike, in 
^fchylns, Eumen, v. 830^ ICa* xxj^of m^« ^vyMtut ^tr, diMt. 
Minerva having the keys of heaven, (he alone, {viz, Wifdom,) 
can give you entrance thither. Upton. 

Hence perhaps Milton's *^ golden keyj that opes the palace 
of Eternity," Co»i, 13. Todd. 

.Ibid. "^ behight] Committed or ea- 

trufied. See the note on hight, F. Q. i. iv. 6. Todd. 

L. 9« ' according] Granting, Fr. accorder. 

Church. 

LI. 3. And Jhemes the tpo^,] He fhould have faid, '* And 
to which it (liewes the way." T. Wart on. 
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Then oame, Thou m«D of earth, add fee the 

way, 
That never yet was fecne of Faries fcmne ; 
That never leads the traveller aftray. 
But, after labors long and fad dela^f. 
Brings them to ioyous reft and endl^iTe biis. 
But firft thou muft a feafoa &tft and pray. 
Till from her bands the fpright allbiled ift. 
And have her ilrength redur d from fraile in*«fl 

firmitis/' ^ 

LIII. 

That dotae, he leads lum to the higheft Mount ; 
Such one, as that fame mighty Man of God, 



LII. 2. Thou man of earthy] The reader wJU not le» the 
propriety of this addriefs» till Jie reads, li. 65, 66 ; for it doQS 
not fignSy an earthly-minded man, in the fenfe of Pfisd, x. 18, 
'^ tliat the man of the earth may np more opprcfle ;*' but in the 
fenfe of Gen, ix. 20. " And Noah began |;o be an htt/bandmanJ' 
Hi^. A man of the earth, Beptua^t. Kd) ifitiri Na;» a»&fuir64 
FEHPror yn?. Where yiwpyo? feems to be a glofs or interpreta- 
tion. Hence the Knight's name, riwpyo^, Ueorge, The very 
fame addrefs and allufion you have in Milton ; for, Adam fig- 
lufying a man of earthy hence Eve very properly, ffiieaking to 
Jiim, fays ; " Adam, earth's hailow'd mmLd/* Upton. 

LII. 6« Brings them\ Both Spenfer's editions read ^< Bring 
them." But it Siould be either " JBn»g* him,*' the traveller % 
or we (hould read, in the fourth line, travellers. Church. 

LII. 8. — — — ^ the fpright affoiled m,] Is abfokoed, 
Fr. akfomdre, Oft»n thus ufed by our old poets. Thus in 
Pierce the Plovghmans Crede^ edit. 1553. Sign. B. iij. 

" My foule I fettc for thyn, to a/oe/c tiie-clene/' 
And in the romance of Robert the Devyll : 

^* And for youre fynnes euer youe mufte be forye, 
" Por as yet I will not ajfoylle you/' 
In Chaucer's Prol. Cant, T. 6*63, edit. Urr. " Afoiling" is ufed 
for Abfolution, Toi>D. 



That btoodkrad billowes like a wall^ iroht 
Oh either iida difparted with his rod, 
Till that his Btrnf dry-foot through them yod, 
T>%v At forty ikiefs npon; ^^here, writt in ftone 
With bkxp^y letters by the Iwrtid ef God, 
The bitter doome of death and balefiiU mone 
He did receive, whiles flaiihing fire about him 

ftione: 

LIV. 
Or like that fecred Hill, whdfe head ftdft hie^ 
Adornd \;rith fruitfulL dive* all arownd, 
Is^ ^is it iv6re for endleflffe memory 
Of thiitt deare Lord who oft thereon waa 

For ever widi a flowring girlond cro%iid: 
Or like that pleafeunt Mount, that is for ay 
Through famous poets verfe each where re- 
nownd, ' 

■ , ■ - ■ » 

Onv^hich the thrife three learned Ladies play 
Their het'enly noted, and make fall many a 
Wely !ay. 

From thende, far g& he wito him did ihew 
A little path, that was both fteepe and k)i)g. 
Which to a goodly Gitty led his vew ; 
Whofe wals and tawres were builded high and 
ftrong 

Ifll. 3. blood-red bitlowes] So he calls the waveir 

of the Red ^ea. Jo&tin. 
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Of perle and precious iix^ne^ that earthly tQng 
Cannot deforibe, nor wit of man €an tell ; 
Too high a ditty for my fimple foi^ I 
The Gitty of the Greate Kii^ higbt it well, 
Wherein eternall peace and happiliefle doth 
dwell. 

LVI. 

As he thereon flood gazing, he might fee 
The blefled Angels to? and fro defcend 
.!Fro*a higheft heveja in gladfome companee, ) 
And with gr^t ioy aiito that Gitty wend. 
As commonly m frend does with his frend. 
Whereat he wondred much, and ganencjiiere, 
What fl^tely building durft fo high extend 
JH^ .l^y towres unto th? ftarry fphere. 

And wjiajt unknowen nation there empeopled 
were. 

LVII. 

Faire Knight,^' quoth he, " Hierufalem that is. 
The New Hierufalem, that God has built 
For thofe to dwell in, that are chofen his. 
His chofen people purged from finful guilt 
With pretious blood, which cruelly was fpilt 
On curfed tree, of that unfpotted Lam, 



LVI. 2. The hl^ed angels to and fro defcend] Alluding to 
Jacob's vifion, Gen. xxviii. 12. Compare Milton, Par, Lofiy, 
B. iii. 501, &c. Upton. 

LVI. 5. As commonly] That is, in as loving and fociable 
a manner. Commonly has here the fame fenfe as the Latin 
>vord communiterj that is, together, ^'oin^/y. Church. 
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That for the finnes of al the world was kilt : 
Now are they Saints all in that Citty fam, 
More dear unto their God then youngliijgs to 
their dam." 

LVIIL 

" Till now/' faid then the Knight, " I weened 

well. 
That great Cleopolis where I have beene. 
In which that faireft Fary Queene doth dWell, 
The faireft citty was that might he feene ; 
And that bright towre, all built of chriftall 

clene, 
Panthea, feemd the bright^ft thing that was : 
But now by proofe all otherwife I weene ; 
For this great Citty that does far furpas. 
And this bright Angels towre quite dims that 

towre of glas/' 

LIX. 

" Mod trew,*' then faid the holy aged man ; 
" Yet is Cleopolis, for earthly frame. 
The faireft peece that eie beholden can ; 
And well befeemes all Knights of noble name, 



LIX. 2. ' for eartMy frame,] Corre6led by 

the edit. 1751, by Mr. Church, Mr. Upton, and Tonfon's 
edit, of 1758, from the Errata, fubjoined to the firft edition. 
Both 3penfer'8 editions however read famcy which the fohos 
and tlie firft edition of Hughes follow. Dr. Jortin, who exa- 
mined only the later editions j propofed to retid frame. 

Todd. 

LIX. 3. The faireji peece] Cajlle, buildmg. See F. Q. ii* 
XL 14. " The ranOack of thsit peece" Church. 
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That cov€tt in th' immortail booke of feme 
To be eternized, that fame tq hautit^ 
And doen their fervice to that foveraignfe 
Dame, 
, That glory does to them for guerdon graunt : 
For (he is hevenly home, and heaven may inftly 
vaunt. 

LX. 

^^ And thou^ fiure ymp, fj^rong out from Englifb 

race. 
How ever now accompted Elfins fonn^, 
Well worthy doeft thy fervice for her grace, 
To aide a Virgin defolate fordonne. 
Bat when thou famous vifibory haft wonne, 
And high emongftail Knights haft hong thy 

(hield. 
Thenceforth the fuitt of earthly conqueft 

ihonne, 
And wafti thy hands from guilt of bloody iield : 
For blood can nought but fin, and wars but for- 

rows, yield. 

LXI. 

" Then feek this path that I to thee prefdge. 
Which after all to heaven (hall thee fend ; 

LX. 6. And high emongfi all Kjiights hafi hong thy Jhield^ 
Tbat is, in fome temple. So Godfrey, having compleated his 
conquefl of Jerufalem, hangs his arms up in the temple. TalTO, 
C. XX. ft. ult. Upton. 

LXI. 1. that I to thee pr^fage,] JPoint out 

with my hand* The French fo ufe prefager. Compare with th^ 
fourth line. Church. 
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Then peaceably thy painefuU pilgrimage 
To yonder fame Hierufalem doe bend. 
Where is for thee ordaind a blefled end : 
For thou emongfl thofe Saints, whom thou 

doeft fee, 
Shall be a Saint, and thine owne Nations 

Frend 
And Patrone : Thou Saint G earge flialt called 

bee. 
Saint George of mery Engldndy the figne of 

vidiorjee/^ 

LXIL 

** Unworthy wretch,'' quoth he, " of fo great 
grace. 
How dare I thinke fuch glory to attaine !*' 
" Thefe, that have it attaynd, were in lik^ 
cace," 

LXI. 9- ' ■ mery England^} That is, pkqftmtf (fc- 

Hghtfulf England. So Chaucer, p. 170. ed. Urr. 
** That made hem in a citie to tarie, 
^* That ftode full mery upon an havin fide." 
StodefuU mery^ that is, was pleafantly fituate. So Spenferi in 
his Prothalamim : 

*'*' At leRg^ tfae^ all to merpy London came, 
^* To merry London, &c."^ Church. 

Ibid. the figne of vidtoree,"] . The word. 

So, in milillary language^ the emmUr-fign forms a part of the 
icatch'Xecfrd appointed for the day. See Shakfpeare, Rich, IIL 
" Otir ancient word of courage, fair St. George, 
" Iufpire us with the fpleen of fiery dragons!" 
See alfo Le Maufolee, ou Les Tombeaux des Chevaliers du 
Noble Ordre de la Toifon d' Or, Amfi. l689, p. 48. " Le cm 
de guerre des Roys d' Angleterre : Monfjoye, No/ire Dame^ 
8. George, It caufe des banki&res de Noibre Dame, & de 
Saint George/' Todd. 
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Quoth he, " as wretched, and liv'd in like 

paine/' 
^' But deeds of armes muft I at laft be faine 
I And Ladies love to leave, fo dearely bought ?" 
. " What need of armes, where peace doth ay 
remaine," 
Said he, " and battailes none are to be fought ? 
As for loofe loves, they are vaine, and vahiih 
into nought/' 

LXIII. 

" O let me not,*' quoth he, " then turne againe 
Backe to the world, whofe ioyes fo fruitlefle 

are; 
But let me here for aie in peace remaine. 
Or ftreightway on that laft long voiage fare, 
'*' That nothing may my prefent hope empare/' 
" That may not be,'' faid he, " ne maift thou yitt 
Forgoe that royal Maides bequeathed care, 



LXII. 4. Qttoth he, as •wretched, &c.] This is the reading 
pf the fecond edition, which appears to be the poet's corredion. 
in order to fhow that Contemplation was now the fpeaker. la 
^very edition the aheration is adopted ; except in that of Mr. 
Church, who reads with the fird edition ; 

■ ** were in like cace 

" As wretched men, and lived &c." Todi>. 

LXIL 9» -<4* for loofe loves, the/ai^e vaine,] So the firft 
edition reads ; which Hughes'? iecond edition, the edition of 
1751, Tonfon'sof 1758, Mr. Church, and Mr. Upton, follow. 
Spenfer's fecond edition, probably by an errour of the prefs,, 
omits theify which the folios and Hughes's firft edition have, 
however, adopted. Mr. Warton alfo, by not examining the firil 
edition, has unjuftly charged the poet with inaccuracy for not 
inferting thei/, Todd. 
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Who did her caufe into thy hand coniinitt. 

Till from her eurfed foe thou have her freely 

quitt/' 

txiVi 

" Then (hall I footie/' quoth he, " fo God m€ 
grace, 
Abett that Virgins caufe difconfolate^ 
And Ihortly back returne unto this pkce^ 
To walke this way in Pilgrims poore eftate. 
But now aread, old Father, why of late 
Didft thou behight me borne of Engliih blood, 
Whom all a Faeries fonne doen nominate ?" 
" That word Ihalll,'* faidhe, " avouchen good, 

Silh to thee is unknowne the cradle of thy brood. 

LXV* 

" For well I wote thOu fpringfi from ancient race 

LXIV. 9. the cradle of thy hrood.l Thus 

again, F. Q. v, i. 5. " Even from the cradle of his infancy." 
And, in the Hymne in Honour of Love, " The wondrous cradle 
of thine infancy/' Thus alfo G. Gafcoigne to Lady Bridges : 
'^ Lo thus was Bridges hurt 

" In cradel of her kynd/' T* Warton. 

LXV. 1. For well I wote thou fpringft from ancient race 

Of Saxon kif^eSfl St. George, by the generality 
of writers, is fuppofed to be a Cappadocian ; by fome, a Cili- 
cian. The romance-^writer of the Seven Champions of Chrif- 
teadom makes him to be born of Englifh parentage, and of 
the royal blodd ; his mother, a king's daughter ; and his birth- 
place^ Coventry ; but that, as foon as born, he was miracu-* 
loufly conveyed away by an enchantrefs, called Kalyb : to 
which ftory Spenfer alludes in this flanza. This fame itory ef 
changelings, he has likewife in F. Q. iii. iii. 26, fpeaking of 
Arthegal. Shakfpeare likewife gives his poetical teflimony to 
thefe vulgar tales. Upton. 

The popular fuperflition of the night-tripping fairy, who 
haunted wonien in child-bed, and exchanged children, is (bme- 

VOL. HI. L 
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Of Saxon kinges, that have with mightie hand. 
And many bloody battailes fought in place, 
High reard their royall throne, in Britane land. 
And vanquifht them, unable to withftand : 
From thence a Faery thee unweeting reft. 
There as thou flepft in tender fwadling band. 
And her bafe Elfin brood there for thee left : 
Such, men do chaungelings call, fo chaung^d by 
Faeries theft, 

LXVL • 

Thence (he thee brought into this Faety lond. 

And in an heaped furrow did thee hyde ; 

Where thee a ploughman all unweeting fond. 

As he his toylefome teme that way did guyde. 

And brought thee up in ploughmans ftate to 

byde, 
Whereof Georgos he thee gave to name ; 



what fimilar to that of the female night-walkers , (lemurcs,) 
recorded by Wierus, and of whom the exiftence was believed 
in Germany : " Erattjue hoc larvarum genus apprimfe infaullum 
puerperis, 6c infantibus laden tibus, cuni!$ adhuc inhaarentibus/' 
Wier. De Prcejlig, Damon. 1583, p. 118. Todd. 

LXV. 4. Britane land,] This is the 

reading of the fecond edition, which Mr. Upton and Tonfon's 
edit, of 1758 adopt. Mr. Church follows the firft edition, 
** Britans land," but conjedures that the poet gate ^^ Briton 
land." Other editions read Bre/aftt or jBnY^wie. Todd. 

LXVI. 6, Whereof G'^orgo^ he thee gave to name;] Georgos 
in the Greek language fignifying a hufbandman, our poet hence 
takes occafion (according to his ufual rafethod) of introducing 
the marvellous tale told of Tagei,' *t\rA applying it to his hero : 
Tages was the fou of the earth : a ploughman {ds he his toilfomt 
teme thai wai/ did guide) fouiid him under the furrow, which 
the coulter-irou had turned up. This -wonderful tale the reader 
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Till prickt with courage, and thy forces prjde, 
To Fary court thou cam'ft to feek for fame, 
And prove thy puiflTant armes, as feemes thee 
beft became/' 

LXVII. 

O holy Sire," quoth he, *^ how ftiall I quight 
The many favours I with thee have foM^nd, 
That haft my Name and Nation redd aright, 
And taught the way that does to heaven 

bownd!'* 
This faide, adowne he looked to the grownd 
To have returnd, but dazed were his eyne 
Through paffing brightnes, which did quite 

confound 
His feeble fence, and too exceeding fliyne. 
So darke are earthly thinges compard to things 

divine ! 



may fee in Cicer. De Divin, ii. 23, Ovid. Met. xv. 553, and in 
other writers. Hence, in alluiion to his name Georgos, Spenfer 
in his letter to Sir VV. R. calls him *' a clounijh young man ; 
who, having defired a boone of the queen of Faeries, reded 
himfelf on the floor, unfit through his rufiicitie for a better 
place." 

'Tis worth while to fee with what great art our poet by de- 
grees unravels his ftory : the poem opens with the Chriftian 
Knight ; you fee his character, yet know not his name or 
lineage ; fome few hints are afterwards flung out ; but in this 
Canto you are fully fatisfied. Spenfer is very fond of this 
kind of fufpenfe. Upton. 

LXVII. 8. and too exceeding fhyne.] The 

conftrudion is, " Through paiTmg brightnes, and too exceed- 
ing fhyne, which did quite confound his feeble fence.'' Shj/ne 
is ufed as a fubflantive for light. So, in Pfal, xcvii. 4. " His 
lightnings gskvejhine unto the world." Church. 

l2 
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LXVIII. 

At laft, whenas himfelfe he gan to fynd. 

To Una back he caft him to retyre ; 

Who him awaited ftill with penfive mynd. 

Great thankes, and goodly meed, to that good 
Syre 

He thens departing gave for his paynes hyre. 

So came to Una, who him ioyd to fee ; 

And, after litle reft, gan him defyre 

Of her Adventure myndfuU for to bee. 
So leave they take of Caelia and her Daughters 
three. 

LXVIII. 1. At lajlj &c.] That is, when he had recovered 
bimfelf from his ecftafy. Church. 
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CANTO XL 

The Knight with that old Dragon Jights 

Two dayes inceffantly : 
The third, him overthrowes ; and gayns 

Moji glorious viBory. 

I. 

HIGH time now gan it wex for Una fay re 

To thinke of thofe her captive Parents deare, 

And their forwafted kingdom to repayre : 

Whereto whenas they now approched neare, 

AVith hartie wordes her Knight ftie gan to 

cheare, 

And in her modeft manner thus befpake ; 

" Deare Knight, as deare as ever Knight was 

deare. 

That all thefe forrowes fuffer for my fake, 

High Heven behold the tedious toyle, ye for me 

take ! 

II. 

" Now are we come unto my native foyle, 
And to the place where all our perilles dwell ; 
Here hauntes that Feend, and does his daily 

fpoyle ; 
Therefore henceforth bee at your keeping well. 
And ever ready for your foeman fell :. 

l3 
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The fparke of noble corage now awake. 
And ftrive your excellent felfe to excell : 
That fliall ye evermore renowmed make 
Above all Knights on earth, that batteill under- 
take/' 

III. 

And pointing forth, " Lo ! yonder is," faid flie, 
" The brafen towre, in which my Parents deare 
For dread of that huge Feend emprifond be ; 
Whom I from far fee on the walles appeare, 
AVhofe fight my feeble foule doth greatly 

cheare : 
And on the top of all I do efpye 
The watchman way ting tydings glad to heare ; 
That, O my Parents, might I happily 

Unto you bring, to eafe you of your mifery !'* 

IV. 

With that they heard a roaring hideous fownd, 
That all the ayre with terror filled wyde, 
Andfeemd uneath to fliake the ftedfaft ground. 
Eftfoones that dreadful Dragon they efpyde, 
Where ftretcht he lay upon the funny fide 

III. 1. Jnd &c.] This flanza was either omitted in the 
firfl edition by the carelefliiefs of the printer, or afterwards 
added by the poet. It is found," though no notice is taken of 
it, in the fecond and fubfequent editions. Church. 

III. 8. That, my ParentSj might I &c.] That is, the 
which tydings. Upton. 

IV. 3. uneath] So all the editions. I fuppofe 

it means beneath, and is a contraction for underneath. I do not 
recoiled that he elfe where ufes uneath iu this fenfe. Church. 
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Of a great hill, himfelfe like a great hill : 
But, all fo foone as he from far defcryde 
Thofe ghflring armes that heven with light 

did fiU, 
He roufd himfelfe full blyth, and haftned them 

untilL 

y. 

Then badd the Knight his Lady yede aloof, 
And to an hill herfelfe withdraw afyde ; 
From whence fhe might behold that battailles 

proof, 
And eke be fafe from daunger far defcryde : 
She him obayd, and turnd a little wyde. — 
Now, O thou facred Mufe, moft learned 

dame, 
Fayre ympe of Phoebus and his aged bryde, 

IV. 7- Buty all fo foone as &c.] Statius, Theb. v. 556, 

' ** turn fquamea demum 

'' Torvus ad armorum radios, fremitumque viroruniy 
" Colla mo vet." Jortik. 

IV. 9. until!.] Unto. So he ufes 

the word in his S/tep. Cal. Nov. ver. 185. " What it us brings 
untill/' Church. 

V. 1. his Lady yede aloof ,] To i/ede is to 

go. So, in Chaucer, Rom, R, 5151. ed. Urr. 

" For alle i/ede out at one ere 

" That in that other (he did lere :" 
That is, went. Spenfer often makes the preterperfed tfode, both 
in F. Q. and in his Shep, Cal. Yede and yode are thus indif- 
criminately ufed in Bex'is of Hampton, Todd. 

V. 7. Faire ympe of' Phmbus and his aged bryde j &c«] Tis 
impoilible but that the reader's attention muft have been 
awakened at the dreadful apprehenfion of this Dragon, for 
which he lias all along been prepared by the poet. This 
monfter i? juft mentioned ; the poet then.paufes, and invocatea 

L 4 
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The nourfe of time and everlafting fame, 
That warhke handes ennobleft with immortaU 
name; 

VI. 

Q, gently come into my ffeeble breft, 

Come gently; but not with that mightie rage. 
Wherewith the martiall troupes thou doeft 

infeft, 
And hartes of great heroes doeft enrage, 

his Mufe. Now nothing can be finer imagined : during this 
paufe the reader's imagination is in fufpenfe, and left to work 
for itfelf : and the delay and expeftation are kept up for above 
twenty verfes. Mean while the poet, to awaken the attention 
of the reader to fome great argument anc| t^ew matter, calls 
upon the facred Mufe, after the manner of his Qiaflprs I|omer 
and Virgil. So again, F. Q. iii, iii. 4. 

" Begin then, O my deareft facred daq^e, 
" Daughter of Phoebus and of Memorye, &c." 
In both thefe paifages the Mufe is called the daughter of 
Phcebus and Mnemofyne, that is, Memory. But Homer and 
Heliod make the Mufes to be daughters of Jupiter. The poets 
are not however altogether agreed as to their genealogy. 

Upton. 
Spenfer alfo makes the Mufes the daughters of Phoebus and 
Mnemofyne, F. Q. ii. x. 3. Elfewhere he makes them the 
daughters of Jupiter and Mnemofyne : See F. Q. iv. xi. 10. 
This latter opinion is moft commonly received. Church. 

V. 9. That warlike handes] flandes for perfons. See f. Q, 
iii. iii. 4. 

" That doeft ennoble with immortal name 
** The warlike Worthies — '' Church. 

VI, 4. heroes] It is not uncommon to find 

heroes extended into three lyllables by our old poets. In the 
F. Q. are other inftances. So, in Spenfer's Verfes likewife| 
prefixed to the Hiji. of George Caftriot^ &c. 1596. 

*.* And old heroes^ which their world did daunt." 
And thus Browne, in the Dedication to his Brit, Fajt, l6l9. 

<* Where brave heroes worths the Sifters fing." 
Again, Brit. Pajt, B. i. p. 92. 

M >yhen our heroe^ hoijour'd f!iffex, died/' Topo^ 
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That nought their kindled corage may afwage : 
Soone as thy dreadfall trompe begins to fownd. 
The god of warre with his fiers equipage 
Thou doeft aw?ike, fleepe never he fo fownd } 
And feared nations doeft with horror fterne 
aftownd. 

Fayre goddeffe, lay that furious fitt afyde, 
Till 1 of warres apd bloody Mars doe fing. 
And Bry ton fieldes with Sarazin blood bedyde, 
Twixt that great Faery Queene and Paynim 

King, 
That with their horror hevea and earth did 

ring ; 
A worke of labour long, and endleife prayfe : 

VI. 7. The god of warre xvith his fieri equipage] Miltop, 
m bis Sonnet f« Sir Henry Vancy feems to have had this po^fl^ge 
in his remembrance : 

*' Then to advife how War may, bell upheld, 
*^ AJove by her two main nerves, iron and gold, 
" In all her equipage/' Todd. 

VI. 9- -^nd feared na^ons] Corrected from the Errata: 
It was before, " Andyearerf nations." Church. 

VII. 1. — that furious fitt] Fttt, from what 

foUpws in the feventh line of this ilanza, feems to be ufed in 
the fenfe of a muficalfirainj as in Colin Clouts come home again^ 
ver. 69. ** To play fome pleafant^^ ;" Where fee the note. 

To DO. 

VII. 2. Till I of warres &c.] See the Letter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Verfes to Lord Eflex, and F. Q. i. xii. 18, where 
Spenfer gives intimations of his defign of writing an heroic k 
poem in honour of Queen Elifabeth. Church. 

The fubjedl of this poem was to be the wars betwixt the 
Faerie Queene and the Paynim King, meaning hiflorically 
Queen Elifabeth and the King of Spain. See F. Q. i. xii. 18. 

Upton. 
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But now a. while lett downe that haughtie 

ftring, 
And to my tunes thy fecond tenor rayfe, 
That I this Man of God his godly armes may 
blaze. 

VIII. 

By this, the dreadful Beaft drew nigh to hand, 
Halfe flying and halfe footing in his hafte, 
That with his largenelTe meafured much land, 
'And made wide fhadow under his huge wafte; 
As mountaine doth the valley overcafte. 
Approching nigh, he reared high afore 
His body monftrous, horrible, and vafte ; 



yil, 7. —■ — ■ that haughtie ^ri«^,] That high- 
tuned ftring, as Mr. Church obferves. So, in French, Haut- 
contre is, in mufick, the Counter-tenor, The Italians ufe Alto 
in the fame fenfe. Todd. 

VIII. 1. B^ this, the dreadful Beq/l drew nigh to hand, 

Halfe Jlying and halfe footirig] Among the Odes 
attributed to Anacreon, there is one on Love, {Od, xl.) who, 
being ftung by a bee, runs, half on foot, half flying, to his 
mother. Af»iJMv St mu tfftroff^iU. This image, ludicrous and 
pretty, our poet has made terrible. This it is to be a poetj! 
and fo worthy of imitation did it appear to Milton, that, in 
defcribing the journey of Satan through the vaft gulf bet>yeen 
heaven and hell, he has made ufe of Spenfer's words, Par, Lofi, 
B. ii. 940. 

" nigh founder'd on he fares, 

" Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot, 
" Half flying J' Upton. 

VIII. 3. with his largetiejfe meafured much land, &c.] 

In the eleventh ftanza we are told, that his tail alone " lacked 
but little of three furlongs." Homer fays of the giant Tityus, 
that, out-ftretched on the ground, he covered nine acres, o ^ 
•TT* Ivnot kbTto iLiXf&fx, Odyff'. K 576, See alfo IL «•'. 77 5 • IL f\ 
407, and Miltcin, Par. L, B. i. 195. Todd. 
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Which, to increafe his wondrous greatpes 
more. 
Was fwoln with wrath and poyfon, and with 
bloody gore ; 

IX. 

And over all with brafen fcales was armd, 
Like plated cote of fteele, fo couched neare 
That nought mote perce ; ne might his corfe 

be harmd 
With dint of fwerd, nor pufli of pointed fpeare: 
Which, as an eagle, feeing pray appeare, 
His aery plumes doth rou^e full rudely dight ; 
So fliaked he, that horror was to heare : 
For, as the claftiing of an armor bright, 

Such noyfe his rouzed fcales did fend unto the 

Knight. 

X. 

His flaggy winges, when forth he did difplay. 
Were like two fayles, in which the hollow 

wynd 
Is gathered full, and worketh fpeedy way : 
And eke thepennes, that did hispineonsbynd, 

IX. 1. And over all &c.] That is, And was armd all 
over &c. So, in The Vifions of the Worlds Vanity, ft. 6. 

" An hideous dragon, dreadful to behold; 

" Whofe back was armd againft the dint of fpear 
" With (hields of brafs that flione like burnifht gold, 
" And forkhed fting &c." Church. 

IX. 5. Which,] WJiich fcales. Church. 

X. 2. Were like two fayles] Sails are often ufed by our 
author for wings. See the. note on failes, F. Q. v. iv. 42. , 

T. Wartqn. 
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Were like mayne-yardes with flying can^ 

lynd; 
With which wbenas him Uft the ayre to be 
And there by force unwonted paflage fync 
The cloudes before him fledd for ten^- 

great, 
And all the hevens ftood ftill amazed vrith M^ 

threat. 

XL 
His huge long tayle, wownd up in hundred 
foldes, 
Does overfpred his long bras-fcaly back, 
Whofe wreathed boughtes when ever he uu'^ 

foldes, 
And thick-entangled knots adown does flacky 
Befpotted as with (hieldes of red and blacke^ 
It fweepeth all the land behind him farre. 
And of three furlongs does but Utle lacke; 
And at the point two ftinges infixed aire. 
Both deadly iharp, that fharpeft fteele exceeden 
farre. 

XL 3. Whofe wreathed boughtes] Twijs or folds. See the 
fame word, applied to the Dragon, F. Q. i. i. 15, and to a 
ferpent, in his Virgil's Gnat, ft. 32. A paflage in Milton's 
Allegro illuftrates the ufe of the word in this old fenfe : 

" many a winding bout 

" Of linked fweetnefs long drawn out." Todd. 

XL 5. Befpotted as withjhieldes] Correded in the Errata; 

though I, for my part, diflike not " Befpotted all with ihieldes ;" 

for Jhields mean fcales. So, in Job xli. 15, of the leviathan: 

" His/cafc* are his pride/' Heb. <* His Jlrong pieces of Jhields:' 

Upton. 
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XII. 

But ftinges and (harpeft fteele did far exceed 
The (harpnefle of his cruel rending clawes : 
Dead was it fure, as fure as death indeed. 
What ever thing does touch his raveiious 

pawes. 
Or what within his reach he ever drawes. 
But his moft hideous head my tongue to tell 
Does tremble ; for his deepe devouring iawes 
Wyde gaped, like the griefly mouth of hell. 
Through which into his darke abyiTe all ravin 

fell 

XIIL 

And, that more wondrous was, in either iaw 
Three ranckes of yron teeth enraunged were, 
In which yett trickling blood^and gobbetsTaw, 
Of late devoured bodies did appeare ; 
That fight thereof bredd cold congealed feare : 
Which to increafe, and all at once to kill, 
A cloud of fmoothering fmoke, and fulphure 

feare. 
Out of his (linking gorge forth deemed {till. 

That all the ayre about with fmoke and ftench 
did fill. 

XII. I. But Sec] The conftrudion is, But the fharpnefie 
of his cruell rending clawes did far exceed (linges and iharpeft 
-fteele. Church. 

XIII. 2. TAree rofickes of yron teeth &:c.] Ovid, Met. iii. 
3*. " Triplici ftant ordine denies" Jortin. 

)^e Dan, vii. 7. The beaft '* had great iron teeth." 

Upton. 
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XIV. 

His blazing eyes, like two bright (hining ftiieldes. 
Did burne with wrath, and fparkled living 

fyre : 
As two broad beacons, fett in open fieldes^ 
Send forth their flames far off to every fliy re. 
And warning give, that enemies confpyre 
With fire and fword the region to invade ; 
So flam'd his eyne with rage and rancorous 

yre: 
But fer within, as in a hollow glade, 
Thofe glaring lampes were fett, that made a 

dreadfull fliade. 

XV. 

So dreadfully he towardes him did pas, 
Forelifting up aloft his fpeckled breft. 
And often bounding on the brufed gras, 

XIV. 1. His blazing eyeSy &c.] Thefe " glaring lamps," 
as the poet afterwards calls them, are very properly given by 
Milton ^to Satan, Far, L. B. i. 193. 

" With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 
." That Sparkling blaz'd—" 
Both poets are probably indebted to Homer, IL /. 474. ' 

S. Rowlands, in his metrical Hift. of Guy Earle of JVarwick, 
1654, fign. H. 3, has very minutely copied Spenfer's dragon : 
" His blazing eyes did burn like living fire, 
" And forth his fmoaking gorge came fulphur fmoke, &c." 
Other proofs of fimilar plagiarifm might be adduced from this 
forgotten work. The dragon in Hvon de Bourdeaux muft not 
be omitted, as perhaps Spenfer retained fome remembrance of 
it. See Hnon &c: edit. Rouen, f. d. fol. 239- b. " Le corps 
auoit grand k merueilles, &c la telle tant grofle en laquelle 
auoit deux yeux plus grands que deux bajffins, plains de braife 
ardant'^ To dp. 
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As for great ioyance of his new come gueft. 
Eftfoones he gan advance his haughty creft ; 
As chaufFed bore his briftles doth upreare ; 
And fhoke his fcales to battaile i*eady dreft, 
(That made the Redcrofle Knight nigh quake 
for feare,) 
As bidding bold defyaunce to his foeman neare. 

XVI. 

The Knight gan fayrely couch his fteady fpeare. 

And fiefrfely rail at him with rigorous might : 

The pointed fteele, arriving rudely theare, 

His harder hyde would nether perce nor 

bight, 
But, glauncing by, foorth pafled forward 

right : 
Yet, fore amoved with fo puiflaunt pufti. 
The wrathfuU Beaft about him turned light. 
And him fo rudely, paffing by, did brufti 
With his long tayle, that horfe and man to 

ground did rufh. 

XVII. 

Both horfe and man up lightly rofe againe. 
And frefti encounter towardes him addreft : 
But th' ydle ftroke yet backe recoyld in vaine. 
And found no place his deadly point to reft. 
Exceeding rage enflam'd the furious Beaft, 

XV. 8. That made &c.] The fecond and fubfequent folio 
very rightly include this line in a parenthefis, as Mr. Church 
has remarked. Toiifon's edition of 1758 has attended to this- 
diftindion; Mr. Upton has negleded it» Todd. 
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To be avenged of fo great defpight j 
For never felt his imperceable breft 
So wondrous force from hand of living wight ; 
Yet had he proved the powre of many a puif- 
iant Knight« 

XVIIL 

Theii, with his waving wings dilplayed wjde, 
Himfelfe up high he lifted from the ground,. 
And with ftrong flight did forcibly divyde 
The yielding ayre, which nigh too feeble 

found 
Her flitting parts, and element uiifound^ 
To beare fo great a weight : He, cutting way 
With his broad fayles, about him foared 

round ; 
At lafl:, low flouping with unweldy fway, 

Spatcht up both horfe and man, to beare them 

quite away. 

XIX. 

Long he them bore above the fubje6t plaine. 
So far as ewghen bow a fliaft may fend ; 
Till ftruggling ftrong did him at laft con. 
ftraine 



XVIT. 9. Yet &c.] See C. vii. ft. 45. Church. 

XVIII. 8. Jtmiping] A term in falconry, 

vrhen a hawk, being upon her wings, bends down violently to 
ftrike the fowl. Kerjfey, Church. 

XIX. 1. Me fubjed plaine,] The plain 

beneath them. So Milton, Par, L, B. xii. 640, 

" and down the cliff as faft 

^* To the /ybje^ed plain/* Todd. 
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To let them downe before his flightes end : 
As hagard hauke, prefuming to contend 
With hardy fowle above his hable mighty 
His wearie pounces all in vaine doth fpend 
To trufle the pray too heavy for his flight ; 
Which, comming down to ground, does free it* 
felfe by fight« 

XX. 

He fo difleized of his gtyping groffe^ 
The Knight his thrillant fpeare again aflayd 
In his bras-plated body to embofle, 
And three mens ftrength unto the ftroake he 

layd; 
Wherewith the (lifFebeame quaked, as affrayd , 
And glauncing from his fcaly necke did 

glyde 
Clofe under his left wing, then broad dif- 

playd : 



XIX. 5. '"■—^ hagard hauke,] A wild hawk. Church. 

XIX. 6. '■ — ' hable might,] His proper ftrength. 

So the Latin word kahilis figni/ies. Church. 

XX. 1. He fo difleized] DifpoJeJ'ed* A law term. See 
Cragiii Jus Feudale, Lips. 171 6. Glojf, p. 8. *^ Dijqfinam fa- 
cere, Safinam rumpere, aut poflelTionem impedire : Digafire^ 
eft ex Safina ejicere." Cotgrave tranflates dijhifed deflaifi, de* 
vefti, defempare, &c. Todd. 

XX. 3- to emboffe,] Euclofe. This word 

appears to have been formerly the fame as embox, to 'Jhut or 
clofe up as in a box. See Cotgrave's Fr. Did. Ipiboxed^ emboite, 
emboih^. And alfo V. Emboijier. The fenfe therefore, is, 
The Knight endeavoured to Jheath, or lodge^ his ^ar in the 
Dragon's body. Todd. 

VOL. III. M 
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The perdng fteele there wrought a wound 
full wyde, 
Thsit with die Uncouth fmart the Moniler 
lowdly cryde. 

XXI. 

He cryde, as raging feas are wont to rore, . . 
When wintry florme his wrathful wreck does 

threat ; 
The rolling billowes beate the ragged ijiore. 
As they the earth would ihoulder from her 

feat ; 
And greedy gulfe does gape, as he would eat 
His neighbour element in his revenge : 
Then gin the bluftring brethren boldly threat 
To move the world from offhis ftedfaft henge, 
And boyftrous battaile make, eac|s other to 
avenge. 

XXII. 

The fteely head ftuck fail ftill in his fletti, 

XX. 9. That with the uncouth ./war^] The unufual fmart, 
hitherto unhioxvn. to him. Cvth, as Mr. Upton obferves from 
Verftegan, is known, acquainted 9 familiar ; as, on the qontr&ry, 
uncouth is unknown. The word is Saxon, and oflen oc^curs in 
pur old poets. It is alfo geaerally accented on the fird fyllable^ 
Thu^ in Sidney's Arcadia : 

" An incouih love, which nature hateth moft." 
And in Browne's Brit. Pajt. l6l6\ B. i. p. 48. 

'' An (tncoutk place fit for an dncouth mind." 
MUtou repeatedly thus accents the word. Todd. 

XXI. 1. He crydey as raging feas dre wont to. tore, &c.] 
Spenfer compares the bellpwiug of this mondet to the roaring 
of the feas. See Homer, //, {. 394, p, 263, Virgil, Georg, iv, 
262, and Ariofto, Orl. Fur, C. xxx, 60. Upton. 
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^ Till widi his cruell clawes he fhatcht the 
wood, 
And quite afunder broke : Forth flowed frejOb 
A guftiing river of blacke gory blood, 
That drowned all the land, whereon he flood; 

' The fl;reame thereof would drive a water-mill : 
Trebly augmented was his furious mood 
With bitter fence of his deepe rooted ill. 

That flames of fire he threw forth from his large 
nofethrill. 

4 

xxm. 

His hideous tayle then hurled he about, 
And therewith all enwrapt the nimble thyes 
Of his froth-fomy fl:eed, whofe'courage ftout 
Striving to loofe the knott that fafl: him tyes, 
Himfelfe in fl:reighter bandes too rafli imply eSj 
That to the ground he is perforce confl;raynd 
To throw his ryd^r; who can quickly ryfe 



XXII. 8. — ' ^— deepe rooted iil^l That is, the 

fpear-head which^tV/ remained in his body. Church. 

XXIII. 3. V)h0f€ courage fiont 

Strioing to loofe the knott thatfajt him tyesj 
Himfelfe in ftreighter bandes too rafh implyesj 
Our poet has plainly Virgil in view, in his .famous defcription 
of the ferpents and Laocoon : 

** Ille ^ul manibus tendit divellere nodos/'->— 
^'Corpora natorum ferpens amplexus uterque 
« Implicate— 
Tou have the very word in^lyes, " Sefe implicat," himfelf im'- 
plies; Ital. impUcarCy to entangle, Upton. 

XXIII. If. *— r who can quickly ryfe] That is, pie- 

fently arofe. Can for gan^ or began. Chuech. 
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Prom off the earth, with durty blood diflaybd. 
For that reprochfuU fall right foM^ly hedifdaynd; 

XXIV. 

And fercely tooke his trenchand blade in hand, 
With which he ftroke fo furious and fo fell. 
That nothing feemd the puiflaunce could 

withftand : 
Upon his creft the hardned yron fell ; 
But his more hardned creft was armd fo well. 
That deeper dint therein it would not make ; 
Yet fo extremely did the buffe him quell. 
That from thenceforth *he fhund the like to 
take, 
But, M hen he faw them come, he did them ftill 
forfake. 

XXV. 

The Knight was wroth to fee his ftroke beguyld, 
' Andfraot againe with more outrageous might; 
But backe agaitie the fparcling fteele recoyld, 
And left not any marke where it did light, 
- As if in adamant rocke it had beene pight. . 
The Beaft, impatient of his fmarting wound 
And of fo fierce and forcible defpight. 



.i 



XXIV. 1. — — ; his trenchahd blade] See before. F. 

Q. i. i. 17. This is the ufual fword of romance. So, in 
Hmn de Bordeaux, edit. Rouen, f. d. fol. 268. sl. ^\U e/pd 
trenchant €.'* Todd. 

XXIV. 6. That deeper dint] That is, " a deep dmt." Thie 
comparative ufed for the pofitive. Se^ dfo F. Q. ii. iv. 8l - 

" Buf overthrew himfelfe unwares, and Tbaer* lay:"' 
Tljat isj " Jav /oa)." 'Church. * - 
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Thought with his wioges to ftye above the 
ground; 
But his late wounded wing unferviceable found. 

XXVI. 

Then, full of grief and anguifh vehement, 
He lowdly brayd, that like was. never heard ; 

. And from his wide devouring oven fent 
A flake of fire, that, flafhing in his beard. 
Him all amazd, and aln^ofl made afeard : 
The fcorching flame fore fwinged all his face. 
And through his armour all his body feafd, 
That he could not endure fb cruell cace. 

But thought his armes to leave, and helmet tp 
unlace. 

XXVII. 

Not that great champion of the Antique world. 
Whom famous poetes verfe fo much doth vaunt^ 
And hath for twelve huge labours high ex told. 
So many furies and iharpe fits did haunt. 
When him the poy foned garment did en- 
chaunt, 

XXV. 8. • to ftye] To /oar, to afcend. See 

the note on/y,*' F. Q. ii. vii. 46. T. Warton. 

XXVI. 6, fwinged] For ^figed, or ^findged, 

Spenfer's ovfn editions read fwinged : the folios and Hughes, 

Jinged, ISMvfhere Speofer writes whet for hot. Church. 

XXVI. 9. But thought his armes ta leave , &c.] This ivas a 
wrong thought of our Chriflian Knight to think of leaving bis 
celeilial panoply ; fee too fl. 28. His vidory is therefore for a 
while poftponed. Upton. 

XXVII. 5. When him the po^oned garment did enchaunt^ 

With CentauresUood and bloody verjes charmd;] 
Thb garment was fent to )[)ercules by Deianira^ as 9^ philtrum^ 

M 3 
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With Centaures blood find bloody verfes 

charmd ; 
As did this I^night twelve tboufand dolours 

daunt;^ 
Whom fy lie fteele now burnt, that erft hiin 

armdj 
That erft him goodly armd, now moil of all hipqf 

harmd. 

XXVIIL 

Faynt, wearie, fore, €mboyled, grieved^ brent. 
With heat, toyie, wounds, armes, fmart, a|i(i 
inward fire, 

tor love-chacrro ; and given to her as fuch, by Neflus, wheti 
dying ; therefore |ie fays, xpifh blmdy verfes cJ^apm'd, See Ovid, 
Met, ix. 153. The fimile feems to he taken from Statins, 
Tkeh, xi. SSk Upton. 

XXVIIL 1. Faynt^ wearie^ fare^ embpyled,] Mr..Uptpa 
propofes to read embroiled ; but farely emhoyled is more appli- 
cable to the fiibftantive with whidi it agrees ; embodied with 
ftrmes ; iu\\ c4 wounds and fore&y in confeqiience of his aniiour 
being heated by the fiery breath of the dragon, and being now 
converted, ks'the poet relates in the preceding ^ajkza, intp 
ImrninsjteeU, Todd. 

XJ(!Vlil.^. With heat J tqyle, nounds, Sec!"} Faint with keaff 
marie with toylCffore with wounds^ emboyled^iih artfte^y grieved 
viithfmarty and brent with iimardjire. Fairfax has thefe kind 
of anlWering or parallel verfes, C. ii. ^. 

" Thusjfizire, ric%Jkarpe; to fecy to ^«re, tojeele." 
Could you think that Milton would have introduce^ th^fe^ 
puerilities fliall I call tbem, in his divine poem ? 

' ' ■ ^ ■ v.. ?■ air^ vmtery earthy 

** By fowl, fifti, beafl, was^owm was^/zottm, was uaJU^d — ^" 
Th6y are called, Vfr/iri paralkliy corrtkUvoiyCorr^pcndenttMy Sec, 
^is tirefoine to give many initances of what, once mehtiooed, 
is foon recolleded, and known. But I * cannot pafe over the 
following, where Cicero thus (peaks; 

Defendi, tenui, vetui : face, caede, timore : 

Civi^ dux, conful : ttd%^ lares, Latinm.'' Uftov* 
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Ths^t never man fud^ mifchiefes did totment ; 
Death better were ; death did he oft defire ; 
But death will never come, when needes re« 

quire. 
Whcmi fo difmayd when that his foe beheld, 
He cail to fufiet him no more refpire, 
' But gan his fturdy fterne about to weld. 
And him fo ftroiigly firoke, that to the ground 
him feld. 

XXIX. 

It fortuned, (as fayre it then befell,) 
Behynd his backe, unweeting where he flood. 
Of auncient time there was a fpringing Well, 
From which faft trickled forth a filver floods 
Full of great vertues, and for med'cine good: 
Whylome, before that curfed Dragon got 
That happy land, and all with innocent blood 
Defyld thofe facred waves, it rightly hot 

The Well of Life ; ne yet his vertues had foirgot : 

XXX. 

For unto life the dead it could reftore, 

XXVIII. 8. hisjiurdy fterne] Tail. So Chapman, 

in his Cctfar and Pompey^ 160/9 oi a lion enraged : 

" And tlien his fides he fringes with his j^er«e." Todd^ 

XXIX. 8. it rightly hot] IVas named^ called. 

So Gower, fol. xii. '* There was. a duke, and he was kotte 
Mundus." So below, hehoity ft. 38. Upton. 

XXIX. 9. The Well of Ltfe ;] This Well of Life, and after- 
wards the Tree 'of Life, are imaged from .Ret\ xxii. 1,2. Upton. 

But there is an allufion alfo to the Well in Bevis ofBamptow. 
See the Prelim. Efiay on Speixfer's Imitation^ from old Rot 
joances. Toop. 

♦ M 4 
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And guilt of finfull crimes cleane wafti away ; 
Thofe, that with iicknefle were infe6te4 fore. 
It could recure ; and aged long decay 
Renew, as one were borne that very day, 
i Both Silo this, and lordan, did excels 
And th' Englilh Bath, and eke the German 

Span ; 
Ne can Cephife, nor Hebrus, match this 
Well: 
Into the fame the Knight back overthrow en 
fell 

XXX. 6. Both 8ilo this^ and lordan, did excell^ - — r. 

Ne can Cephife, nor Hebrus, match this Well:] 
SilOf or Siloam, is ijieotioned in John ix. 7. '* Go vaih in the 
pool of Sitoam," Sandys, in his Travels^ p. 197> fays that the 
pilgrims wafh themfelves in tlie river Jordan^ efteeming it 
fovereign fpr fundry difeafes. Ceph^e is ft river in ^oetia: 
Kar7^fffdpo<y is its epithet in a hymn to Apollo, a^ributed to 
Homer ; and, in the Medea of Euripides, KoXXWof. Hebrus is 
a river of 'i'hrace^ into which tfie head ojf Orpheus was thrown 
by the Bacchanalians, Virg. Georg, iv. 524, Ovid. Met. xi, 
^f and iNIilton iu Lyiddas ; 

** His goary vifagedowp the ftream was fent, 

•* Down the Jwijt Hebrus tp the Lefbian Ihore." 

]V|iIton was, milled by a. faulty reading in Virgil to give th^ 

river Hebrus the epithet offwift: for lb far is it from being 

fwift, that 'tis a quiet flowing Itreara. All the printed copies, 

'tis true, read, JEn. i. 317. 

" Volucremque fuga praevertitur HebmmJ* 
But Servius upon this very epithet fays, *• Falfum eft, nam eft 
quiet igimus etium cum per hiemem crefcit." BeGde, for an 
Amnion to outftrip a river, (fuppoiing it fwift,) is no extraor-r 
diuary inftancc of fwiftnefs ; but to outftrip the wind is the 
poet's expreifion : 

" Vahcremfue fuga prsjsvertitor Eurum," 
This moft elegant correction was made by Janus Rutgerftus iu 
his obfervations i^pon Horace, C. vi ; and afterwards tacitly 
• adopted by Huetius. But to return from our ftiort digreflion ; 
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XXXL ^ 

Now gan the golden Phoebus for to fteepe 
His fierie face in billowes of the weft, 
And his faint fteedes watred in ocean deepe. 
Whiles from their iournall labours they did 

reft ; 
When that infernall Monfter, having keft 
His wearie.Foe into that living Well, 
Can high advaunce his broad difcoloured 

brell 



Spenfer mentions Hebrus for the purity of its ftream. See Hon 
L. i. Epift* xvi. ver. 13. Upton. 

As Mr. War ton has made the fame objedion to Milton's 
" fipift Hebrus ;" it may not be improper here to ftiow, that 
the gi-eat poet was probably not milled by the faulty reading 
above mentioned; but that, on the contrary, he was influ* 
enced, in the introdu^ion both of his imagery and exprefik>n, 
by an author familiar to him. See a copy of hexameter verfes 
in Davifon's Poetical Bnpfodie^ edit. l6il. p. 16*4. 
" As when Calliope* a dearfonne, fweete harmony Tinging, 
" Vnto the true confent of his harpe-ftrjngs tuned in order, 
^^ Swift -Aoyf'ing Hebrus (laid all his ftreames in a wonder." 
I difcovered this vindication, fuch as it is, of Milton, fmce I 
publifhed the edition of his poems in 1801 ; and I embrace 
this opportunity of refcuing him from the cenfure, under which 
he has long lain, of two eminent criticks. Todd. 

XXX I. 4. — — their iournall labours] Their dailjf 

labours. Fr, journal. The Italians ufe the adverb g-iorr/fl/wr/e/c 
for daili/. Chaucer employs journi for a day's work, Horn. R. 
576. edit. Urr. 

" For whan fhe kempt was feteoufly, 
** And well araied and richily, 
" Than had (he doen all her jourfte ; 
*' For mery and well begon was flie." 
And Shakfpeare has Spenfer's adjective, Meaf.for Meaf, A. iv. 
. 111. 
' " Ere twice the fun hath made \m> journal greeting 
*' To the under generation/' Toddi 
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X Above his wonted pitch, with countenance fell, 
And clapt his yron wings, as vi&or he did dwell. 

XXXII. 

Which when his penfive Lady faw from farre. 
Great woe and forrow did her foule aflay, 
As weening that the fad end of the warre ; 
And gan to Higheft God entirely pray 
That feared chaunce from her to turne away : 
With folded hands, and knees full lowly bent. 
All night Ihe watcht ; ne once adowne would 

lay 
Her dainty hmbs in her fad d^eriment, 

But praying ^l did wake, and waking did 
lament. 

XXXIII. 

The morrow next gan earely to appeare. 
That Titan rofe to runne his daily race ; 

XXXI. 9. <w xtiBor he did dwell.] As if he re- 
mained vidor. Mr. •Upton refers to Dwell in Junius: " puto 
duella Theotifcis olim ufurpatum pro morari, manere*' See 
alfo Beois of HampUm : 

" Bevis leapt on Arundell, 

" He had no longer time to dwell." Todd. 

XXXII.]. his penfive Ladif] So all the editions : 

But, as the Dragon is lad fpoken of, I would fuppofe that 
Spenfer gave, " Which when the penfive Lady &c," Church. 

XXXII. 8. Her dainty limbs] This expreflion repeatedly 
occurs in the Faerie Queene, and has been transferred by Milton 
to his hiidy in Conms. The word dainty was often ufed for 
elegant or beautiful. Wither copies Spenfer's combination in 
his Mijtreffe of F hilar ete, l622. See alfo Sir H, Wotton's Short 
Hift. of William I. " He was not of any delicate texture ; his 
limbs were rather fturdy than daynty** And, in the tranflation 
of Jmadis de Gaule^ 1619. p. 94?. " The princefle, holdiug/ 
downe her head, let fall wonderfull ftreames of teares downe 
her fl?ai«^ie cheekes." Todd. 
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But earely, ere the orarrow next gan reare 

Out of the fealatire Titans deawy face^ 

Up rofe the gentle Virgin from her fdaoe, 

And looked all about, if fhe might fpy 

Her loved Knight to move his manly pace : 

For fhe had great doubt of bis fafety, 

Since Jate ibe fiiw him fall before his efdmy. 

xxxiv. 

At laft (he faw, where he upftarted brave 
. Out of the Well wherein he drenched lay : , 
As eagle, frefti out of the ocean wave, 
Where he hath lefte his plumes all hory gray, 
And deckt himfelfe with fethers youthly gay, 
' Like eyas hauke up mounts unto the ikies, 
His newly-budded pineons to aflay. 
And marveiles at himfelfe, ftil ias he flies : 
So new this new-borne Knight to battell new 
^id rife. 

XXXV. 

Whom when the damned F^end fo fireih did fpy, 
No wonder if he wondred at the fight, 

XXXIV. 3. As eagle, frejh out of the ocean ware,] Se^ 
Tfal. ciii. 5. ** Thy youth is renewed like the eagle." The in- 
terpreters tell us, that every ten years the eagle ibars into the 
fiery region, from thence plunges himfelf into the fea, where, 
inolting his old feathers, he acquires new. ' To this opinion 
Spenfer viiibly alludes. Upton. 

XXXIV. 6, Like eyas haukel Unftedgedy from the old 
Englifh word ^, an egg*. So, in his Hymne of Heav. Lave^ 
t '' £re flitting Time could wag his e^(z^ wings/' Church^ 

XXXIV. p. So new this new-borne Knight to battell new did 
r^eJ] New-born, i. e. being as it were regenerated by baptifm 
in the well of life. Upton. 
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And doubted whether his late enimy 
It were, or other new fuppUed Knight. 
He now, to prov^ his late-renewed might. 
High brandifhing his bright deaw*burning 

blade, 
Uppn his crefted fcalp fo fore did fmite. 
That to the fcuU a yawning wound it made : 
The deadly dint his dulled fences all difmmd. 

xxxvi. 
I wote not, whether the revenging fteele 
Were hardned with that holy water dew 
Wherein he fell ; or fliarper edge did feelc j 
Or his baptized hands now greater grew ; 
Or other fecret vertue did enfew ; 
• Els never could the force of fleftily arme, 
Ne molten mettall, in his blooj embrew : 
For, till that ftownd, could never wight him 
harme 
By fubtilty, nor flight, nor might, nor mighty 
charme. 

XXXVII. 

The cruell wound enraged him fo fore. 



XXXV. 6. High brandifhing his bright deaw-buming blade^] 
In the next flanza he interprets it, ^' his blade was hardned and 
tempered with the holy water." The exprefljon deav)4ntming, 
mail be read with fome liberality of interpretation; 'twas 
burning bright with that holy dew in wliich it had been bap- • 
tized. Upton. 

XXXVI. 6. Els never &c.] This is a (lip of our poet't 
memory. See ftanzas 20 and 22. CuuRCU. 
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That loud he yelled for exceeding paine ; 
. As hundred ramping lions feemd to rore, 
Whom ravenous hunger did thereto con- 

ftraine. 
Then gan he tofle aloft his ftretched traine, 
And therewith fcourge the buxome aire fb 

fore, 
That to his force to yielden it was faine ; 
Ne ought his fturdy ftrokes might iland 
afore, 
That high trees overthrew, and rocks in peeces 
tore : 

xxxviii. 

The fame advauncing high above his head, 
With iharpe intended fting fo rude him fmott. 
That to the earth him drove, as ftricken dead; 
Ne living wight would have him life behott : 
The mortall fting his angry needle ftiott 



'J 



XXXVII. 2. he yelled] So the folio of iffop, 

and all the fubfequent editious, read. Spenfer's own editions 
read yelded. Compare Chaucer's Cant. T. 15395, edit. 
Tyrvi'hitt. 

" They yHleden as fends don in helle:" 
Whether this augmented preterperfedt might be formerly pro- 
nounced yeldetif and fo influence Spenfer to give yelded, I am 
unable to fay. The word in Chaucer, however, is corrupted 
by Urry, who reads y^//i«. Todd. 

XXXVII. 6. ' tk€~b\ixome aire] The biixom air^ 

that b,. the yielding mr^ is a common phrafe in our old poetry, 
t^lhivh obferved.on Ihf fame exprefiion, Far, L. B, ii. 842. 
Seealfo the note on buxome, F. Q. iii. ii. 23. Todd. 

XXXVIII. 2. — intended] Stretched out. Lat. 

^tendo. Church. 
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Quite through his ihield, and in his fhoulder 
feafd, 
•. Wbece fiift it ftiicke^ ne would thereout be 

gott: 
. The griefe thereof him wondrous fore diieafd, 
Ne mi^it his rancling paine with patience be 
appeafd. 

XXXIX. 

But yet, more mindful! of his honour deare 
Then of the grievous fmart which him did 

wring. 
From loathed foile he can h'un lightly reave, 
And ftrove to loofe the far infixed fting : 
Which when in vaine he tryde with ftrug- 

geling, 
Inflam'd with wrath, his raging blade he hefte, 
And ftrooke fo ftrongly, that the knotty ftring 
Of his huge taile he quite afonder clefte ; 
Five ioints thereof he hewd, and but the ftump 

him lefte. 

XL. 

Hart cannot thinke, what outrage and whajt 
cries. 
With fowle enfouldred fmoake andflafhing fire, 

XXXIX. 4. — fting:] In the fecond edi- 
tion /mg is brought up from the 7th line, and/ifig is carried 
down in the room of it. This blunder i« followed by the Iblios, 
end by Hnghes. See a like inftance, F.Q. iv. x. 23. Church. 

XL. 2. With fowle enfouldred finoake] The fenffe is, To- 
gether with fowle fmoake and ladling fire {enfouldred) Xkrovjn 
forth like thunder and lightning. Fr.fouidroyer. Chdrch. 



CANTO XI. THE FAERIE aUEENE. 175 

The keU-bred Beafttkrew forth unto the&ies, 
That all was covered with darknefle dire : 
llien fi^aught witii rancour, and engorged y re, 
He cafi at once him to avenge for all ; 
And, gathering up himfelfe out of the mire 
With his uneven wings, did fiercely fall 
Upon his funne-bright Ihield, and grypt it faft 
withalL 

XLI. 

Mach was the Man eoqombred with his hold, 
In feare to lofe his weapon in his paw, 
Ne wift yett, how his talaunts to unfold; 
Nor harder was frpm Cerberus greedy ia^w 
To plucke a bone, then from hi{5 cruell claw 

XL. 7. ■ out of the mire 

With his uneven tcingSf] All the editiona place ^ 
comma after ««>(?> and hone after wings ; which punctuation 
fpotls the fenfe. For '* uneven wings," fee ft. 20 ; ^bere one 
wing is &id to be wounded, and was therefore lefs Arong to 
fupport him. Church. 

XLI. 1. Much wat the Man^ Mco»i6r£«/] TheMan^ as in 
Virgil, JEJn. iv. 3. 

" Multa 'ciri virtus animo, &c.'' 
So, in F. Q. ii. \ii. 37- ^' And ugly iliapes did n^h the Man 
difmay." viz. Sir Guyon. So, in the beginning of Plato's Phadoy 
'o ANHP. viz. Socrates. And in Xenophon, Cyr, Anah, L. i. 'o l\ 
ANHP T«^XS /AW a|»o« f'O^fS at ff^^ viz. Cyrus. Uptpn» 

XLI. 4. Nor harder was from Cerberus greedie taw 

To plucke a hone, &c.] *Tis a proverbial expref- 
(ioD, intimating as a thing of the higheft hazard, to attempt to 
wreft the club out of the hand of Herculesj or to pluck a bone 
out of the greedy jaws of Cerberus: we (hould not therefore 
read, " Por harder was, &c." but " Nor harder was" — i. e. 
'twas ealier to pluck a bone^ &c. And this obvious reading is 
warranted by the fplips. Upton. 

Mr. Chiirch alfo .reads Nor. The editions of 1751 and 
1758 follow the quartos, For, Todd, 
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To reave by ftrength the griped gage away : 
Thrife he afiayd it from his foote to draw, 
And thrife in vaine to draw it did aflay ; 
It booted nought to thinke to robbe him of his 
pray. 

XLIL 

Tho, when he faw no power might prevaile. 
His trufty fword he cald to his laft aid. 
Wherewith he fierfly did his foe ailaile, 
And double blowes about him (Voutly laid, 
That glauncittg fire out of the yron plaid ; 
As fparckles from the andvile ufe to fly, 
When heavy hammers on the wedg are 

fwaidr 
Therewith at laft he forft him to unty . 

One of his grafping feete, him to defend 
thereby. 

XLIil. 

The other foote, faft fixed on bis ftiield, 

Whenas no ftrength nor ftroks mote him con- 

ftraine 
To loofe, ne yet the warlike pledg to yield ; 
He fmott thereat with all his might and 

maine. 
That nought fo wondrous puiflaunce might 

fuftaine: 
Upon the ioint the lucky fteele did light. 
And made fuch way, that hewd it quite in 

twaine; ; 
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The paw yett mified not bis miniftit inigbtf 
BdtJboQg lliU on the (hield, as it at firi^ Was 
pight. 

XLIV; 

r*or griefe thereof and divelidi defpighty 
From his infernall fournace fourth he threw 
Huge flamte;^ that dimraed all the hevehs 

Mght^ 
Earold in duikifti fmoke and bHmflorie bl^w: 
As burning Aetna from his bOyhng ftew 
Doth belch out &u:iies, and roekes in peaces 

brok^^ 

XLIIL ^4 — ^-^ ^— ^1* miniflit fhighty] His dimi- 

nijhed might. Minijhed is ufed in our tranilatioti of the Bible. 
See Exod. v. 19, Pfal. xii. 1. (Liturgy) " The faithful! are 
mnijhed from among the children of men :" .(Bib. Tr.) ** 'the 
faithfull fail &c." See alfo P/al, cvii* 39^ " Again tliey are 
nuttijhed/' in both tranflations. Todd. 

XLIV I 5* A^ burning Aetna from kii hoylingjttvi 

Doth belch out flames^ &c.] In the fame mati" 
ner Satan, the 6ld dragon^ in Taflb, is colnpared to /Etna, C. iv. 
8. Both thefe poets had Virgirs defcription in view, Mn. iii. 
571. . 

** — Sed horrificid juxta tonat iEtna ruinis^ 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad sethera nubem, 
Turbine fumarilem piceo & candente favilla j 
Attollitque globes Aammarum et fidera lambit : 
Interdum feopulos avolfaque vifcera montis 
" Erigit erudans, &c.'' 
The affeded nicety of Longinus feems difpleafed with thefe 
kind of exprelTionSy '^ belching out flames and ragged ribs of 
molten mountains, which heaven with horrour choke : — attol- 
litque globos Jtammarum et Jtdera lamlnt : fcopuloi (fvolfaque vif- 
cera montit erigit eruBons*' — ^npo< ttp»»oir llf^iry « Tpflry»K»> «^^ 
^aaTfoytf^Oy Longinus fed. iii. But neither Spenfer nor Milton 
feem touch to have hearkened to Longinus ; See Par. Lx^i B. 
i. 670. 
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And ragged ribs of mount^ines iiK^ten new, 

' Enwrapt in coleblaeke cloM^ds and filthy 

fmoke, 

That al the land with flench, and heven with 
• • • ■ ' 

horror, choke. 

XLV. 

The heate whereof^ and Iiarmefoll peftileBce, 
So fore him noyd, that forft him to retire 
A little backe ward for his befl defence^ • 
To fkve his body from the feorching fire, 
Which he from helliih. ^entrailes did expire. 
It chaunfl, (Eternall God that diaunce did 

guide,) 
As he recoiled backe ward, in the mire 



" There flood a hill not far, whofe g^efly top 
** Belched fire and rowling fmoke." Upton. 
Spenfer and Milton had been anthohied by Pbaei:, in his 
tranflation of the befave cited paiTage of Virgil, ed. 1558. 
■Sign*. H. iij. 

'' Sometyme, the rockes and mouatains^deepaeBtxmyles^ 

afonder brail, 
" It 6tf/cAwig bolkyth out — " Todd. 
XLIV. ^ That al the land 'mkhfienth^ &c.] Compare 
flanza the thirteenth of this canto. And fee Boccacio^s Laber' 
into d* Amove: *^ Che ti diro adunque pv^ aiuoiti del borgo di 
mal pertnggio po<k) tra due rileuati monli ? del quale alcuna 
volta quandocon tuoni grandilQifni, e qu^todo fenza nonaltri- 
menti, che di Mongibello Jpira vn fumo JmtfHr€9 fi fetidb^ efi 
fpiaceuole, che tvtta la contrada d* atto/ma appuzza,*' Todd. 

XLV. 2. ' noyd,] Annoyed^ injured. Thus^ inthe 

Hifi, of Sir Clyomon, 1599. Sign. G. i.b. " He fhall fuftaine no 
noy*' And in Beois of Hampton : 

** In many waies he would him noyJ^ 
See alfo F. Q. i. x. 24. Todd. 

XLV. 5. fVhkhbefromheliiJhenfraH€sdidexpire,\ Which 
he (the dragon) did breath forth, Lat. aipiro, Churciu 
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His nigh forwearied feeble feet did Aide, 
And dcrwne h6 fell, with dread of fhame fore 
tei*rifidfe. 

XLVI. 

Tliere grew a goodly Tree him faire befide, 
LoadenAvith fruit ^rid apples rofj redd, 
•Ai tAey itt pure vermilion had been dide, 
Whereof great vertues over all were redd : 
For happy life to all which thereon fedd. 
And life eke everlafting did befall : 

' Great God it planted in that blefled ftedd 
With his Almighty hand, and did it call 

The Tree of Life, the crime of our firft Fathers 
fell 



' XLVI: 1. There grew u goodly Tree"] See Rev. ii. 7» and 
xxii. 2. As Spenfer keeps nearly to Scripture, and preferves 
all along his allegory : fo.liKewife) as far forth as his fubjed 
allows, he Jofes hot fight altogether of the legendary Hi^ory 
of St. Georse ; of ^hom 'tis related that the Dragon aifaulted 
odr Kdight K> furioctfly, that both man and horfe came to the 
ground fore btuifed. — ^That it happened a tree grew near the 
place, where the fight wias, of fuch precious virtue, that no 
venomoufi ^s^rm' dorit apjsroath its branches. — ^That under this 
tree, and with its goodly fruit our hero refrefhed himfelf 
awhile, and then returned more vigorous to the battle. 

Uptok. 

XLVI. 9* the crime] Why does he call the 

Tree of Life, " the crime of our firft Fathers fall ?'' Jortik« 

By a kind of metonymy, that is applied to the Tree of Life 
0^^ belongs to Man; and it means that Tree^ which was made 
erimmal for us to prefume to reach ; which was prohibited to 
us, through the crtme o/*^iftf;»». Uptott. 

Crime here is not to be underftood for fault ; but fignifies, 
as the Latin word crimen does, reproach. And fo I- think 
Spenfer ufes it, F. Q. i. vi. 13, ii. vii. 45, and again, vi. ix. 46. 
" Without crime or blameful blot :" Where he means fo fay, 

N 2 
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XLVII. 

In all the world like was not to be fownd. 
Save in that foile, where all good things did 

grow, 
And freely fprong out of the fruitfull grownd. 
As incorrupted Nature did them fow. 
Till that dredd Dragon all did overthrow. 
Another like faire Tree eke grew thereby;. 
Whereof whofo did eat, eftfoones did knqw 
Both good and ill : O mournfuU memory ! 

That Tree through one Mans fault hath doen 
us all to dy ! 

XLVIII. ^ 

From that firft Tree forth flowd, as from a well, 
A trickling ftreame of balme, moft foveraine 
And dainty deare, which on the ground ftill 

fell, 
And overflowed all the fertile plaine, 

the behaviour of Calidore was irreproachable. Milton to0, if I 
miftake not, ufes crime for reproach, in Par, L, B. ix. 1 X 80. 

— ' — : — r " but I rue 

'* That errour now, which is become my crimen 
.. " And thou the accufer — " i 

Eve had juil before reproached Adam for giving her leave to 
go. from him. And again, B. x. 125. " Either to undergo 
inyfelf the total crin/ie 6cc.** So that the words, The Tree of 
LifCf the crime, &c. have a very (igniAcant meaning. The 
Tree of Life, (of which our firft Fatlier, had lie continued 
innocent, might have eaten, and lived,) was a reproach to hiin» 
^at is, might be faid to reproach him for eating of the forbidden 
Tree of Knowledge, which proved fatal to hira. Gh u rch. 

XLVil. 9. That Tree, through one Mans fault &c.] Here 
he tells us, that the IVee of Knowledge occaiioned the Fall of 
Man ;: in the preceding ilanza, he had afhr^ied the fame of the 
^Treeiofliife. T. \Vaeto>i. 
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As it had deawed bene with timely raine : 

Life and long health that gracious ointment 

gave; ^ 
And deadly wounds could heale ; and reare 

againe 
The fencelefle corfe appointed for tjie grave : 
Into that fame he fell, which did from death 

him fave. 

XLIX. 

J'or nigh thereto the ever-damned Bead 
Durft hot approch, for he was deadly made, 
And al that life preferved did deteft ; 
Yet he it oft adventured to invade. 
By this the drouping Day-light gan to fade. 
And yield his rowme to fad fucceeditig Night, 
Who with her fable mantle gan to fhade 
The face of earth and wayes of living wigh^ 

And high her burning torch fet up in heaven 
bright. 

When gentle Una faw the fecond fall 
Of her deare Knight, who, weary of long fight 
And faint through lofle of blood, moov'd not 

at all, 
But l^jy as in a dreame of deepe delight, 
Befnjeard with pretious balme, whofe ver- 

tuous might 

XLIX. 2. For he was deadly made,] Made for death, belU 
wd^ei^ru^lion; not for life, heayen, i^id happ'mefs. yvTox* 

n3 
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Bid he9;Ie iiis woundiesi skod icorcbing beat 

Againe ftie ftricken was with fore affright, 
And for bi^ fafetie gan d^voi^tly^ pray, 
And watch the noyous night, and wait for 
joy oils day. 

The ioyous day gan early to appe?|,re ; 
And fayre Aurora from the deawy bed 
Of aged Tithone gan herfelfe to reare 
With rofy cheekes, for (hame as bluftiing red : 
Her golden locks, for haft, were loofely ihed 
About her eares, when Una her did marke 
Clymbe to her charet, alj with flowers fpred. 
From heven high to chace the cheareleiTe 

darke ; 
With mery note her lowd falutes the mounting 

larke. ; 



LI. 8. F:rom heoen high to chace the cheareleffe darke; 

With m^ry note her Iq^fylutea t^emo^i^mg, fafXre.T 
This pidlurqfque and beautiful couplet had been read with 
much attention by Milton. Accordingly, in his delickiuesr^J^e- 

frOf the cock (the meflenger of mprn) ** fcat^r? tiie rei^r of 
arkneis thin/* or, in Spenfer's words, chaces the chearetefie 
darke ; and the lark " in fpite of forrow," that is,, tuith mery 
jiote^ falutes the early^rifing poet. Drayton has thus prettily 
introduced the bird in his Shepkeards Garland^ ed. 1593, p. 69* 
'* The w^iilling lari^e, ymoan);f4 o& hior wii9g6» 
" To the gray morrow her good morrow fmgs," Todd. 
LI, 9' With mery note] In this ibi^fe, merry is ufed by 
our tranflators of the Bible, James v, 13. '* Is any among you 
affli^t^d f Let liim pray. Is any Meirry f Let him fing pMms." 
Where merry is oppo£nt tp (||liSe4« Cu.uaqu. 
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LIL . 

Then frefhly up arofe the doughty Knight, 
AU b^aled of his hurts aad woundes wide. 
And ^d hiq^felfe to battaile ready dight ; 
Whofe early Foe awaiting him befide 
To have devourd, fo foone as day he ipyde, 
When no\y he faw himfelfe fo frefhly reare. 
As if late fight had nought him damnifyde. 
He woxe difmaid, and gan his fate to feare ; 

Nathlefle with wonted rage he him advaunced 
n^are; 

LIII. 

And in his firft encounter, gaping wyde. 
He thought attonce him to have fwallowd 

quight. 
And ruftit upon him with outragious pryde ; 
Who him rencounting fierce, as hauke in 

flight. 
Perforce rebutted back : The weapon brighti 
Taking advantage of his open law. 



Chancer has applied mery to herh^ as (ignifying pleafanty 
Cant. T. 14^72. edit.'Tyrwhitt. The expreffion merry note was 
probably commofi, as it is ufed^ in Amiens's ibng, i|i As ym 
like it: 

" Under the greenwood tr^ee, 
** Who loves to lie with aie, . 
" And tune his ftunry note s 

*' U©to tte fweet bird's throat—'' Todd. 
LIII. 2. He thought attonee him to fme fwallowd] Thus 
the wiaged ferpent; in the Black Caftle, attacks. St. Geo|ge» 
^* pretending to have iwallowed whole this courageous war* 
nour, (cc" Seten Chmnpkniff B. i. C. 1. T. \i^wiQ^. 

N 4 
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Ran through his mouth with fo inip6rtunQ 

might, 
That deepe emperft his darkfom hollow maw, 
4nd, back retyrd; his life {^lood forth withall 

did draw, 

uv. 

80 downe he fell, and forth his life did breath. 
That vanilht into fnioke and cloudes fwift ; 
So downe be fejl, that th' earth him aqdef^ 

neath 
Did grone, as feeble iq great load to lift j 
So dpwne \}e fell^ as ai:^ huge rocky qljftjj 

LIII. 9« Attd, back rctyr'd,] And, when dt^awn out hack 
again. Fr. retircr, Churc)|. 

LIV. 1. So downe fie. fell, SccJ^ *' So dpwne be fell,"- — is 
four tiipes repeated th^t the dreadful image might be fixed in 
the readers mind ; .and not o|:ily jfor this veiry gc>od reafon, but 
likewise becaufe the fame kind of repetition is made at the fall 
of Babylon, of which this dragon is a type. Rev. xiv. 8. 
*.i Babylop is falletiy is falfen." ^ee too J/ai, xxi. 9. ]V}i}ton, 
Jn his Recount of the metamorphofis of the infernal ipirits into 
ferpents, repeats thrice (He fame vror4, Per. jLo/I, ]p. x. 540. 
— ' " down their arms, 

f< J)oxptt ffl\ both fpear and (hield ^ do^n they as fail." 

Upton. 

This paflage of Spenfer is not^ perhaps, without obligatiott 
to Holy Writ. Compare the triumphant Song of Deborah and 
Barak, Judges v. 26, 27. ** She fmote Sifera — At her feet he 
^wed, hefpllf he lay down; at her feet he bowed, he Jell-^ 
^here he bowed, there he fell down dead** Todd. 

|jIV. 2. That vanijht into fmoke ic] W^e meet with the 
fame eircumftaiice in Hawes"^ ^^^ ^ Vleafure, put it is 
iifual in roipaiice. ^^ tVARTOWj V 

LI V . 5. — ' ■ ' ' ■ * as an huge rocky cJ^ft^ kc,"] This fimile 
originally belongs to Homer ; but alnioft all the poets hav^ 
^qaitated it^ with additions^ or alteratipnS;^ as tlieir fubje^ x^% 



^Vliofe falfe foundacioq waves have wa(ht 

away, 
With dreadfiill poyfe b from the mayneland 

rift. 
And, rolling downe^ great Neptune doth dif- 

may: 
So downe he fell, and like an heaped moun* 

taine lay. 

LV. 

The Knight himfelfe even trembled at his fall. 
So huge and horrible a maffe it feemd ; 
-And his deare Lady, that beheld it all, 
Durft not approch for dread whiqh Ihe mif-t 

deemd ; 
But yet at laft, whenas the direfuU Feend 
She faw pot ttirre, off-rfhaking vaine affright 
She nigher drew^ and faw that ioyous end : 
Then God ftie prayfd, and thankt her faith<« 

full I^riight, 
That had atchievde fo great a conqueft by hi* 

pnight. 

s , 

quired. Our poet fays, ^^ With dreadful! poyfc,* that is, force 
prtceight^ None of the editions rejid pi^hy as Homer, Virgil, 
*nd Milton, in their fimilitude, exprefs it. See Homer, II, /, 
137, Virg. JSfi, xii. 6*85, Milton, Par. L. B. vi. 195. Upton. 
LV. 4. — ! — ^ — for dread which fie mifdeemd ;] That is, 
ihe durft not approach, through fear, which fhe misconceived, 
^a^ the Kti^ght }iad been opprefled by the fall of the Dragon, 
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CANTO XII. 

Fi^re Una ta the Redcroffe Knight 

Betrouthed is with toy : . . 

Though fal/eDueJii, it to barre^ 
Herfalfejleightes doe imploy, 

>«. 
I. 
BEHOLD I fee the haven nigh at band. 

To which I meane my wearie courfe to bend ; 
y ere the maine {hete, and beare up with the 

land, 
The which afqre is fayrly to be kend. 
And feemeth fafe from ftorms that may offead : 
There this fayre Virgin wearie of her way 
Muft landed bee, now at her iourneyes end ; 
There eke my feeble barke a while may ftay, 
'J'ill me|fy wynd and weather call her thence 

away. 

11. ' ' ' ' 

Scarfely l^ad Phoebus in the glooming fall 
Yett harnefled his fyrie-footed teeme, 

I. 9* Till mery wifnd] See the notes on menff C. x. ft. ^1. 

Todd. 

II. 2. his fyrie-footed teetne^] Thi» epithei 

Ovic} gives to the horfes of the Sun, Met, ii. 392. 

" ignipedum vires expertus equorum." 

And Statius calls Phoebus, " ignipedum frenator equorum,'' 
Theb, i. 27. Upton. 
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Ne reaid above the earl^ bis ^ionmg creafl ; 

When th^ hik deadly fmoke aloft did fteeme. 

That figne of kft outbreathed life did ieeme 

Unto the watchman on the d^ftle-wall, 

W|io thfi^d^y de^ that bdi^all Befift did 

deeme^ 

And to im liOcd and Lady loiwd gan call, 

To tell how he had feene itbe Dragons fataU &1U 

ni. 

Uprofe with hafty ioy, and feeble fpeed, 

That ag^d fyre, the liord of all thai land, . 

And looked forth, to weet if trew indeed 

Thoie tyding^ ivere, ds he did underftand : 

Which whenas i:rew by tryall he out fond, 

; He badd <o openwyde his brafefi gate, 

iW faich long time had beene ihut, Bxid out of 

bond 

Proclaymed ioy and peace through all his 

flate; 

For dead now was their J*oe, which them for- 

ray^d late. 

-''••' ^-' ■ \' 

Then gan triu;q[iphant trompets fownd on bye, 

That fent to heven the ecchoed report 

Spenier had before emplo7e<i the epith^ in bis Siq^. Co/; 
July, ver. IS. 

*' And now the fun hath teafcd up 

" His FIERY-F0PTBD^«»€/' 

l^)ak(jpeare probably boirowed it firom l^nfer ; for thus Juliet 
&p, in Horn, and Jul. 

- *' CaUop apacci yejkryrfo^td iieeds V TaD Q. 



188 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK U^ 

Of their new ioy, and happie vi6boi7 
Cfainft him, that hvid them long oppreft with 

tort. 
And faft imprifoned in fieged fort 
Then all the people, as in iol^mne feaft. 
To him aflembled with one full conf6rt, 
Reiojcing at the fall of that great Beaft, 
JProm whofe ^ternall bondage now they were 

releaftf 

V. 

Porth came that ^uncient Lord, and aged Queene, 
Arayd in dnticjue robes downe to thegrownd. 
And fad habiliments right well befeene : 
A noble crew about them waited rownd 
Of fage and fober peres, all gravely gownd ; 
Whom f^r before did march a goodly band 

IV. 4, -^ -r — '. -^ — tort,} Injury, Fr, Church. 

IV. Q, From whofe eternall bondage &c.] See Rev, xiv. 10, 
and XX. 10. The conflrudlion and meaning, however, may be. 
From whofe bondage they were now eternally releafed : EtemaU 
for eternally. So Dante, Infem, C. iii. 

" Dinanzi a me non fur cofe create, 

'' Se non eterne, ed lo ctemo duro," Todd, 

V. 3. And f Ad habiliments] Again, in the twenty fecond ftanza, 
"fad wimple.'' See the. note on the application of fad to 
drefs, Ff Q. i. x. 7. Todd. 

V. 5. alt gravely gownd ;] Gowned was a 

common word in Spenfer's time. See Barret's Did. 1580, V. 
f < Gott^ie J : that weareth a gowne. Togatus,*' Shakipeare has 
chofen toged to exprefs the fame thing, OtJieU, A. i. S. i. 
'* The toged confuls." Todd. 

V. 6, — a goodly band ' 

Of tall young men,] It is remarkable that this paf- 
fage (hould have efcaped the notice of Mr. Warton, when he 
pointed out feveral poetical allofii^ns to the band of fi^m- 
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Of tall young men, all hable arfaies fo fowtad. 
But now they laurell braunches bore in hand ; 

Glad figne of vi6lory and peace in all their land. 

VI. 

Unto that doughtie Conquerour they came, 



SIGNERS in his note on Milton's 11. Pen/, ver* 9; efpecially, 
is in one of his illuflrations,, the employment of fiich officers 
under the Fabry Queen is not overlooked. See the Midf, 
N, Dr, A. ii. S. i. 

" The cowflips tall her pen/ioners be." 
This, fays Mr. Warton, " was in confequence of Queen Elifa- 
beth's fafhionable eftabliihment of a b^nd of military courtiers 
by that name. They were fome of the handfomeil and tailed 
young men, of the befl families and fortunes, that could be 
found." Todd. 

V. 7. all hable armes to fownd,] It feems 

at firil fight to mean, aU able to found to arms^ 

" iEre ciere viros, Martemque accendere cantu." 
But thou^ the words, at firfl view, feem to claim this inter- 
pretation, yet it has little or no fenfe here ; for the poet (hould 
have faid, that there marched a band of yowig men^ all able to 
hear arms, but now they bore laurel branches : and this fenfe we 
may arrive at with the- words, as they now Hand, by inter- 
preting, — "all hable arms . to found y' all able j^o make trial 
of war and arms ; " arma explorare/' to found, as it were, the 
depth of "war. The metaplior may be bold, but the reader is 
to confider what fetters our poet has put on, and that rhyines 
muft be found out at any rate : and as explorare figniAes botH 
^ found, and to try, efjay or prove: fo he may be allowed to 
ufe to found, for to make a trial of or ejay. Upton. 

Perhaps this rhyme upon compulAon (as Mr. Upton confiders 
it) may ajfford another meaning. Thefe young men, though 
now clad in weeds of peace, were all fit for the bufinefs of 
war, if their fervices fhould be required ; that is, poetically, 
and with allufion to ancient cuftom, were, as Spenfer himfelf 

Redoubted battaile ready to darrayne. 

And clafh their Jhields — " 
Or, as Milton exprefles it, Par, L. B. i. 668, " with grafped 
arms to clafh — on their sou n ding Jhields — the din of war," 

Todd. 



it 
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A nd, hftn befow th^mfel vefs proftr4tiitg bw^ 
Their Lord and Patrotie loud did him pro- 

cktme, 
And at his feet their lawrell boughes did 

throw. 
Soone after them, all dauncing on a row, 
The comely virgins came, with girlands dight, 
• As frefti as flowres in medo w greene dbe grow, 
When morning deaw upon their leaves doth 

And in their handes fweet timbrells all upheld 
on hight. 

- VII. 

And, them before, the fry of children yong 
Their wanton fportes and childifh iiiirth did 

play. 
And to the liiaydens fownding tymbrels fong 
In well attuned notes a ioyoiis lay. 
And made deligbtfuU iqufick all the way, 
Untill they came, where that faire Virgin 

flood: 



VI. 2. Andy im before &jc.] And profiratipg themrelves 
low before hini. Church. 

VI. 8. -— ddthligy;] All the editions 

place a cdlon after ligbV £^ have no parenthefis. Church. 

VII. 3. And to the may dens fownding tymhrels fong ^c.} 
The conflrudioB 19^ Arid did fing in well attuned notes to the 
founding tymbrels of the maydens. The fecond edition reads, 

Jimg; but this is not accordiiig to Spenfer's .manner of fpelUng; 
which "he makjes agree with the correfponding rhyme. 

Upton. 
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Asf foyre Diana in firefti fommers day 
BehcAdes her nymj^es enrfiwig'd m ihidy 

Same wraftle, fome do ran^ fame bathe in 
chri flail flood ; 

vni. 

So fhe beheld thofe mavdens meriment 

With cjH)!afeftill,vew; who, when to her they 

came, 
Themfelves to ground with gracious humblefTe 

bent, 
And her adorM by honorable name, 
Lifting to heven her everlafting feme : 
Then on her head they fett a girlond greene. 
And crowned her twixt earnefl and twixt game : 
Who, in her felf-refemblance well befeene, 
!Did feeme, fuch as £he was^ a goodly Maiden 

Queene. 

PX. 

And after all the rafkall many ran. 
Heaped together in rude rablement, 



VII L 3. humblefle] H^milky: See 

die note, F. Q. i. ili. S6. AihI fee ft. 25 of thrs eante. ToDm 
IX. 1. And after all the rifkeli many] The rMfeoHh/yi* 
tefMit. Ga\L racaille. Chaueer^ Traih and Crrf. 1852* 

" Of Jove, Apollo, Mars, and fach r«^«ifc:" ^ 
That is, fuch a mob of deities. The mob here adniite the 
Knight, a9 frnm^hemo^i fent^ «« 8p«Md*» xat^^Sc^, and gaze iipoii 
him with gi^tiitg: wonderment : Virg. Mn. vii. 812^ 

'^ Illam omnk te^s agrifque eil^fe. juveiitus - 

'' Turbaque fmVa<»r matrum, et profpe^t ^uutemi 

*^ Attonitis inkians animis." Upton. 
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To fee the fitce of thsit yi6^orioiis Man, 

.-, When all admired a^ from heavea fexit^ 

And gaz*d upon with gaping wpadennent. 

, But when thfey came where that dead Dragoit 

lay, 

Stretcht on the ground in monftrous large 

extent, 

The fight with ydle feare did them difmay, 

Ne durft apprpch him nigh, to touchy or once 

aflay, 

X. 

Some feard, and fledd ; ibme feard, eod >^U it 

&iynd; . . ; 

IX. 9. Ke durfi approch htm nigh,] An elleipfis. Ne durft 
fi^f^f approach him nigh. T. VVarton. 

X. X. Samefsard^ &c*] The mob gathering arouncVthe 
dead Dragon, and difcourfing of him, is humoroufly defcribed, 
and may be compared with Homer, IL ^ • 370^ where tlie 
many thus crowd with admiration around the body of Hedor, 
and difcourfe of him when dead ; or with Virgil, Mh, viii. 26*5, 
where the moniter Cacus is defcribed killed by Hercules. 
Ovid, fpeakiug of the Caledonian boar when killed, fays, almod 
in Spenfer's words, ne durft they approach him wigh, or djjay 
once to touch him, , Met. viii. 48^. , . 

" Immanemque ferum, multa tellure jacentem, 
*' Mirantes fpedant; neque adhuc contingere tutum 
" Effe p»tant." 
Compare F. Q. iv. vii. 32. If any fliould diilikfi thefe ftanzad, 
he ihould in judice to our poet fuppofe* that he intended 
them as a kind of relief, and by way of oppofitiony to 
thofe terrible images which he defcribes in the Ivcing Dragon. 
AtiA this mixture of the dreadful and the comick, the ferioiis 
jipd the ridiculous, is much after tlie manner of Shakfpeare^ 
whbfe genius feems in many refpe^ to refemble Spenfer's. 
In Moc^eM particularly, you have a comick fcene introduced, 
as a kind (^ relief, juA after the horrid murder of the king. 

L'PTON. 



CAKTO XII. THE FAERIE dUEENE* IQS 

One, that would wifer feeme then all the reft, 
Warnd him not touch, for yet perhaps remaynd 
Some lingring hfe within his hollow brelt. 
Or in his wombe might lurke fome hidden tieft 
Of many dragortettesj his fruitfull feede ; 
Another faide, that in his eyes did reft 
Yet fparckling fyre, and badd thereof take 
heed ; 
Another faid, he faw him move his eyes indeed* 

XL 

One mother^ whenas her foolehardy chyld 
Did come too neare, and with his talants play^ 
Halfedead through feare,herlitlebaberevyld, 
And to her goffibs gan in counfell fay ; 
" How can I tell, but that his talants may 
Yet fcratch my fonne, or rend his tender 

hand?" 
So diverfly themfelves in vaine they fray ; 
Whiles fome more bold to meafure him nigh 

(land, 
To prove how many acres he did fpred of land. 

XI. 4. goflibs] Comperes, her friends. See Ray's 

North country words^ iu neme and eame. So, in Mother Hvb- 
^rdiTale: 

" Neighbour ape, and my gojfip eke befide." 
Another ufe of the word is thus explained by Verftegan, p. 2123. 
'* Our Chriftian- anceftors, underilanding a fpi ritual affinity to 
grow between the parents, and fuch as undertook e for the 
cHild at Baptifme, called each other by the name of Goif/H^ 
which is as much as to fay, tliat they were/6 together, that ill 
({f km together through God. And the child, in like manner, 
called fuch his God-fathers, or God-mothers/' Church. 

VOL. III. Q 
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xir. 
Thus flocked all the folke him rownd about ; 
The whiles that hoarie King, with all his 

traine. 
Being arrived where that Champion flout 
After his Foes defeafaunce did remaine. 
Him goodly greetes, and fayre does enter- 

tayne 
With princely gifts of yvory and gold. 
And thoufand thankes him yeeldes for all his 

paine. 
Then when his Daughterdearehedoes behold, 
Hej dearely doth imbrace, and kifleth manifold. 

XIII. 

And after to his pallace he them bringes, 
With fliaumes, and trompets, and with clarions 

fweet; 
And all the way the ioyous people finges^ 
And with their garments ftrowes the paved 

ftreet; 
Whence mounting up, they fynd purveyaunce 

meet 
Of all, that royall princes court became ; 
And all the floore was underneath their feet 

XII. 6. gifts of yvory and gold,} Such prefents 

as we read of in ancient authors : for our poet is all antique. 
S^e Virg. ^n, iii. 464. " Doff a dehiuc auro gravia, fedoquie 
elephantoy kc." Upton. 

XIII. 4. And with their garments Jtrowes the paved Jtreet ;] 
In aHufioh to Matt, xxi, 8, Luke^ xix. 36. XJfiQis. 
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Befpredd with coftly fcarloft of great name^ 
On which they lowly fitt, and fitting purpofe 
frame. 

XIV. 

What needes me tell their feaft and goodly guize, 
In which was nothing riotous nor vaine ? 
What needes of dainty diihes to devize. 
Of comely fervices, or courtly trayne ? 



X III. 8 . -■ — ^- — ■ fcarlott of great name,] Of great 

celebrity. Mr. Upton refers to Horat. L. iii. Od. 9. ** Mtdti 
Lydia nominis,*' But the phrafe feems to be, originally, Gre- 
cian. SeciElian, V. H. II. 13. nOAT yao ;» t5 r«xp«Te*- ONOMA. 
Hence the adjedive, tiroT^vuvvfM^. Todd. 

XIII. 9. and Jit ting purpofe frame, "] That is, 

their converfation was fuitable to the occalion of their meeting. 
See the note on purpofe, F. Q. i. ii. 30. Church. 

XIV. 1. fFkat needes me tell their feq/i6cc,] Compare the 
defcription of Florimel's wedding, F. Q. v. iii. 3. After this 
iudired, but comprehend ve, manner, Chaucer expreffes th« 
pomp of Cambufcan's feail, Squ. Tale, v. 83. 

" Of which fhi'.ll I tell all the array, 

" Then would it occupie a fommer^s day ; 

*^ And eke it needeth not to devife 

*^ At every courfe the order of fervice. 

** I yvo\ not tellen as now, of her (Irange fewes, 

" Ne of her fwans, ne of her heron fewes. 

" Eke in that land, as tellen knights 'old, 
V " There is fome meat that is full dainty hold, 

" That in this lond men retch of it but fmall ; 

" There is no man that may reporten all." 
Thus alfo, when Lady Cudance is married to the Sowdan of 
Surrie, or Syria, Man of Lawes T, 704. 

" What fhuld I tellen of the rialte 

"Of. that wedding ? or which courfe goth befom? 
. " Who bloweth in a trompe, or in a home ?" 
In thefe paOages it is. very evident, that Chaucer intended sl 
burlefque upon the tedious and elaborate defcriptions of fuch 
unimportant circumfiaQces, fo frequent in books q( chivalry. 

T» WA^TOJf. 
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My narrow leaves cannot in thera contayne 
The large difcourfe of roiall princes ftate. 
Yet was their manner then but bare and 

^layne ; 
For th' Antique world exceffe and pryde did 

hate: 
Such proud luxurious pompe is fwoUen up but 

late. 

XV. 

Then, when with meates and drinkes of every 
kinde 
Their fervent appetites they quenched had, 
That auncient Lord gan fit occation finde. 
Of ftraunge adventures, and of perils fad 
Which in his travell him befallen had. 
For to demaund of his renowmed gueft : 
Who then with utt'rance grave, and coun- 
tenance fad. 
From poy nt to poy nt, as is before expreft, 
Difcourft his voyage long, according his re- 
queft. 

XV. 1. Then^ when with meates and drinkes of every kinde 

Their fervent appetites they quenched had^j See alfo 
F. Q. iii. i. 52. There is a verfe of like fenfe in old Homer 
often repeated, which fhowes him no enemy to cheerful enter- 
tainments, and 'tis tranllated by Virgil, Taflb, Spenfer, Mil- 
ton, ^C. Avra^ liru aro0'»o« x^ t^vftvoq i{ cjpoy fvro, //. i. 92* See 

IL a, 467, C 432, i. 325, and other pafla^es. And Virgil, 
Mn. viii. 184, Taffo, C. xi. 17, and Milton, Far. L. B. v. 451. 

Upton. 

XV. 9. according his rtquejt.] That is, 

granting his requeft, Todd. 
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XVI, 

Great pleafure, mixt with pittiful regard. 
That godly King and Queene did pailionate, 
Whyles they his pittiful! adventures heard ; 
That oft tiiey did lament his lucklefle ilate. 
And often blame the too imp6rtune fate 
Thatheapd on him fo many wrathfuU wreakes; 
(For never gentle Knight, as he of late. 
So tofJed was in fortunes cruell freakes;) 

And all the while fait teares bedeawd the hearers 

cheaks* 

XVII, 

Thea fayd that royaU pere in fober wife ; 
" Deare fonne, great beene the evils which 

ye bore 
From firfl to lafl in your late enterprife. 
That I no'te, whether praife or pitty more : 
For never living man, I weene, fo fore 
In fea of deadly daungers was diflrefl : 



% 

XVI. 2. did paiTionate.] Tbat is, did 

exprefi wiik affedion. The French, aud Italians, have paj/hmer^ 
pajfionare : and I find it in a play attributed to ShakFpeare, 
named Titus Androniau : 

" Thy neice and I (poor creatures) want our hands, ^ 

'^ And cannot paJJionaU our tenfold grief 

« With folded arms :" 
That is, exprefs withpqffion. Uptok. 

XVI. 5. AfUL often blame the too imp6rtune fate] The cruell 
/ate. See Ovid, Met. x. 6*34. 

'' Nee mihi conjugiumyb^a importuna negarent.'^ 
Speufer feems here to have had his eye on the introdudlion to 
the iEneid. Upton. 

XVII. 6. In fea of deadly daungers &c.] Some expreflions 
jn this (tanza are tranflated from the learned languages, as /ca 

o3 



But fiijce ijow fafe ye feifed have the ftiore. 
And well arrived are, (High God be bleft !) 
Let us devize of (Safe and everlafting reft/* 

XVIII. 

^* Ah deareft Jx)rd/' &id then that doughty 
Knight, 
** Of eafe or reft I may not yet device ; 
For by the f^ith, which I to armes have plight, 
I bowhden am ftreight after this emprize, 
As that your Pajighter can ye wejl advi^, \ 
Backe to retourne to that greatJF^ry Queene, 
And her to ferve fixie yeares in warlike wize, 
Gainft that proud Paynim King that works 
her teene : 
Therefore I ought crave pardon, till I there 
have beene/' 

,XJX« ' 

^* Unhappy falls that hard peceffity/^ 

Quoth he, ^* the troubler of njy happy peace^ 

And vowed foe of my felicity ; 

Ne I ^gaiijft the fajue can juftly preace* 

tf ^aungtrsy n^i^uf Kanwvy Eurip. Med. 362 ; and yefdjed kms^ 
fkejhpre^ as in Hor. L. i. Od; 14* *^ qccypare partum/' 

Uptok. 
^fo expreffions are more common in ancient Englifti poetry, 
tban the fea of dangers, or of /vrrom, or of joy j or of pafflon ; 
tbe XBatts of delight , and the waves of care &c. Todd. 

XVIIL 8. Acr teene :] Vexationy or 

grief. So, in Sir Bevis of Hampton : 
, . " When Sir Bevis faw the blood, 
" For ire and teene be waxed wpod." 
And, in Fairfax, B. iii. 4^.^ 

*< The anghe Pagan bit his lips for few.'^ Tops* ' 
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But fince that band ye cannot now releafe, 

Nor doen undo, (for vowes may not be vayne,) 

Soone as the terme of thofe fix yeares (hall 

ceafe, 

Ye then fhall hether backe retoume agayne. 

The marriage to accompUfh vowd betwixt you 

twayn: 

XX. - 

" Which, for my part, I covet to performe, 
In fort as through the world I did proclame, 
That whofo kild that Monfter moft deforme, • 
And him in hardy battayle overcame. 
Should have mine onely Daughter to his 

Dame, 
And of my kingdome heyre apparaunt bee : _ 
Therefore fince now to thee pertey nes the fame, 
By dew defert of noble chevalree. 

Both Daughter iand eke Kingdome lo ! I yield 
to thee/^ 

XXI. 

Then forth he called that his Daughter fay re, . 
The fairefl: Un^ his onely Daughter deare, 
His onely Daughter and his onely hay re ; 
Who forth proceeding with fad fober cheare, 

XXI. 4. proceeding] So all the editions. I 

would read proceeded^ and place a full point after cheare. 

ClIUflCH. 

I prefer Speufer's own pointing, as it connects proceeding 
with the morning in the n#xt line. Compare Sol, Songy ^i. 10. 
** Who is fhe that lookdh forth as the morning ? Quae eft q%i» 
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As bright as doth the morning ftarre a[^)eare 
Out of the eail, Mrith flaming lockes bedight. 
To tell that dawningday is drawing neare. 
And to the world does bring long-wiftied light : 
So faire and frefli that Lady (bewd herfelfe in 
fight: 

XXII. 

So faire and freib, as freiheft flowre in May; 
For (be b^ hyd her mourn^full ftole a^de, 

prpgredJtvr k^** a3 the old Latin traoflatioii reads ; <^ qu» 
Videtyr, - quae videndam ft prabet,** as R. Stephens amends and 
explains it. Compare alfo Theocritus, Idyfl. xviii. 26. 

^A£ xai k ^fvcix 'fJiiveg ht^awr it, r. K ToDD. 

Ibid. with fad fober cheare,] With 

^rflve and modeji countenance. See the notes on fa4 and chferCj 
r. Q. i. i. 2. Sober was a term defcriptive of female grace. 
Thus, in ih^Chron, Bifi. ofK, Letr^ l$05, Cordelia i? defcrihed; 

'. " She IS fo nice, and fo demure, 

" So./«6er, courteous, moded, &c.'* 
And thus Milton, following hismaAer Spenfer: 
" Come, penfive Nun, devout and pure, 
*' Sober J ftedfiEift, and demure.'' Todd. 

XXI. 5. As bright &cc,] This comparifon is frequent in 
romance. See the no|e on didjhine as the morning Jiarre^ F. Q, 
i. ii. 36, It feems to have been borrowed from the poets of 
antiquity. See t^e preceding note, T^e Jiaf that tells that 
dawning day is near, appears to have been adopted, as Mr^ 
Upton has remarked, from Hon). Odyffl r'. 93. 

"Epx^TM ayyiKKuv fotoq HS« k, t. X. ToDD. 

XXII. 2. hex monrnefulf dole] Fr. Stole, 

a long robe or garqient, reaching to the ancles pr heels, ^- 
cording to Cotgrave^ M^top's Melanqholy i§ painted, how 
ever, with 

" a fable jfo/e of .C3rprus lawn, 

^* Over her decent Jhoulders dr^v^ :" 
And Spepfer thus defcribes Un^'s black jtolcj f, Q. i. i. 4, 

ToDD. 
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And widow-like fad wimple throwne away. 
Wherewith her heavenly beaatte (be did hide, 
Whiles on her wearie iourney (he did ride ; 
And on her now a garment (he did weare 
All lilly white, withoutten fpot or pride, 
Tlml f^emd like filke and (ilver woven neare ; 
But neither filke nor filver therein did appeare. 

XXIIL 

The blazing brightnefle of her beauties beame, 

XXII. 3. wimple] Fr. Guimple, See the 

note on iprnplei^ F. Q. i. i. 4. It is generally ufed to denote 
the linen plaited cloth, wliich nuns wear about their necks. 
See Bloufit. In old French it is ufed for a hood. See ^e note 
on Uijt. de Gerard Comte de Nevers^ Paris edit. P. 2d. p. 40. 
** Guimple, bandeau ou coniette de femme. Borel pretend 
que 2e mot de girimple vient cki Latin vinculum, parce qu*on en 
lie la tefte." Ton©. 

XXII. 7. ^11 lilly white, withoutten Jpo't or pride ,"] See 
Rev. x'lx. 7- ** The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
hath made herfelf ready : and to her was granted, that (he 
Ihould be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white ; for ihe fine 
linen is the righteouCiiefs of Saints." This paffage plainly 
alludes to the myAical union of Chrift and his Church ; and 
this top is the allegorical allufion of our poet. White without 
fpot ; fo the Church is to be arrayed ; and without pride; not 
like the fcarlet whore DueflTa. See Sol. Song, iv. 7. " Thou 
art all fair, there is no fpot in thee." Upton. 

XX III. 1, The blazing brightnejfe of her beauties beame, &c.] 
Truth i>ow appears in all her brightnefs and beauty. But 
there is a particular reafon when he mentions her beauteous 
beame, and light qf her funfiiny face ; for fo (he is defcribed 
in litv. xiii. 1, ** A woman clothed with the fun, &c." 

Upton. 

Compare the defcription of Fidelia, F. Q. i. x. 12. Petrarch, 
I (hould obferve, has clothed the Virgin Mary with the fun, in 
his Canzone addrefl'ed to her ; as Milton has alfo clad the 
facred Power of Chaftity in Comus. Petrarch has likewife 
finely e3i;preired the brightnefs of beauty* s beam in a fingle ex- 
^preffion. He is defcribing Laura. The whole pafiage is inimi* 
tably elegant. See Son. 6^. Parte prima : 
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And glorious light of her funfliyny faee, 
. To tell, were as to ftrive againll the ftreame : 
My ragged rimes are all too rude and bace 
Her heavenly lineaments for to eAchace. 
. Ne wonder ; for her own deare loved Knight, 
All were fhe daily with himfelfe in place, 
Did wonder much at her celeftial fight : 
Oft had he feene her faire, but never fo faire 
dight. 

XXIV. 

So fairely dight when (lie in prefence came, 
She to her Syre made humble reverence. 
And bowed low, that her right well became. 
And added grace unto her excellence : 
Who with great wifedome and grave eloquence 
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** Kon era Y andar fuo cofa mortale. 
Ma d* angelica forma; e le parole 
Sonavau' altro che pur voce umana. 
Uno fpirto celefte, un vivofole 
" Fu quel ch' io vidi — " Todd. 
XXIII. 4. Ml/ ragged rimes] I certainly would read rugged^ 
that is, hardf rough ; for no authors fay, in this fenfe, " verfus 
luceratiy ragged verfes ;" but " verfus fcabri, duriy" that is, 
rugged^ roughf rhvmes. " Nemo ex hoc viles putet veterea 
po^tas, quod verfus eorum fcabri nobis videntur," Macrob. 
L. vi. C. 3. " Verfus duros,** Horat. Art, Poet, v." 446. This 
corredion is confirmed from F. Q. iii. ii. 3. " My rhimes too 
rude and rugged arre." Upton. 

In the poet's Shep. Cal. alfo for November, we have " rimes 
rugged and unkempt." Yet flill we are not too haflily to dif- 
card ragged. For thus Skeltori, Spenfer's predeceflbr, in his 
Boke of Colin Clouts Poems edit. 1736, p. 180. 
" For though my rime be rflg^g-erf, 
" Tattered and iagged, &c.'' Todd. 
XXIII. 7. -^11 werejlie] Altliough (he were. Church. 
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Thus gah t© fay-^— But, eate he thm had fayd. 
With flying fpeede, add feeming great pre- 
tence, 
Came running in, imich like a man difmayd, 
A M^flenger with letters, which his meifage 
fayd, 

■ XXV. . * 

AH in the open hall amazed flood 
At fuddeintieffe of that Unwary fightj 



XXV. 1. All m the open hall amazed fiood 

At fuddeinneJI'e 6:c.] He feems to have copied 
this furprife, occafiODed in |:he hall by the fudden a^d unex- 
pefted ei;7itrance of a meflenger, together with fome of the con- 
comitant circuinftances, front a fimilar but more alarming fur- 
prife in Chaucer, which happened at Cambufcan's annual birth- 
day feftival, Squ, Tale, v. 96. 

" And fo befell, that, after the third courfe, 
" While that the king fat thus in his noblay, 
*^ Herk'ning his minftrelis their thingis play, 
B^fom him at his bdrd dellciouily ; 
in ,at the \ia\\ dore full fodeinly 
There came a knight upon a (lede of brafs ; 
** And in his bond &c. — 






** And up he rideth to the hie bord; 
'' in 8tll the hall ne was there ipoke a woixl, 
" For marveile of this knight, him to behold 
Full befily they waiten yong and old. 

This ftraunge knight 

Salvid the king and queue, and lordis all, 

By prdir, as they fittin in the hall, &c. 

And after this, beforn the hie bord. 



n 
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** He with a manly voice faide his meflage." 
Thefe fudden entrances of flrange and unexpeded perfonages, 
^ben feails were magnificently celebrated in great halls, in the 
ages of chivalry, feem to have been no uncommon incident; 
either for diverlion of the gueds, or exhibiting complaints, or 
encreafe of the folemnity. Stow has recorded an inllance of 
this fort, in his Survey of London, p. 387. ed. 1599, The 
ceremony of our champion at the coronation, the only genuine 
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And wondred at his breathlefle hafty mood : 
But he for nought would ftay his paflage 

right, 
Till faft before the King he did alight; 
Where falling flat great humbleife he did 

make, 
And kift the ground whereon his foot was 

pight; 
Then to his handes that writt he did betake, 
Which he difclofing, read thus, as the paper 

fpake ; 

XXVI. 

* To thee, moft mighty King of Eden fay re, 

* Her greeting fends in thefe fad lines addreft 

* The wofult Daughter and forfaken Heyre 

* Of that^ great Emperour of all the Weft; 

* And bids thee be advized for the beft, 

* Ere thou thy Daughter linck, in holy band 

* Of wedlocke, to that new unknowen Gueft : 

* For he already plighted his right hand 
^ Unto another love, and to another land. 



remainder of chivalry fubiifting in modern times, is much in 
the fpirit of this cuilom. T. Waetok. 

XXV. 2. ^ ^ unwary] UnesptQed^ of 

vrhich they were not aware. Church. 

XXV. 8. he did betake,] Commit, 

This appears to have been a common acceptation of betake. 
See Barret's Did. 1580. " To betake^ or committe. Trado. 
I betake, committe, or bequeath, the matter to thee. Iftuc tibi 
dedo negotii, Ter.'^ Spenfer often ufes the word in this fenfe. 

Todd. 
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XXVII. 

* To me fad Mayd^ or rather Widow lad^ 

* He was affyaunced long time before, 

^ And facred pledges he both gave, and had,^ 

* Falfe erraunt Knight, infdmous, and for^^ 

fwore ! 

* Witnefle the burning altars, which he fwore,' 

* And guilty heavens of his bold perjury ; 

* Which though he hath polluted oft of yore, 

* Yet I to them for iudgement iuft doe fly, 

' And them coniure t' avenge this ihamefull 
iniury ! 

XXVIII. 

' Therefore fince mine he is, or free or bond, 

* Or falfe or trew, or living or elfe dead, 

* Withhold, O foverayne Prince, your hafty 

hond 

* From knitting league with him, I you aread; 



XXVIf. 4. infl^mous, and for/wore !} The ac- 
cent falls on the fecond fyllable of infamom. This was ufual 
in elder days. Thus Drummond, in his Urania : 

" On this infdmous ftage of woe to die." 
And Sylvefter, Du Bart. 1 621, p. 241. 

'^ By thine infdmom life's accurfed date.'' 
See more inftances in the note on Milton's Ode Nativ. v. 12« 
" /«/2iwii* blot/' Todd. 

XXVII. 5. Witneffe the burning altars^ which he/wore^] That 
is, by which he fwore. Spenfer often omits the prepofition. 
Virg. iEn. xii, 201. 

" Tango aras, mediofque ignes, et numina teftor.** Upton. 

XXVIII. 4. — I you aread;] I advife you* 

So, in Sir Bevis of Hampton : 

^' The Lady anfwered him tho, 

•* From my gate I read thee goe." Todd. 
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* Ne weene my right with ftrength adowne 

^ to tread, 

* Through^eakneffe of my widowhed or woe : 

* For Truth is ftrong her rightful! caufe to 

plead, 

* And ftiall finde friends, if need requifeth foe. 
^ So bids thee well to fare, thy neither friend 

nor foe, Fidejfa/ 

XXIX. 

When he thefe bitter byting wordes had red. 
The tydings ftraunge did him abaflbed make. 
That ftill he fate long time aftooifhed, 
As in great mufe, ne word to creature fpake. 
At laft his folemn filence thus he brake. 
With doubtfull eyes faft fixed on his Gueft ; 
" Redoubted Knight, that for myne only fake 
Thy Ufe and honor late adventureft ; 

Let. nought be hid from me, that ought to be 
expreft. 

XXX. 

" What meane thefe bloody vowes and idle 

threats, 
Throwne out frontwomanifti impatient my nd ? 
What hevens ? v^hat altars ? what enraged 

heates. 
Here heaped up with termes of love unkynd. 
My confcience cleare with guilty bands would 

bynd ? 
High God be witnefle, that I guitlefle ame I 
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But if yourfelfe, Sir Knight, ye faulty fynd, 

Or wrapped be in loves of former Dame, 

With cryme doe not it cover, but difclofe the 

fame/^ 

xxxi. 

To whom the Redcrofle Knight this anfwere fent ; 
" My Lord, my King; be nought hereat 

difmayd, 
Till well ye wote by grave intendiment. 
What Woman, and wherefore, doth me up- 

brayd 
With breach of love and loialty betrayd. • 
It was in my mjftiaps, as hithen^^ard 
I lately traveild, that unwares I ftrayd 
Out of my way, through perils ftraunge and 

hard; 
That day (hould faile me ere I had them all 

declard. 

XXXII. 

*^ There did I find, or rather I was fownd 
Of this falfe Woman that Fidefla hight, 
Fidefla hight the falfeft Dame on grownd, 

XXXI. 9. TAa^ (Za^ (hould &c.] iSAou/d is frequently ufed 
for would by our poet and other writers of his time, or before 
him. See Hebr, ii. 32, and Cicer. Nat, Dear. iii. 32. " Dies 
deficiat, fi velira numerare." Upton. 

XXXII. 3. Fideja hight the falfeft Dame] I think that the 
pointing fhould be altered, and that the words would have a 
greater fpirit and energy if we thus read : 

" Fideffa hight ! the falfeft dame —' 
What, (he called HcZe^a, the/fliM/w/ .''the falfeft of woman- 
kind — ^The repetition, fi«/c^ hight^ carries with it a pfitthoi 
and indignation^ Upton. v'^ 
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Moft falfe Duefla, royall richly dight^ 
That eafy was t' inveigle weaker fight t 
Who by her wicked arts and .wiely (kill^ 
Too falfe and ftrong for earthly ikill or might, 
Unwares me wrought unto her wicked will. 
And to my foe betrayd, when leaft I feared ill/' 

XXXIIL 

Then ftepped forth the goodly royall Mayd, 
And, on the ground herfelfe proftrdting low, 
With fober countenance thus to him fayd ; 
** O pardon me, my foveraine Lord, to {how 
The fecret treafons, which of late I know 
Xo have bene wrought by that falfe Sorce- 

refle : 
Shee, onely (he, it is, that earft did throw 
This gentle Knight into fo great diftriefle. 

That death him did awaite in daily wretched- 
nefTe. 

XXXIV. 

" And now it feemes, that ftie fuborned hath 
This crafty Meflenger with letters vaine. 



XXXII. 4. ' — royall richly digbtj Richly dight is 

a frequent phrafe in our elder poetry, as I have (hown in a note 
on Milton's '' windows richly dight y* II. Penf. 159* Dight is 
adorned, as in ft. 3, where Una is '' fair dight,*' Todd. 

XXXIV. 2. with /e^/er* vaine,] Vaine, that 

is, idle letters. So corrected from the Errata of the firft edi- 
tion, which reads faine, and which is, I (hould think, what 
Spenfer gave, as he wks faine for feign, in ft. 38, and in F. Q. 
ii. i. 20 and 21* And perhaps he might here ufe it {or Joined^, 
(dropping the laft letter for the fake, of the rhyme,) that is, 
falfed letters, as in F. Q; il. i. 1. Chuach. 
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^o wouke new'woe and linprovided f^ath. 
By breaking of the band betwirt us twain^ 
Wherein ihe ufed hath the prafticke paine 
Of this falle Footman, clokt with limpleneffe, 
Whome if ye pleafe fof to difcover plaine^ 
Ye fti^ir him Archimago find, I ghefle^ 
The falfeft man ahve ; who tries, Ihall find no 
ieffer 

The King was greatly moved at her fpeacli ; 
And, all with fuddein indignation fraight^ 
Bad on that Meffenger rode hands to reach. 
Eftfoonesthe gard, which on his ftate did wait, 
Attacht that Fay tor falfe, and bound him ftrait: 
Who feeming forely chauffed at his band, 
Ak chained beare whom cruell dogs doe bait, 

, The poet would hardly havedireded the alteration offaine 
to vaiite^ if he had intended the former word to exprels his 
meaning here. I fabfcribe to the following remark of Mr. 
Uplon : " Spenfer, among the errours of the prefe, oorreded 
It vaincy that isy falfe ; as ufed in Scripture.'' To dp. 

XXXIV. 3- ' — — — — ' unprovided fcath,] Unforefeen 

mi/chief J as Mr. Church has obferved. Scath is kurt^ or damage. 
Thiis G. Douglas, p. 72, v. 23. fol. edit. 

" How grete harme amdjcaitk, for evermair, 

" That child has caught.—" 
See alfo Gloff. Urry's Chaucer, V. Scathe, Todd. 

XXXIV. 4. , -By breaking of the band] Some editions, fince 
Spenfer's, read " By breaking qff^ the band." But, as Mr. 
Upton has obferved, there is rarely any diilindion, in old 
EngUih books, between of and qfff, Todd. 

XXXIV. 5. ' the pradicke paine] The prac- 

tice and endeavour, Upton ^ 

XXXV. 5. Faytor} Faq^orU a law-term : A la- 

gabondf idle fellow. Ft. Faitardf^ititter. Church. 

VOL. III. P 
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' With ydle force did feine them to withftand ; 
^nd often feiilblaunce made to fcape out of 
their hand. 

XXXVI. 

But they him layd full low in dungeon deepe. 
And bound him hand and foote with yron 

chains ; 
And with continual watch did warelj keepe. 
Who then would thinke, that by his fubtile 

trains 
He could efcape fowle death or deadly pains ^ 
Thus, when that Princes wrath was pacifde. 
He gan renew the late forbidden bains^ 
And to the Knight his Daughter dear he 

tyde 
With facred rites and vowes for ev€ar to abyde. 

XXXVII. 

His owne two hands the holy knbtts did knitt. 
That none but death for ever can divide ; 
His owne two hands, for fuch a turne moft fitt, 
The houiling fire did kindle and provide, 

XXXVI. 1. But the^him layd full low in dimgeon deepe, &c.] 
Compare Rev, xx. 2 — 7> aad F. Q. ii. i. 1. And you will fee 
how neceflary 'tis to preferve the allegory, that Archimago 
Ai6xild be ioqfed out of' his prifon : you will likewife fee, that 
this poeni is not unconnedled ; no cyclick of rh^pfodical poem, 
but that^tis otie and many ; one poem of many parts ; and that 
the ilory cannot end, till the Knights all return back to the 
Fairy courts to give an account of themfelves to their Fairy 
JQueen. Upton. 

XXXVII. 4. The ho\i{[\ti% ^TQ did kindle and pravide^ 

And holy wdter t/tereon fprinckled wide ;] He 
alludes to, the niiarriages of antiquity, which were foleaimzed» 
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And holy water thereon fprinckled wide ; 
At which the builiy teade a grooms did l^hl^ 
And lacred lamp in fecret chamber hide, 
Where it (hould not be quenched day nor nighty 
For fear^ of evil fates, but burnen ever bright, 

facramenfo ignis et aqnce : The hovfling fire, i. e. facramental 
lire, or fira ufed in that focrameut of marriage. Anglo-S. 
huj*el, the Sacramait ; huj'l-bij'ce, the Communiqn Cup. Goth« 
hiind, vi&ima^tfaCfificium, Chaucer ufes the Word frequent, as 
to ben htni/kd, to receive the Sacrament. Shakfpeare, in 
Hamlet, has unhot^eVdy i. e. not having received the Sacra- 
ment. Xhefe two elements, fire and water, were ufed in mar* 
riages ; but the confecrated or holy water was not fprinckled 
on the fire y as Spenfer feems to iay ; but the water was fprinkled 
on the bride : I wonder therefore Spenfer did not rather write* 
^. And holy water fpdndded on the bride/' See Alex« ab 
Alexand. L. ii. C. 5. *' Stipulatione ergo fad4 et fponfione fc- 
cutd, ignem et aquam in limine appofitam uterque tangere jube- 
batur, qu& etiam nova mupta afpergitur : quad eo feeder* inex* 
plicabili vinculo et routuo nexu forcht copulati. Hsec enim 
dementa font primae naturae, quibus vita vidufque communis 
conftat, et quibus, qui extorres ab hominum coetu futuri funt, 
iliterdici legibus folet." Compare Servius on Virg. ^n, iv. 16*7» 
and on JEn, xii. 119. AUufions are frequent to this ceremony. 
See Ov« Art* Am, L. ii. 598, and Valen Fl. L. viii. 245. 

Upton. 
XXXyil. 6. At which the buihy teade a groome did light. 

And facred lamp in fecret chamber hide, &c.] 
Spenfer ufes here the Italian or Latin word, toeda : he fa3r8 
hufl^y becaufe made of a bundle of thorns : Alex, ab Alexand. 
L. ii. C. V. ** Tertius vero anteit qui facem accenlam praefert, 
tx Jpina albd, qui praslucente ad virum nupta deducitur.'' 
Catull. in Nupt. Jul. et Manl. ** Spineam quate tedam." Ovid, 
Fa^, ii. 558. ** Expedet puros fpinea teda dies.'' There is 
another reading, pinea teda : the bujky teade, becaufe made of 
fplitted pine, bundled together. Spenfer adds. And facred lampt 
in fecret chamber hide; here I believe he has amyflical meaning 
of his own, for 'tis neither a Roman, Grecian, nor Jewiih cuf- 
tom, as far as I can find. But he feems to allude to the myf- 
ticcd meaning of the Wife Virgitis' lamps in the parable, which, 
like the typical fire m Levit. vi. 13, " (hall ever be bunung 
upon the altar of love; ihall never go out*'' Ui^e#; 

p 2 
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■ XXXVlll. 

<Then gan they-fprinckle all the pofts withMrine, 
And made great feaft to folemnize that day: 

. They all perfumde with frankincenfe divine. 
And precious odours fetcht from far away. 
That all the houfe did fweat with great aray : 
And all the while fweete itiuficke did apply 
Her curious fkill the warbling notes to play, 
To drive away the dull meldncholy ; 

The whiles one fung a fong of love and iollity. 

XXXIX. 

During the ^hich there was an heavenly noife 



XXXVIII. I. Then gan they fprinckU all /Ae pofts with wine,] 
With wine, lays Spenfer ; with oily fay others* " Mos fuerat ut 
iiubentes puelldB, fitnul quum venilTent ad limen maiiti, pofieSy 
antequam ingrederentur^ ornarent laneis vittis et oleo ungereat « 
et inde uxores didae funt, quafi unxores/' Servius on Virg. 
iLV/4 iv. 458* See VolFius, Etymol. uxor, Upton. 

XXXVIIL 8. To drive away the dull melancholy i\ The 
fame verfe occurs, and upon the fame occafion, F. Q. i. v. 3. 

T» WartOK. 

XXXVIII. 9. afongoflove&c] The epi- 

thalamium, or bridal fong; of which fee an account in the 
note on Spenfer's beautiful poem, entitled Epithalamion. Todd. 

XXXIX. 1. During the which there was a heavenly ooife 

Heard fownd &c.] Alluding, as Mr. Upton 
obferves, to the fong fung at tlue marriage of the Lamb, Rev, 
xix. 6, 7' Noife is here ufed in the fame fenfe, as in PfaL 
xlvii. 5. " God is gone up with a merry noife," See Mr. War- 
ton'{% note on " (pelodious noife^' in Milton's Ode at a Solemn 
Mufick. In old French, it may be added, the word noife is to 
-be found in a good fenfe. Thus in the Bible Hiftoriaux: 

" Et jonglor y font grant noife," 
See the note on Hi/l, de Gerard Comte de Nevers^ Paris edit, 
i^mo. P. '2d. p. 101, where we are told that noife is often thus 
ufed in the anciept 'romances, . Todd. 
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Heard fownd through all the pallace plea** 

fantly. 
Like as it had bene many an angels voice 
Singing before th' Eternall Maiefty^ 
In their tri^all triplicities on hye : 
Yett wift no creature whence that hevenly 

fweet 
Proceeded, yet each one felt fecretly 
Himfelfe thereby refte of his fences meet, 
And raviftied with rare impreffion in his fprite. 

XL. 

Great ioy was made that day of young and old. 
And folemne feaft proclay md throughout the 

land. 
That their exceeding merth may not be told : 
Suffice it heare by fignes to underftand 
The ufuall ioyes at knitting of loves band. 
Thrife happy man the Knight himfelfe did 

*^hold, 
Poflefled of his Ladies hart and hand ; 
And ever, when his eie did her behold. 
His heart did feeme to melt in pleafures mani-^ 
fold. 

XXXIX. 5. In their trinall triplicities] See the note on 
the poet's Hymne of Heav. Love, ver. 64. Todd. 

XXXIX. 9. ^ — fprite.] So the firft and 

fecoml editions ; which Upton, Church, and Tonfon's edit, of 
175,8, follow. Some editions read^ree^c or fprcet, Todd. 

XL. 3. may] Can. See the note on 

F. Q. i. vi. 39. Church. 

XL. 9. His hart &c.] So the firft edition, and the edit. 
1751. The fecond edition, the folios, and Hughes, read ** Her 

p3 
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XLL 

Her ioyous prefence, and fweet company. 
In full content he there did long enioy ; 
Ne wicked envy, ne vile gealofy, 
His deare delights were hable to annoy ; 
Yet, fwimming in that fea of blisfuU ioy. 
He nought forgott how be whilome had 

fworne. 
In cafe he qould that monftrous Beaft deftroy, 
Unto hi3 Faery Queene backe to retourqe; 
The which he Ihortly did; and Una left to 
moume. 

xm. 
Now, ftrike your failes, yee ioUy mariners, 

For we be com6 unto a (|uiet rode. 
Where Mfe muft laiid fome of our paflfeng^rs. 
And light this weaiy veffell of her lode, 
IJere {he a while may make her fafe abodip. 
Till ftie repaired have ]\eT tackles fpent, 



beart/' How if aterial an alteration for the worfe this is, I 
l^eed not fay. The genuine reading remin4s me of that tender 
pi^Agc in Milton, Par^ X. B. v. 11. 

— f* he, on his fide 

** leaning half rais'd, with looks of f^ordiallo^p 
** iiung over her ettamour*d." C^iuRCH, 
Ifir. Upton, and Tonfon's edition of 1758, h^vc alfo re- 
admitted the genuine reading. Todd. 

XLlh 1. NoWfJrike i/q^r faiips, &c.] See aljb the firft 
ftanza of thi« canto ; and Statius, Theb. xii. 809, Silv, IV. iv. 
W; Virg. Georg./w. Il6; Juv, Sat, i. 149 J Sidonius, Carw. 
xxiv. 99, Epift. xvi, Cam. ii. 537 ; Ovid, Jrt. Am. i. 779, 
iii. 784, Refmed. 811; Nemefian, Cyneget, 58. Profe-writer^ 
life the fame naetaphor, Jo|it|n, 



And wants fupplide ; and then againe abroad 
On the long voiage whereto fhe is bent : 
Well may flie fpeede, and feirely finiih ter 
intent ! * 

* Our poet liaviug brought his veflel into harbour, to reHl 
and repair ; let us, like travellers, talk over the wonders we 
have feen, and the regions we have pafled over of fable, myf- 
tery,- and allegory. 

However the wife, and the grave, may affed to defpife wou- 
derful tales ; yet well related, with novelty and variety, they 
work upon the heart by fecret charms and philters, and never 
fail both to furprife and to delight. But delight and entertain-* 
roent are not all ; for a good poet Ihould inllru^ ; not in tha 
narration of particular fa^s, like an hiftorian; but in exhibiting 
univerfal truths, as a phUofopher: by ihowing the motives, 
caufes, and fprings of aAion; by bringing before your eyes 
TRUTH in her lovely form, and errour in her loathfome and 
filthy fhape; deceit ihould be Aripped, and hypocrisy 
laid open : and, while wonderful flories and reprefentations o( 
vifionary images engage the fancy, the poet (hould all along 
intend thefe only as initiations into the more facred myfleries 
of morsds and religion. 

Lefl you fhould obje6l to the prpbability of his flories, the. 
poet names the time, when thefe wonders were performed, viz. 
during the minority of Prince Arthur ; and mentions the very 
perfons who performed them ; Prince Arthur, St. George, Sir 
Satyrane, Archimago, &c. nay, he points out the very places, 
wherein the adventures were achieved. If after fo circumflan-' 
tial a recital of time, place, and perfons, you will ilill not be* 
lieve him, yon muil be enrolled, I think, among the very mif- 
creauts; for as to his wonderful tales of enchantments, witches,, 
apparitions, &c. all this is eafily accounted for by fupema^tural 
affiilance. 

This firfl book bears a great refemblance to a tragedy, with 
a cataftrophe not unfortunate. The RedcrolTe Knight and 
Una appear together on the ilage ; nothing feeroing to thwart 
their happinefs; but, by the plots and pains of Archimago, 
they are feparated ; hence fufpicions and diftrefles : She with 
difficulty efcapes from a lawlefs Sarazin and Satyrs, and he is 
adually made a prifoner by a mercilefs Giant : When unex- 
pededly Prince Arthur, like fome god in a machine, appears, 
and releafes the Knight ; who becomes a new man, and with 
new joy is contra^ed to his ever-faithful Una. 

p 4 
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If we conftder the perfans or characters in the dratha, we 
fliall find them all cpnfiftent with tbemfelves, yet naafterly pp- 
pofed and contrafted : The fimplicity and innocence of Una 
may be fet in oppoiition to th§ flaunting falfhood of the Scarlet 
Whore : The pious Knight is diametrically oppofite to the im- 
pious Sarazin : the fly hypocrite Archimago differs from the 
fpphifl Defpair. And even in laudable characters, if there is a 
(kmenefs, yet too there is a difference ; as in the magnificepce 
of Prince Arthur, in the plainnefs of the Chriftjan Knight, and 
in the honcll behaviour of Sir Satyrane. 

How well adapted to their places are the paintings of the 
various fccnes and decorations : Some appear horrible,, as th^ 
den of Error; Hell; the Giant; the cave of Defpair; the 
Dragon, &g : others terrible aud wonderful, as the niagical pot- 
tage ojf Archimago ; the plucking of the bloody bough ; the 
Sarazin's fupernatural refcue and cure, &c : others are of the 
paftoral kind, as the pleafing prpfpeCls of the woods, and diver- 
fions of the wood-born people, with old Sylvanus 5 ox magni- 
ficent, as the defcription of Prince Arthur, and the fpleninizipg 
of the contract of marriage betweeri the |<night ^nd Una. 

The fcene lies chiefly, in Fairy land, (though we have a view 
of the houfe of Morpheus, in the firil canto, and of hell in the 
fifth,) and changes to the lapd of I^fJcn, in the eleventh s^pd 
twelfth cantos. 

Should we prefuiT^e to lift up th^ myflerious veil, wrought 
with fuch fubtle art and ornament, as fonietimes to feem uttprly 
to hide, fonietimes lying fp trapfpareut, as to be fepn tjirpugh ; 
fliould we take oflf, } fg,y, this fabulous covering ; under it we 
might difcover a mofl ufeful moral : The beauty of truth ; the 
foulnefs oferrour; Jlj/ hypocrify ; the pride and cruelty of' Jfaife 
religion ; hoHncfs Completed in virtues ; qnd the church, if' not tit 
its triumphant, yet in it^ triumphing, ^ate. Spenfer, in his letter 
to ^ir\y. R., tells us his poem is a continued allegory: Wher^ 
therefore the moral allufion cannot be made apparent, we mufl 
feek (as I imagine) for an hiftorical allufion; and always we 
muft look for more than meets the eve or ear ; the words car-i* 
rying one nieaning witli them, and the fecret ferffe another. 

UPTpN, 



T^E SECOND BOOK OF 

THE FAERIE QUEENE 



CONTAYNXNO 



THE LEGEND OF SIR GU YON, OR OF TEMPERA UNClB.^ 

I 

I. 

JvTGHT well I wote, mod mighty Soveraine, 
That all this famous Antique hiftory 
Of fome th' aboundance of an ydle braine 
Will iudged be, arid painted forgery, 
Rather then matter of iuft memory ; 
Sith none that breatheth living aire doth knpw 
Where is that happy land of Faery, 
Which I fo much doe vaunt, yet no where 

« 

Ihow; 

But vouch antiquities, which no body can know. 

II. 

But let that man with better fence advize, 
That of the world Ifeaft part to us is red ; 
And daily how through hardy enterprize 
Many great regions are difcovered. 
Which to late age were never mentioned. 
Who ever heard of th' Indian Peru ? 

II. 6, Who ever heard A:c.] In the Gothick ages, the (lories 
of monflers, dragons, and lerpents, were received for feveral 
reafons: 1. From th« vulgar belief of enchantments : 5. From 
their being reported on the faith of Ealleru tradition, by the 
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Or who in venturous veffell meafured 

The Amazon huge river, now found trew ? 

Or fruitfulleft Virginia who did ever vew ? 

III. 

Yet all thefe were, when no man did them know. 
Yet have from wifeft ages hidden beene ; 
And later times thinges more unknowne ihall 

(how. 
Why then (hould witlefle man fo much mif» 

weiene, 
That nothing is, but that which he hath feiene ? 
What, if within the moones fayre (hining 

fpheare. 
What, if in every other ftarre unfeene 
Of other worldes he happily (hould heare ? 
He wonder would much more ; yet fuch to fomc 

appeare, 

IV. 

Of Faery lond yet if he more inquyre. 

By certein fignes, here fett in fondrie place. 
He may it fynd ; ne let him then admyre^ 

adventurers into the Holy Land : 3, In ftill later times, from 
thefirange things told and believed^ on the difcovery of the new 
toorld. This lall confideration we find here employed by 
Spenfcr, to give an air of probability to his Faery tales. 

HURD. 

III. 1. ■ ■ when no man did them knwo,^ Either he 
means, that fuch countries exifled, though they were for ' a 
time not inhabited ; or, that they were inhabited, though the 
Europea&s for many ages kne^ it not Church. 

IV, 1. more] Greatly, The fenfe is. 

If he is greatly defirous^to know what place \& meant b(y Fairy 
land. pHViLCH. 
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But yield his fence to bee too blunt and bace. 

That no'te without a» hound fine footing trace. 

And thou, O fayreft Princefle under iky, 

In this fayre mirrhour maid behold thy face, 

And thine owne reahnes in lond of Faery, 

And in this Antique ymage thy great aunceftry. 

V. 

The which O ! pardon me thus to enfold 
In covert vele, and wrapt in Ihadowes light. 
That feeble eyes your glory may behold. 
Which ells could not endure thofe bealnes 

bright^ 
But would bee dazled with exceeding light. 
O ! pardon, and vouchfafe with patient eare 
The brave adventures of this Faery Knight, 
The good Sir Guyon, gratioufly to heare ; 

In whom great rule of Temp'raunce goodly doth 
appeare. 

rv^. G. And tkouy fayrefi Prhtc^t &c.] The reafon of 
Spenfer's prefenting his Queen with this fkir mirrour, is ex- 
plained in the Prelim. Ei&y on the Allegorical Charader of 
the poem. Todd. 
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CANTO L 

Guy on, by Archimage abusd, 
21ie Redcroffe Knight awaytes ; 

Fyndes Mordant and Amaviajlaine 
fVith Pleafures poifoned baytes. 

I. 
THAT conning Archite6l of cancred guyle, 
"Whom Princes late difpleafure left in bands, 

I. 1. That conning Architect of cancred gvyle^ &c.] Let any 
reader confider this ilaiiea with which our poet opens his fecbnd 
book ; and particularly let him remember the hint given in 
the firft book, "How he, St. George, the Redcroffe Knight , had 
fworn unto his Faery Queene backe to retourne," He will 
then perceive the connedlion of thefe books; and that this 
poem cannot have an end, until all the Knights have finiihed 
all their adventures ; and until all return to the court of the 
Fairy Queen, together with Prince Arthur (the Briton Prince) 
who is properly the hero of the poem ; and whofe chief ad- 
venture, viz. of his feeking, and at length finding, the Fairy 
Queen, is what conneds the poem, and makes it a whole. — 

Confider likewife the common enemy is now loofed from his 
bands : Archimago, the adverfary, the accufer, the deceiver,' 
y&nov) gone out again to deceive :^ — He is loofed out of prifon, — 
This is not faid by chance, meerly to lengthen out, or after a 
botching manner to tack, his poem together ; but 'tis fcriptural, 
and his allegory required it fo to be. See Rev, xx. 2, 3, &c. 

Let me put the reader in mind of one thing more, which is, 
that the Redcrofle Knight is now plain St. George ; and that 
he mud not, look any longer for that high cbarader (hadowed 
in him, which he bore in fome adventures : He is ilill a holy, 
godly, and a chriftian Knight. Upton. 

Gregory Nazianzen, it may be obferved, denominates, in 

his Tragedy of Chrifius PatienSj the old Dragon ayxwXo/xiT*!?, 

fraudis ariifex ; whence perhaps Spenfer's architeH of guyhy 

applied to the fame deceiver, as Milton's artificer of fraud alfo 

is, Far. L. B. iv. 121. Todd. 
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For falfed letters, ahd fuborned wyle ; 

Soone as the Redcrofle Knight he imderftands 

' To beene departed out of Eden iandes^ 

To fwve againe his foveraine Elfi^ Queene ; 

His artes he moves, and out of caytives 

handes 

Himfelfe he frees by ibcret meanes uiifeene ; 

His {hackles eraptie lefte, himfelfe efc^ped 

cleene; 

JL 

And forth he fares, full of malicious mynd. 
To worken mifchiefe, and avenging woe, 
Whereever he that godly Knight may fynd. 
His onely hart-fore ahd his onely foe ; 
Sith Una now he algates^ muft forgoe. 
Whom his viftorious handes did earft reftore 
To native crowne and kingdom late ygoe ; 
Where (he enioyes fure peace for evermore, 

As wetherbeaten fliip arryv'd on happie fhore. 

I . 7. __ out of caytives handes] Out of the 

hands o{<ai/tives. For caytives is the reading in Spenfer's own 
editions. The folios, however, read caj/tive^ which Mr. Church 
has adopt^, and which Mr. Upton alfo is incHned to prefer. 
" Caytive hands," i. e. bafe hands, as Mr. Church remarks. 
Perhaps, however, the poet here intended caytives for perfcnSf 
namely, *' Thofe who him (Archimago) laid full low in dungeon 
deep," F. Q. i. xii. 36, Hughes's fecond edition, the edit, of 
1751, and Tonfon*s edit, of 1758, read caytives, Todd. 

II. 4. His onely &ic.] Greateji. See the note on F. Q. 
i. vii. 50. Church. 

II. 5. ^ -^ algates] Wholly^ altogether. See 

the note on alg^teSy F. Q. ii. v. 37. Todd. 
II. 7. ■ ' > — ■ — late ygoe;] Lately, CnvRCtt. 
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HI. 

Him therefore now the ohie6); of his fpight 
And deadly food he makes : him to ofiend 
By forged treafon, or by open %ht» 
He feekes, of all bis drifte the aymed end: 
Thereto his fubtile engins he doe3 bend, 
His praOiick witt and his fayre fyled tonge. 
With thoufartd other fl^ightes ; for well he 

kend 
His credit now in doubtfuU ballaunce hong : 

For hardly could bee hurt, who wa$ already 

ftOBg. 

IV. 

Still, as he went, he craitie ftales did lay, 
With canning traynes him to entrap una- 
wares. 
And privy fpyals plaft in all his way. 
To weete what courfe he takes, and how he 
feres; 



III. 2. And deadly food] That is, fatd. But food is 

Spenfer's own reading. See the notes on F. Q. i. viii. 9. Mr, 

Upton here reads feudcj following the example of the folios, 

and other modem editions. Mr. Church reflores the original 

-fpelling. ToDD.« 

III. 9* For hardly could bee hurt,'] For hardly could he be 
hurt, &c. ToDt). . 

IV. I. ^ ' " ■ ' ' ■■ — [ — ftales] Devices, tricks. See 

the note on Jialesy F. Q. vi. x, 3.^ Todd. 

IV. 3. -^«rf prfrj/ fpyals] EJpiais, or /pies. So, in Pheande^,. 
the Maiden Knight, 4to. bl. 1. Ch. 20. • " He had, by fuck. 
iecret e/piah as he procured, learned the truth of this noble 
man/' Again, Ch. 22. ** We come, as fpyals, to view thy 
forces, and to difcouer them/' Todd, 
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To ketch him at a vaUntage in his fnares. 
But now ft) wife and wary was the Knight 
By try all of his former harmes and cares. 
That he defcryde, and fhonned ftill, his (light : 
The fifti, that once was caught, new baytwil 
hardly byte. 

V. 
Nath'leffe th' Enchaunter would not fpare his 
payne. 
In hope to win occafion to his will ; 
Which when he long awaited had in vay ne. 
He chaungd his mynd from one to other ill : 
For to all good he enimy was ftill. 
Upon the way him fortuned to meete^ 
Fayre marching underneath a (hady hill, 
A goodly Knight, all armd in harnefle meete. 
That from his head no place appeared to his 
feete. 

VI. 

His carriage was full comely and upright ; 
His countenance demure and temperate ; 



rV. 5. ■ ■■ ■ at a vauntttge in kis fnares.] To have the 

odds of him, to catch him completely in hig fnares. Fr. A 
Vax^autage. Todd. 

IV. 6*. ^ — wife fl«rf wary] In fome editions ybj/i 

has been fubilituted for wife ; and in the fecond quarto, and 
firll folio, this and the following line, as Mr. Church has re- 
marked, have changed places. Ware^ or wary and wife^ is 
Chaucer's combination. See the note on warey F. Q. jr. vii. 1. 

Todd. 

V. 8. — ^ ■ aU armd &c.] That is, jarmed 

cap'U'pee. Chv&cu. 
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But yett fo (ierae and terrible in fight. 
That cheard. his friendes, a^d did his foes 

amate: 
He was an Elfin borne^ of noble fl:ate 
And mickle worftiip in his native land ; 
Well could he tourney, and in lifts debate, 
And knighthood tooke of good Sir Huons 

hand, 
When with king Oberon he came to Fary land. 

VI. 3. But yettfojlerne and terrible in fight ^ 

That cheard hisfriendes, and did his foes amate ;} The 
very fame pidiire we have of Arthegall, who bears ^e perfon 
of Juftice, F. Q. iii. ii. 24. 

" His manly faee that did his foes agrt^e^ 
" And friends to terms of gentle truce entij^e..'^ 
And perhaps Spenfer had Xenophon's charader of Agelilaus 
in view : UfuorATo^ j!*!* ^^K* ix^po~? ^ faStftnar^i* -. Upton, 

VI. 6. And mickle worfhip] Honour, The word is often 
fo ufed by Spenfer. Thus in the Hijt. of Kynge Arthur y impr. 
by T. Eaft, B. 5. C. 6* " How king Arthur fent for fjr 
Gawaine and other to Lucy us, and how they were aflailed and 
efcaped with worfhip** Todd. 

VI. 8. And knighthood took of good Sir Huons hand, 

When with king Oberon ^e came to Fary land J Mr. 
Upton thinks that Sir Huon de Paganis, founder of the Knights 
Templars, is here intended by the poet. Mr. Warton merely 
obferves that " there is a romance, called Sir Huon of Bor- 
deaux, mentioned amoag other old hiftories of the fame kind, 
in Laneham's Letter concerning Queen Elifabeth's entertain- 
ment at Kenelw9rtli Caftle/' Mr. Warton alio mentions that 
it was a tranflation from the French, and paffed through thre^ 
editions; but nothing more on the fubje^l. Now, as Mr. 
Upton thinks that Spenfer intended not to leave us in the dark 
concerning this Sir Huon; (whom he erroneonfly fuppofes to 
be Sir Hugh de Paganis ;) and as neither Mr. Upton nor Mr. 
Warton have thrown further light upon the pafl'age before us, 
I mufl inform the reader that, from the original romance of 
Huon de Bordeaux, the poet's meaning may be afcertained. 
King Oberon appears to have been purlicularly attached Uj ^ 
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VIL 

Him als accompanyd upon the way 
A comely Palmer, clad in black attyre, 
Of rypeft yeares, and heares all hoarie gray^ 
That with a ftalFe his feeble fteps did ftire, 
Leaft his long way his aged hmbes ihould tire : 
And, if by lookes one tnay the mind aread, 
He feemd to be a fage and fober fyre ; 
And ever with flow pace-the Knight did leadi 

Who taught his trampling fteed with eq^uall fteps 
to tread. 

VIII. 

Such whenas Archimago them did view, 
. He weened well to worke fome {mcouth wyle : 

Huon de Bordeaux. After having become acquainted with him, 
as he wiihed, the T<tery king proceeds to (how him every at- 
tention, viz* ** Des grandes merueilles que le Roy Oberon 
racompta k Huon de Bordeaux, et des chofes qu' il iift :" And 
afterwards, '* Des beaux dons que le Roy Oberon fit k Huon." 
The Faery king fuccours him in many dangers, and finally pre- 
fents to him his kingdom of Faery : '' Comment Oberon donna 
i Huon foh Royaume tie Feaerie, — Mais pour ce que ie vous 
aime loyaument,'' fays the king to Huon, '* ie vous mettray la 
couronne deffus votre chef, & ferez Roy & feigneur de mon 
Kbyaume, &c." The poet therefore alludes to the hero's 
exercife of the kingly power in creating Knights. Todd. 

Vn. 4. ' rfirf ftire,] Stir^ move. LaU 

macerey Junius. So, in F. Q« ii. ix. 30. 

" An huge great payre of bellowes which didjlyre 

« Continually—" 
And fee F. Q. iii. vii. 45. Church. 

vn. 8. And ever with (low pace] fFithJlow pacty i. e. even, 
equal, not in a hurry and confufion : viav^fi w t»k o^Ztf fia^uif^ 
I am apt to think that Spenfer had the following paiTage of 
Plato, in CharmideSf in view, where he is fpeaking of tem-^ 
perance : To mtritAo^ turret irpArlfiy, i^ iiffvxn if ti tak o^9»^ Ptt^i^M^ 

VOL. III. Q 
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Eflfoones, untwifting his deceiptfuU clew, 
He gan to weave a web of wicked guyie ; 
Ahd, with faire countenance and flattringftyle 
To them approching, thus the Knight be- 

fpake ; 
** Fayre fonne of Mars, that feeke with war- 
like fpoyle, 
And great atchiev'ments, great yourfelfe to 
make, 
Vouchfafe to ftay your fteed for humble mifers 

fake/' 

IX. 
He ftayd his fteed for humble mifers fake. 

And badd tell on the tenor of his playnt : 

Who feigning then in every limb to quake 

Through inward feare, and feeming pale and 

faynt^ 
With piteous mone his percing fpeach gan 

paynt; 
" Deare Lady ! how Ihall I declare thy cace, 
Whom late I left in languorous conftraynt ? 
Would God ! thyfelfe now prefent were in 

place 

VIII, 9^ -^ humble mifers Jaie.] A poor 

miferabh man's fake. Lat. m(/er. See alfo F. Q. ii. iii. 8. 

Chu&ch. 

s IX. 8. ■ -^ were in place] Mr. Upton is 

Tfacetious on the phraie in place, and fays that the poet uies it 
^ more for rhyme than reafon.'^ But the poet follows the 
rauthority, fo often adopted^ of romance. Thus, in Bems rf 
Hampton:. • , . > 
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To tell this hiefuU tale : Thy fight cOuld win 
thee grace : 

X; 

" Or rather would, O ! would it fo had chaunft, 
That jou^ moft noble Sir^ had pfeferit beene 
Wheti that lewd rybauld, with vjle luft ad- 

vaunft. 
Laid firft his filthie hands on Virgin cleene. 
To fpoyle her dainty corps, fd faire and flieene 
As on the earth, great mother of us all, 
With living eye more fayre was never feene 



it 



** I ihall goe now and make a writ, 
Through fome clarke wife of wit/ 
That no man ihall haue grace 
While thofe letters be in place :" 
That is, while thofe letters exijl. Todd. 

IX. 9. To tell this &c.] So all the editions. I fliould 
think Spenfer gave, " To tell thtf rueful! tale !" Church. 

X. 3. fVhen that lewd rybauld, with vyle Ivjt advaunft,] 
Ribauld, Fr. A fcoundrel, a ruffian. See De MeJIire Floridan 
8f de la belle Ellinde, 4to. 1523, fol. iiii* *' Lung defdidz 
quattre ribaulx de loing luy geda vng dart que luy entra ou 
corps & le perca tout oultre ;*' thefe villains are before called 
*• maulvais garcans/' The other expreffion in Spenfer's verfe, 
adcttunfif here means driven forward^ impelled, or hq/lened, Fr, 
avanc6. Todd. 

X. 4. on Virgin cleene,] Mr. Upton 

fays that cleene fhould be joined to corps, sdidjheene to Virgin. 
He would iiot have faid fo, if he had read the romance of Bevis 
of Hampton, to the marvels and phrafeology of which Spenfer 
was partial. The Patriarch thus cautions Sir Bevts ; 

" And forbad him ou his life, 

'^ That he fhould neuer take any to wife, 

** But were ihe a Maiden cleake : 

" Yea, faid Beuis, fo I meane." 
Bevis afterwards .mentions this injun^on, and ^ repeats the 
phrafe of Maiden cleane, To4>d. 

q2 
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Of chaftity and honour virginall : 
Witnes, ye heavens, whom fhe in vaine to help 

did call ! 
- XL 

" How may it be," fayd then the Knight halfe 

wroth, 
" That Knight (hould knighthood ever fo 

have fhent?*' 
" None but that faw,'' quoth he, " would 

weene for troth. 
How IhamefuUy that Mayd he did torment: 
Her loofer golden lockes he rudely rent. 
And drew her on the ground; and his ftiarpe 

fword 
Againft her fnowy breft he fiercely bent. 
And threatned death with many a bloodie 

word ; 
Tounge hates to tell the reft that eye to fee 

abhord." 

XII. 

Therewith amoved from his fober mood, ^ 

" And lives he yet," faid he, " that wrought 

this a6l ? 
And doen the heavens afford him vitall food ?" 
•* He lives," quoth he, " and boafteth of the 

faa, 



Xr. 1. How may it he,'] That is, How can it be. See the 
note oil F. Q, i. vi. 39. Church. 
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Ne yet hath any Knight hLs courage 

crackt/' 
" Where may that treachour then/' fayd he, 

" be found. 
Or by what meanes may I his footing 

traa?" 
« That fliall Ilhew," faid he, " as fure as 

hound 
The ftricken deare doth chaleng by the bleeding 

wound." 

XIII. 

He ftayd not lenger talke, but with fierce yre 
And zealous hafle away is quickly gone 
To feeke that Knight, where him that crafty 

Squyre 
Suppofd to be. They do arrive anone 
Where fate a gentle Lady all alone. 
With garments rent, and heare difcheveled, 
Wringing her handes, and making piteous 

mone: 



XII. 5. — his courage crackt.] This feems too 

low an expreiHon for " Nor yet hath any Knight broken or 
fubdued his coi^rage.'' It reminds us of a quaint and modera 
phrafe, which is alfo to be found in Bevis of HamptoUy where a 
battle is defcribed : 

" Men might heare crovmes cracke, 
" When Beuis gan to ftrike." 
Spenfer's rhyme required this ungraceful word. Todd. 

XII. 9. The ilricken deare] The wounded deer. See F. Q. 
i. ii. 24. So Shakfpeare, in Hamlet : 



li 



Why, let thejtricken deer go weep." Church. 



XIII.' 1. He} Sir Guyooi Cnu&cu. 

Q 3 
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Her fwolien eyes virere much disfigured. 
And her faire fg^ce with teares was fowly blub^s 
bered. 

XIV. 

Yhe Knight, apprpchin^ nighj^ thus to her faid ; 
" Faire Lady, through fpwle forrpw ill be-r 
dight, 

Great pitty is; to fee you thus difmayd. 
And marre the bloflbm of your beauty bright: 

' Forthy appeafe your griefe and heavy plight, 
And tell the caufe of your conceived payi^e j 
For, if he live that hath you doen defpight, 
He (hall you doe dew recpmpence agayne, 

Or eU his wrong with greater pu^ifTance main-; 
taine/' 

XV. 

Which ^yhen ihe heard, as in defpightfull wife 
She wilfully her forrow did augment, 
And ofFred hope of comfort did defpife : 
Per golden lockes moft cruelly fhe rent, 
And fcratcht her face with ghaftly drerinient ; 
J^e would (he fpeake, ne fee, ne yet be feene. 
But hid her vifage, and her he^d downe bent. 
Either for grievous (hamcj or for great teene, 

As if her hart with forro>y had transfixed beene : 

XIII. 9» with teares xtxzs fowiy blubbered.] So, in 

f. Q. iii. viii. 32. " And blubbred face with teares &c." Wh<pre 
fee the note. Todd. 

XIV. 5. Forthy] Thereforty as iip Chaucer^ Kn, Tale, 
1843, edit- Tyrwhitt. 

" And forthy J yon put in this di^ree/' Topd. 
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XVI. 

Till her that Squyre befpake ; ^ Madame, my 
liefe, 
For Gods deare love be not fo wilful! bent, 
But doe vouchfafe now to receive reliefe. 
The which good fortune doth to you preient. 
t For what bootes it to weepe and to wayment 
When ill is chaunfl, but doth the ill increafe. 
And the weake minde with double woe tor- 
ment T 
When Ihe her Squyre heard fjpeate, (he gau 

appeaie 
Her voluntarie paine, and feele fome fecret eafe. 

XVII. 

Hiftfoone Ihe faicj ; " Ah ! gentle truftie Squyre, 
What comfort can I, wofiiU wretch, conceave ! 
Or why Ihould ever I henceforth defy re 
To fee faire heavens face, and life not leave, 
. Sith that falfe Traytour did my honour 
reave r 
" Falfe traytour certes,^' faide the Faerie 

Knight, 
" I read the man, that ever would deceave 
A gentle Lady 5^ or her wrong through might : 
Death were too litle paine for fuch a fowle def- 
pight. 

. XVI. 5. — — wayment] Bewaiif lament. 

See the note on mymentf F. Q. iii. iv, 35. Upton. 

Q 4 
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XVIII. 

" But now, fayre Lady, comfort to you make. 
And read who hath ye wrought this fhame- 

full plight, 
,That (hort revenge the man may overtake, 
Wherefo he be, and foone upon him hght/' 
" Gertes,"' faid (he, " J\vote not how he hight^ 
Put under him a gray fteede he did wield, 
Whofe fides with dapled circles weren dight ; 
Upright he rode, and in his filver ihield 

pe bore a Bloodie Crofle, that quartred all the 

XIX. 

" Now by my head,'' faide Guyon, " much I 

mufe. 
How that fame Knight ftiould doQ fp fpwle 

amis. 
Or ever gentle Dam^ell fo abufe : 
For may I boldly fay, he furely is 
A right good Knight, and trew of word ywls ; 
I prefei^t was, an4 can it witnefle well, 

XIX. 5. ywis :] Certainly^ ox truly. See 

alfo f. Q, ii. vii. 53. It occprs perpetually in tlie romance of 
Levis of Hampton, 

^f He found the keepers flaine twis, 

" Put Bevis efcaped is/' 
Again, 

" He kept with him Sir Beuis, 

" Till, he was found and whole koUy 
Sp Chaucer, Mill. T. 3705. edit. Tyrwhitt. 

" Ywis, leraman, I have fwiche love-longing." Todd. 
JiJX. 6. I prefcnt was,] I was at the folemi^feait held by 
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When armes he fwore, and ftreight did en- 

terpris 
Th* Adventure of the Errant Damozell ; 
In which he hath great glory wonne, as I heare 
tell. 

XX. 

" Nathlefle he ftiortly ftiall againe be tryde, 
And fairely quit him of th' imputed blame ; 
Els, be ye fure, he dearely fhall abyde, 
Or make you good amendment for the fame : 
All wrongs have mendes, but no amendes of 

ftiame. 
Now therefore, Lady, rife out of your paine. 
And fee the falving of your blotted name." 
Full loth (he feemd thereto, but yet did faine ; 

For (he was inly glad her purpofe fo to gaine. 

XXI. 

Her purpofe was not fuch as fhe did faine, 
Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feene ; 
But under firaple fhew, and femblant plaine, 

the Queen of Fairy land, when this Knight of the Red Crofs 
had the adventure aiTigned him of the Errant Damfel, UfiUy as 
mentioned in the firll book. Upton. 

XX. 7. ■ your blotted name,] This is the 

reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, which is followed by all 
fubfequent editions, ex<!ept by Tonfon's in 1758 ; which reads, 
with the firft edition, blotting, Mr. Upton indeed refers to 
one of bis caiwtia, too learnedly applied to the phrafeology of 
Sbakfpeare ; viz. that of afiive participles being ufed pajfively : 
Yet he acknowledges that blotted makes the fenfe eafier. I am 
perfuaded, that blotting was an errour in the firll edition, which 
efcaped the poet's notice; and that he was happy to correal it 
blotted in the fecond edition. Todd. 
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Lurkt falfe Duefla fecretly unfeene, 
As a chafte Virgin that had wronged beene ; 
So had falfe Archimago her difguyfd, 
To cloke her guile with-ferrow and fad teene ; 
And eke himfelfe had craftily devifd 
To be her Squire, and do her fervice well aguifd. 

XXII. 

Her, late forlorne and naked,' he had found 
Where (he did wander in wafte wilderneffe. 
Lurking in rockes and caves far under ground, 

. And with greene mofle covering her nakqd^ 
neile 
To hide her fhame and loathly filthinefle, 
Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments 
And borrowd beauty fppyld : Her nathelefle 
,Th' Enchaunter finding fit for his intents 

Did thus reveft, and deckt with dew habili^ 
ments. 

XXIII. 

For all he did was to deceive good Knights, 
And draw them from purfuit of praife and 
fame 

XXI. 9. well aguifd.] Accoutred^ of. 

dreffed. See the note on agidfdy F. Q. ii. vi. 7. Todd. 

XXII. 2. ' in wafte wilderneffe,] He repeats 

this phrafe in his Virg^Ve Gnat, ft. 47. Where fee the note. 

Todd, 
XXII. 9, Did thus reveft,] Revefiir, Fr. reinveft, cloths 
or apparel again. See Cotgrave. See alfo the old romance of 
Cheualier aux amies Doree^ 4to. Par. Impr. pour lean Bonfons, 
fign. F. i. ^^ £t adonc les cheualiers prindrent le corps de la 
pucelle que les deux damoyfelles auoyent reuefiite ic aomee 
lb plus richementy &c." Todd. 
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To dug in flouth and fenfuall delights, 
And end thi^r daies with irrenowmed fhame. 
And now i^xceeding griefe him overcame. 
To fee the Redcf Q0e thus advaunced hye j 
Therefore this craftie engine he did frame, 
Againft his praife to ftirre up enmitye 
Of fuch, as vertues like mote unto him allye. 

XXIV. 

So now he Guyon guydes an 6ncouth way 
Through woods and mountaines, till they 

came at lad 
Into a pleafaQt dale that lowly lay 
Betwixt two hils, whofe high heads, overplaft. 
The valley did with coole fhade overcaft ; 
Through midft thereof a little river rold. 
By which there fate a Knight with helme 

unlade, 
Himfelfe refreftiing with the liquid cold, 
After his travell long and labours manifold. 

XXV. 

" Lo ! yonder hc,^' cryde Archimage alowd, 
" That wrought the fhamefuU fad which I 
did ftiew ; 



agaiji 



XXIII. 3. To dug in Jlauth] He employs the verb ^flug 
^aiji, F. Q. iii. vii. 12. " He us'd tp Jlug, or fleepe in floth-^ 
full (hade." See Cotgrave's F. Did. " To Jlugge it, pakesss^r, 
to laze it, to Hue idly" Todd. 

XXII L 4. And end their dales with irrenowmed ^^ awe.] 
Virgil calls Bufiris illaudatus, Georg. iii. 5, irrenowmed ; (hew- 
iog, by this negation of ail praife, that he deferves all difgrace, 

II?T0N, 
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And now he doth himfelfe m fecret Ihrpwd, 
To fly the vengeaunce for his outrage dew ; 
But vaine ; for ye Ihall dearely do him rew : 
(So God ye fpeed and fend you goodfuccefle !) 
Which we far off will here abide to vew/' 
So they him left inflam'd with wrathfulnefle. 
That ftreight againfl that Knight his fpeare he 
did addreffe. 

XXVI. 

Who, feeing him from far fo fierce to pricke. 
His warlike armes about him gan embrace. 
And in the refl his ready fpeare did fticke ; 

. Tho, whenas ftill he faw him towards pace. 
He gan rencounter him in equall race. 
They bene ymett, both ready to affrap. 
When fuddeinly that Warriour gan abace 

XXV. 6. So &c.] AH the editions place a comma only 
after rewy and a femicolon aher fttccejfe ; as if the fenfe were, 
So God &c. that is, Provided Godjhall give you fucceje. The 
pointing, as we have given it, makes the fenfe more natural. 

Church. 

XXVI. 6. ready fo aflfrap,] Encounter. 

Ital. qfrappare, Fr. f rapper. See alfo F. Q. iii. ii. 6. " To 
qff'rap the rider," i. e. to ftrike down. Upton. 

XXVI. 7. When fuddeinly &c.] In this and the next flanza 
Sir Guyon fuddenly abafes his fpear, and begs pardon of tlie 
RedcrolTe Knight for having attacked him ; as if he had juid 
now difcovered him to be the Redcrofl'e Knight : whereas he 
knew him to be fo, ft. 19. and after that refolves to fight with 
him. T. Warton. 

Sir Guyon at firft refolves to fight with the Redcrofle 

Knight ; but, uponjight of hisjhield, inftantly recolleds himfelf, 

and abafes his fpear. This is very fuitable to his charader, 

and produces an agreeable efre6b. It is further obfervable tl^at 

> his Palmer (his reafon) was then abfent. Church, 
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His tbreatned fpeare, as if fome new miihap 
Had him betide, or hidden danger did entrap ; 

XXVII. 

And cryde, " Mercie, Sir Knight ! and mercie, 
Lord, 
For mine offence and heedeleiffe hardiment. 
That had almofl committed crime abhord, 
And with reprochfuli fhame mine honour 

flient, 
Whiles curfed fteele againfl that Badge I bent, 
The facred Badge of my Redeemers death. 
Which on your fhield is fet for ornament !" 
But his fierce foe his fteed could ftay uneath. 
Who, prickt with courage kene, did cruell bat- 
tell breath. 

XXVIII. 

But, when he heard him fpeake, ftreight way 
he knew 
His errrour ; and, himfelfe inclyning, fayd ; 
*' Ah ! deare fir Guyon, well becommeth you. 

Sir Guyon has been worked up by Archimago, and by 
feeing a Lady in diilrefs, to fight St. George, whom he knew 
at Ihe Court of the Fairy Queen. Thefe were his firll thoughts, 
and fudden refolution; but, upon feeing St. George himfelf 
and his facred badge, his fudden refentinent is (lopped ; and 
he recoUeds that furely he ought to expoflulate, before he 
committed fuch an outrage. This is a very £ne inflance of 
felf-government; namely, by proper recolledion to remove fudden 
refentment, Upton. 

XX VIII. 2. " Aim/e^c inclyning,] Bowing, Thus 

alfo F. Q. V. ix. 34. " To whom Ihe eke inclyning &c." Where 
fee the note* Todd. 

XXVIII. 3. ' well becommeth you,] This is the 
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But me behdveth tather to upbrayd^ 
Wfeofe haftie hami fo far firotti reafon ftrayd,- 
That almoft it did liaynous violence 
On that fayre ymage of that heavenly Mayd, 
That decks and armes your (hield with faire 
defence * 
Yourcourt'fie takeson you anothersdew offence/' 

XXIX. 

So beene they both atone, and doen upreare 
Their bevers bright each other for to greet ; 
G oodly comportaunce each to other beare. 
And entertaine themfelves with court'fies 

meet* 
'Then faid the Redcrofle Knight; " Now 

mote I we^t. 
Sir Guyon, why with fo fierce faliaunce, 

reading of both Spenfer's editions, which the editions of 
Hi^hes, of 1751, 1758, and Upton, adopt. The folio of l6ll 
made the alteration of " ill becommeth you," which Mr. 
^!^rch has admitted into the text, thinking it to be as Spenfer 
gave it; and which he explains, You have no reafon^ I only ought 
to q/k pardon^ &c. Perhaps the poet's meaning is, " Ah ! 
deare Sir Guyon, your behaviour xvell becommeth you ; but me 
it behoveth you roXher to upbrayd/' Todd. 

XXVI II. 8. That decks and sirmes your Jhield] ** Decus et 
tutamen," Virg. JSn, v. 262. In their tilts and tournaments, 
in queen Elizabeth's reign, their impreifes and devices were 
often in honour of their Virgin Queen. One of her courtiers 
made on his fhield a half of the Zodiacke, with Virgo rifing, 
adding. Jam redit et virgo. See Camden's Remains. Upton. 

XXIX. 1 . So beene they bath atone,] That is, friends 
again ; at one, atoned^ reconciled ; in the folios fpelt attone. 

. UPTOlf. 

XXIX. 6. ialiaunce,] AJfault ox folly, f r. 

iaillier. Todd. 
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- And fell intent, ye did at earft me meet ; 

For, fith I know your goodly gauveraaunce. 
Great caufe, I weene^ you guided, oribme in- 
couth cbaunce/' 

XXX. 

** Certes,^' faid he, " well mote 1 fhame to tell 
The fond encheafon that me hefther led. 
A falfe infdmous Faitour late befell 
Me for to meet, that feemed ill befled. 
And play nd of grievous outrage, which he red 
A Knight had wrought againfl: a Lady gent; 
Which to avenge, he to this place me led. 
Where you he made the marke of his intent. 

And now is fled : foule fhame him follow wher 
he went V 

XXXI. 

So can he turne his earned unto game, 

XXIX. 7. atearft] Latehf. So, in T. Q. 

vi. iii. 8, and elfewhere. Church. 

XXX. 1. well mote I fliame^ Well may I be 

-a/hamed. See alfo F. Q. ii. xii. 23, v. iv. 24, and SotmetZ^. 

Church. 
XXX. 2. TIte fond encheafon] The fogUJk occqfion. 

Church. 
Encheafon is accident^ or occafion, Ufed by Gower, fol. xxL 
2. " If that I h2^ encheafon." Uptok. 

XXX. 4. ill betted,] In had plight. See 

alfo the fifty fecond ftanza. Ch u rc h . 

XXXI. 1. So can he turne his earned tmto game,] This 
•familiar phri^ is the language of romance. Seti before, F, Q. 

i. xii. ^. Thus in Bevis of Hampton: 

" And when they were thus fighting, 

" There was eame/t and no gaming/* 
Again ^ " With fwords bright &c 
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Through gpodly handling and wife tempe- 

raunce. 
By this his aged Guide in prefence came ; 
Who, foone as on that Knight his eye did 

glaunce, 
Eftfoones of him had perfe6t cognizaunce, 
Sith him in Faery court he late avizd ; 
Andfaid; " Fayre fonne, God give you happy 

chaunce, 
And that deare Crofle uppon your ihield 

devizd. 
Wherewith above all Knights ye goodly feeme 

aguizd! 

XXXII. 

" loy may you have, and everlafting fame, 
Of late moft hard atchiev'ment by you donne, 
For which enrolled is your glorious name 
In heavenly regefters above the funne, 
Where you a Saint with Saints your feat have 

wonne ! 
But wretched we, where ye have left your 

marke. 



" While they handled both the fame, . 
" There "was enm^ and no gaane/' 
Chaucer alfo has the phrafe, MilL T. 1110. edit. Urr. Can is 
here again ufed by Spenfer for began. Todd. 
. XXXI. 6. " avizd;] Saw. Fr. avifer. 

Church. ; 
So, in F. Q. i. V. 40. " When Jove avizd," Upton. 

XXXI. 9« ^^. aguizd !] Adorned. See tlie 

note ouagvisd, F. Q. ii. vi. 7. Todd. 
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Muft now anew begin like race to roiine* 
God guide thee, Guyon, well to end thy 

warkC) 
-And to the wiflied haven bring thy weary 

barke !'' 

XXXIIL 

" Palmer/' him anfwered the Redcrofle Knight, 
" His be the praife, that this atchiev ment 

wrought, 
Who made my hand the organ of His might ! 
More then goodwill to me attribute nought ; 
For all I did, I did but as I ought. 
But you, faire Sir, whofe pageant next en-* 

fewes. 
Well mote yee thee, as well can wifh your 

thought. 
That home ye may report thrife happy newes ! 
For well ye worthy bene for worth and gentle 
thewes/' 

XXXIV. 

So courteous cong6 both did give and take, 

XXXIII. 7. tTeil mote yee thee,] Thrvoey pro/per. So, in 
F. Q. ii. xi. 17. " Fayre mote he thee/' We find this expref- 
iion oflten in our old poets^ In Douglas's Virgil p. 179- ver. 
54, '^ Sa mote I the/' i. e. So might 1 pro/per. Lidgate in th^ 

ilory of Thebes, fol. 358. ** Or certaine th they (hall never 
thee." Chaucer, p. 173, ed. Urr. " God let him never the." 

Uptok. 

XXXIV. 1. So courteous cong6 6cc*] Leave, See th« note 
onrofig^^ F.Q« ii. iii. 2. TonD< 

s 
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With right hands pUghted> pledges of good 

will. 
Then Guyon forward gan his voyage make 
With his blacke Palmer, that him guided ftill : 
Still he him guided over dale and hill, 
And with bis fteedy ftaffe did point his way; 
His race with reafon, and with words his will, 
From fowle intemperaunce he ofte did ftay, 
And fuffred not in wrath his^ hafty ftepa to ftray. 

XXXV. 

In this faire wize they traveild long yfere, 
Through many hard aflayes which did betide ; 
Of which he honour ftill away did beare, 
And fpred his glory through all cpuntryes 

wide. 
At laft, as chaunft them by a foreft fide 
To pajQTe, for fuccour from the fcorching ray, 
They heard a ruefull voice, that dearnly cride 
With percing fliriekes and many a dolefull lay; 

Which to attend, awhile their forward fteps 

they ftay. 

XXXVI. 

** But if that careleffe hevens,'' quoth flie, 

" defpife 

'yhe doome of iuft revenge, and take delight 

To fee fad pageaunts of mens miferies, 

XXXV. 7. —. that dearnly cride] That cried 

mournfully. See the twte oh dcrnly^ F. Q. iii, i. 14-. Todd. 

XXXVI. 3. To fee fad pageaunts &c.] Pagemits were r€- 
j^efentations of virtues and vices perfonified, and were frequent 
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As bowhd by them to live in lives defpight; 
Yet can they not warne Death from wretched 

wight. 
Come, then; come foone; come^ fweet^ 

Death, to m^, 
And take away this lohg lent loathed light : 
Sharpe be thy wounds, but fweete the medi* 

cines be, 
That long captived foules from weary thral* 

dome free. 

XXXVII. 

" But thou, fweete Babe, whom frowning fro* 
ward fate 
Hath made fad witneffe of thy fathers fall, 
Sith heven thee deignes to Jhold in living ftate. 
Long maift thou live, and better thrive withall 
Then to thy lackleffe parents did befell ! 
Live thou ! and to thy mother dead atteft, 
That cleare (he dide from blemifli crimiQall : 
Thy litle hands embrewd in bleeding brell 

in iibe age. of Spen^sn Compare Shakfp/sare's Tempejl, ". And^ 
like this infubllantial pageant^ faded/' Fagewit here mea&s 

^^acie OT Jhow. In fl. 33, it feeim intended for hijlory ; 
" vihote pageaifit next enfewes." Todd* 
XXXVII. 1. But thou, &icO So all tbe ^editions. And 

-would have beeu better,; and I think Spenfer fo gavi? it ;. only 
the printer's eye miflook the Haxiza, as. in otl^er like inltanci^. 

•SeeF.Q. ii. ui. 37. Church. 

I think that Spenfer intended *< But thou, &c/' It is mor« 

•in his manner, thus to begin an earneft or iaipalfioned fentence. 
Compare ft. 36*, '* But if &c." And Una's addreii to Fidelia, 
F. Q, L X. X6. « But ihe, your fitter deajre, 4ic." ToDi>. 

R 2 
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Loe ! I for pledges leave ! So give me leave to 
reftr 

XXXVIII.. 

With that a deadly fhrieke (he forth did throw 
That through the wood re-echoed againe ; 
And after gave a grone fo deepe and low 
That feemd her tender hart was rent in twaine, 
Or thrild with point of thorough-piercing 

paine : 
As gentle hynd, whofe fides with cruell fteele 
Through launched, forth her bleeding life 

does raine. 
Whiles the fad pang approching ftiee does feele, 
Braies out her lateft breath, and up her eies 

doth feele. 

XXXIX. 

Which when that Warriour heard, difmounting 
fl:rai6l 
From his tall fteed, he ruftit into the thick. 



XXX VII. 9. 3o give me leave to reft /] This flic 

fays, ftabbing herfelf, " fic, fie juvat ire fub umbras/' lik© Dido 
in Virgil. Upton. 

XXXVIII. 7. — • forth her bleeding life does rainej As 
the flricken hind does raine forth^ i.e. does pour forth^ like 
drops of rain, her bleeding l^e. He calls the blood pouring 
from her, her bleeding life. So Virgil, ^n. ix. 349. " Furpu- 
ream vomit ille ammam," Upton. 

XXXVIII. 9. Brcdes out &c.] She fhould have been in* 
ferted before braies out. T. Warton. 

XXXIX. 2. into Me thick,] The thicket. 

The fame expreflion and correfponding rhyme, as Mr. Church 
alfo has noticed, occur in the Shep, CaL .March, ver. 73. 
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And foone arrived where that fad Pourtraict 
Of death and dolour lay, halfe dead, halfe 

' quick; 
In whofe white alabailer breft did ftick 
A cruell knife that made a griefly wownd, 
From which forth guftit a ilream of gore* 

blood thick, 
That all her goodly garments ftaind arownd, 
And into a deepe fanguine dide the grafly 

grownd. 

XL. 

PitifuU fpe6i;acle of deadly fmart, 

Belide a bubling fountaine low flie lay. 
Which fhee increafed with her bleeding hart. 
And the cleane waves with purple gore did 

ray: 
Als in her lap a lovely Babe did play 
His cruell fport, in (lead of forrow dew ; 
For in her ilreaming blood. he did embay 
His litle hands, and tender ioints embrew : 

PHifuU fpe6tacle, as ever eie did vew J 



" Tho, peeping clofe into the thicke, 
" Mi^ht fee the moving of feme quicke 
" Whofe fhape appeai:ed not :" 
Where quicke means living creature. So, in the Apoftles Creed, 
" the quick and the dead." Todd. 

XXXIX. 4. Of death and dolour] See alfo F. Q. ii. vii. 23, 
ij, viii. 7. The fecond edition reads " Of death and labour^' 
ivhich many later editions have followed. Church. 

XL, 4. did ray ;] Dejile. See the 

note o» ray, F, Q. vi. iv. 23. Todd. 
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XLI. 

B^fides them both, upon the foiled gt^^ 

The dead corfe of an armed Knight was fpred, 
Whofe armour all vrith blood befprincled was j 
Hi^ yuddy lips did fmyle, and i^ofy re4 
Did paint bis cheiarefull cheekes, yett beings 

ded ; 
Seemd to have beene a goodly perfotiage, 
Now in his frelheft flowre of luftyhed, - 
!lFitt to inflame faire Lady with loves rage, 

But that fiers fate did crop the bloffome of his 
^ge, 

XLil. 

Whom when the good Sir Guy on did beholdj^ 
His hart gan wexe as ftarke as marble ftone, 
And bis frefh blood did frieze with fearefuU 

cold. 
That all his fenctes feemd berefte attoiie : 
At laft his mighty ghoft gan deepe to grohe, 
As lion, grudging in his great difdaine, 
Mournes inwardly, and maizes tp himfelfi^ 

mone ; 
Til ruth and fraile afFe6ilon did conftraine 
fjis flout courdge to ftoupe, and (hew his in^ 

w^rd paine, - • 

XLli. 9, $Iis ftout cpurige] The folios, and Hughes, difr 
Jikitig thjB accent on the fecoud fyllable of courAge, have thought 
pt6pfdT tp read courage j^out. But they appear to have for- 
gotten that, in the vfsry i^ext capto, ft, 38> acCorage is accente4 



xun. 

Out of her gored wound the cruell fteel 

He lightly fniatcbty and did the floodgate ftop 
With his faire garment : then gan foftly feel 
Her feeble pulfe, to prove if any drop 
Of living blood yet in hex veyne^ did hop : 
Which when he felt to move, he hoped faire 
To call backe life to her forfaken fliop : 
So well he did her deadly \V^ound3 repaire, 

^hat at the lafl: (hee gan to breath out living aire. 

XLIV. 

Which he perceiving, greatly gan reioice. 
And goodly counfell, that for wounded hart 
Is meeteft medicine, tempred with fweete 

voice ; 
" Ay me ! deare Lady, which the ymage art 
Of ruefuU pitty and impatient fmart, 
What direfuU chaunce armd with avenging 

fate, 
Or curfed hand, hath plaid this cruell part. 
Thus fowle to haften your untimely date ? 
Speake, O dear Lady, fpeake; help never 

comes too late/' 

with tbe idus on the laft fyllable. The rhyme, however, has 
there prevented fuch arbitrary alteration; and might have 
ferved indeed as an ufeful hint to haily emendators; more 
efpecially alfo, if they had deigned to confult Chaucer, ProL 
C. T. 11. 

". So priketh hem nature in hir cordges ; 

*^ Th^ longen folk to gon on pilgrimages, &c/^ Todb. 

B. 4 
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XLV. 

Therewith her dim eie-lids (he up gan rea|e^ 
On which the drery Death did fitt as iid 
As lump of lead, and made darke clouds ap-* 

peare: 
But when as him, all in bright armour clad. 
Before her (landing (he efpied had, 
As one out of a deadly dreame aifiright, 
She weakely ftarted, yet fbe nothing drad : 
Streight downe againe herfelfe in great deA 
pight 

She groveling threw to ground) as hating life 

and light, 

XLVJ, 

The gentle Knight her foone with carefull 

paine 
Uplifted light, and foftly did uphold ; 
Thrife he her re?ird^ and tbrife ihe funck 

againe, 

XliV. 1. Therewith her dim eie-lids Jke up gan reare^ 'Tis 
very likely that Spenfer had before him that fine paflage in 
Virgil, wherein he defcribep Dido, having flabbed herfelf, juft 
ftrugglipg with life ; 

** Ilia graves oculos conata attpllere rutfus 
" Deficit — oculifq; errantibus alto 
^ " Quaefivit ccelo lucem, &c/' 

Thrife he her reard, and thrife Jhe funck againe^ 
** l^r fefe adtollens, cubitoq; adnixa levavit, 
" Ter revoluta toro eft." Upton. 

XLV. 2. • > 1 — '. i as fad] As heavy. So, in 

F- Q. ii. viii. 30. ** His hand, more fad then lump of lead.'' 

Todd. 
JCLVI, I. ., M ■ . - , paine] Labour. Fn Church, 
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Till he his armes about her fides gan fold. 

And to her faid ; " Yet, if the ftony cold 

Have not all feized on your frozen hart. 

Let one word fall that may your grief unfold, 

And tell the fecrete of your mortall fmart : 

He oft finds prefent helpe, who does his griefe 

impart/' 

XLVir. 

Then, cafl:ing up a deadly looke, full low 
She figh't from bottome of her wounded breft ; 
And, after many bitter throbs did throw. 
With l^)s full pale and foltring tong oppreft, 
Thefe words (he breathed forth from riven 

cheft; 
^' Leave, ah I leave off, whatever wight thou 

bee. 
To lett a weary wretch from her dew reft. 
And trouble dying foules tranquiUtee ; 
Take not away now got, which none would give 

to me/' 

XLVIII. 

" Ah ! far be it," faid he, " deare Dame, fra 
mee. 
To hinder foule from her defired reft, 
Or hold fdd life in long captivitee : 

XLVII. 3. Andy after &c.] And, after fhe had throbbed 
bitterly, &c. Church. 

XLVII. 7. To lett] Hinder, as in II Thef. iu 1. " Only 
he, who now Ictteth, will lett, until he be taken out of the way.*^ 

Todd, 
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For, all I feeke, is but to have redreft 
The bitter pangs that doth your heart infefi. 
Tell then, O Lady, tell what fetall priefe 
Hath with fo huge misjfbrtune you oppreft ; 
That I may caft to comp^^; youif reliefe. 
Or die with you in forrow, and partake your 
grieie. 

XLIX. 

With feeble hands then ftretched forth on hye, 
As heven accufing guilty of her death. 
And with dry drops congealed in her eye. 
In thefe fad wordes fhe fpent her utmoft breath ; 
" Heare then, O Man, the forrowes that 

uneath 
My tong can tell, fo far all fence they pas ! 
Loe ! this dead corpfe, that lies here under- 
neath. 
The gentleft Knight, that ever on greene gras 

Gay fteed with fpurs did pricke, the good Sir 

Mordant was : 

L. 
** Was, (ay the while, that he is not fo now !) 
My Lord, my Love, my deare Lord, my 

,deare Love, 
So long as hevens iuft with equall brow 
Vouchfafed to behold us from above. 
One day, when him high corage did emmove, 

XLVIII. 8. caft] Confider htm. See alfo the 

fifty fecond ftanza. Church. 



/(( 
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(As wont ye Knightes to feeke adventures 

wilde,) 

He pricked forth his put^unt force to prove, 

Mc then he left enwombied of this chikle, 

This Irntkhs childe, whom thus ye fee with blood 

defild. 

IJ. 
Him fortuned (hard fortune ye may gheffe !) 

To come, where vile j^crafia doies wonne ; 

Acraiia, a falfe Enchauntereflfe, 

That many errant Knightes have fowle for- 

donne ; 

Within a wandring Ifland, that doth ronne 

And ftray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is : 

Fayre Sir, if ever there ye travel!, Ihonne 

The curfed Jand where many wend amis. 

And know it by the name ; it hight the Bowre 

of Bits. 

LII. 

** Her blis is all in pleafure, and delight, 
" Wherewith Ihe makes her lovers dronken 
mad; 



LI. 8. The cnrfed land] Spenfer wrote, I believe, ** Tkat 
curfed land." This ilory is finely introduced : 'Twas againft 
this very Enchantrefs, that our Knight's adventure was in- 
tended. Upton. 

LII. 2. Wherewith Jht makes her lovers dronken madi\ See 
Jer, li. 7. " Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's 
hand, that made all the earth drunken; the nations have 
drunken of her wine ; therefore the nations are madJ' See 
ftlib Rev. xiv. 8, xvii. 4. Todd. 
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And then with words^and weedes, of wondrous 

might, 
On them (he workes her will to ufes bad : 
My liefefl Lord (he thus beguiled had ; 
For he was flefti : (all flefti doth frayltie breed !) 
Whom when I heard to beene fo ill beftad, 
(Weake wretch) I wrapt myfelfe in palmers 

weed, 
And caft to feek him forth through danger and 

great dreed. 

LII. 8. in palmers weedj Knights and 

Ladies, difguifed in painters xoeedsy are often to be found in 
romance and old Englidi poetry. Thus^ in Bevis of Hampton^ 
Sabere tells his Son Terry, whom he is about to fend into the 
** Sarafins land/' in fearch of Bevis : 

" Palmers weed thou fhalt weare, 
" So maift thou better of him heare." 
AfterWards, Bevis himfelf, meeting with a palmer, thus ad« 
drefles him : 

" Palmer, he faid, doe me fome fauour; 
Giue thou me thy weed. 
For my cloathing, and for my deed." 
So, in 4he Hift. of K. Leir, l605. 

' " we will go di^uifde in palmers weeds^ 

" That no man fliall miftruft us what we are/' 
Milton has beautifully defcribed the Evening, " like a fad 
votana in palmers weeds," Com. ver. I89. Drayton tells us 
what thefe weeds were ; for he defcribes the " palmer poore in 
homely nijet clad," Polyolb. S. xii. p. 198. ed. l622. There is 
a propriety to be noticed' in the circumftance of heroes and 
heroines aifuming the palmers weed ; becaufe a palmer differed 
from a pilgrim in this refpedk, among others ; namely, the 
pilgrim travelled to some certain place: the palmer to 
ALL, and not to any one in particular. See Blount's 
Gloffography. Hence the expedation of finding thofe f 
whom they were in fearch, led knights and ladies to bee ^ 
palmers. See Sabere's remark in the couplet already cit ^^^ 
" So maijl thou better of him heare:' Todd/ » 
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Liir. 

** Now had feyre Cynthia by even touriies 
Full meafured three quarters of her yeare, 
And thrice three tymes had fild her crooked 

homes, 
Whenas my wombe her burdein would for* 

beare, 
And bad me call Lucina to me neare, 
Lucina came : a manchild forth I brought : 
The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, my 

midwives, weare : 
Hard help at need ! So deare thee, Babe, I 

bought ; 
Yet nought too dear I deemd, while fo my deare 

I fought. 

LIV. 

" Him to I fought ; and fo at lad I fownd. 
Where him that Witch had thralled to her 

will. 
In chaines of luft and lewde defyres ybownd. 
And fo transformed from his former {kill, 



LIII. 4. Whenas my wombe her burdein vxntld forbeare,] 
That is, ni bear any longer. For, in compoiition, gives the 
word a contrary fenfe, as iwedjf for-fwear ; donQ, fordone ; i. e. 
undone \ bid, forbid. Upton. 

LII 1. 6. The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, my midwives, weare ;] 
That isy the woods were my chambers ; the nymphs, my mid- 
wives. Church. 

The pregnant heroines of romance are often delivered in 
folitary forefts, without alliftance ; and the child, thus born, 
generally proves a Knight of moft extraordinary puiflance. . 

T. Wartox. 
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That me he knew not, nether his owne ill ; 
Till, throogh wife handling and faii^ go«* 

vernaunce, 
I him recured to a better will, 
Purged from drugs of fowle interapraunce : 
Then meanes I gan devife for his deUverance. 

LV. 

" Which when the vile Enchaunterefle permv'd. 
How that my Lord from her I would reprive. 
With cup thus charmd him parting (he de- 

ceivd ; 
I Sad Verfe, give deatb to him that death does 

give, 
* And loffe of love to. her that loves to live, 
' So foone as Bacchus with the Nymphe does 

lincke !' 



LI v. 5. That me he knew not, nether his owne ill ;] Such 
are the fatal effeds of intemperance on the conllitution, 
by extinguifhing the phyfical and intelledtial powers ; ending 
often in fome mental diforder, or bringing on that frenzy which 
•terminates in fuicide. Boyd. 

From this moral painting Milton transferred a feature or 
two to the beguiled and befotted travellers in Comus ; who, 
having drunk the enchanter's potion, loft the human fliape, yet 
'*^ not once perceiv4Bd their foul disfiguroiK^nt." Let the young 
and liioughtlefs turn often to thefe juft and impreffive defcrip^ 
tions of our two nobleft poets ; to the^e Jtrains of' higher moo4; 
and they will dafh, with indignation, the poifoned chalice of 
INTEMPEHANCB to the ground. TODX). 

LV. 6. So foofie as Bacchus with the Nymphe does lincke f] 
Nauficles, drinking to Calafiris in a glafs of pure water, ufes 
the following expreffion ; " L drink to you the nymphs that 
are pure and unlinked with Bacchus,'' x^afa^ tjk vvfUfaq k^ 
«xcivMvi9T«( TV AtQviiffit. Heliodof. Mthiop, L. v. p. 234. 

Upton, 
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So parted we, and on our iourney dri^e ; 
Till, coming to this well, l^ ftoupt to dnncke : 
The charme fulfild, dead fuddeinly he d^wne 
did fincke. 

LVL 

" Which when I, wretch'' — Not one word more 

{he fayd. 
Bat breakiHg off the end for want of breath. 
And flyding foft, 9& downe to fle^pe her layd. 
And ended all her woe ia quiet death. 
That feeing, good Sir Guyon could luneath 
From teares abdayne ; for griefe his hart did 

grate. 
And from fo heavie fight his head did wreath, 
Accufing fcwtune, and too cruell fa:te, 
Which plonged had faire Lady in fo wretched 

ftate: 

LVII. 

Then, turning to his Palmer, faid ; " Old fyre, 
Behold the ymage of mortalitie, 
And feeble nature cloth'd with fleMy tyre ! 
When raging Paffion with fierce tyranny 

The meaning of Spenfer's terfe is, So foon as this wine ihaU 
, mix with wa^er. Church. 

Pr€^bly, by the mortal letrtence being executed when 
Bacchus with the Nymph does link, may be meant one yery 
common efTed of intemperance, viz. dropfical complaints^. 

Boyd. 

LVII. 3. ^Jbl^ tyre !] The judicious 

reader will fee that this ftanza is ill pointed in every formei; 
edition. By a different pointing, I have endeavoured to fet 
thefe fine refle^lions iu a juft light. Church. 
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Robs Reafon of her dew regalitiej 
And makes it fervaunt to her bafeft part; 
The ftrong it weakens with infinnitie, 
And with bold furie armes t^e weakeft hart : 
The ftrong through pleafure fooneft falles, the 
weake through fmart/' 

LVIII. 

" But Temperaunce/' faid he, " with golden fquire 
Retwixt them both can meafure ou^ a meane ; 
Nether to melt in pleafures whott deiyre. 
Nor frye in hartlefle griefe and dolefull tene : 

LVIII. 1. But Temper aunce^ faid he, with golden fquire] 
Square, fpelt fquire for the fake of the rhyme. As workmen 
examine their work by a fquare, fo philofophers have certain 
rules, by which they compare a^ons. Horace frequently 
alludes to thefquare and rule of adion. Thus, Sat. i. iii. 7S. 

" Ponderibus modulifque fuis ratio utitur? — " 
vAgaiu, Sat. 1. iiL 118. 

" Adfit 

** Regula, peccatis quae poenas inroget aequas.^' 
Again, Sat. i. i. 10^. 

'^ £(l modus in rebus, funt certi deuique fines, 
*^ Quos ultra citraque nequit confiftere redtum.'' 
And Epijt. i, xviii. 9. 

*^ Virtus eft medium vitiorum, et utrimque redudom.^' 
Hence our poet, '* Thrife happie man who fares them both 
atweene/' Upton. 

Chaucer ufes Jquires and not fquar€9 in his A/trolakie^ a 
work in profe, p^ 441. Church. 

LVIII. 2. ■ ■ a meane ;] Alluding to 

the Golden Mean. Church. 

LVIII. 3. •■ — - whott] Hot, fpeltwAo^ in the 

old editions of the Bible, and fo pronounced to this day in the 
Weft of England. Upton. 

. LVIII. 4. if or frye] So all the editions. The oppofition 
requires that it (hould be frieze, as in ft. 42, or frize, as in 
F. Q. vi. X. 33. Church. 



Thrife happy man, who fares them both 

atweene ! 

Bat fith this wf6tched woman overcome 

Of anguifh, rather then of crime, hath bene, 

Refei've her caufe to her eternall doome ; 

And, in the meane, vouchfafe her honorable 

toombe/' 

LIX/ 

" Palmer,^^ quoth he, " death is an eqUall dodme 
To good and bad, the common In of reft ; 
But after death the tryall is to come^ 
When beft {hall bee to them that lived beft: 
But both alike, when death hath bothfuppreft. 
Religious reverence doth burial teene ; 
Which whofo wants, wants fo niuch of his reft : 
For all fo greet (hame after death I weene, 

As felfe to dyen bad, unburied bad to beene* 

LX. 

So both agree their bodies to engrave : 



LIX. 6. ■"' '■• ' ' — *- doth huriall teene (\ Affords the 

.iqelancholy rites of bu riaL C H u R c 11 . 

Teen is ufed fubftantively for trouble^ fiirnng^ provoking, &e. 
and as a verb in Chancer, Teft. of Lffvey p* 505* ed* Urr. 
" O ! good God, why tempt ye me and tene with fuch manner 
fpeche ?*' Again, p-. 481* ** Thy comming both gladdith and 
tenet h,'^ Religious reverence, therefore, doth teene, i. e. ^ir 
up, occqfion burial to both alike (good and bad) when death 
hath fuppreft both. Upton* 

LIX* 8. For all fo greet Jhame'] That is, For I imagine it 
altogether as great a (hame after death unburied bad to beetle^ 
as for a man's felf to dyen hul^ Upton. 

LX. l» • ' ■■ ^ -** to engrave :] Bury, as in 

F- Q» i. X. 42^ Ch(;rch, 

VOX,. Ill, a 
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The great earthes wombe they open to the iky, 
And with lad cyprefle feemely it embrave ; 
Then, covering with a clod their clofed eye. 
They lay therein their corfes tenderly, 
And bid them fleepe in everlafting peace. 
But, ere they did their utmoft obfequy. 
Sir Guy on more afFe6lion to increace, 
Pynempt a facred vow, which none (hould ay 
releace. 

LXI. 

The dead Knights fword out of his (heath he 
drew, 
With which he cutt a lock of all their heare, 

LX 3. And with {sid cypreKe feemelif it emhr&ve;'] Decorate 
it with ftrewments oi funeral cyprejjey as be calls the tree, 
F. Q i. i. 8. Todd. 

LX. 6. And bid tliemjleepe in everlafting peace.] An alluiion 
to the folemn Requiems, formerly fung at burials; and to the 
wi(h, fo often found on monumental Infcriptions, Requie/cat in 
pace. See The Ruines of Time, ft. 8. And Sbakfpeare, de- 
fcribing Ophelia's maimed rites : 

" We (hould profane the fervice of the dead, 
" To ftng a requiem, andfuch reft to her 
" As to peace-parted fouls." Todd. 
LX. 9. fiynempt] DtBated, ox named; irambe andiieMp^ 
See Chaucer, Squ. T. 10632. ed. Tyrwhitt. 

*^ Ye moten nempm him to what plac^ alfo, 
^' Or to what contree that you lift to ride/' Todd. 
LXL 1. The dead Knights fisord out of hisjheath he drew. 
With which he cutt a lock of uU their hmre,] This 
feems an allufipn to the cuflom of cutting off a lock of hair of 
dying perfons^ which was looked on as a kind of offermg to 
the infernal deities. Juno Orders Iris to perforfia this office to 
Dido, Virg. Mn. vi. 694. And, in the Alexis of EuripideSi 
Death fays he is come to perforpii this office to AlcelUs. Therv 
was likewife another ceremony, which was for the jfriends and 
relations of the deceafed to cut off their own. hair, and tO^ 






CANTO I. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 259 

Which medling with their blood and earth he 

threw 
Into the grave, and gan devoutly fweare ; 
" Such and fuch evil God on Guyon reare, 
And worfe and worfe, young Orphane, be thy 

payne, 
If I, or thou, dew vengeaunce doe forbeare, 
Till guiltie blood her guerdon doe obtayne V — 
So, (bedding many teares, they closd the earth 

agayne. 



fcatter it upon the dead corfe. " Nee traxit caefas per tua 
membra comas." Confol. ad Liv. ver» 9^. Upton. 

LXI. 3. WMch medling] Mixing the hair &:c. Fr. mekr, 
Soy in the Skep. Cal. April : 

" The red rofe nitdled with the white yfere." 
Again, in May: 

'* Thus medled his talk with many a tear.' 
So Chaucer, p. 344. edit. Urr. 

" O ! who could writin 

^' How mcdlith (he his blode with her complaint.'' 

Church. 
LXI. 8. Till guiltie Mood her guerdon doe obta^ne.]^ That is, 
Till blood-guiltinefs has her reward. Sir Guyon afterwards 
deilroys the enchantments of Acrafia, the caufe of all this woe. 

Upton. 



» 
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260 TH£ FAERIE QUEENJU BOQK XI* 



CANTO 11. 

Babes bloody handes may not be cknsd* 

The face of Golden Meane : 
HerJi/ierSi Two Extremities, 

Strive her to banijh cleane. 

I. 
THUS when Sir Gujon with his faithful Guyde 

Had with dew rites and dolorous lament 

The end of their fad tragedie.uptyde. 

The litle Babe up in his armes he hent ; 

Who with fweet pleafaunce, and bold blan- 

dilhment, 
Gan fmyle on them, that rather ought to 

weepe, 
As carelefle of his woe, or innocent 



Arg. 1. ' may not be clensd.'] That is, 

cannot he cleanied. See ft. 10. CuuacH. 

May for can, as well as might for cat^d^ repeatedly occurs in 
the rom2Lnce Hift, of King Arthur, Todd. 

Arg. 2. The face of Golden Meane:] Inilead of " the 
facej\ I believe Spenfer wrote, " the place/' i, e. cattle. GaU. , 
placcy fortrefs, Ricbelet. See below, ft. 12, which proves the 
corredion. Upton. 

Perhaps face here means the form^ the reprefintation^ of 
Medina. The Fr. face is thus interpreted by Cotgrave. The 
fourteenth and fifteenth ftanzas countenance the original read- 
ing^iice in this fenfe. Todd. 

1. 4. he hent ;] Seized, took hold of. 

Sax. hende. L&U prehendere, Todd. 
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Of that was doen ; that ruth emperced deepe 

In that Knightes hart, and wordes with bitter 

teares did fteepe r 

II. 
" Ah ! luckleife Babe, borne under cruell ftarre, 

And in dead parents balefull afties bred. 

Full little weeneft thou what forrowes are 

Left thee for porcion of thy livelyhed ; ^ 

Poore Orphane ! in the wide world fcattered. 

As budding braunch rent from the native tree. 

And throwen forth, till it be withered ! 

Such is the ftate of men ! Thus enter we 

Into this life with woe, and end with miferee V 

III. 

Then, foft himfelfe inclyning on his knee 
Downe to that well, did in the water weene 
(So love does loath difdainefull nicitee) 
His guiltie handes from bloody gore to cleene : 

II. ^. And in dead parents balefull ajhes bred^ Alluiion to 
thepboenixy but inaccurately. T. Wart6n. 

li. 8. Such is thejate qfmai !] Shakfpeare, after the fame 
beautiful manner, makes Wolfey, from receding on his owil 
felly turn at once his refiedions on the (late of man ; and this 
he does in Spenfer's very words : 

** This is the Jt ate of man ; to day he puts forth 
** The tender leaves of hopes, &c.'' Upton. 

III. 4. His guiltie handes]. Mull we read guiltlejjef or 
rather interpret it, innocently, unknowingly guilty ; guilty by 
parental crimes. See the fortieth and forty firil flanzas of the 
laft canto. Upton, 

Mr. Boyd, th^ learned and elegant tranllator of Dante, ap- 
pears to favour the opinion, which Mr. Upton has given, of 
, guilty by parental crimes : For, in his remarks to me on this 
paflage^ he fays that '^ the poet feems here to mean, by the 

s3 
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* ■ ' , ■ ■ • ■ ■ 

He waftit them oft and oft, yet nought they 

beene 
For all his wafliing cleaner : Still he ftrove ; 
Yet ftill the litle hands were bloody leene : 
The which him into great amazement drove. 
And intodiverfe doubthis wavering wonder clove. 

IV. 

He wift not whether blott of fowle offence 
' Might not be purgd with water nor with bath; 
Or that High God, in lieu of innocence^ 
Iniprinted had th^t tokein of His wratii. 
To ihew how fore bloodguiltineiTe He hat'th ; 

bloody hands of the child, that dilpenfation of Providence which 
not only vifits tl>e fins of the parents upon the diildren, but 
often continues the fame habitudes, difpofitions, and propen- 
lities in families from one generation to another* Experience 
fully proves that fucb, in general, is the, ftate of things in this 
fceue of probation." Todd- 

IV. 1. He wiji not whether blott of fqtosle qfencp 

Might not be purgd with water &c,] Compare 
Macbeth's remark, after he has murdered the king : 
^ . ** Will all great Neptune's oce^n waih this blood 

" Clean from my hand ? No — ** 
And Lady Macbeth's fpeech ; " Qut, damn'd fppt!— What, 
^ill thefe hands ne'er be clean ?" Todd. 

IV. 3. — ' ■ in lieu of i^nocen^e^ So all the 

editions. I think the poet gave, " in love of innocence/' that 
is, as a proof how much h^ loved and regarded innocence. 
So, in F. Q. iii. viii. 29. " So much High God doth inno- 
Qepce embrace !" Church, 

IV. 5. — — .. ■ ' — bloodguiltinefle] We meet with 

Uoodguiltinejje again in 11. 30, and again in F. Q. ii. vii. 19. 
This is a word w-bich would have been ranked among Speufer*s 
obfolete terms, had it not been accidentally preferved to us in 
the tranflation of the Pfalms ufed in our Liturgy, and by that 
means rendered familiar. ^' DeUver iQe frpm blood'guiltinefs, 
O God," P/fl/. li. 14. T. Warton. 
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Or that the charme and veneme, which they 

dronck, 
Their blood with fecret filth infefted hath, 
Being diiFuied through the fencelefs tronck 
That, through the great contagion, direful 

deadly ftonck. 

V. • 

Whom thus at gaze the Palmer gan to bprd 

With goodly reafon, and thus feyre befpake ; 

" Ye bene right hard amated, gratious Lord, 

And of your ignorance great merveill make. 

Whiles caufe not well conceived ye miftake. 

But know, that fecret vertues are infufd 

In every fountaine, and in everie lake, 

' Which, who hath ikill them rightly to have 

chufd. 

To proofe of paffing wonders hath full often ufd : 

VI. 

^* Of thofe, fome were fo from their Iburfe indewd 
By great dame Nature, from whofe fruitfuU 

imp 
Their welheads fpring, and are with moifture 

deawd; 
Which feeds each living plant with liquid fap. 
And fiUes with flowres feiyre Floraes painted 

lap: 

V. 1. to bord] Accojtj or addrefs. 

See the note on bord, F. Q. ii. xii. l6. Todd. 

V. 3. — ' amated,] Perplexed, Fr. amati. 

See note on amated F. Q. iii. xi. 2U Todd. 

s 4 . 
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But other fome, by guifte of later grace. 
Or by good prayers, or by other hap, 
Had vertue pourd into their waters bace. 
And thenceforth were renpwmd, and fought 
from place to place, 

VII. 

<* Such is this well, wrought by occafion ftraunge. 
Which to her nymph befell Upon a day;. 

As fhe the woodes with bow and ihaftes did 

< 

raunge. 
The hartleffe hy nd and roebucke to difmay, 
Dan Faunus chaunft to meet her by the way. 
And, kindling fire at her faire^burning eye. 
Inflamed was to follow beauties cbace. 
And chaced her, that faft from him did fly ; 
As hynd from her, fo flie fled from her enimy, 

♦* At laft, when fay ling breath began to faint. 
And faw no meanes to feape ; of fliaine affrayd. 
She fet her downe to weepe for fore conftraint ; 
And, to Diana calling lowd for ayde, 

VII. 7. ' • " ■ ' — '-^ ^-r-^ clidce,] The rhyme requires 

fome other word ; but I am at a lofs to fay what. Church. 

The ingenious editor of Jonfon's Sad Shepherd conjedlures, 
that it Oiould be ray ; which, he acutely remarks, tba pre- 
feeding line countenances, Topp, 

VIII. 1. At lajiy Tvhenfaylwg breath &c,2 Bomewhat like 
the flory of Arethufa iu Ovid, Met, v. 6 J 8. 

" Fefl'a labore fugae, Fer opem, depreudimur, inquam, 

•* Armigerae, Di^ynna, tuae — :- 

" Mota dea eft/' Jortin. 

' yiJI. 3. conftraint;] Unec^n^s^ 

3ee tlie note on conftraint^ F. Q, i. i- 53. Chv|IC|I. 
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Her deare befought to let her die a mayd. 
The goddefle heard; and fuddeine, where 

flie fate >. 

Welling out ftreames of teares, and quite 

difraayd 
With ftony feare of that rude ruftick mate, 
Transformd her to a ftone from ftedfaft Virgins 

ftdte, 

IX. 

" Lo ! now ftie is that StQne ; from- wbofe two 

heads, 
As from two weeping eyes, frefti ftreames da 

flow, 
Yet colde through feare ind old conceiwd 

dreads : 
And yet the Stone her femblance feemes to 

a 

(how, 
Shapt like a Maide, that fuch ye may her 

know; 
And yet her vertues in her water byde : 

VIII. 6. ————— and^fuddetne^ &c.] The conftrudion 
18, And fuddenly, from ftedfaft Virgin's ftate, transformed her 
to a ftone t» the jdace where ftie &t, &c. Church. 

VIII. 9. Transformed her to a ftone from ftedfaft Virgins ftate,] 
Stedfafty i. e. in which ftate /he purpofed ftedfaftly to continue. 
Thus the requeft of Diana to her father was, Callim. In Dian. 6. 

Ao$ /Aoi nAP8£NIHN AinNIO.V, afnex, ^>Mr<riw. 
And the requeft of Daphne, 

/' Da m\\n perpstiidy genitor chariftime, dixit, 
" Virginitate frkii." Uptow. 

IX. 3. Yet] That is, ^7/. So yet fignifies in the fourth 
and fixth lines alfo. Chuach. 

IX. 6. And yet her vertues &c.] T^e poet perhaps had in 
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For it is chafte and pure as pureft fnow, 
Ne lets her waves with any filth be dyde ; 
But ever, like herfelfe, unftayned hath beene 
tryde. 

X. 

" Prom thence it comes, that this Babes bloody 
hand ^ 
May not be clenfd with water of this well : 
Ne certes, Sir, ftrive you it to withftand. 
But let them ftill be bloody, as befell, 
That they his mothers innocence may tell. 
As (he bequeathd in her laft teftament ; 
That, as a facred fymbole, it may dwell 
In her fonnes flefh, to mind revengement, 

And be for all chafte Dames an endlefle moni- 

9 

ment/' 



mind the Legend of St. Wenefrede, to the circumftances of 
whofe Well this part of his ftory bears fome little refemblance. 
See the I^ife and Miracles of St, Wenefrede^ Lond. 1713. And 
more particularly Drayton's defcription, in his Folyolhion^ of 
this fair Virgin ; 

*' Whofe waters to this day as perfe^ are and cleere, 
** As her delightfull ^s in their foil beauties were ; 
" A Virgin while fhe liu'd ; chalte Winifred : who cbofe, 
^ Before her mayden gem (he forcibly would lofe, 
'^ To haue her harmleffie life by the leud rapter fpilt, &cc*' 

Todd. 
X. 7. T^d^y ^ a facred fymbole,] So, in his View if Ireland: 
^' The Irifh under Oneal cry, Landerg^abo^ that- is &e bloody^ 
handj which is Oneals badge.'' See alfo the n^xt ftanza. That 
the rebellion of the Oneals is imaged in this q>ifode, who 
drazik fo deep of the charm and venom of Acraiia, I make no 
doubt myfelf. Compare Camden'» account Of the rebeUion 
Qf the Iriih Oneals. ^Jpton. 
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XL 

He hearkned to his reafoa ; and the childe 
Uptaking^ to the Palmer gave to beare ; 
,But his fad fathers ariries with hlood defilde, 
An heavie load, himfelfe did lightly reare ; 
And turning to that place, in which whyleare 
. He left his loftie fleed with golden fell 
Aad gpodiy gorgeous barbes, him found not 

tbeare: 
Bj otjier aecidiieat, tha^ earft befell, 
He ,^ CQiavaide; but how, or where, here fits 
not tell. 

XXL 

Which when Sir Guyon fa w, all were he wroth, 
Yet algates mote he foft himfelfe appeafe, 
And fairely fare on foot, however loth : 
His double burden did him fore difeafe. 
So, long they traveiled with litle eafe. 
Till that at laft they to a Caftie came. 



XL, 6, with golden fell 

And goodly gorgeous barbesj Sell is faddk, Fr. 
fiUe. And barbe is alfo f r. See Cotgrave, " Barbc^ that part 
of a borfes nether iaw w^iereon the curbe doth reft." We may 
therefore call the port's barbeSf bits or bridl^. The expreilion, 
** barbed fleeds/' occurs more than once m Shakfpeare ; and 
is interpreted, in a general fenfe, ^' ^eedsfurui/hed with armour 
or warlike trappiftgs" The war-horfe of rom^l^ce, however, 
i^ particularly noticed for his ^ri(f^; Orlando's horfe, as Mr. 
Upton bas obii^rved, being called, as well as Sir Guyon's, 
Brigliadore. Mr. Upton propofes to read bardea ; which, how* 
ever, appears to be nearly fynpnimous (and therefore the 
change is n^dlefs) with barbes. See Cotgrave^ '^ Barde^ barbed 
or trapped, as a great horfe." Todd.^ 
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Built on a rocke adioyning to the feas : 
It was an auncient worke of dntique feme. 
And wondrous firong by nature and by Ikilfull 
firame. 

XIII. 

Therein three Sifters dwelt of fundry fort. 
The children of one fyre by mothers three ; 
Who, dying whylome, did divide this fort 
To them by equall fhares in equall fee : 
But ftryfiiU mind and diverfe qualitee 
Drew them in partes, and each made others 

foe : 
Still did they ftrive and daily difagree ; 
The eldeft did againft the youngeft goe. 

And both againft the middeft meant to worken 
woe. 



XII. 8. ■ fame,] This is the reading of 
Spenfer's fecond edition. He firft readsyrflwe, which Mr. Church 
follows, but, at the fame time, admits that fame feems to be 
right, and that auncient work and antique frame are fyuonimous 
expreffions. He is alfo inclined to think the poet gave, *' fin 

' antique worke of auncient fame ;" as, in his Protkalamiofif " An 
houfe of auncient fame.** Mr. Upton notices the (imilatr errour 
of fame for frame, in F. Q. i. x. 59> and here reads fame. 
Tonfon's edition of 1758 rightly follows this amendment. 

Todd. 

XIII. 2. The children of one fyre by mothers three ;] The 
three different mothers, I interpret from Plato to bo thofe three 
parts, which he appropriates to the foul, Aotitix^, from whom 
was bom Medina ; and EvtOvjiAirnxi}, and QvfAnrnA, from whont 
were born the other ttoo wayward and fro ward ^er*. See Plat^ 
lUpub. L. iv, p. 489, L» ix. p. 680, edit. Steph. Who is the 
one fyre that a^ls upon thefe three powers of the Soul? Is it 
not Mind ? Uptok. 



CANTO II. THE FAERIE QUEEN E. , 269 

xiy. 
Where when the Knight arrived, he was right 
well 
ReceivM, as Knight of fo much worth became. 
Of fecond Sifter, who did far excell 
The other two ; Medina was her name, 
A fober fad and comely courteous Dame : * 
Who rich arayd, and yet in irfodeft guize, 
In goodly garments that her well became, 
Fay re marching forth in honorable wize. 
Him at the threfhold mett and well did enter- 
prize. 

XV. 

She led him up into a goodly bowre. 
And comely courted with meet modeftie ; 
Ne in her fpeach, ne in her haviour. 
Was lightneffe feene or loofer vanitie, 
Butgratious womanhood, and gravitie. 
Above the reafon of her youthly yeares ; 
Her golden lockes (he roundly did uptye 

• 

XIV, 5. A fober fad &c.] See the note on fad apd fober^ 
F. Q. i. xii. 21. Todd. 

XIV. 9. — — — did enterprize.] Fr. Entre- 

frettdrtf to goe in hand xdthy Cotgrave. The fenfe of this ol>* 
folete verb, is therefore (literally) that Medina tQok the Knight 
by the handy i. e. received him kindly. Todd. 

XV. 6. ■ reafon] Heq/cw* here means propori;eo«. 
Lat. ratio. Her gravity was difproportioned to her youth. 

'' . Church. 

XV. 7, Her golden lockes Jhe roundly did uptye 

, In breaded ^ramels, &q.] In woven or plaited 

diviJionSf repr^fenting a kind of net-work. Tramel is from the 
Ft, tramail, a net. The word is applied by Naih to the hair 
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In breaded tramels, that no loofer heares 
Did out of order ftray about her datntie eares. 

XVI. 

Whileft (he her felfe thus bufily did frame 
Seemely to entertaine her new-come gueft, 
Newes hereof to her other Sifters came. 
Who all this while were at their wanton reft, 
Accourting each her frend with lavi(h feft : 
They were two Knights of pereleffe puiflkunce. 
And famous far abroad for warlike geft, 
Which to thefe Ladies love did countenaunce. 

And to his Miftrefle each himfelfe ftrove to 
advaunce. 

XVIL 

He, that made love unto the eldeft Dame, 
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man ; 
Yet not fo good of deedes as great of name, 
Which he by maay rafli adventures wan. 
Since errant armes to few he firft began. 
More huge in ftrength then wife in workes 

he was, 
And reafon with foole-hardize over-ran ; 



of a " troupe of virgins," in his Terrors of the Nigkty 8vo. 
1594. " Their haire they ware loofe vnrowled about their 
ihoulders, whofe dangling amber trammdh, reaching downe 
beneath their knees, feemed to drop baulme on their delicious 
bodies." Todd. - 

XV. 9. daintie] Delicate, or 

degant. See the note on dainty limbs, F. Q. i. xi. 32. Todd. 

XVI. 7. r xoarlike geft,} See the note 

Qti gefi, F, Q. i. X. 15. Todd. 

XVil. 5. ' ■ ■' few] Fvrfue, follow. Church. 
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Sterne melancholy did his courage pas ; 
And was, for terrour more, all armd in fliyning 
bras. 

XVIII. 

But he, that lov'd the youngeft, was Sansloy ; 
He, that faire Una late fowle outraged. 
The mod unruly and the boldeft boy 
That ever warlike weapons menaged. 
And all to lawleiTe lufl encouraged 
Through flrong opinion of his matehlbfle 

might ; u 

Ne ought he car*d whom he endamaged 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereaved of right; 

He, now this Ladies champion, chofe for love 
to fight. 

XIX. 

Thefe two gay Knights, vowd tofodiverfe loves. 
Each other does envy with deadly hate, ' 
And daily warre againil his foeiiian moves. 
In hope to win more &ivour with his mate. 
And th' others pleafing fervice to abate. 
To magnifie his owne. But when they heard 
How in that place flraunge Knight arrived 
late, 

XVII. 9* And tDOSyfor terrour more, &c.] He meanS; An4 
he was, for terrour more, &c. T. Warton. 

XVIII. 2. He, that &c.] See F. Q. i. iii. 33, &c. 

Church^ 

XVIII. 8. tortious] Injurious. See the note on" tort, 

F. Q. i. xii. 4. The French have alfo tortiormier for extor^ 
turner, Todd. - . . 
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Both Knights and Ladies forth right angry 
lar'd, 
And fercely unto battell fterne themfelves pre- 
pared. 

XX. 

But, ere they could proceede unto the place 
Where he abode, themfelves at difcord fell. 
And cruell combat ioynd in middle fpace : 
With horrible aflault, and fory fell. 
They heapt huge ilrokes the fcorned Ufe to 

quell, 
That all on uprore from her fettled feat 
The houfe was rayfd, and all that in did 

dwell; 
Seemd that lowde thunder with amazement 

great 
«^Did rend the ratling fkyes with flames of foul- 

dring heat. 

XXI. 

' The noyfe thereof cald forth that ftraunger 
Knight, 
To weet what dreadfuU thing was there in 
hond; 

XX. 9. — fouldring heaL] So all the 

editions : But, as thunder is mentioned in the preceding line ; 
Jf'ouldringf that is, thundering, Ft, fouldroyant^ is a ufelefs re- 
petition ; and therefore I incline to think that Spenfer gave, 
** fiai^es of /mouldring heat." So, in F. Q. i. viii. 9» 
*^ Hurlea forth his thundring dart with deadly food, 
/' Enrold in flames smd fmoufdring drenmGtiU" 
See alfo F. Q. iii. xi. 21. Cuuj^cii. 
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Where wbenas two brave Knightes in bloody 

fight 
With deadly rancour he enrattnged fond, - 
His funbroad fhield about his wrefl he bond. 
And fhyning blade uniheathd, with which 

he ran 
Unto that ftead, their Arife to underftond ; 
And, at his firft arrivall, them began 
With goodly meanes to pacifie, well as he can- 

XXII. 

But they, him fpying, both with greedy ibrfe 
Attonce upon him ran, and him beiet 
With ftrokes of mortall fleele without remorfe, 
And on his fhield like yron fledges bet. 
As when a beare and tygre, being met 
In cruell fight on Lybicke ocean wide, 

XXI. 5. iTw funbroad^ie/(f] Milloh, in a paflVige of un- 
rivaUed fublimity, equips Michael* and Satan with fimilar fhieUs : 

■ " two broad funs their Jhields 

*' Blaz'd oppofite, while Expedation flood 
" In horrour !" Todd. 

XXII. 6. OH Lybicke ocean toidey] The pro- 
priety of the phrafe, Lybicke oeeauy will not be perceived by 
every reader. By it be means the Syrtes^ Jortiit. 

The St/rtes are two large quickfands on the coaft of Africa ; 
of which the greater is near 4000 miles in compafs ; the leifer 
one, almoil half a$ much. Elfewhere, fpeaking of iEneas's 
wanderings at fea, the poet calls that part of the Mediterra- 
neajdy which is on the coaft of Africa, *^ the Lybickyaii(/f«/' 
F. Q. iii, ix. 41. Church. 

Tiie Lybicke ocean means thofe mounds of fands ip the 
Libyck deferts^ whofe wide and extended plains may be ima>* 
gined an ocean ; and thefe defart plains are elegantly named 
by Plutarch, in the Life. of CraiTus, «iX«£ytcy r^ x'v/a«, Lond. 
edit. p. St77* Uptoit. 

VOL. III. T 
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Efpye a traveller with feet furbet, 

Whom they in equall pray hope to divide, 

They ftint their fttife and him aflayle on everie 

.fide. ~ 

xxiii. ^ 

But he, not Uke a weary traveilere^ . 
Their (harp affault right boldly did rebut. 
And fufFred not their blowes to byte him 

nere, 
But with redoubled bufFes them backe did 

put: 
Whofe grieved mindes, which choler ^ did 

englut, 
Againft themfelves turning their wrathful!. 

fpight, 
Gan with newtage their ftiieldesto^hew aildcut. 
But ftill, when Guyon came to part their fight. 
With heavie load on him thpy fre&ly.gaii to 

fmight. 



XXII. 7. furbet,] Wearied, or brmfed. 

The word is borrowed from the farmer's phrafeology. Sec 
Gotgrave, ^^ A furbute^ or /urbatmg, Surbatture, &c. The 
furbating of the feet of cattell. Mefmachure ;" Which is in- 
terpretedy " A wry ftep, or treading ; alfo a loritick oxfiriiint 
got in a bone or ioynt by fuch treading/' Todd. 

XXIII. 1. But he,] Sir Guyon, Church. 

XXIil. 3. Andfitffred not their blowes to byte him] Again, 
F. Q. V. xi. 64. " His rebuke which bit her neare." And,*ia 
Mother Hubbard' 8 Tale, " Spight bites neare." So Shakfpearei 
ia As you like it, A. ii. S. 10. 

— " Thou bitter fky, 

" Thou doft not ^/fc fo nigh :" 
That is, pierce to the quick, T. Warton. 
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XXIV. 

As ^ 1411 ihip to0ed in troui[>lous feas. 

Whom raging windes, threatning to make 

the pn^y 
Of the rofigln rockes, doe diverfly difeafe, 
Meetes twOj coutrdrie billowes hy the w^y, 
That heron either fide doe fore aflay, 
And boaft to fwallow her in greedy grave ; 
Shee, fcorniqg both their Ipights, does make 

wide way, 
And, with her breft breaking the foujiy wave. 
Does ride on both their backs, aiid faire herfelf 

dati>fave: 

XXV. 

Sovboldly he him beares, and rulheth forth 
Betweene them both, by cpnijuft of his blade. 
Wondrous jgreat prowelfe and heroick worth 
He ihewd that day, and rare enfample made. 
When two fo mighty warriours he difmade : 
Attoncie he wards and ftrikes ; he takes and 

paies ; 
Now forft to yield, now forcing to invade ; 
Before, behind, and round about him laies : 

So double i^^as his paines, fo double be hb praife. 

•> 

XXIV. 4. Meetestwo coptiirie kc] CotUrarie is here ac- 
cented on the fecond fyllable. This was ufual in oiwr old 
poetry. -S«c afain, ft. S6. And Habington's Cq/tara^ l635. 
p. 116. 

" By vertue of a cleane contr&ry gale.'' 
And Milton's 5a«j/I Agmi. ver. 972. 

" And with co^^r^ry blaft ice." Top©* 

T 2 
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XXVI. 

Straunge fort of fight, three valiaimt Knights 
to fee 
Three combates ioine in one, and to darraine 
A triple warre with triple enmitee. 
All for their Ladies froward love to gaine. 
Which, gotten, was but hate. So Love does 

raine 
In fiouteft minds, and maketh monftrous 

warre; 
He maketh warre, he maketh peace againe. 
And yett his peace is but continual iarre : 
O miferable men, that to him fubie^ arre ! 

XXVII. 

Whilft thus they mingled were in furious armes. 
The faire Medina with her trefles torne 
And naked breft, in pitty of their barmes, 
Emongfl them ran ; and, falling them beforne, 
Befought them by the womb which them had 

bom. 
And by the loves which were to them moft 

deare, 

XXVI. 5. — So Ltroe does raine 

Infioutejl minds ^ and makeih monfrraus toarre; 
He makeih warren he mtJcetM peace agmne,^ 
Tereot. Em. A. I. 

** In amore haec omnia infimt vitia, injuiWyT- 
" Bellum, pax rurfum." 
And Horat. Serm. ii. iu. 267. 

'^ In amore h»c funt mala ; bellum, 

" PaxTurfum.". Uftok. 
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Arid by the knighthood whidi they Hire had 

fworn, 
Their deadly cruell difcord to forbeare. 
And to her iu(i conditions of faire peace to hea^e. 

XXVIII, 

But her two other Sifters, ftanding by. 

Her lowd gainfaid; and both their cham* 

pionsbaa 
Purfew the end of their ftrong enmity. 
As ever of their loves they would be glad : 
Yet ihe with pitthy words, and counfell fad, 
Still ftrove their ftubborne rages to revoke ; . 
That at the laft, fuppreffing fury mad. 
They gan abftaine from dint of direfiill 

ftroke. 
And hearken to the fober fpeaches which (he 

fpoke; 

XXIX. 

" Ah ! puiflaunt Lords, whatcurfed evill Ipright, 



XXVIII. 2. and both their champions bad] The 

reading of Spenfer's firfl edition is her champions. The i'econd 
reads, '' and both their champion bad/' which the folios adopt. 
Mr. Upton follows neither, but reads " their champions :*' Mr. 
Church follows the firft, but thinks that Spenfer gave, as Mr. 
Upton has given, '^ their champimsf* which he thus interprets : 
JBoM of them commanded their championsy &c. as the champioBS 
are fpoken of in the plural number in the third and fourth 
Ibes. Hughes, and Tonfon's edit, of 1758, follow the fecond 
edition and the folios. I have followed the amendment made 
by Mr. Upton. See;the note on " fier people," F. Q. ii. x. 28. 

Todd. 

XXVIII. 5. — . counfell fad,] Grav9 

ddvice. Church. 

t 3 
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Or fell Erinnys, in your noble faarts 
Her hellifh brond hath kindled \yith defpight, 
And ftird you up to worke your wilfull fmarts ? 
Is this the ioy of armes ? be thefe the parts 
Of glorious knighthood, after blood to thruft. 
And not regard dew right and iuft defarts? 
Vaine is the vaunt, and vi6lory untufl, 
That more to mighty hands then rightfuU caufe 
doth truft. 

XXX. 

^* And were there rightful! caufe of difierenoe, 
,Yet were not better fay re it to accord. 
Then with blood-^uiLtinefle to heape c^nce. 
And mortal vengeaaince ioyne to crime ab- 

hord ? 
1 fly from wrath ; fly, O my liefeft Lord \ 
Sad be the fights, and bitter fruites of warre. 
And thoufand furies wait on wrathful! fword : 
Ne ought the praife of proweffe morp doth 
marre 
Then fowie revenging rage, and bafe conten- 
tious iarre. 

XXIX. 6. thmft,] Tkirjt. See 

thrujli/nc/je hi the note on thr^, F. Q. i. x. 38. Todd. 

XXX. 5. -^- Lord !] So all tlie edi- 
tions. It fhonld be, as in the preceding and following ilan2a8^ 
Lords f Medina is addreffing herfelf to all the tbree Knights. 

Church. 

• XXX. 7. / . ■ ■■ fword :] Here Mr. Church 

propofes to follow the folio of l679, which reads /words ; and 
fa Tofifon's edition of a 758 reads. AH other editions read 
/word. Todd. 



XXXI. 

** But lovely concord, and moft facred peace, 
Doth nouriih vertue, and fail friendftiip 

breeds; 
Weake fhe inakes ftrong, and ftrong thing 

does increace. 
Till it the pitch of higheft praife exceeds : 
Brave be her warres, and honorable deeds. 
By which (he triumphes over yre and pride. 
And winnes an olive girlond for her meeds. 
Be therefore, O my deare Lords, pacifide. 

And this miffeeming difcord meekely lay afide,*' 

XXXII. 

Her gracious words their rancour did appall. 
And funcke fo deepe into their boyling brefts. 
That downe they lett their cruell weapons fall. 
And lowly did abafe their lofty crefts 
To her feire prefence and difcrete behefts. 
Then flie began a treaty to procure. 
And ftablifh terras betwixt both their re- 

quefts. 
That as a law for ever Aiould endure ; 

Which to obferve, in wo^pd of Knights they (lid 

' aiTure. 

XXXIII. 

yfWSh to confirme, and fiift to bind their league. 
After their weary fweat and bloody toile. 
She them befought, during their quiet treague, 

XXXIII. 3. treague J A f mce^ Or ceffa- 

tiou of arms. Ital. tregua. Germ, ircuga. Upto»« 

T 4 
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Into her lodging to repaire a while, 

To reft thenifelves, and grace to reconcile. 

They foone confent ; So forth with het they 

fare; 
Where they are well regeivd, and made to 

fpoile 
Themlblves pf foiled armes, and to prepare 
Their ipinds to pleafure, and their moutbsf to 

dainty fare, 

XXXIV. 

And thofe two froward Sifters, their faire loves. 
Came with them eke, all were they wondrous 

loth, 
. Ai|d fained cheare, as for the time behoves ; 
But could not qolour yet fo weU the troth. 
But that their natures bad appeard in both : 
For both did at their fecond Sifter grutch 
And inly grieve, a$ dpth ^ hidden moth 
The inner garment frett, not th* utter touch ; 
One thought her cheare too litle,' tb' othep 
thought too TOutch, 

XXXIII. 5. — r — '• — : grace to reconcile.] To regain 

eaph other's favour. A Latmifm. Chuech. 

XX XIV. 7' — OS doth an hidden moth 

The inner garment frett ^] Hp feemft to have 
had bis eye on PJ'aL xxxix. 12. " Like as it were |i moth fret- 
ting A garment/' T. Warton. 

XXXIVyP, — -^ her cheare] This is the readii^gof 

the firfl edition, which both Upton and Church adopt. The 
ferond rieads *^ their che&re/' which the folios an4 fome l^tcr 
(g4itions follow*. Todd. 
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XXXV. 

Elifla (fo the eldeft hight) did deeme 

Such entertainment bale, ne ought would eat, 
Ne ought would fpeake, but evermore did 

feeme 
As difcontent for want of merth or meat ; 
No folace could her paramour intreat 
Her once to fhow, ne court, nor dalliaunce ; 



XXXV. 1. Elffa &c.] 'Tis very apparent to me, that tbis 
whole epifode is taken from Arillotle; where he confiders 
fome of the virtues reduced to pradice and habit, and places 
them between two extremes. Virtue thus placed in the middle, 
U fuairver% is-»y \s Medina; Lat. medium, Ital. medianoy uet^itha. 
Her name is plain. M£i:OTHZ h ^o Kttxut, r^f ^gy xo^' 
THEPBOAHN, -nk ^f tiar 'EAAEItlN. Again he fays, h 1A9 
YtlBPBOAH afAa^Tanraiy x^ ^ EAAEIYIX ^iytreuy to* ^ M£X6N 
MmuHTeu. Here we have the three Jifters ; to MEtON, n M££0* 
TH£, will be allowed to be Medina ;. but how (hall we make 
TnEPBOAH to be Feriffa and EAAEM^IX to be Eliffa f We will take 
the moft eafy word firil, viz. EAAEIYIS, which the Italians (and 
Spenfer italianifes many of his words) would call Eli^e ; fo 
that we have found Spenfer's Elijja, She is deficient and 
lotrntiag' in all good manners ; 

ne ought would eat 






^e ought would fpeak, but evermore did feeme, 
" As difcontent for want of merth or meat.'' 
Hyperbole, Spenfer thought, would found very odd for a fair 
Lady's name ; but Perijfa founds well, and would become the 
mouth of an Italian poet. And is not Utfuraivtiv the fame as 
vvtfia}JiH9 ? And llep»m$, qui ultra id quod ej/'e debet ^ modum ex* 
eedens f And is not this the charader of FcriJJa ? 

-7- " loofely light, 

" No meafure in her mood, no rule of right, 
" But poured out in pleafure and delight—" 
Let vfie a(k now tiie candid reader, whether I have not fairly 
made out from Ariilotle thefe three fair Ladies, and plainly 
ijiowed from whence Spenfer took the very names, as well as 
charafters ? Up t o n . 



But with bent lowring browes, as fhe would 
threat, 
, She fcould, and frownd with froward couote- 
naunce; 
Unworthy of faire Ladies comely governaunce. 

XXXVI. 

But young Perifla was of other mynd, 

Full of difport, ftill laughing, loofely light, 
And quite contrary to her Sifters kynd ; 
ISTo meafure in her mood, no rule of right. 
But poured out in pleafure and delight : 
In wine and meats (he flowd above the banck. 
And in excefle exceeded her owne might ; 
In fumptuous tire fli-a ioyd her felfe to pranck, 

But of her love too lavifh : li tie* have Ihe thanck ! 

XXXVIL 

Faft by her fide did fitt the bold Sanfloy, 
Fitt mate for fuch a mincing mineon, 

XXXVI. 3. — kynd;] Nature. Seethe 

notes on k^nd, F, Q. i. ii. 43. Todd. 

, XXXVI. 8. : fo pranck,] See the note 

on ^^ prancke their ruffes, &c." F. Q. i. iv. 14. Todd. 

XXXVII. 2. ■ fuch a mincing mineon,] Such an 
qffeded wanton, Fr, Migfion, A minion, wanton, darling. Cot- 
grave. So Skelton, in his Speake Parrot : 

** J iam a minion, to wayt vpon the Queue." 
And, as an adjedive, in the Pleafaunte Pathewaye leadynge to 
an honeft lyfe, impr. by N; Hyll, 4to. s. d. Sign. C. iiij. 

" And on his minion harpe full well playe he can :" 
That is, either his darling, his beloved harp ; or his elegant, his 
pleajing harp. See the adjedive mignon in Cotgrave. Mincing 
was frequently applied to the gait, in our old poetry. See the 
notes on Milton's ** mincing Dryades," Com. ver. 964t, And 
Davifon's Poet, Rdpfodicy edit. 16'11. p. 144. 
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Who in her loofenefie tooke exceeding ioy ; 
Might not be found a francker firanion. 
Of her leawd part6 to make companion. 
But Huddibras, more like a maleoontent, 
I)id fee and grieve at his bold faihion ; 



*^ See how the bride, 
" Puft yp with pride, 

** Can mince it paffing well ; 
"^ She trips on toe, 
" Full faire to (hew, &c." 
The phrafe to mince it, however, appears to have been alfo 
cofnnionlj applied to a0eded perfons, to male as weU as to 
female coquets. See Cotgrave, " Mineux, fqueamifli, quaint, 
coy, that minces if exceedingly." Such is the Jimpering lady^ 
deicribed by Shakfpeare in K, Leavy 

" That minces virtue, and does ihake the head 
" To hear of pleafure's name." 
And fuch thq co^camk in Jonfon's Cynthia's Revels : 

fomc mincing raarmofet, 



C( 



" Made all of 6k>thes and face." To d d. 

XXXyil. 4. — ' ^■'— ^ francker franion,] So in 

Hejrwood's lldward IV. 4to. bl. 1. I6OO. fign. c. 5, " He's a 
yVaw A: yrflm'on, a merry companion, &c." Toi]^i). 

XXXVII. 6. ' more like a malecontent,] This 

expreffion may probably be an allufion to the perfons known 
by the nanua of Makcmtent ; a chara^r, frequently men- 
tioned in publications during the reigns of Elifabeth and 
James I. See Barnabie Rich's Faults^ and noihing i>ut Faults^ 
4to. 1606, p. 7. " Here comes now the Malecontent^ a 
iingttlar fellow, and very formall in all his demeanours ; 
one that can reprooue the world but with a word, the fol- 
lies of the people with a flirug ; and, fparing of his fpeach, 
giueth his anfwer with iigns and dumb (hews, paling his fleps 
with fad and fowre countenance, as if hee would haue it faide ; 
Lo, yonder goes the melancholy Gentleman ; fee there Vertue 
and Wifedome deipifed ; this is tlie man, that dooth carry a 
whole common- wealth in his head ; that can' manage the af- 
faires of a flate, and fitter to be of a princes priuy houfe coun- 
faile, than the beil ader that euer playd Grauets part at the 
Theatre,'^ Todd. 
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Hardly could he endure his haidimeot ; 

YettfiiU he fatt, aad inly did himfelfe torment, 
xxxvm. 

Betwixt them both the £ure Medina fate 
With fober grace and goodly carriage : ' 
With equall meafure Ihe did moderate 
The ftrong extremities of their outrage ; 
That forward pmre ftie ever would aflwage. 
When they would ftrive dew reafon to ex- 
ceed; 
But that fame froward twaine would accor^tge, 
And of her plenty adde unto their need : 

So kept Ihe them in order, and herfelfe in heed. 

XXXIX. 

Thus fiurely (hee attempered her feaft. 
And pteafd them all with meete fatiety : 
At hdl, when luft of meat and drinke was 

ceaft. 
She Guyon deare befought of curtefie 
To tell from whence he came through ieo- 

pardy, 

xxxvm. 4. out^^e:] With the 

fame French accent as courage is pronounced in the 42d. ft. of 
the lafi canto, and as accorage is to be pronounced in thia 
ftanca. In the 18tb 11. of this canto, outraged u, however, ac- 
' cented on the firft fyltable. But in tbefe and fimilar variatioiu 
of irr^ular accentuation he imitates Chaucer, Todd.' 

xxxvm. 5. forward] That i», bold. That 

forward pairt, i. e. Sanfloy and PerilTa. CunacH. 

Tbatjoruard faire are Sir Hudibras and SanQoy ; 1ibatJro~ 
ward taioju, the two toward SiHert, ElilTa and Perifla. 

UfTOK. 



\ ' 
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And whether now on new adventure bolrad : 
Who with bold grace, and comely gravity, 
Drawing to him the eies of all arownd, 
From lofty fiege began thefe words aloud to 
fownd. 

XL. 

" This thy demaund, O Lady, doth revive 
Frefti memory in me of that great Quefene, 
Great and moft glorious Virgin Queene alive, 
That with her foveraine power, and fcepter 

(bene, 
All Faery lond does peaceably fuftene. 
In wideft ocean (he her throne does reare. 
That over all the earth it may be feene ; 
As morning funne her beames difpredden 

cleare ; 
And in her face faire peace and mercy doth 

appeare. 

XLI. 

In her the richefle of all heavenly grace 
In chiefe degree are heaped up on bye : 
And all, that els this worlds enclofure bace 
Hath great or glorious in mortall eye. 



XXXIX. 9. Frcm lofty fiege begmt] Virg. Mn. ii. 2. 
" Inde toro pater ^neas fi<i orfus ab alto** 
Which Doq^as tranflates, '* his./e^e riall." Upton. * 

Siege is feat. Fr. Siige, He ufes the word again, F. Q. ii« 
vii. 44. And thus Fairfax, B. x. 35. 

" Who thus from loftie fiege his pleafure tpld." 

Church* 
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A^rdes the perfoa of her Maieftye ; 
That men, befac^ing £6 great excellence ^ 
And rare perfeaion in mortalitye. 
Doe lier adore with ^red reverence, 
As th' Idole of her Makers great magnificence. 

XLII. 

** To her I homage and my fervice owe. 

In number of the noblejl Knightespn groqnd, 
Mongft whom on me (he deigned to beftowe 
Order of Maydenhead, the moft r^nqwnd, 
That may this day in all the world be found. 
An yearely folemne feaft fhe wontes to make. 
The day that firft doth lead the yeare around, 
To which all Knights of worth and courage 
bold 

Refort, to heare of ftraunge adventures to be 
told. 

XLIII. 

" There this old Palmer ihewd himfelfe that day. 
And to that mighty Princefle did complaipe 
Of grievous mifchiefes, which a wicked !]Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd i^ deadly 

paine, 
Whereof he crav'd redrefle. My Soveraine, 

XLI. 9. As ttC Idole] Timt is, A^ the ima^. Lat. idoliim^ 

Chvrch. 

XLII. 4. Order of Maydenh€ad,'\ In the hiiioncal aliufi^n, 
Order of the Garter. Prefeutly after, '* -An yearly folemn 
feaft :" Confult our poet's letter to Sir W. R&leish. Ubtoit. 

XLII. 6. ' ■ . — - to «B«k^j So all the 

editioas. The rhyme requires ** to hoW* Church. 
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Who£b glory is in gracious deeds, and hyes 
Throughout the world her mercy to main- 

taine, 
EidToones de^ifd redreflb for fuch mnoyes : 
Me^mll mnfitt forfoigreat purpcxCe, ihe employes* 

XLIV. 

** Now hath faire Phebe with her lilver face 
Thrife feene the ihadowes of the neatheif 

world, 
Sith laft I left that honorable place. 
In which her roiall prefence is entrold; 
Ne ^ver fliaii I reft in bonfe nor hold, * 
Till I diat fatfe Acra^ have wonne ; 
CK^whofe fbwledeedes, too hideous to beetold^ 
I witneffe am, and this their wretched fonne 

Whofe wofiill parents (he laath wickedly for- 

ddnne:'^ 

xtv. 
« Tell on, fay re Sir,'' faid (he, « that dolefuU tale, 

. XLIV. 4. — ■ entrold;]' So the firft edition,* 

the fecond, the folios, and Hughes, read intrcM; the edition 
of 1751 9 inrold. It fhould be enrold, that is, encircled. 

Church. 

Mr. Upton reads enrold; and Tonfon's e^itioii of ^758, 
inrold, I>r. Johnfon has not admitted entrol or introl into his 
Didlionary ; nor has the word found a place in the Supple- 
ment to that Didionary, publifhed by Mr.Mafon in ISOl. Mr. 
AVarton, I fhould add, reads, in citing part of this flauza, enrold, 
Spenfer's ov/n word, therefore, feems to be oonfidered €ts an 
«rrour of the p^fs. It is remarkable, however, that ah errour 
fhould be varied in its fpelling^ and yet be negleded in regSird 
to the meaning of the word. Todd. 

XLIV. ^; — t- and this their toretched fomie^} Pointing 

to the babe with the bloody hand. Upton. 
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From which fad ruth does feeme you to re- 

ftraine, 
That we may pitty fuch unha[^ie bale. 
And learne from Pleafures poyfon to abftaine : 
111, by enfample, good doth often gayne/' 
Then forward he his purpofe gan purfew. 
And told the (lory of the mortall payne. 
Which Mordant and Amavia did rew ; 
As, with lamenting eyes, himfelfe did lately vew. 

XLVI. 

Night was far fpent ; and now in ocean deep 
Orion, flying faft from hifling SniE^e, 
His flaming head did haften for to fteep, 
When of his pitteous tale he end did make : 
Whilft with delight of that he wifely fpake 
Thofe gueftes beguyled did beguyle their eyfes 
Of kindly fleepp, that did them overtake. 
. At laft, when they had markt the chaunged 
fkyes. 
They wifl their houre was fpent ; then each to 
refl him hyes. 



XJJV. 6, Then &:c.] He then continued his difcourfe. See 
P. Q. i. ii. 30. So Milton, Par. L. B. viii. 337. " And gra- 
cious jptirpo/e thus renew'd." Church. 

XLVI. 2. Orfon, &c.] The conilellation of Orion fets 
when that of the Scorpion rifes. Church. 

XLVI. 5. Whil/i with delight of that he wifely fpake 

Thofe guejies beguyled &c.] In Horn. Odyff. ^', 
when Ulyfles had related his travels, the poet adds^ : 






JORTII^. 
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CANTO III. 

Vame BritggadocchiOy getting Guy- 

' oHs horfcy is made thejcorne 
Of knighthood trew ; and is offayre 

Belphcebefowleforlorne. 

I. 
SO ONE as the morrow fay re with purple 

beames 
Difperfk the Ihadowes of the mifty night. 
And Titan, pktyii^ on the eaflern ilreames, 
Gan cbare the deawy ay re with fpringing 

hght; 
Sir Guyon, mindful! of his vow yplight, 
Uprofe from dro^vfle couch, and him addreft 
Unto the iourney which he had behight : 



I. 1« Sbone as the mornmfayrt witk purple beames 

Difperft thejkadtm^ &c.] So again, in F. Q. v. x. l6. 
^* The morrow next appeared with |>iirp/e ^flire 
'' Yet dropping fr^fh out of the ladian fount/' 
^>eDier literally follows Virgil, Mn, vi. 640. 

'^ Largior hie campos aether, & lumint veilit 
^^.EuTfureo: — '\ 
With a puFple light, i, e. with a bright, brilliant light. And 
this expreffiom Statius acpplies to the morrow fayre^ Theb. 
iii. 440. . 

^^ Tectia jam nitidum terris Aurora deifque 
" Purj^weo vehit ore diem." Upton. 
I. 7. -^ — -— » — > behight :] Promifed. See the 

note on iight^ F. Q. i. iv. 3. .Todbu 



VOL. Ill, U 



290 THE FAERIE QUEENE. BO OKU, 

His puifTant armes about bis noble breft, 

And many-folded Ibield he bound about his 

M'reft. 

n. 

Then, taking cong^ of that Virgin pu^*^, ^ 
The bloody-banded Bjabe unto her truth 

I. 9, And many-folded^ie/(fl An idea of the many^folded 
fliields, -which were formerly in ufe, may be ga^ered from a 
curious writer on the fubjedt. ** Our Saxon anceftors," fays 
he, " vfed Jhields of Jkin^ among whom for that the artificer 
put (beep-fells to that purpofe, the great Athelftan, king of 
England, vtterly forbad by a lawe fuch deceit* as in the 
printed booke of Saxon lawes is extant to bee feene. With 
this vfage of agglewing or faftning hard tanned hides for de-» 
fenfe, agrees their etymologic, who derive ./cwfvw, the Latin of 
a fhield, frpm the (jreeke word ?:kTT0X, ajkinne :** — And pre- 
l^ntly after the writer defcribes' ^e maay^fMed (kieldof the 
Puke of Lancafter, hung up in old St^ Paul's cathedral : ** It 
is very convex toward the bearer, whether by warping through 
age, or as made of purpofe. It hath in dinjenflori more then 
three quarters of a yeard of length, and aboue half a^ yeard in 
breadth. Next to the body is a canuas glew'd to a boord; 
vpon that thin boord are broad thin a.xicles, (lices» or plates of 
home, naild fall; and againe ouer them twenty and fixe tl|icke 
peeces of the like, aM meeting or centring aboi^ a round^late 
of the fame in the nauell of the fheild; and ouer all is a leather 
clozed fail to then> with glew or other holding fluife, vppon 
which his armories were painted) &c." Bolton's JSJem<»^^ of 
u^rwiorie*, 4to. 1610, pp. 66-70. Todd. > 

II. 1, Thm taking cong^ of that Vir^n] Taking feat^ of 
Medina. Ghuech, . . 

11.2. — r unto ^er truth] Mr. Upton i>e?*e 

again contends that truth has changed place with ruth. See 
the note on F. Q. i. vi. 12, Sir Guyon, he fays^ committed the 
Hoody-rh^nded Babe to the rutky the pity And corapaffionate 
care, of Medina; and defired her, that, as foon as .he came 
to riper years, he might, for memory of that day's truths the 
true tranfadlions of that dayy be called Ruddymane \ his name 
allu()in^ to, and provuig, the truth of the ftory. But what dif-? 
Acuity is there in the genuine reading ? In my opinion, 110116, 
gir (7 u^ot^ commits th^ ^abe to the tm^h^ the Quperity, pf Ate* 
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Did earn^iUy committ, and her t^onitire 
In vertuous lore to traine his tender youths 
And all that gentle noriture enfu'th ; 
And that, fo foo))e as ryper yeares he raught. 
He might, for memory of that dayes ruth. 
Be called Ruddymane j and thereby taught 
T* at^nge his parents death on them thj^t had 
it wrought* 

III. 
So forth he far'd, as now befell, on foot, 
. Sith his good fteed is lately from him gone ; 
Patience perforce : helpleffe what m&y it boot 
To frett for sMig^r, or for griefe to mone ? 
His Palmer now Ihall foot no ipore alone* 
So fortune wrought, as under jjreene wdoddB 

fyde 
He lately heard that dying Lady grone, 

dina ; and defires that he may, in memoiy of that da/s rvti^ 
^e lamentidfle tran&dtions of that day, be called Ruddymane. 

Todd. 
III. 3. Pafience perforce :] The whole proverb is, Patience 
ferforce is a medicine for a mad dog. Upton. 

Mr. Church has alfo liere cited, from Ray, this proverb ; 
but, it mail be obferved, the words is a medicine &c. are the 
glofs or interpretation of the proverb-colledor. The proverb 
is fimply Patience Perforce* See " Adagia Scotica, or, a col- 
ledion of Scotch Proverbs, &c. 16*68." 12mo. p. 43. And 
thus indeed it had been employed by Shakfpeare in Komec^ 
and Juliet: 

Patience perforce, with wilful choler meetmg. 
Makes my fle(h tremble in their difference.'^ 
So, in Sir David Lyndefay's Complaint : 

" That time I micht mak na defence, 
" But tuke pe/ybrcc in />«^ience." Todd, 

u 2 
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He left his deed without, and fpeare befyde. 
And rulhed in on foot to ayd her ere (he dydc. 

IV. 

The whyles a Lofell wand ring by the way. 
One that to bountie never call his mynd, 
Ne thought of honour ever did aflfe,y 
His bafer breft, but in his keftrell kynd 
A pleafing vaine of glory he did fynd, 
To which his flowing toung and troublous 

fpright 
Gave him great ayd, and made him inore in- 

clynd; 
He, that brave fteed there finding ready 

dight, 
€^urloynd both fteed ahd fpeare, and ran away 

ftiU light. 

III. 8. and fpeare hefyde^l See the note on 

Fk Q, i. u 11. Church. 

IV. 1. — .— - a Lofell] A loqfe^ g^o^-JoJC-notlmg fel- 
low, as the poet explains it in the next line; Lye makes it of 
^e fame fign^^catioa with lorelL Church. , 

iV. 2. — bountie] Croodn^s^ Fr. Bont^* Church. 

IV* 4. ^ in his keilrell kynd] In his bqfe kind, 

or nature*, ^^reU is a baftard kind of hawk* See Skinner. 

Upton. 
. IV. 5. A pleafing vaine of glory he iidfytid^ This is the 
reading of the fir^ edition ; which Hughes'3 fecQnd edition, 
fUpton, Chui^,. and Tonfon's edit, of J 7599 follpw. Spenfer's 
fecond edition reads, ^' A pleafing vaine of glory vaini^ .did 
fynd ;" to which the folios, Hughes's $rft edition, And the edit, 
of 1751, adhere. Such- a jingle, howeyer, is here fo extremely 
diipleafing, that we may at lead be juftified in preferring th^^ 
original reading, altliQugh indeed the pipnaun^ is certainly 
pleonaftick. X^DJtt. 
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Now gan his hart all fwell in iollity, 

And of himfelfe great hope and help con- 

ceiv'd* 
That puffed up with fmoke of vanity, 
And with felfe-loved perfonage deceived ^ 
He gan to hope of men to be receiv'd 
For fuch, as be him thought, or faine would 

bee: 
But for in Court gay portaunce he perceived, 
And gaUant iheHv to be in greateft gree, 
Eftfoones to Court he caft f advaunce his firil 
degree. 

VI. 

And by the way he chaunced to efpy 
One jfitting ydle on a funny banck. 
To whom avaunting in great bravery, 

V. 7. But for] Andhecavjt, Chitrch. 

V. 8. in greatefi gree,] In greateft ^i- 

fnation or liking. See the note on gree, F. Q. i. v. l6« Todd, 

VI. 3. — — — avaunting] I don't think our poet wrote 
advauncingy or avancingy from the Fr. afoancer ; but avaunting 
from vanter,Je vanter ; vanteur, a boafier, a braggadochio. So 
Chat the pafiage alludes to the very man ; which is elegant. 
The a is added as ufual in the Englifh tongue; and the meaning 
isy To whom proudly boiaifting himfelf, or fhowing himfelf in a 
boafting manner ; his adions befpeaking the man. And, what 
is much more to our purpofe in explaining Spenfer, Chaucer 
ufes woauntf to boaft, in federal places; and avaunting in the 
Reves Prol, 776. And Gower, fol. xxi. ** The vice cleped 
Mvauhtice,'* v'nxjaStantia. Upton. 

Avaunting is exadly applicable to the peacock's gait, and is 
therefore judicioufly applied to the coxcomb of whom the bird 
is an emblem. Compare Sylvefte/s Du Bartas^ edit. l621. 
p. 109. > 

U 3 



294 THE FA£RI& (iUEENE. BOOK I^. 

As peacocke that his painted plames doth 

pranck, 
He fmote his courfer in the trembling flanck^ 
And to him threatn^dhis hart-thrilhngfpeare: 
The feely man, feeing him ryde fo ranck 
And ayme at him, fell flat to ground for 

feare, 
And cfying, " Mercy/' loud, his pitious handes 

gan reare. 

VII. 

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd. 
Through fortune of his firft adventure fayre. 
And with big thundring voice revyld him 

lowd ; 
" Vile caytive, vaffall of dread and defpayre, 
Unworthie of the commune breathed ayre. 
Why liveft thou, dead dog, a lenger day, 

'* There, the fair peacock, beautifully brauCf 
**^ Proud, portly-Jlrouting, ftalking, &c/' 
Or rather the original French : 

'^ Lit le paon efloil6, maginAqueineiit brawct 
*' Piafard, arrogant j cf vne defmarcke grmue 
" Fait paradey6ccJ' Todd, 

VI. 7. ryde f» ranckl That is, ride fo 

freely. So, in F. Q. iv. v. 33. 

They heard the found 






Of many yron hammetB beating rauke — ** 
And fo Fairfax, C. iii. 18. 

'* Say, who is he ihowes fo great worthinefle, 
" That rides fo ra»A:e." Church. . 
VIL 6. IVhy liveft tkoUf dead dog, a lengtr day,] This was 
a term of ignominy among the Jews. I Sam. xxiv. 14. ** After 
whom is the King of Ifrael come out? After whom doit thou 
purfue? After a, dead dogf See alfo II Sam. ix.S, II Sam. 
xvi. 9, Upton. 
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And doeft not Urito de^lh thyfelfe prepayre ? 
Dy, or thyfelfe my captive yield for ay : 
Great favour* I thee graunt for aunfwere thus 
to ftay/^ 

VIII. 

*' Hold^ O deat-e Lord, hold youi* dead-^doing 
hand," 
Then loud he cryde, ** I am your humble 

thrall." 
** Ah wretch,^^ qUoth hej " thy deftinies with- 

ftaftd 
My wrathfuU will, and doe for mercy call. 
I give thee life : Therefore proftrAted fall. 
And kiffe my ftif rup ; that thy homage bee/' 
The Mifef threw himfelfe^ as an offSJl, 
Streight at his foot in bafe humilitee. 
And cleeped him his liege, to hold of hiiri in fee- 

IX- 

So happy peace they made and faire accord. 
Eftfoones this Liegeman gan to wexe more 

bold, 
And, when he felt the folly of his Lord, 
In his owne kind he gan himfelfe unfold : 
For he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In cunning (leightes and pra£iick knavery. 

VIIL 1. — ^ — : '■ hold your dead^doing hand,] This i» 

from Homer li. <r\ 317, 4^'* 18« V.»3fo^wi*$ x»i«^* Upton. 

VIII. 7.. The mi/er] See the note on humbU mifers &c. F, 
Q- ii. i. 8. Churcu. 

u 4 
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From that day forth he caft for to uphold : 
His ydle humour with fine flattery, 

And blow the bellowes to his fwelling vanity. 

X. 

Trompart, fitt man for Braggadochio 

To ferve at Court in view of vaunting eye ; 
Vaine-glorious man, when fluttringwind does 

blow 
In his light winges, is lifted up to fkye ; 
The fcorne of knighthood and trew chevalrye, 
To thinke, without defert of gentle deed 
And noble worth, to be advaunced hye ; 
Such prayfe is (hame; but honour, vertues 
meed. 

Doth beare the fayreft flowre in honourqJble feed. 

XI. 

So forth they pas, a well conforted payre, 
Till that at length with Archimage they meet: 
Who feeing one, that (hone in armour fayre, 

IX. 8. His] Braggadochio* i. Chitrch. ' 
XI. 3. Who feeing one &c.] Braggadochio had juil before 
(lolen Guyon's horfe and fpear. The poet here drefles him in 
armour, Uiough he leaves us at a lols to guefs how he came by 
it, and though afterwards he reprdents liim as nnarm'd. The 
fame fort of obfervation might be made on feveral places of this 
poem. JoRTiN. 

With refped to this particular of the armour,, it Hiould feem 
that the proper time to have cleared up that cifcuraiiance 
would have been (B. v. C. iii. ft. 37.) where Braggadochio is 
detected by Sir Guyon, and difarnid. I don't remember that 
he is any where reprefented as unarmed. However, as the poem 
is imperfe^ and had not the author's finifhiughand^ candour 
requires tbat all favourable allowances ihould be made for any 
little flips of the memory. Qhu&ch. ■ - 
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On goodly courfer thondring with his feet, 
Eftibones fuppoled him a perfon meet 
Of his revenge to make the inftrument : 
For fince the Redcrofle Knight he erft did 

weet 
To been with Guy on knitt in one content. 
The ill, which earft to him, he now to Guy on 

ment. 

XII. 

And comming clofe to Trompart gan inquere 
Of him, what mightie warribur that mote bee, 
That rode in golden fell with fingle fpere. 
But wanted fword to wreake his enmitee. 
" He is a gre*at adventurer,^ faid he, 
" That hath his fword through hard aflay 

forgone. 
And now hath vowd, till he avenged bee 
Of that defpight, never to wearen none; ' 

That fpeare is him enough to doen a thoufand 
grone/' 



XII. 6. That hath his fword through hard aflay forgone,] 
Hath loji his fword in a dangerous enierprife. The expreffion 
hard aj^y or affays is common in Spenfer/ and has been adopted 
by Milton in Comus, ver. 972, where fee the note. Chaucer 
ufes it, Rom. R. 4350. 

" But Love is of fo Aarrf «^." Todd. 

XIL 9. That fpeare is him enough &c.] That fpeare is fuf- 
ficient for him to caufe a thoufand to groan. The Knights in 
romance-writers often make fuch vows, as this bragging Knight 
is here fuppofed to have made ; and the poet's putting this ro- 
mantick vow in the mouth of this Knight, fieems fuch a kind of 
imitation as carries with it a degree of farcaOn. Ferreau fwore 
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XIIL 

Th* Enchaunter greatly ioyed in the vaunts 
And weened well ere long his will to win, 
And both his foen with equall foyle,to daunt: 
Tho to him louting lowly did begin 
Toplaine of wronges, which had committed bin 
By Guy on, and by that falfe Redcroffe' 

Knight; 
Which two, through treafon and deceiptfuU 

gin, 
Had flayne Sir Mordant and his Lady bright : 

That mote him honour win, to wreak fo foule 

defpight. 

XIV. 

Therewith all fuddeinly he feemd enrag'd, 
And threatned death with dreadfuU counte- 

naunce. 
As if their hves had in his hand beene gag'd ; 
And with fliiFe force fhaking his mortall 

launce, 
To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce. 



that he would wear no helmet, but that which Orlando wore, 
Ariofl. Q. xii. 30, 31. Mandricard, who was only armed with 
a fpear, fwore that he would wield no fword but Orlando's, 
Arioil. C. xiii. 43, C. xxiii. 78. Upton. 

XIII. 4. louting lowly] See the note on 

louting lowy F. Q. i. i. 30. Todd. 

XIII. 7. ■ r gin,] Engine^ or plot. See 

the note on gi«, F. Q. iii. vii. 7. Todd. 

XIV. 5. ■ valiaunce,] Valour^ Fr. 
Vaillance. Upton. 
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Thus faid ; " Old man, great fure Ihal be 

thy meed, 
If, where thofe Koighta for feaxe of dew ven- 

geadnce 
Doe lurke^ thou certeinly to mee areed. 
That I may wreake on them their hainous 

halseful deed.'' 

XV. 

" Certes, my Lord,'' faid he, " that ftiall I 

foone. 
And give you eke good helpe to their deqay. 
But mote I wifely you advife to doon ; 
Give no ods to your foes, but doe purvay 
Yourfelfe of fword before that bloody day ; 
(For they be two the proweft Knights on 

grownd. 
And oft approved in many hard aflay ;) 
And eke of fureft fteele, that may be fownd. 
Do arme yourfelfe againft that day, them to 

corifownd/' 

XV. 3. But &c.] That is, But I would advife you to ad 
loifelify i. e, confiderately, Lat. confulto. So, in F. Q, i. i. 33. 

" The way to win 



" Is wifely to advife." 
And F. Q. vi. viri. 25. 

*' The infant harkned idjely to her tale." Church. 
XV. 8. And eke of Jureft fteele^i If the reader is not inat- 
tentive, he might imagine Spenferhas forgot himfelf. Bragga- 
dochio was drefled mjhining armor f aire, ft, 11, meer fhow, but 
of no fervice : He had neither fword nor fhield ; but had ftoleh 
Sir Guyon's horfe and fpear: Archimago therefore tells him 
to provide thefe, and to get armour of better proof, of fareft 
fteele f if he would attack fuch Knights as Sir Guyon and the 
Kedcroiie Kni^t. Uptok. 
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XVL 

<« Dotard/' faide he, " let be thy deepe advife ; 
Seemes that through many yeares thy wits 

thee &ile. 
And that weake eld hath left thee nothing 

wife. 
Els never (hould thy iudgement be fo frayle 
To meafure manhood by the fword or mayle. 
Is not enough fowre quarters of a man, 
Withouten fword or {hield,anhofte to quayle ? 
Thou litle woteft that this right-hand can : 
Speake they, which have beheld the battailes 

which it wan." 

XVII. 

The man was much abaihed at his boafl ; 
Yet well he wift that whofo would contend 
With either of thofe Knightes on even coafl. 
Should neede of all his armes him to defend; 
Yet feared leaft his boldnefle ftiould offend : 
When Braggadocchio faide ; " Once I did 

fweare. 
When with one fword feven Knightes I 
brought to end. 



XVI. 1. let be] Away mtk. Chvkch. 

XVII. 7' When with one fword feven Knightes I brought to end,'] 
Braggadochio bears, in this refpedl, a refemblance to the blui- 
tering knight of Shakfpeare. But we foq^et Jack's cowardice 
in his humour. '* Thefe four/' fays Falftaff, ^' capie all a-front, 
and mainly thrufl at. me; I made no more ado,, but took all 
their yh?«» points in my target, thus, P. H&jn. Seven ^ why 
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ITienceforth in battaile never fword to beare, 
But it were t^iat which nobleft Knight on earth 
doth weare.^' 

XVIII. 

*' Per4yj Sir Knight/' iaidp then th'E^baf^ter 

bUve, 
" That fhall I fhortly purchafe to your bond : 
For now the beft and nobjeft Kn^ht adiv^e ; 
Prinde Arithur is, that wonnes in Faerie l^nd; 
J^e Jiath a Cwcgrd, tia^t .iiaines like bji^ning 

brond: 



there were but four, even now. Fax. In buckram. Poin«(. Ay, 
foitr in backram fuits. Fal. Seven, by thefe hilts, w I nm a 
tdUaiit eljfj^' •. ,In the time of SJiafc^are thefe fwiEiggerer^ ap- 
pear to have been no uncommon charadter. A defcriptipn of 
^hem mity.hiot be thought iliappolite to 4he iiluilratiott bath of 
Spenfer and Shakfpeare. '^ But fee now, here; .QO|nes a foul- 
dier; for my life, it is Captaine Swag: 'tis euen ne indeede, I 
d9 kfiorwe) lim by his phune and ;iw0e ; he. lootos tike a* Mo- 
nerchQ, of a very chQlericke complexion, and as t^ady a9 a 
^6fe timt'hatii yong goMiigs, yet viity. cafie to pleafe but unih 
a handfnll of oates. He lookes like Haniball, the great cap- 
taine of Carthage ; and good feafon too; for hee that ihould 
but heare h^s>t$U^e-;talk^, imd how lie wiU difcourfe among ig- 
norant company, would think that the Nine Worthies were but 
fooies in^cbiiipaiifoii of liis Worth : He will talke of ntiore' pro- 
portions of battels than euer Langius, Vigetias, or Machiauell 
did know of. He will atchieue greater vidories, but fitting at 
a dinner or a fupper, than euer did Alexander, when he con- 
quered the whole world. And he will difcourfe of greater ex- 
ploits, and more haughtie attempts, than euer were performed 
before Troy V Barnabie Rich's Faults, and nothing but Faults, 
4to. 1606, fol. 12. Compare alfo the l6th and 38th Hanzas of 
this canto. Todd. 

XVIII. 1. blive,] Frefently, the fame 

as bilive ; an adverb of frequent occurrence in our old poetry. 
The abbreviation blive alfo is to be found in Bms of Hampton. 

To^D. 
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The fateie, by my device^ I undertake 
Shall by to morrow by thy fide be fond." 
At which bold word that Boaiiler gan to 
quake, 
And wondred in his itiinde what mote that 
monfter make. ' 

' ' XIX.' ■■ '■ ■ 

He ftayd not for more bidding, but away 
Was fuddein vanifhed out of his fight: - 
The northerne winde his wings did broad 

difplay 
At his commaund, and reared him uj> light 
From oir the earth to take his aerie flight* 
They lookt about, but no where ciould efpye 
Tra6l of his foot : then dead through great 
^ a^ght 

They both nigh were, and each bad other Aye : 
Both fled attonce, ne ?ver backe retounied eye; 



XX. 



Till that they come unto a forreft greene; 
In which they ihrowd themfelves from caufe- 
les feare; 



XVIII. 9, And wondred in his minde what mote that monfter 
make.] Not perhaps w/iaf ^/^it^ monfier Archimago might make 
of it ; but, ufing monfler according to the Latin idiom, he may 
mean, " and he wondered in his mind what might occafion that 
prodigy pr prodigious appearance/* viz. Archimago's bold word,. 

and the confequence 01 it^ his miraculous vanifliing away, 

Upton. 

XIX, 1. He]' Archimago. Church* 
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Yet feare them foUowes ftill, trhere fa. they 

Each trembling leafe and wbtfiling wind 

they heare, 
As ghaftly bug, does greatly them lyflfifeare : ' 
Yet both doe drive their fearefulne^ to faine« 
At laft they heard a home that ftirilled cleare 

XX. 3. Yet feare them followes &c.} See the note on F, 
Q; i. ix. 21. Todd. 

XX. 4'. Each trembling leafe &c.] Adopted from the ^ook 
of God, in which the panick of the difobedient is thus finely 
jdefcribed : '^ The found of a Jhaken leef ftiftllcbfefe them," 
Lev, xxvi. 36. By the fubfequent exprefllon, whijiling windy the 
poet feems to have had in view alfo that moil impreflWe account 
of the fe^rs, with /which ^h^ guilty Egyptiai^s were aff^€tfd^ at 
.every thing which flirred ; whether terrible in itfelf, of fancied 
fo'by them ; ^5 vthethfeii it w^i'e a tohi/iUng /tomd^ or a melodious 
jDoife of birds &c/' fVifdom of Sol. Ch. xv'n. IS, Todd, f 
- XX. 5. ' Js ghqfily bug, does greatly theM affearfe ;] ' The 
^T^ edition reads, " does unto them affeare ;■'; wl^ch is cor- 
refted in the Errata greatly, , The fecond edition, inllead of 
l^is perfpicuou? emendj^tiop, reads 

" Aa ghaftly bug their haire on end dots reare ;V. ■ 
Which alteration is admitted ipto every fubfequent edition, ex- 
cept thofe of Church and ' Upton ; in Which the original 
emended reading is reilored. 'iVh^ Shakfp^rie alfo i preferred 
this reading, is manifeil in the following fimilai phrafeology, 
jr. ifefi. VI. P. i. 

" For Warwick was a hug thht fear'd us all :" 
That is, a monjler that frighted us all, Bug is a commdn 
word, in our old poetry, for any frightful appearance. And, 
in the ancient Englifh verfion of the 91^ Pfalm, " iha terrfmr 
by night*' is rendered " the bugge by night." Todd. 

XX. 7. — that fhrilled cleare] Mr. Up'ton 

propofes to read " y/hrilled cleare;" being perfuaded that 
Jhrilled is an errour of the fame kind with that mounted for 
ymotmtedy already noticed., F. Q. i. ii. 29. He ftrengthens his pro- 
poiitiou alfo by the following line inCoHnC louts come home again: 

" Wbofe pleafing found y/hrilted far about :" 
Still, however, no obfcuf ity is occafioned by the reading that 
Jhrilled , Todd. 
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f\ ^rdugbiMit Uie wood tfai^t eeefaoed againe, 
And made the fonreft ring, as it would rive in 

^ ' <' 'itwaiiie. • - ■ r \ 

XXI. 

Eft through, th^ thicke tjiey haard one rudely 

With noyfe whereof he from his lofde fteed 
Downe fell to ground, and crept into a buih. 
To hide his coward head from dying dreed. 
But Trompart ftoutly ftayd to taken heed 
Of whteit might hap. Eftfoone there ftepped 

foorth 
A goodly Ladie clad in hunters weed, 
. That feemd to be a woman of great worth. 
And by her ftately portance borne of heavenly 



XXII. 

Her face fo faire, as flefti it feem^ not. 

But hevenly pourtraift of bright angels hew, 
Cleare as the fkye, withouten blame or blot, 

XXI. 1. ££t] AfUv^ardi. See the note ^on ^, P. Q. L 
ix. 25. Chu&ch. 

Ibid. -^— n r ^Ae thicke] Thickets See the note 

cxn/Aic^e, F. Q. ii. i. 39. Todd^ 

XXI. 3. Dvamefdl to ground^ nud crept into a hujhy — ] This 
ludicrous image of 9, coward is perhaps taken from the cha* 
la&exGi tbecQward Dametas in his favouiite Sidney's ArcadiOy 
^ 70 > who creeps ii»to a bufh to hide his bead from danger. 

Upton. 

XXI. 9* ■■ ' ' I — ^-r — portance] CotnpQrtment, QKrviaige, 
lidX. portammto* See alfo ft. 5. Upton. 

XXII. 3. -^ mthouten blame orblot, SccJ] Withouten 

blame, »^viMif¥, one of Homer's epithets. He feems to have 
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Thik>u^ goodly mixtiire of comfdexiotis dbw ; 
And in b^ cheekes the vermeill i^ed did ihew 
Like ^r^ofes in a bed of lillies fiied^ 
The which ambroiiall odours from ihem threw^ 
And gazers fence with double pleafure fed, 
Hable to iieale the ficke and to I'evive the ded. 

XXIIL 

In lier faire eyes two living Isiinps did fiam6^ 
Kindled aboye at th' Hevtenly Makers lights 
And daiTted fyrie beames cmt of the fame. 
So pajBi&g periant, alnd (b wondrous bright. 
That quite bereav'd the ra(h beholders fight : 
In them the blinded god Im litftftiU fyre* 

* 

hi.s eye oq Solomon's Softg, ivhilfl he is chara^erifing his joyal 
'tm&teh. Would behave us too interpret my AicaHy, as divines 
nterpret? " Thou art all fair, there is no fpot in thee," Ch. 
iv» 7* He fays^ in her cheeks the vermtill r^d did Jhem like 
rofes in a bed of lillies Jked. '^ I am the rofe of Sharon, and 
the lilly of the valley," Ch* ii. 1* " My beloved is white and 
ruddy,'' Ch. v. 9, See alfo Ovid, jIm, L 2. E* 5* 

** Quale rofae fulgent inter fua lilia miibe :*' 
And Ariofto, C. vii. 11. 

'^ Spargeafi per la guancia delicaSa 

" Miilo color di rofe, e di liguftri/' U^ton* 
The lady Jofian is defcribed, and not inelegantly, ^ith this 
<< goodly mixture of complexions dew,'' the red and white> in 
the roofuuitic ballad of Bevis of Hampt<m^ See the note on 
yeilomlockes^ ft. 30. Todd. 

XXII. 7* The wkick anArofadl odours &c*] So Virgil, ap 
Mr. Upton obferves, << Ambrofiae odorem fpiravere," JEn. i. 
403. Bat the circumftance, which Spenfer adds, of thefe am*> 
brofial odours being able to revive the deady ilrongly refemblet 
a paflage in Camoensy where the breath of Jove is defcribed as 
(hedding fuch eyic^\{\ie fragrance as might in/pire the dead witfi 
life, Luf. C. i. ft. 22. 

^' Do rofto refpirava hum ar divino, 

'^ ,Qi|6 divi^o tornara hum corpo humano.'^ Todd. 

VOL. Ill, X 
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To kindle oft a^yd, but bad no i^ght ; 
> FoFt with dredd maieftie and awfiiU 3nre^ 
She broke his wanton dartB^, and quenched bace 
defyre, 

XXIV.. 

Her yvprie forhead, full of .bountie brave^ 
Like a broad table did itfelfe difpred, 
For Love his loftie triumphes to engrave, 
And write the battailes c^ his great godbed : 
Ail good and honoi^ might therein be red ; 
. For there their dweiUng was. Aiid| wien 

ihe fpake/ 
Sweets wordesy like drojpping honfrfr^ fhi <lid 

(bed; 
And twixt the perles and rubins foftly brake 



•' 



XXIII. 8. for, wkk dredd makfik &rc.] Comi^ares in Mli- 
tto&'s Coflwx, tke liuntreis Diaii, who 

■ '■ "' !■ >" ■ " ■ " — ** fet at nou^t 

*' The frivoloos bolt of Cupid — '^ ^ 

And that other inftance of oncouquered Virginity, the wife 
Minerva, with 

■ " ri|^d looks of chade aiilleritj^ 

**. And noble grace that dafh'd brate violence 
" Willi fodden adoration ahd biank awe." ToD^riJ* 
, XXIV. 1. H&r yvox\»forkeQd^'\ Ariofto, C. vii. \i. 
** Di terfo aoonq era la fronte lieta." Ul»t0ir. 

XXIV. 2* Like a broad table] Boards {\3x\k as pl^ufes are 
imihted fiposi. Lat. W^^nla. See F.Q. iti. iv. 10. Church. 

. XXIV. 7. Smeete wordes^ Uke* dropping hannyj &€«}< Seb 
SaL Song^ iv« lU *' Thyligs, Omy fpo&fe> drop as th^hoi*^- 
cbmhe : l^oney and milk are under thj toi^e/' iJlH'^K. > 
XXIV. 8. And tumt the perles and mbms kc.\ Thus,, m 

'* But faireil Aie, when fo (he doth difplajr ^ 

** I'he gate with pearls and inibtea richly dight^ 

^ Through which, h^r words ib wife do loatle their way/' 
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A iUf er fmbd^ that h^venlj mufick^ feemd to 

inakei 

XXV. 

Upon her eyelids many Graces fate, 
Under the (hadow of her even browes, 
Wofkifig belgardes and amorous retrate ; 
And everie one h^ with a grace endowes, 
And eyeri^ one with meekenefle to her bowes : 
So glorious mirrhour of celeftiall grace, 
Aed foverain^ piooiment of raortall vowes, 

Arioflo gives us pearls and coral for the lips and teeth^ C. xiL 

ft ult. 

'^ Che da i coralli, e da le pretiofe 

** Perle ufcir fanno i dolci accenti mozzi." 

This is common in the Italian poets^ T. VfARTQlsfi 

XXIV. 9. A filver found,] See the notes on ^ivtr found, 
in the Shep, Cal. June, ver. 6l. Todd. 

^XV. 1. (Ifon her eyelids many Graces fate. 

Under the^dow of her even hrowes, &c.J SO| in 

Sonnet xl. 

" When on each ejrelid fweetly do appeare 
" An hundred Graces as in fhade to lit." 

Andy in a verfe of his Pageants, preferved by K. K. in the liotes 

on June, Shep, CaL 

** An hundred Graces on her eyelids fate :*^ 

Which he drew from a modem Greek poem afcribed to Mufseus^ 

"ver. 63. 

■ ■ ' — u. ■ *Of cl ma>Mio) 

la the Hyxme 9f Beauty we find a thoufand Graces : 
*' Sometimes upon her forehead they behold 
** A thoufand Graces, maiking in delight.^ 
The thought of the Graces fitting under the Jhad£ (f htr eye- 
brows, is exa^lly like whatTafio fays of Cupid, Amlnt. A. ii. S. i. 

^ ^-'— " fotto al onibra 

" De le palpebre," T. WaEton. 

XXV. 3. — belgardes] Sweet or beautiful looks. 

See the note on belgardes, F. Q. iii. ix. 52. To PP. 

X2 
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How ftiall frayle pen deficrive her heavfenly 
face, ' 

For feare, through want of fkill, her beauty to 

clifgrace ! . 

xxvr. ' ' • '; ■ ^' 

So faife, and thoufand thoufand times more feire. 
She feemd, when ihe prefented was to fight ; 
And was yclad, for heat of fcofching aire. 
All in a filken Camus lilly whight, 
Purfled upon with many a folded plight^ 
Which all above befprinckled was throughout 
With golden aygulets, that gliftred bright, 
Like twinckling ftarres ; and all the fkirt about 

Was hemd with golden fringe. 



XXV. 8. ; defcrive] Defcrihe, It&l 

defer ivere ; ufed alfo by Chaucer and by ScoUifli writers. Todd. 

XXVI. 4. : Camus] A thin, tranfp^jnent, drefe. 

See the note on Camis^ F. Q. v. v. 2. Todd. 

XXVI. 5. Purfled] Wrought or embroidered. The Fr. 
^pourjilure fignifies the frijige or trimming of women's gowns. 
Purfled is alio ufed in F. Q.. i. ii. 13. Thus Chaucer, Mbnkcs 
Prol, 
* "* I fee his fteves purfilid at the hande 

" With grys, and that the fined in the lande." 
And Piers Plowman, Pajf.fec' 

*' I Wafi'ware of a woman wbrthiyich clothed 
" Pw:filid with pelure &c." To D d. 

XXVI. 7. iiygulets,] Tagged points, the Ft. 

word, aigait^tte. See the note on aglety F. Q. vi. ii, 5. 

Upton. , 

XXVI • 9. \Was hemd with gWen fringe.] This is the firft 

inftatice in our poet of ieavihg'^his Veffe imperf4ed and broken : 

•Other inftances of thefe hemiftichs.or half verfes, the reader 

will find in C. viii. ft, 55: F. Q. ill. iy. 39- So again, C. vi. H. 26. 

' • ' -^^ To feek the fugitive.'" 



ff 
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xxvn. 

Below, her ham her weed did foniewhat trayne, 
And' her ftreight legs mod bravely w ere em- 

bayld 
In gilden bulkihs of coftly cordwdyije, 



But this verfe is tlius left only in the old quartos, b(eing filled 
up in the other editions, 

" To {eeke the fugitive Mhfarfe and nere," 
There is but one more inilance in this large work, viz. B. iii. 
C. ix. ft. 37. 

Cowley, in his notes on the firft book of his own epick 
poem, fays, that none of the Englifh poets have followed Virgil 
in this liberty, which, he thinks, looks both natural and graceful, 
I am furprifed Cowley Oiould have forgotten Spenfer : Phaer 
likewife, in his tranflation of Virgil, has, in imitation of the 
poet he tranflates, feveral hemif^cfae. Upton. 

It would be difficult, fays Mr. Church, to fill up this hemiftich 
to any advantage. It is thus fupplied in a copy of the firfl 
edition belonging to Thomas Park, £fq. ** mojl gorgeau/ly fet 
out ;" which appofite words are written in an old hand, and 
probably coeval with that of the poet. Todd. 

XX VI I. 1. Below her ham her weed did fomewhat trayne^l 
Tliis pidure is the fame as . that of Diana, as reprefented in 
ilatues or coins, or poetical deforiptions. Coufult Spanheim 
in his notes on Callimachus, pp. J34« 135. I am apt to think 
our poet had Hkewife in view the Amazonian drefs of Pyrocles 
in his learned friend's Arcadioy p. 42. *' Upon her body fhe 
wore a doublet of ikye-colour latin, covered with plates of 
gold, and as it were nailed wuth precious ftones, that in it flie 
might feem armed ; the nether part of her garment was full of 
fluff, and cut after fuch a fafliion, that though the length of it 
reached to the ankles, yet in her going one might fonjetimes 
difcern the fmall of her leg, which with the foot was drelfed in a 
fhort pair of crimfbn velvet bulkins, in ibme, places open (as 
the ancient manner was) to (hew the fairnefs of the Ikin." 

UfTOX. 

XXVII. 2. embayld] Bound vp. 

Fr, emballerf Germ, einballen, Upton. 

XXVII. 3. ' of cojily cord'w&yne^'\ So, ii? 

F. Q. vi, ii. 6, " Bu(kins he wore of coitlieft cordwayne ;*' 
where fee the note. Todd. 
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All bard with golden bende$, which were 

entayld 
With curious antickesy and full kjre aums^ld : 
Before^ they faftned were under her knee 
In a rich iewell, and therein eptrayld 
The ends of all the knots, that pone might 

fee 
Ho V they withpi their fouldings clofe enwrapped 

bee: 

XXVIII. 

{ike tfiro kite marble pillours they were feene. 
Which doe the temple of the gods fuppprt^ 
Whom all the people decke with girlands 

gi^eene, 
And honour in their feftivall refort ; 
ITiofe fame with (lately grace and princely 

port 
She taught to tread, when Ihe herielfe would 

grace ; 



XXVII. 4. --r: r- entayld] Cqrved. See 

the note on entayld^ F. Q. ii. vi. 29. Todd. 

XXVII. 5. ^ aumayld :] Enamelled. 

In Chaucer, amiled. " And knoppes fine of gold amiled/* 
llom. R. 1080. lta\.fmaltOy Fr, efmailf eniaillL Upton. 

XXVII. 7. — : — -entrayld] T7w/2erf. See 

J*. Q. i. i. 16. Church; 

XXVIII. 1. Like two /aire marble pillovrs &c.] So, as Mr. 
Upton obferves, in Sol. Song, v. ] 5. '^ His legs are as pillars 
of marble, ^c.'' The allufion alfo is to the fame book, when 
the poet fays of his bride, in his elegant Epithalami^^ ** Her 
fuowie neck like to a marble lowre, ^c.'* The defciiptions of 
beauty, here and in the Epitlialamion, are very fimilar. 

Todd. 



But with the woody ii3mipheg when ihe did 

play. 
Or when the flying libbard Ihe did chace. 
She could them nimbly move, and after fly apace. 

XXIX. 

And in her hand a iharpe bore^fpeare ihe held. 
And at her backe a bow and quiver gay, 
Stuft with fteel-headed dartes wherewith ihe 

queld 
The falvage beaftes in her victorious pkty. 
Knit with a golden bauldricke which forelay 
Athwart her fnowy brefl:, and did divide 
Her daintie putps ; which, like young fruit in 

May, 
Now little gan to fwell, and being tide 

XXVIII. 7. fohen Jke did play,] So all 

the editions. The rhyme requires a different woi^. I fuppof^ 
Speftfer gave, ** when fhe did fpart,'^ So, in F. Q. vi. x. 9. 

— ^— ** there to play and fportJ' Cm x; rch . 

XX IX. 7. ' rokkh, like young frmt in May^ 

Now little gan tojbell, &c.] See Sol. Song^ vii. 7. 

*^ Thy brealls are like to clufters of grapes.*' But, by young 

fruit in May, Spenfer may intend not clufters of gi^pes, but 

. unripe apples ; and this expreflion Ariofto ufes in defcribing 

Alcina's beauties, C. vii. 14. 

" Bianca neve h il bel collo, e '1 petto latte ; 
♦* II collo h tondo, il petto h colnio, e largo ; 
** Due poma acerbe, &c.'' 
So Taifo, Amint, A. i. S. ult. 
" La verginella ignude 
" Scopria fue frel'che rofe, 
" C hor tien nel velo afcofe, 
" E ie fowfl del'feno tfcfrfte, e crude/* UpxaK. 
In his EpitAalamion, Spenfer varies the comparifon, viz. 
<* Hke lillies budded :'' The ftmAe of Camotins may be alfo 
noticed, Lvjiad, C. ix. ft* 56. 

x4 
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4 

Through k^v thiu. weed dieir places only figni- 
fide, 

XXX, 

Her yellow lockes, crifped like golden wyre, * 

About her (houlders weren loofely ftied, 
' And, when the winde eniongii them did in-r 
fpyre. 
They w^ved like a penon wyde difpred, 

" Os fermofos limQens, alii clieirando, 
<* Eftao virgineas tetas imitando/' Todd. » 
XX.X, 1, Her t/ellow lockes, crifped like gol4^ wyre, ^c,] 
Thus Jofian is defcribed in Beits of Hampton : 
. **, Her vifage was white as lilly flower, 
** Therein ranne the red colpur ; 
** With bright brcmes, and eyes (heene ; 
** Her haire as gold-wire was feene." 
Spenfer gives his bride the fame locks in his Epithalamion, 
where fee the note. Todd. 

XXX. 2. j4bout her Jhoulders &e.] To adorn his royal 
dame, Spenfer has fpoiled a}! his brother poets of their images. 
Virgil, yi:?!. i. 318, 

'' >[^mque humeris de more h^bilenii fufpenderat arcum 
" Venatrix, dederatque comam diffundere ventis, 
** Nuda genu, nodoque iinus c'oUeda fluentes/' . / 
Such as Diana &c. Virgil, Mtu i. 498. 

'* Qualis in Eurotse ripis aut per juga Cynthi 
" Exer^et Diana choros — " 
Or as tbc^t fmnqus queene Slc. Virg, ^/i. i. 320. 

vel qualis equos Threifl^, fatigat 






" Harpalype -^ 
See aliojEn, xi. 659, ^ ^^H- HerTiddreflingTrompart, Hat/fe, 
groome, &c. ft. 32, is taken fromVenus' addreflipg ^neas and 
Achates, JEfi, i. 325. 

*^ Ac prior, heus, inquit, juvenes -^*' 
Trompart's anfwer is iEneat's apfwer : , 

*' 0! quam te memorem, Virgo; nsimque haud tibi vultus 

" JVIortalis, nee vox huminem fonat : O dea, certe." 

Upton. 

XXX. ^. — r — . — , — difl infpyre,] Did breath. 

J^slU injpiro. Church. 
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And low behind^ her backe were fcatterea : 
'And, whether art it were or heedlefle bap, 
As through the flouring forreft rafti ihe fled, 
In her rude heares fweet flo>v|-es themfelves 

did lap, 
And flpurifliing frefli leaves and bloflomes did 

enwrap. 

XXXI. 

Such as Diana by the feindy fliore 
Of fwifteEurot^, or 6n Cynthus greene, 
Where all the nymphes have her unWares 

forlore, 
Wandreth alone with bow and arro^ves keene. 
To feeke her game : Or as that famous queene 
Of Amazons, whom Pyfrhus did defl:roy. 



XXXI. 2. Of fwift Eurotas^'l I know not .what authority 
oiir poet had to call Eurotas ,fiv^tf unlefs p^rbafis: tiial of 
Statius, who calls him iorrens^ Thcjb. yiii. 432, Jortin. ^ 

XXXI. 5. -^-^*- Or m thiit famous queene 

Of Amazons yWhoniPyrf^us did defiroj/y^Q,'] That 
Pehthefilea was flain by Pyrrhus, was admitted as a truth, and 
told as fuch, by all the romance-writers : It would be unpar- 
donable therefor^ for Spenfer, in his fairy tale, to have con- 
tmdidled either them, or his admired patron, Sir Philip Sidney : 
" Impute to the manner of my country, which is the invincible 
land of tlie Amazons ; myfelf, niece to Senicia, queen thereof, 
lineally defcended of the famous Penthefilea, (laine by the 
bloody hand of Pyrrhus." And fo Dares Phryg. De Bella Tntj, 
Cap. XXX vi. See Joieph. Ifcan. De Bell, Troj. L. iv. 646*. 
Aud lA'dgate, B, iv. Caxton, in the Wars of Troy (tranflated 
from pares) ha? a whole chapter ; "How the queene Pan- 
thafile cam from Amazonne with a thoufand maydens to the 
focoure of Troye. And how flie bare her vaylantly, and flewe 
many Grekis, and after was (he flayne by Pyrrhus the fone of 
Achilles." Upton. .. . 
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The day that firft of PTiaine fhe \ras feette^ 
Did fliew herfelfe in great triumphant ioy. 
To fucCQur the weaie ftate of (ad afflifted Troy. 

XXXIL 

Such when as hartleffe Trompart her did vew. 
He was difmayed in his coward minde^ 
And doubted whether he himfelfe (bouldihew. 
Or fly away, or bide alone behinde ; 
Both feare and Iiope he in her fe^e did ^de : 
When (he at laft him fpying thuSk^befpake ; 
" H^yle, groome ; didft not thou fee a bleed- 

inghynde, 
Who(e right haunch earft my fted&ft arrow 
drake ? 

If thqtu didft) tell me, that I may her overtake. 

XXXIII. 

Wherewith revived, this anfwere forth he threw ; 
♦* O godde(re, (for fuch I thee take to bee,) 
Tor nether doth thy fiace terre(triall (hew. 
Nor voyce found mortall ; I avow to thee, 
Such wounded bea();, as that, I did not fee, 
Sith earft into this forreft wild I came. 



XXXII. 5. Both feare and hope &c.] That is, Trompart 
faw, in the majelVick fweetnefs of her face, what might excite 
both his fear and hope. Church. 

XXXII. 7. groome;] Fo««^ mff«. See Skiraier, 

V. Groome. See alfo Cotgrave's Fr. Did. V. Valet ^ " A groome^ 
yeoman, or houfehold fervant of the meaner fort : In old 
time it Was a more honourable title ; for all t/ottng gentlemen^ 
untill they came to be eighteene yeares of age, were, as at this 
day batcfaelers in Britaine are, tearmed fo." Compare the 
note on Swayne, F. Q. i. viii. 13. Todd. 



5» 
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But mote thy goodlyhed forgive it mee, 
To weete which of the gods I (ball thee name. 
That unto thee dew worfhip I may rightly 
frame/' 

XXXIV. 

To whom {he thus- — But ere her words enfewd. 
Unto die bu(h her eye did fuddein glaunce, 
In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewd, 
And fitw it ftirr€f: She lefte her percing 

launce. 
And towards gan a deadly Aiafte advaunce. 
In mind to marke the beaft. At which fad 

ftowre, 
Trompart forth ftept, to (lay the mortall 

chaunce> 
Out crying ; " O ! whatever hevenly powre, 
Or earthly wight thou be, withhold this deadly 

howre ! 



XXXIV. 9. this deadly howre !] Mr. 

Upton contends that himre axid Jltmre have changed places, and 
tiiat the meaning, in this ftanza, is, ** At which fad htnore," at 
which iad and critical nwm^t of tme^ Ttoapart iiept forth ; 
crying out, " Witlihold this deadly fioxort^* this jight^ affmdt^ 
&c. which will prove fatal to my mailer. But Mr. Upton, as 
I humbly apprehend, has miftakeu the meaning of ^^ this deadly 
hwre^*' which the poet here ufes, as Mr. Church alfo has ob- 
served, for *' this evf/, or thisimAi^^^ kfmtr i'* an expreflion in 
F. Q. i, ti. 22, *' whom WMhaftpy .h(mre hath tiow made thrall, 
&c." and which had beqn ufed, in older poetry, for foisfortune^ 
iti the laikguage f torn which it is derived, nalkeur^ Fr. See 
Chaucer's Dreame^ p. 57^. edit. Urr. 

*^ I, wofiiii vvight, full of mahtre^ 

" Am worfe than ded, and yet I durfe.'^ 
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'' O .! flay tiiy band ; fpr yonder is no gi^x^^' 
For thy fi,ers arrowes, them to e^erciz^ ; 
But loe ! my Lord, my Liege, whofe warlike 

name 
Is far renowmd through many bold emprize ; 
, And now in {hade lie llirowded yonder lies/' 
She ft^id : With that he crauld out of his neft, 
Forth creepingpn his caitive.hand^ and thies ; 
And (landing ftoutly up his lofty cr^ 
Did fiereely fiiake, and rowsse as coxpming late 
from reft. 

XXXVI. 

As fearfull fowle, that long in fecret cave 
For dread of foring hauke herfelfe hath hid, 
Not ca^^ing how, her fiUy life to fave. 
She her gay painted plumes diforderid ; 
Seeing at laft herfelfe from daunger rid, 
Peeps forth, and foone renews her native 
pride; 

Thus alfo in the old Scottifh Song on Abfence, in Mr, Pin- 
kerton's colledtion pubiiihed in 1786, maUkourous is ufed for 
vftfortunate : , 

' ** in love gif I hemalkourovs/' Todd. 

XXXV. 4. • through many bold emprize ;] Dr. 

Jortin thinks it ihoiild be *' many a bold emprize ;" of which 
form he cites numerous examples from the Faerie Queene; but 
acknowledges that, in F. Q. it iii. 15, we find ^* many hard 
affay," and in F. Q. vi. vi. 4, ^^ many perilous fight". 

Bold emprize is probably from Ariofto^ G. i. ft. 1.. " Le 
cortefie, V audaci imfrefe, &c/^ ' The phrafe occurs repeatedly 
in Spenfer ; and it has been adopted by Milton^ both in his 
Maik, and in his ParadifeLoft. Todd, v ^ '^ :!.;. • 
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She gibs her feathers fo^le di^gured 
Prowdly to prune, and fett on every fide ; 
She fhakes ofFihaine, ne thinks how erft ihe did 
her hide. 

' .. r • .. . rn^^h ■ .. : 

So when hcsr goodl}! yi^e \xe bjeh^ld. 
He gw hifnfi?lfe -to-\;auint : But, when he vewd 
Thofe deadly toofe^which in her hand ftie 

Soone into other fitts he was tr^iismewd* 
Till^ihe to him her. graaous^ flleach renewid ; 
, " AUhaile, Sir Knight, jandiw6U may tliee 
befall, ^ 

A9 all the like, which hi6ji0t have purfewd 
Through deeds of armes and proweflTe mar- 

AH vertue merits pn^^ biifc fuoh dieimoft of all/' 

XXXVIII. . . 

To whom he thup ; *VQ faired nnder fkie, 
Trew be thy words, and worthy of thjf praife. 
That warlike feftts doeft higheft glprifi^, 

XXXVI. 8. Prowdly to prune,] Smoot\ jox jjet them in 
order. Water-fowl, at this day, are faid to preefie^ when they 
lleek or r^pliu^e th^ir Wet f<^ther9 i^ftl)^ JWi. See the com- 
mentators on .SJ^ikipear^is, K* Hen- IV.. P. i. A* L S. j. 

'* Which Q^kes him prMi^e hiixrf«if, 6fc/f T. Warton. 

XXiXVII. ^ T ' J'. ■ ' J .tranfmewd,] Cfyan^^, 

trfmsform^d. S^ alfo f. Q. i,, vi*. 35, iii. ^ 38. Fr. tranfmuer. 
rhefimilar word ^rii;/^2^^e occur^! iu the romance of the Knight 
oftkeS^f bl. h4tp. 1600.. Thus, ip p. 87. 

" Who (hall \>y chiiialiy the fpels vndoe 
" Of helliJh bagg, that thee trmn/imted fo :*' 
The wor^l, occurs ag^^n liKjp, 136*. Ts)pp. . . 



Thetein I have fpeht all toy youthly dai^. 
And many battailes fought and toany fmes 
Throughout the World, whedfo they might be 

found, 
Endevoring my dreaded name to raife 
Above the moone, thia< Fartie may it refbiind 
In her etemall tromp with liiureUgirlbiW crmind, 

^^ But what art thou, O Lady 9 ifrhibh doeft 
raiis^ •■• 'Ti^ ; -.-' 

In this wiidei ^neft, wheri no pbafore isv 
And doeft not it f6t ioyous Court eidhaunge, 
Emongft thine equall peres, where hkppy blis 
And atl deligbt does raigne touch more then 

this? 
There thou maift love, and deariy Idved be. 
And fwhn in pleafure, Whith thou her^ doeft 

mis; 
There maift thou beft be feenb, and beft 
^maiftfee: 
The wood is fit for beafts, the Court i^ fitt for 
Thee/' 

XXXIX. 7. jikdMm m pleafufe^ TMs is a favcmriie 
phrafe in oiuf o4d poetry. Thus Gafeoigoe ha^ *^,/wimkee iti 
bliCe/' Po€m$f edit. V5S7« p. 14. And Cra^hteiw^ '*' He IhaU 
fifm- in riper joyes/' JM. trf tke Mufts, p. 11; Mitlcm alfo 
has ''fwm'mnm^;' and «/«»iwi hi joy/' P. L. fc. be. 100$, 
B. xi. £35, The WipHi^tk is fimihir \tk the ttxi (taDza, 
'* bathes in blis \^* an e^pi^flion no lefs freqaeht among the 
ancient Enelilh bdrds, and ofwhkh Chaueer perhapd is the 
father, Wifi of Bathes T. 6835. '' His herte btkJkd in a bath 
of blife/' See alfo the note on F^ Q. i. ii 46. T<h>i>. 
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** Wkofi) mpcmijie of pmwd eftateij' iquotli ftie, 
^^ Does iiioin^ .sy^d batliei^/hiiinfel&iia courtly 

Doeisi ^1fter>bb dabs im idii^ke obfcttritc^^ 
Andini^Uiv^AfeVfirUiiiiedJs: \ ( 

Wheds safe labownds^ ytls: e^. iifd doe a^mis : 
BulwiuDiliisiUm]s^3^tbiIai)0iiT69;aod hi$>Hiyiid 
Behaves with cares^ cannot fo eafy mis. 
Abroad in armes, at! home in ftudious kynd, 
Wfaio i%i«itei^^' Wi£b ^ paij4y:r ttn^ ihalt Hohor 
fooneft fynd : 

^^ In^ w66(&^ \ ill waires, in^ imrre^^ ftie ii«oiiti to 
dwell, 

, . " » ", . T • :' .• 

(bould read and point thus : • 

^ Wliofo in pdrtipe of pfo\trd dlate, qaoth (he, ' 
** fXo^ fyi^i^;ajnd hati^^ij^felfe in (Q«ir|ly. \4\si^' 
** Or waftes his dafes in darke obfcuritee, , 
** And in oblivion ever buried is; ' - 

Hial is, iThe ealy 4nQ indolent lifd, either ot*a courtier or of 

areclafe^ Ufulne^jfio many temptteftioiib: • ^ - '1 <; ' 

'^ But who his limbs with labours, and his mynd 
*^ Behaves with cared, c^tiot fo eafy mis :*' 
TioLtU^ Wliolb keepi h».miiid aiid boify witbm botmds; % 
having thfBm cooftantly employed with bufmefs, or wi^h aj^ion, 
is tefis fiable to tentptalion, cannot fo eafily err ; &r th^? mis 
is ufed in F. Q. iii. ix. 2. Church. 

XL. 7. Behaves] Here is an inftance of behaved ufed in 
ito primitive fenfe, Germ. Aoden, Anglo-S. Aoi^^m, Jefaabban, 
to pqffefi^ ufcy or occupy: Somn. ^^ Who behaves, erhploj/efy 
$lfef &c* his limbs with labour, and his mind with eetres/" r. e. 
miihftud^^ 9Mdt thought \ as cura is ufed iA Latiti. U^pton". 



And wil be found with perill and with paine; 
N^ cftn the man, that moulds in y die cell, ' 
Unto her happy: maniion attaine : . 
Before her gate High God did S weaito ordaine. 
And wakefull Watehesi ever io abide: ^^ 
But eafy is the^ay and poid^ge plaine . 
To Pleafikres paUace; it may foone be f[Me, 
.And day and nightiier dores to ufisiiiand open 
i wide. ^ ^ i : > 






" In Prioces Court^-rfTbe r^ flie^ w^uld^te^w 
iayd, in; 

But that the fooliOi onan, (fild with delight 
Of her fweete weeds that all his fence dif** 

mayd, , ^ j 

And with her wondrous beauty ravifht quight,) 
Gan burne in iilthy luft ; and, leapibg light, 
Thought in his bailard armes her to embrace. 
With. that Ihe, fwarving baofce, her iavelin 

bright '..r / ' 

Againft him bent, and fiercely did ittendce : 
So turned her about, and fled away lE^aoe. 

5CLIII. 

Which when the P^faunt iaw, amazd he lloed. 
And grieved at her flight ; yet durft he not 



Xlfh 5i Before hex gate &c.j Before lionQUr's gf^t^. §e€ 
Hefiod, Epy. 287> & ieq. Jortik. . ^ \ . 

XLII.o. ■ ; bailard nr^Tie^] That is, hafe oxn^ 

See the notes on " bayard feare," F. Q. i* vi. 24. TopD, 
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Piirfew her fteps through wild unknowen 

wood ; 
Beiid^ he feard her wrath, and threatned 

Ihott, 
Whiles in the buih he lay, not yet forgott : 
Ne car'd he greatly for her prefence vayne. 
But turning feid to Trompart ; " What fow le 

blott 
Is this to Xnight, that Lady (hould agayne 
Depart to woods untoiicht, and leave fo proud 

difdayne V* 

XLIV. 

" Perdy/' faid Trompart, " lett her pas at 
will, 
Lf^aft by her prefence daunger mote befelL 
For who can tell (and fure I feare it ill) 
But that fhee is fome powre celeftiall ? 
For, whiles (he fpake, her great words did 

appall 
My feeble corage, and my heart opprefle. 
That yet I quake and tremble over all/' 

«... '' • fc 

XLIII. 6. Ne car'd he greatly for her pr^evce vayne,] That 
is, ufelefs; her prefence was of no fervice or ufe to him. 
Though vm^ne may be here ufed according to its more common 
ignification^ and joined with he, i. e. nor did he, vain man, &c. 

Upton. . 

XLIII. 9. Depart to woods untoiicht, and leave fo proud dif- 
dayne /] Untoucht, intada. Cati^ll. in Carm. Nuptial, " Sic 
Virgo dum inta&a manet." Horat. L. i. Od. 7. " InioBoi 
PaUadis." And have fo proud difdayne y i. e. And leave Tq 
prpud a difdaia behind her; or, and leave us fo difdainfully. 

Ufton. 

* « • 
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^ And I,^ (aid Braggadocduo, ^ thoagfat no 
leffe. 
When firft I heard her horn found witk fuch 

ghaftlinefle. 

XLV. 

^ For from mj mothers wombe this grace I have 
Me given by etemail deftiny. 
That earthly thing may not my Gorage brave 
Diimay with feare, or caufe one foote to fiye. 
But either hellifli feends^ or powres on bye : 
Which was the caufe, wh6il earft that borne 

I heard. 
Weening it had beene fbunder in the fkye, 
I hid my felfe from it, as one affisard ; 

But, when I other knew, my (elf I boldly 

reard« 

XLVL : 

^ But now, for feare of worfe that may betide. 

Let us (bone hence depart" They foone 

agree : 

So to his (leed he gott, and gan to ride ; 

As one unfitt therefi^re, that all might fee 

He had iiot trayned bene in chevalree. 

XLV, i. ■' ■ • • ■ — onefooie tofye^ This fe 

the' reading of all the folios, which, as Mr. Upton obferves, 
the fenfe require*. The two firft editions read " on. foote," 
and are followed by the edition of 1751. Hughes'fe, Church's, 
ind Tonfoti*s edition oi 17^8, join with Upton in reading 
^ OM {oolety Todd. 

• XLVL 5- He bad not trayntd bent in chevalree.'] The 
Kiiight^ ^fao wa$ regularly educated, is always reprefented in 
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Which well that valiaunt courfer did difcerne ; 
For he defpifd to tread in dew degree, 
But chaufd and fom'd with corage fiers and 
fterne, 
And to be ^d of that bafe burden ilill did efne. 



tales of chivalry ftnd romance as governing his (teed with 
dignity and eafe. Thus alfo De St. Falaye tells us: '* II falloit 

que r afpirant k la Chcvalerie r^unit en lui feul toute la 

force n^celfaire pour les plus rudps metiers, & T adrefle der 
arts les plus difficiles, avec les talens d^ un excellent homme da 
ckevai." See likewife C. iv. ft. 1, Todd. 
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CANTO IV. 

Guyon does Furor bind in cha'mes, 

Andjiops Occajton : 
Delivers Pkaon, and therefore 

By Strife is rayld uppon. 



I N brave poursuitt of honorable deed. 
There is I know not what great difference 
Betweene the vulgar and the noble feed. 
Which unto things of valorous pretence 
Seemes to be borne by native influence ; 
As feates of armes ; and love to entertaine : 
But chiefly ikill to ride feemes a fci6nce 
Proper to gentle blood : Some others fiune 

A&o. 3. Dtlivert Phaoo,] This ia the reading of the firft 
edition. See alfo &. 36. The fecond edition reads Pktdon, 
and is followed by every Tubfequent edition, except Church's. 
Mr. Upton, indeed, in bis notes, direOs Uie alteration ofPMm 
%a Pkaon. Todd. 

I. 2. Thfre it I kttt/m not wkal great difference 

Betweene tie vulgar and Ike HPbk/etd,] Spenfer muft 
be trantlated to underiland him, " Neibio quod difcrimen 
magnum ell :" Between the vulgar, tb> o^, and lie nMe/e^d, 
nr ici^. See PIa,to RepuA. \, and the lloicai defiailioQ (^ 
Iv^'o in Diogenes Laertius. Upton, 

I. 7. But chiefly Jkiil to ridefeemet afcihice 

Proper to gentle blood ,] In the reign of Elifabeth, to 
ride well was indeed a (cience diligently cultivated. Numerous 
books on the fobjed were publiflied. The reader will b« 
plealed with an exan^)le, which powerfully illullrates this re- 
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To menage steeds, as did thLs Vaimter ; but ij 
vaine. 
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in 

vaine. 

II. 
But he, the rightful! owner of that fteede. 

Who well could menage and fubdew his pride^ 

The whiles on foot m as forced for to yeed 

With that blacke Palmer, his moft trufty 

guide. 

Who fufFred not his wandring feete to flide ; 

But when ftrong paffion, or weake fleftilinefle, 

mark ; efpecially as it relates to a family, whofe name the 
Faerie Queene has immortalized ; the noble family of Scudamore* 
The an^scdote is cited from a book, not often to be met with, 
entitled, InJiruBiojiSy or Advice to his Grand/on in three parts : 
By William Higford, £fq. Lond. l658. 12mo. In p. 69 he re- 
commends " the noble exercife of riding the great horfe, A 
knight on horfehack is one of the goodly eft fights in the world. 
JVIethinkes 1 fee Sr, James Scudamare, your (hrice poble Grand- 
iathery a brave man of armes both at tilt and barriers, aftei; 
the voyage of Cales and the Canary Iflands (wherein he per- 
formed very remarkable and fignal fervice, under tJ^e condu^ 
of the £arl of Eifex,) enter the tiltyard in a handfome equi- 
page, all in compleate armor, embeliihed with plupies, his 
beaver clofe, mounted upon a very high bounding horfe, (l 
have feen the (hooes of his horfe gli(hir above the heads of all 
the people ;) and, when he came ta the encounter or (hock, 
brake as many fpears as the moil, her Majeily, Q, Elizabeth, 
with a train of ladies, like the ilarrs in the firmament, an4 the 
whole Court looking upon him with a very gratious afpedt. 
And when he came to reiide with Sr. John ^cudamore, his 
£ftther, (two braver gentlemen (hall I never fee together at 
one time, fuch a father, fuch a fon,) himfelf, and otlier brav^ 
cavalliers, and fome of their menials and of his fait, to manage 
eoery morning fix or more brave well-ridden horfes, every horfe 
brought forth by his groom in fuch decency, that Holme-Lacy, 
at that time, feemed not onely an Academy, but even the very 
Court of a Prince." Todd. 

II. 5. Who, flared not &c.] See the thirty fourth ilanza 
in the fiift, canto of this book. Church. 

y3 
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Would from the right way feeke to draw him 

wide, 
He would, through temperaunce and (led- 

faftneffe, 

Teach him the weak to ftrengthen, and the 

ftrong fupprefle. 

III. 

It fortuned, forth faring on his way, 
He faw from far, or feemed for to fee, 
Some troublous uprore or contentious fray. 
Whereto he drew in haft it to agree. 
A Mad Man, or that feigned mad to bee. 
Drew by the heare along upon the grownd 
A handfom Stripling with great crueltee,^ 
Whom sore he bett, and gor'd with many a 
wownd, 

That cheekes with teares, and fydes with blood, 
did all abownd. 

Hi. 2. He hw from fart or feemed for to fee,] ApoH. 
Ithod. Argon, iv. 1479^ 

; — — ftk tU Ti *•*; in ifAjetn fArtn* 

"H^IAEN, i 'EAOKHXEN tTretx^ntrxt IAEX0AI. TODD. 

III. 5. A Mad Man, &c.] Furor, here broken loofe, is 
according to the defcription of this Madman in Petronius : - 

*^ Quos inter Furor, abruptis ceu liber habenis, 

" Sanguineum late toUit caput — " 
Furor is defcribed by Virgil as bound. Compare Homer, J/; 
585,- v/here Mars, the furious god of war, is faid to have been 
impriibned and bound in chains. Hence Virgil took his hint^ 
as likewrfe from a pidure of Apelles, mentioned by Pliny, 
Nat. Hift. L. 35. p. 697. Edit. Hard. See Mn. i. 298. 

" Furor impius intus 



'' Sseva fedens fuper arma, et centum vidus ahenis 
^^ Pod iergum nodis, fremit horridus ore cruento.'' 

Uptok* 
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And him befajnd a wicked Hag did flalke^ 
In ragged robes and filthy diiaray ; 
Her other leg was lame, that ihe no^te wa&e. 
But on a ftaffe her feeble fteps did ftay : 
Her lockes, that loathly were and hoarie 

Grew all afore^ and loosly bong unrold ; 
But all behinde was bald, and wome away. 
That none thereof could ever taken hold ; 
And eke her £sice iU-favour'd, full of wrinckles 
old. 



IV. 3. Her other leg was tame,] Literally from Homer, 

11. e. 217. • 

iieTycbioSy "^rtfof «Q^a* r^y het ^^^ rot iueitofM9y alluding to ibis 
paiTage of Homer : It means, fays Hefychius, one of his legs, 
or rather his left leg. The late learned editor of fiefycbias, 
did not fee the aUufion. Now tnfo^ ia uied fometimes for left^ 
and what is left-handed is unlucky. See Pindar, Pyth^ y\ 
Ter. 62. 

aaro n». 
So Iri^a X9h> ^s ^^6 ^rf^ handy in Plato De Repth. p. 43$. edit» 
H. Steph. A^^4 fAiv h a,vu^8ffct'^n^y M^a ^t ^ 'BT^ayoid.iinfi^ Aii& her 
other leg means here> as in Horner^ the left leg. The pi^ure 
of this ivicked Hag, is the picture of Occajan, in Phsedrvis; 
which has been likewife noticed by the author of the Remarks 
on Spenfer : 

'^ Curfu ille volucri pendens in nOvacula 

^* CalTuSy comofa fronte, nudo corpore, . 
Quern ii occuparis, teneas ; elapfum femel 
Non ipfe ppllit Jupiter reprehendere; 

** Occaftonem reruoii iigniiicat brevem. 

*^ Eflfe6tu8 impediret ne fegnis mora, 

^* Finxere antiqui talem elSgiem Tempcris/' Uptov* 

Y 4 
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V. 

And, ever as flie went, her toung did iralke 

In fowle reproch and termes of vile defpight. 

Provoking him, by her outrageous tadke. 

To heape more vengeance on that wretched 

wight: 

Sometimes (he raught him Clones, wherwith 

to fmite ; 

Sometimes her flafife, though it her one leg 

were, 

. Withoutea which fhe could not goe upright > 

Ne any evil meanes flie did forbeare. 

That might him move to wrath, and indignation 

reare. 

. vi. 

The noble Guyon, mov'd with great remorfe, 
Approching, fifft the Hag did thruft away ; 
And after, adding more impetuous forfe, 
His mighty hands did on the Madman lay. 
And pluckt him backe; who, all on fire 

flreightway, 
Againft him turning all his fell intent, 
With beaftly brutifti rage gan him aflay. 
And fmott, and bitt, and kickt, and fcratcht, 
and rent^ 

And did he wift not what in his avengement, 

VIL 

And fure he was a njan of jnickle mighty 

V, 3; ■ <him,3 . Furor. CnvKcn. 
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Had he had goiernaunce it well to guyde : 
But, when the frantick fitt inflamd his fpright. 
His force was vaine, and ftrooke more often 

wyde 
Then at the aymed marke which he had 

eyde : 
And oft himfelfe he chaunft to hurt un wares, 
Whyleft reafon, blent through paffion, nought 

defcryde ; 
But, as a blindfold bull, at randon fares, 
And where he hits nought knowes, and whom 

he hurts nought cares. 

VIII. 

His rude ^flault and rugged handeling 

Straunge feemed to the Knight, that aye 

with foe 
In fayre defence and goodly menaging 
Of armes was wont to fight ; yet nathemoe 
Was he abaftied now, not fighting fo ; 
But, more enfierced through his currifti play. 
Him fternly grypt, and, hailing to and fro, 
To overthrow him ftrongly did aflay. 

But overthrew himfelfe unwares^ and lower lay : 



VII. 7. Whylejl reafon, blent through pqHiony nought defcryde ;] 
Cicero thus defines furor y viz, '* Mentis ad omnia cascitas, 
y^/c. Di/put. iii. 5. Upton. 

VII. 8. ; at randon] The old fpclling 

^handom. See the note on randon, Shep. Cal. May. Todd. 

VIII. p. lower] That is, /oz». See 

^e note on deeper^ F. Q. i. xi. 24, Church. 



»p 
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IX. 

» « 

And being downe the Villein fore did beate 
AQd bruze with clownifh fifles his manly face : 
And eke the Hag, with many a bitter threat^ 
Still cald upon to kill him in the place. 
With whofe reproch, and odious menace. 
The Knight emboyUng in his haughtie hart 
Knitt all his forces, and gan foone unbrace 
His grafping hold : fo lightly did upftart. 

And drew his deadly weapon to maintmne his 
part. 

X. 

Which when the Palmer faw, he loudly cryde, 
" Not fo, O Guyon, never thinke that fo 
Tlmt Monfter can be maiftred or deftroyd : 
He is not, ah ! he is not fuch a foe. 
As fteele can wound, or ftrength can over- 
throe. 
That fame is Furor, curfed cruel wight. 
That unto knighthood workes much ihame 

and woe ; 
And that fame Hag*, his aged mother, hight 

Occafion; the roote of all wrath and defpight 



IX. 1. And being d(mne\ That is, Him (Guyon) being 
downe, &<;. Chitrch. 

IX. 4. SHU cold upon &c.] That is, Still called upon him 
to IdlL&c. -An elleipfis. T. Warton. 

X. 4. He is not,] Correfted from the Errata, fibjoined 
to the firft edition, by the edit, of 1751, by Church's, Upton's, 
and Tonfon's of 1758. All other editions read " He is no." 

Todd. 
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XI. 

" With her, whofo will raging Furor tame, 
Muft firft begin, and well her dmenage : 
Firft her reftcaiae from her reprochfull blame 
And eriU meanes, with which (he doth en- 
rage 
Her frantick foniie, and kindles his cordge ; 
Then, when (he is withdrawne or ftrong with- 

flood. 
It's eath his ydle fury to afwage. 
And calme the tempeft of his paflion wood : 
The bankes are overflowne when flopped is th6 
flood/' 

XI. 2, ■ ' • ■■ ■ ■ • — dmenage :] Manage^ carriage 

Amenage^ V adlion d' amener. Upton. 

XI. 5. — - — \ '- — cor^ge:^ See the note pn the 

word thus accented, F. Q. ii. i. 42. Todd. 

XI. 8. wood:] Mad. See the note 

onwoocf, F. Q. i. iv. 34. Todd. 

XI. 9« 1'^^ banket are werflowne when Jlopped is the Jiood,] 
The river runs on in its ufual courfe, nnlefs you ftop it ; but» 
flopped, it rages and overflows its banks : So, try not to (lop 
this Madman in his career, but begin firft with Occafion, the 
root of all wrathi. See Ovid, Hem. ji^. 119* 

** Dum Furor in curfu eft currenti cede Furori : 
'* Difficiles aditus impetus ononis habet.'^ 
He feems like^ftife to have Ovid in view, where he defcribes 
Pentheus. The verfes are fo well turned, and the defcription 
U ib mafterly, that I cannot help tranicribing them. 

Fruftraque inhibere laborant. 



________ (( 



Acrior admonitu eft ; irritaturque'retenta 
^^ £t crefcit rabies ; remoraminaque ipfa nocebant. 
** Sic ego torrentem, qu4 nil obftabat eunti, 
*^ Lenius, et modico ftrepitu decurrere vidi : 
'' At quacunque trabes obftrudaque faxa tenebant, 
" SpomeaSy et fervens, et ab objice fsvior ibat." 

Upton. 



S3S THE FAERIE QUEENE. BOOK II* 

XIl. 

Therewith Sir Guyon left his firft emprife. 
And, turning to that Woman, faft her hent 
By the hoare lockes that hong before her ejes^ 
And to the ground h^r threw : yet n'ould 

fhe (lent 
Her bitter rayling and foule r^vilement ; 
But ftill provokt her fonne to wreake her 

wrong: 
But natbelefle he did her ftill torment. 
And, catching hold of her ungratioos tong, 

Thereon an yron lock did faften firme and 

ftrong. 

xm. 

Then, whenas ufe of fpeach was from her reft, 
With her two crooked handes flie lignes did 

make. 
And beckned him ; the laft help (he had left : 
But he that laft left helpe away did take, 

XII. 4. : — : ftent] Stint, reftrain. 

Church. 
XII. 7. -■ he] Sir Guidon. Church. 

XII. 8. : tong,] This is the 

reading of the fecond edition, which Spenler feems to have 
intended, by having twice corrected the word. For, in the 
firft edition, it is tongue, which, in the Errata to that edition, 
is corre^ed tonge ; and, in clofer conformity to the rhymes, 
(agzieeably to the poet's pradice,) was afterwards printed tong. 
The folio. of 1679* the editions of 1751, Church's, Upton's, 
and Toufon's of 1758, read tong. All others read tongue, 

Todd. 

XIII. 3. — — him] Her/on^ Chvbxiu . 

XIII, 4. be] Sir Guidon, Church. 
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And both her l#ades faft bound unto a ilake. 
That (he no'te ftirre. Then gan her fonne 

to flyfe 
Full faft away, and did her quite forfake : 
Bat Guybn after him in haft did hye. 
And foone him overtooke in fad perplexitye. 

In his ftrong armes he ftifly him embrafle, 
Who him gain-ftriving nought at all prevaild ; 
For all his power was utterly defafte. 
And furioiis fitts at earft quite weren qiiaild: 
Oft he re'nforft, and oft his forces fayld, 
Yet yield he would not, nor his rancor flacke. 
Then him to ground he caft, and rudely hayld. 
And both his hands faft bound behind his 
backe, 

And both his feet in fetters to an yron racke. 

XV. 

With hundred yron chaines he did him bind. 
And hundred knots, that did him fore con- - 
ftraine : 



Yet his great yron teeth he ftill did grind 



XIV. 4. — ■ at earft] Injlantly, So, in ft. 39, 

'* Abandon this foteftalled place at trfi'* Church. 

XIV. 5. — re'nforft,] Reinforced^ made frefti at-* 

t«mpt8. Church. 

XV. 1. With hundred yron chaines he did him bind^^* Hunc 
fraenis, hunc tu compelbe catena^'* fays Horace, fpeaking of 
this fame peKurbed ftate of mind, reprefented by this monfter 
Furor. So Juvenali Sat. viii. '* Pone irae frasna modumque.'^ 

tJFTtjir. 
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And grimly gnaih, threatoing revenge in 

vaine : 
His burning eyen, whom bloody ilrakes did 

ftaine, 
Stared full wide, and threw forth fparkes of 

fyrie ; 
And, more for ranck defpight then for great 

paine, 

Shakt his long locks colourd like copper- 
wyre. 

And bitt his tawny beard to fhew his raging yre. 

XVI. 

Thus whenas Guyon Furor had captivd, 
Turning about he faw that wretched Squyre, 
Whom that Mad Man of life nigh late de- 

privd. 
Lying on ground, all foild with blood and 

myre : 
Whom whenas he perceived to refpyre. 
He gan to comfort, and his woundes to 

drefle. 
Being at laft recured, he gin inquyre 
What hard miftiap him brought to fuch dif- 

treffe. 
And made that Caytives thrall, the thrall of 

wretchednefle. 

XVII. 

With hart then throbbing, and with watry eyesi 



CANTO lY. THE FAERIE QUEEN& S35 

" Fayre Sir/' quoth he> *< what mani!aii ihun 

thd hap, 
That hidden lyes unwares him to furpry fe ? 
Misfortune waites adva^ntage to entrap 
The mdn moft wary in her whelming lap- 
So me \i^eake wretch, of many weakeft one, 
Unweetihg arid unware of fuch milhap^ 

XVIL2. Pt^reSiry quoth he, &c.] The following (lory 
ivhich this young man tells, is taken from the fifth book of 
Orlando Furiofo, Harington, who tranilated Ariofto, mentions 
that tfai& ^ry tdp was writteh by Mx. Turberville. Paf t of 
the tale Shakfpeare| has formed into his play, called Much Ado 
aboui Nothing. Upyok. 

Mr. Steevens, noticing this paflkge, mentions, however, a 
novel of Bellefored, copied from another of Bandello^ which, 
^* feenis to have farniihed Shakfpeare with his fable, as it ap- 
proaches n^rer in all its particulars to the play before us, 
than any other performance known to be exts^nt/^ And Dr. 
Farmer fufpeds that, although Arioflo is continually quoted 
for the fable of Much Ado about Nothings Shakfpeare was fatis* 
fied with the Geneura of Turberville. — Harington, in his tiotes 
on the tranflation of Ariollo, relates that fome had affirmed, 
** that this very matter, though fet downe here by other 
names, happened in Ferrara to a kinfewoman of the Dukes, 
which is here figured vnder the name of Geneura^ and that 
indeed fuch a pradife was vfed againft her by a great Lord» 
and difcouered by a damfell as is here fet downe. Howfoeuer 
it was, fure the tale is a prettie comicall matter, and hath bene 
written in £ngli(h verfe fome few years pad (learnedly and 
with good grace) though in verfe of another kind, by M. 
George Turberuil." — Spenfer feems to have attended alfo to 
the moral expofition of the charaders and flory, in Bellezze del 
Furiofo di M, L. Ariofio, Venet. 4to. 1574, pp. 64, 65. Topo. 

XVII. 6. So me weake wrefch, of many toeakejt ona» 
Unweeting and unware of fuch mi/hap^ 
She brought to mifchiefe through occaiion, 
Where this fame wicked Villein did me light upon.] 
Tlus is the reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, which all the 
later editions follow, except Church's. The reading of the 
trli editioDi fays Mr. Church, is to be preferred : 
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She bf otight to mifchiefe through occaiion, 
Where this fame wicked Villein did me light 
upon* 

XVIII. 

" It Mras a faithlefle fquire, that was the fourfe 
Of all my forrow and of thefe fad teares. 
With whom from tender dug of con^mune 

nourfe 
Attonce I was upbrought; and eft, when 

yeares 
More rype us reafon lent to chofe our peares, 
Ourfelves in league of vowed love we knitt ; 
In which we long time, without gealous feares 
Or faultie thoughts, contynewd as was fitt; 

And, for my part I vow, diflembled not a whitt 



" So me weake wretcb> of many weakeil xoretchy 

** Unweeting and unware of fuch mifhapy 

" She brought to mifchiefe through her guileful trechy 

*^ Where this fame wicked villein did mewandring ketch/ 
But, as Mr. Upton has obferved, the alteration in the fecond 
edition feems to have been direded by the poet; and ^' through 
occqfion is very rightly added, the whole epifode and allegory 
plainly requiring it." Todd. 

XVIII. 3. IFitk whom from tender dug of commune nourfe • 
Attonce I was upbrought ;] He feems to allude 
to the Italian phrafe, which calls a fofter brother, fratello di 
latte. 'Tie not to be paffed over likewife, that the Iriih, in 
particular, look upon their foiler brothers in a higher degree 
of friendfhip and love, than their own brothers; which Spenfer 
takes notice of in his View of Ireland. This confideration 
makes the pathos more fenfibly affeding. Upton. 

XVIII. 4. eft,] Afterwards, See the note 

on efty F. Q. i. ix. 25. Church. 

XVIII. 8. Or faultie'] In the folios this paflage is thus 
corrupted, " Our faultie &c/^ And the corruption is admitted 
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XIX. 

*^ It was my fortune^ commune to that age^ ' 
To love a Lady fayre of great degreie, 
The which was borne df noble parentage^ 
And ffet in higheift feat of dignitee^ 
Yet feemd no lefle to love then lovd to bee : 
Long I her ferv'd, and found her faithfull ftilU 
Ne ever thing could caufe us difagree : 
Love^ that two harts makes one^ makes eke 
one will : 

£ach drove to pleafe^ and others pleafure to 
fulfill 

** JVIy mend, hight Philemon, I did partake 
Of all my love and all my privitie ; \ 

Who greatly ioyous feemed for my fake^ ' 
And gratious to that Lady^ as to mde; 
Ne ever wight^ that mote fo welcome bee 
As he to her^ withouten blott or blame ; 
Ne ever thing, that (he could think or fee, 
But urita him ihe would impart the fame : 

wi^etched ^man^ that would abufe fo gentle 
dame I 

into Hughes^ flrft edition. Dn Jortinj without feeing Spen- 
fer's own editions, rightly emended it, in his Remarks, " Or 
faultie." Todd. 

XX. 1. ^ — ' I did partake] That is, / made 

partaktr &c. And yet, in P. Q. v* xi. 32, he feems to \xi^ 
the word partake for participate : 

" And ilreight went forth his gladneiTe to parti;ke 

" With Belg^— *' CHuacfT. 

VOL. III. Z 
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XXL 

^ At laft fuch grace I found* and meanes I 
wrought. 
That I that Lady to my fpoufe had wonne ; 
Accord of friendes, confent of parents fought, 
Aflyaunce made, my happineile begonne. 
There wanted nought but few rites to be 

donne. 
Which mariage make : That day too farre 

did feeme ! 
Mod ioyous man, on whom the (hining funne 
Did ihew his face, myfelfe I did efteeme. 
And that my falfer friend did no lefs ioyous 
deeme, 

XXIL 

" But, ere that wifhed day his beame difclofd, 
He, either envying my toward good, 
^r of himfelfe to treafon ill difpoid, ^ 
One day unto me. came in friendly mood. 
And told, for fecret, how he underftood 
That Lady, whom I had to me ailynd. 
Had both diftaind her honorable blood. 
And eke the faith which (he to me did bynd; 

And therefore wifht me ftay, till I more truth 
ihould fynd, 

XXIII. 

** The gnawing anguilh, and Iharp geloly, 

XXII. 2. — my toward good,] That is, mjT 

approaching happinefi. Cuvkqu. 



/ 
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Which his fad fpeach inifixed in my breft^ 
Ranckled fo fore, and feftred inwardly. 
That my engreeved mind could find no reft, 
Till that the truth thereof I did out wreft ; 
And him befought, by that fame facred band 
Betwixt m both, to counfell me the beft : 
He then with folemne oath and plighted hand 
Affurd, ere long the truth to let me underftan^d. 

XXIV. 

" Ere long with like againe he boorded mee, 
Sayings he now had boulted all the floure, 
And that it was a groome of bafe degree, 
Which of my Love was partner paramoure : 
Who ufed in a darkefome inner bowre 
Her oft to meete : Which better to approve, 
He promifed to bring me at that howre, 
When I fhould fee that would me nearer 
move, 

And drive me to withdraw my blind abufed 
love. 

XXV. 

** This gracelefTe man, for furtherance of his 
guile, 

XXIV. 1. — ^~— — — ke boorded i»ee,] He addrejed 
me. See the note on bord, F. Q. ii. xii. l6. Todd. 

XXIV. 2^. ^- had boulted all thejlovrey] Had 

/^ed the whole affair ; bolted it all to the very bran. Chau- 
cer, Nannes Pr. T. 1281. 

" But I ne G&unot bonlte it to the brenne.*' 
That is, I cannot ^]^ it, examine it thoroughly. Hen^ comes 
iboUtng^ an ex^rcife of Gca/s-Inn, fo named from Afting or px^ 
aminingjato fbme law pokiis. Upton. 

«2 
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Did court the handmayd of my Lady deare, 
Who, glad t' embofome his afFe6tion vile, 
Did all ihe might more pleating to appeare. 
One day, to worke her to his will more neare, 
He woo'd her thus ; Pryene, (fo flie hight,) 
What grejit defpight doth fortune to the© 

beare. 
Thus lowly to abafe thy beautie bright, 
That it (hould not deface all others lefler light ? 

XXVI. 

** But if (lie had her leaft helpe to thee lent, 
T' adorne thy forme according thy defart, 
Their blading pride thou wouldeft foone have 

blent, 
And ftaynd their prayfes with thy leaft good 

part; 
Ne (liould faire Claribell with all her art, 
Tho' fhe thy Lady be, approch thee neare : 
For proofe thereof, this evening, as thou art, 
Aray thyfelfe in her moft gorgeous geare. 
That I may more delight in thy embracement 

deare. 



XXV. 6. Prj/ene,} Her name, in ArioflOy Is Dalinda ; in 
Shakfpeare, Margaret. But as Spenibr varies in his nances, 
fo he varies likewife in many other circumilances from the 
original llorj-. Upton. 

XXVI. 7. — = ^ as thou arty'\ That is, lovely 

as thoa art. Church. 

XXVI. p. That I may more &c.] More is here wfed, at 
dfew lerc, i'or great Ij/. bee F. Q. i. x. 4^. Cuuuch. 
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XXVII. 

" The mayden^ proud through praife and mad 
through love, 
Him hearkned to, and foone herfelfe arayd ; 
The whiles to me the treachour did remove 
His craftie engin ; and, as he had layd. 
Me leading, in a fecret corner layd. 
The fad fpeftatour of my tragedie : 
Where left, he went, and his owne falfe part 

playd, 
Difguifed like that grooine of bafe degree, 

Whom he had feignd th' abqfer of my love to bee. 

XXVIII. 

** Eftfoones he came unto th' appointed place. 
And with him brought Pryen6, rich arayd, 
In Claribellaes clothes : Her proper face 
I not defcerned in that darkefome (hade. 
But weend it was my Love with whom he 

playd. 
Ah God ! what honrour and tormenting 

griefe 
My hart, my handes, mine eies, and all af- 

fayd! 
Me liefer were ten thoufand deathes priefe 
Then wounde of gealous worme, and fhame of 

fuch repriefe. 

XXIX. 

" I home retouming, fraught with fowle defpight, 
A^d chawing vengeaunce all the way I went^ 

z 3 
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Soone a$ my loathed Love appeard in fight, 
With wrathful! hand I flew her innocent ; 
That after foone I dearely did lament : 
For, when the caufe of that outrageous deede 
Demaunded I made plaine and evident, 
Her faultie handmayd, which that bale did 

breede, 
Confeft how Philemon her wrought to chaunge 

her weede. 

XXX. 

♦^ Which when I heard, with horrible affright 
And hellifti fury all enragd, I fought 
Upon myfelfe that vengeable defpight 
To punifti \ Yet it better firft I thought 
To wreake my wrath on him, that firft it 

wrought: 
To Philemon, feilfe fay tour Philemon, 
I caft to pay that I fo dearely bought : 
Of deadly drugs I gave him drinke anon, 

And wftftitaway his guilt with guilty potion. 

XXXI, 

^* Thus heaping crime on crime, and griefe on 
griefe. 
To lofle of Love adioyning loffe of Frend, 
I meant to purge both with a third mifchiefe^ 
And in my wpes beginner it to end ; 
That was Pryen6 ; flie did firft offend, 
She laft fliould fmart; With which cruell 

intent, 
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Wh^k I at her my murdrous blade did bend. 
She iSed away with ghaiHy dreriment^ 
And I, pourfewing my fell purpofe^ after went. 

XXXII. 

** Feare gave her winges, and Rage enfbrft my 

flight; 
Through woods ajid plaines fo long I did her 

chace. 
Till this Mad Man, whom your vi6torious 

might 
Hath now fail; bound, me met in middle 

i|)ace : 

As I her, fo he me pourfewd apace. 

And Ihortly overtooke : I, breathing yre. 

Sore chaufFed at my ftay in fuch a cace. 

And with my heat kindled his cruell fyre; 

Which kindled once, his mother did more rage 

infpyre. 

xxxui. 

" Betwixt them both they have me doen to dye. 

Through wounds, and flrokes, and ftubborne 

handeling, 

Thut death were better then fuch agony. 

As griefe and fury unto me did bring ; 

Of which in me yet ftickes the mortall (ling. 

That during life will never be appeafd V 

XXXIL ]. F0!^f gofce ker winges^] Virgil, J?ft. yiii. 224^ 
^' Pedibus Timor addidil alas/' Todd.. 
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.^ When he thus ended had his forroi^ing. 
Said Guyon ; ^' Squyre, fore hi^vel ye beene 

difeafd; : 

But all your hurts may fopne through temper- 

auce be eafd/' 

XXXIV. 

Then ga» the Paimqr thus j *^ Mqft wretched 
' man, 

That to AfFe6lion? does the bridle lend j 
' In their beginning they are weake and wan. 

But foone through fuflTrange growe <:o fe^re-r 
^ full end: 

Whjles they are weake, betiraei? with them 

contend ; 

• » . . . ■ ' 

For, when they once tp perfe6l ftrength dp 

Strong warres they make, and cruell battrv 

bend 
Gainfl; fort of Reafon, it to overthrow i 
Wrath, Gelofy, Griefe, Love, thisSquyre have 

\^l(\e thus low, 

X)^XIV. 2. That to Affeaions &c.] AJf^iona^ i. e. pafr 
fioiis. So the Latin, qfeHm. The thought ii^'the Yaine as in 
Senepa, Zfi)?/7o/j^^ V. 131, ' ' ; , 

" Qiiifquis in primo obftitit 

" Repulitque amorem, tutu3 ac vidor fiiit. 
** Qui blandiepdo du^cje nutrivit malun^, \ 

" Sero recufat ferre, (juod fubiit| juguni." Uptqk. 
XXXIV. 7* Strang xoarres they, makt^ and cruell hatttcy sbend 

Gainjtfort of Reqfon^l This is preparing you 
before-hand for the Caftle and Fort, wherein the Soul, Reafon, 
«nd Wifdom, dwf^ll ; more minutely defcribed, in F. Q, ii; ix« 
JO^ ii. xi. 5. Upton. 
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*^ Wrath, Gealofie, Griefe, Love, do thus expell: 
AVrath is a fire ; and Gealofie a weede ; ' 
Griefe is a flood ; and Love a monfter fell r 
The fire of fparkes, the weede of little feede. 
The flood of drops, the monfl:er filth did 

breeder 
But fparks, feed, drops, and filth, do ifhus 

delay ; 
The fparks foone quench, the fpringing feed 

out weed. 
The drops dry up, and filth wipe cleane 

away : 
So flmll Wrath, Gealofy, Griefe, Love, die and 

decay/' 

XXXVI. 

^^ Unlucky Squire,'' faide Guyon, '* fith thouhaft 
Falne into mifchiefe through intemperaunce, 
Henceforth take heede of that thou now hafl; 
. paft, ^ ' 

And guyde thy waies with wane govemaurtce, 
Leaft worfe betide thee by fome later chaimce. 
But read how art thou nam'd, and ^ what kin/' 

* 

XXXV. 1. ' rfo thm expell:] That is, 

Bo thou thus expell. Prefently after, Do thus delay y i. e. See 
that thou dqfi thus delay, put qfy take awaifj &c. Upton. 

XXXV. 6. delay ;] Put away. So, in 

F. Q. iv. viii. 1. " Till ti;ne the temped doe thereof delay 
with futferaunce foft." Church. 

XXXVI. 5. Lea^ worfe Sic] Compare John v. 14. " Sia 
no more, left a worfe thing come unto thee." Topd. 
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" Phaon I hight/' quoth he, " and do ad- 

vaance 
Mine aunceftry from famous Corndin, 
Who firft to ray fe our houfe to honour did 

begin/* ^ 

XXXVII. 

Thus as he fpake, lo ! far away thf^y fpyde 
A Varlet ronning towardes haftily, 
Whofe flying feet fo laft their way applyde. 
That round about a cloud of duft did fly^. 
"Which, mingled all with fweate, did dim 

his eye. 
He foone approched, panting, breathlefle, 

whot. 
And all fo foyld, that none could him defcry ; 
His countenaunce was bold, and baihed not 

For Guyons lookes, but fcornefull ey-glaunce 

at him Ihot. 

xxxviu. 

Behind his backe he bore a braf^n ihield. 
On which was drawen faire, in oolours fit,, 
A MxniBg&te in midil of bloody field. 
And round abbut the wreath this word was 
writ, 

XXXVI. 7. Phaon] Mr. Upton here rightly reads Pkaon^ 
with the firft edition and Church's. All oUier editions read 
PAedon. See the note on the Argument. Todd. 

XXXVUI. 4. -' — ^twvword] This motto, as Mr. 

Church obferves. Hughes's fecond edition, and Tonfon's edi- 
tiou of 1758, read " tkefe words were wiiU*^ Bat this obtru- 
five emendation is unneceffary, Todd. 
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Bmmt I doe butme : Right well beleeraed it 
To be the fhield of fome redoubted Knight: 
And in his hand two dartes exceeding flit 
And deadly (harp he held, whofe heads were 
dight 
In poyfon and in blood of malice and defpight. 

XXXIX. 

When he in prefence came, to Guyon firft 
He boldly fpafce; « Sir Knight, if Knight 

thou bee, 
Abandon this foreftalled place at erft,. 
For feare of further harme, I counfell thee ; 
Or bide the chaunce at thine owne ieopardee.** 
The Knight at his great boldneffe wondered ; 
And, though he feorn'd his ydle vanitee, 
Yet mildly him to purpofe anfwered ; 

For not to grow of nought he it conieftured ; 

XL. 

Varlet, this place moft dew to me I deeme, 
Yielded by him that held it fordb]|y : 



XXXVni. 5. Burnt I doe burnt :] Nothing kr hK^ne ttm\»- 
moDy I bad almoft faid more tedious and difgulling in the old 
romances, than defcriptions of the imprelfes on the (hields of 
knights and heroes. The author of ttie romance of Falmerin 
of England^ and Boiardoy in the fecond book of the Orlando 
InnamoratOf are uncommonly elaborate in this refped. Perhaps 
the origin of thefe blafonries may be attributed to ^fchylus's 
account of various fliields in his Sept, Theb. Todi!>* 

XL. X. Varlet,] Page or Squire, In the old romances 
variet is a common phrafe for thefe attendants upon Knights. 
See the note on Svmyne^ F. Q. i. viii. 13, and on groome^ F, 
Q. ii. iii. 32, Toj>d« 
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But whence flio^d come that harme, which 

thou dolt feeme 
Tq threat to him that miades his chaunoe t' 

abye?'' 
" Perdy/' fayd he, " here conies,, and is 

hard by, . 
A Knight of wondrous ppwre and great affay. 
That never yet ei^countred en^my, 
But did him deadly daunt, or fowte difmay ; 
Ne thou for better hope, if thou hi^ prefence 

ftay/' , 

^* How hight he,*' then fayd G uyon, " and from 
whence ?" 
^^ Pyrochles is his name, renowmed farre 
For his bold feates and hardy confidence^ 
Full oft appro vd in many a cruell warre ; 
The brother of Cymochles ; both wnich arre 
The fonnes of old Aerates and Defpight ; 
Aerates, fonne of Phlegeton and larre ; 
But Phlegeton is fonne of Herebiis and Night ; 

But Herebus fonne of Aeternitie is hight. 

XLI. 2. Pi^rochlea] Corrected from the Errata. Tlie liril 
and fecond editions read Pyrrhochks. Church. 

Ibid. Pyrochles is his tiame^ &c.] Compare the charadler 
of Hotfpur in Shakfpeare. Boyd. 

XLI. 8. But Phlegeton is fonne &c.] So all the editions, 
bat they are certainly wrong, as the verfe has fix feet. Spen- 
fer, I fliould think, wrote thus : 

" Aerates, fonne of Phlegeton and larre; 
** Phlegeton, fonne of Herebus and Night : 
" But Herebus &c." Church. 
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XLII. 5 

" So from immortall race he does proceede. 
That moFtall hands may not withstand his 

might, 
Drad for his derring doe and bloody deed ; 
For all in blood and fpoile is his delight. 

I ix^ake no doubt that Spenfet gave it thas : 

" But Phlegeton, of Herebus and Night/' 
The conftru<^ion is very eafy and natural : ** Both which arc 
the fons of Aerates and Defpight, Aerates fon of Phlegeton 
and Jarre, but Phlegetdn of Herebus and Night ; and Herebus 
fon of iEternity is hight :'' the two buts feeming to be the 
printer's errour. Uptok. 

XLI. 8. fonne of Herebus and Night ;] Spenfer 

is juil to mythology in reprefentiug Erebus and Night as ma/* 
ried. In another place this addrefs is made to Night : *' Black 
Erebus thy hufband is," F. Q. iii. iv. 55. T. Warton. 

Phlegeton, according to Spenier, is the fon of Erebus and 
Nox ; according to Boccace, he is the fon of Cocytus ; and 
-mentioned as an inferniil river and deity in Virgil, ^n. vi. 265. 

^' Dii quibus imperium ei\ animarum, umbraeque filentes 

" Et Chaos et Phlegethott — " 
Again^ alluding to its etymology, JEn, vi. 550. 

^ Quas rapid us Oammis ambit torrentibus amnis 

" Tartareus Phlegethon^ torquetque fonaiitia faxa." 

You fee then how properly this fiery infernal deity is the fup- 

pofed father of Aerates. Jarre is the Litigium of Boccace, the 

"Ei*? of Homer, and the Difcordia of Virgil. AcrateSy i^ An^curr.^^) 

^nd Defpight y ( Difpetto, malice^ ill-willy &c.) are not mentioned 

particularly by the mythologies; but they may be included 

under thofe vile affections of the mind, which are faid to be 

the offspring ot Night and Erebus. The fonnes of Aerates and 

Defpight are Cymochleu and Pyrochles; the former having his 

name from xvfjut non modb JluHus fed et variormn malorum fre- 

qnentia et xTJj^ gloria, meaning one who feeks for vain honours 

in a fea of troubles; the latter, from vvf igtiis et xXio^ gloria, 

Mternitie alfo is mentioned in Boccace: ** Sequitur de^V^m- 

'iatt, quam ideo veteres Demogorgoni fociam dedere, ut is qui 

nuUus erat videretur aetemus, ^c." Uptok. 

XLH. 3. *' ■ ■ Aw derring doe] YVis daring d^tds. 

Set tb« note on derring doers, F. Q. iv. ii. 33. Todd. 
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His am I Atin, hh in wrong and right. 
That matter make for him to worke upon, 
And ftirre him up to (Irife and cruell fight. 
Fly therefore, fly this fearefuU ftead anon, 
Leaft thy foolhardize worke thy fad confufion/' 

XLIIL 

" His be that care, whom moil it doth concerne," 
Sayd he; •' but whether with fuch hafty flight 

' Art thiou now bownd ? for well mote I difcerne 
Great caufe, that carries thee fo fwifte and 



light. 



ff 
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My Lord,'' quoth he, " me fent, and 
flreight behight 
To feeke Occafion, where fo flie bee : 
. For he is all difpofd to bloody fight, 

And breathes out wrath and hainous cnieltee ; 
Hard is his hap, that firfl: fals in his ieopardee.'' 

XLIV. 

" Mad man,'' faid then the Palmer, " that 
does feeke 



^ XLII. 5. Jtm,] The Squire of Pyrochles, the 

Hirrer up of ftiife and revenge. He has the name of a godded, 
whom Hconer mentions, and who had jail the fame offices 
nUotledher: 

r— — — — *ATH, S «wirr«5 »«T«». . Uptok. 

XUl. 8. ftead] That is, Jied; place 

/Church.* 

XLIIL 5. freight behight] Striafy 

commanded. Church. 

XLIIL ^. yohtrtfo fiit htti\ Occaliott, io 

tliis line, is to be pronodnced in all its fyUable^. Hughes pro- 
nounces it as three fyllables, and givefi^>* tcAer^/bcreihe be/V. 

Church, 
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Oecaiion to wrath, and caufe of ftrife; 
Shee comes unfoughtf and (honned followes 

Happ^I-who can .bOaioe. when Raacrrife 

Kindles Revenge, and threats his nifty knife: 
Woe never wants, where every caufe is 

caught ; 
And rafti Occafion makes unquiet life '/' 
** Then loe ! wher bound fhe fits, whom 

thou haft fought,'* 
Said Guyon ; '^ let that meftage to thy Lord 

be brought." 

XLV. 

That when the Varlett heard and faw, ftreight- 

He wexed wondrous wroth, and faid ; "Vile 

Knight, 
That knights and knighthood doeft with 

fliame upbray. 
And ftiewft th* enfample o£ thy childiflie 

might, 



XLV. 2. ~ ' File Knight, 

That knights and kmghihftod dotfl wUhJhaime upbray f 
Aiidjhewji tk' enfample of thy chiidi/ke nnghtp 
Withjilly weake old woman thus to fight I 
Great glory and gay fpaile Jure haft thou gott^] Al- 
luding to Virgil, iE«. iv. 93. 

'^ Egregiam vero laudem et fpolia ampla referttSy 

" Tuque puerque tuus, magnum et memorabile nomen, 

** Una dolo divAm fi faemina vida duorum elL'^ Jortin. 
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With filly weake old woman thus to fight ! 
Great glory and gay fpoile Aire liaft thou 

gott, 
And fl;outly prov'd thy puifi&unce here in 

fight! 
That fhall Pyrochles well xequite, I wott, 
And with thy blood abolifti fo reprochfiiU blott/' 

XLVI. 

With that, one of his thrillant darts he threw, 
Headed with yre and vengeabfe defpight : 
The quivering fteele his aymed ^nd wel knew, 
And to his breft itfelfe intended jight : 
But he was wary, and, ere it empight 
In the meant marke, advaunil his fiiield 

atween. 
On which it feizing no way, enter might, 
But backe rebownding left the forckhead 

keene : 
^ Eftfoones he fled away, and might no where 

be feene. 



XLV. 5. — 1 thus io Jight /] This is the reading 

of the lecond edition, and feems more perfpicuous than that 
of thie firft, which gives ** that did fight." Mr. Church, how- 
ever, prefers the reading of the firft edition. All other edi- 
tions read " thus to fight," except that of 1751, which reads 
" thvs did fight." Todd. 

XLV. 6. Great glory &ic J] Ironically fpoken. Church. 

XLVI. 1. hk thrillant darts] His piercing 

darts. See the noteron thrilled, F. Q. iiL ii. 32. Todd. 
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CANTO V. 

Pyrbchks dbes with Guyonjight^ 

And Furors chayne untyeSy 
fVho him fore ivounds ; whiles Atin to 

Cymochlesfor aydjlyes. 

t. 
Whoever doth to Temperauncie apply 
His (ledfaft life, and all his a6lions frame^ 
Truft mC) (hal find no greater enimy, 
Then ftubborne Perturbation^ to the fame ; 
To which right Wei the wife doe give tha* 

name ; 
For it the goodly peace of ftaied mindes 
Does overthrow^ and troublous warre pro-* 

clame : 

Arg. 2i And Furors c^djm^ untyes^ 

Who him ybre wounds ; whiles Atin to 
CymochUi for ayd flyes;] This is the reading of 
the firft edition. The fecond edition reads, 
" And Furors chayne unbinds : 
" Ofwhome fore hurt, for his ftvengt 
** Atin Cyvaochie&jinds :" 
All the later editions follow this reading, except thofe of 
Church and Upton, which adhere to the firlh Todd. 
i. 5. To which right wel the wtfe doe ^vt that name; 
For it the goodly peace of ftaied mindes 
Does overthrow^] Pe'rturbatio, k perturbando ; for it 
does overthrow the peace of the mind. ^* To which right well 
the wife do give that name/^ See Cicero, Tufc^ Difp, in. 11. 
*^ Perturbatio, animi motus, vel rationis expers, v^l^ rationem 

VOL. III. A a 
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His owne woes author, who fo bound it findes. 

As did Pyrochles, and it wilfully unbindes. 

II. 
After that Varlets flight, it was not long 

Ere on the plaine fall pricking Guy on fpide 

One in bright armes embatteiled full ftrong. 

That, as the funny *beam6s' do glaunce and 

glide 
Upon the trembling wave, fo Ihined bright. 
And round about him threw forth fparkling 

fire. 
That feemd him to enflame on every fide : 
His fteed "was bloody red, and fomed yre. 
When with the maiftring fpur he did him 

roughly fl:ire. 

III. 
Approching nigh, he never (laid to greete, 

Ne chaffar words, prowd corage to provoke, 

. afpemans, vel rationi non obediens ; ifque motus aut boni aut 
mali opinione excitatur.'^ Again, iv. 15. " Peiturbatioiies^ 
quae fuat turbidi animorum concitatique motusi averfi k ra- 
tione et inUtticiirimi menti vitaeque tranquilke.'^ See alfo De 
Finib, iii. 11, where we find the four perturbations here cha- 
ra6terifed by Spenfer ; iegritudoy i. e. forrow and difcomfort, 
exemplified in the mother of the Babe, with the bloody hand ; 

formidOf in Braggadocchio and Trompart; libido f in Cymochles 

.4md Acrafia; Hitit^ i, e. lottUUiyfew gtjiientis anind eiutio valup* 
tuaria^ in FhTddrisu Upton. 

I. 8. His ofwne %vo€S author, wiofo bound it^n^es,'] ThajL is, 
he is the author of his own woes, whpfoeyer finds,, Perturba^- 

'. tioj) bouod or r^ilrai&ed^ and tvilful)y unbinds it, a$ here Py- 
rochles did. V^Tom. » 

II» 9. ■ ' ■ . " ftire,] Sfir, incite, Latt tncf*- 

tar^. ScrJtmius. Cbuech. 
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But prickt fo fiers, that miderneatii liis feete 
The imouldring duft did rownd about him 

fmoke^ 
Both horfe and man nigh able for t6 choke J 
Andj fayrly couching his fteeleheaded fpearci 
Him firft faluted with a fturdy ftroke t 
It booted nought Sir Guyon, comming neal*e, 
To thincke fuch hideous puiflaunce on foot to 

beare } 

IV. 

But lightly fliuhned it ; and, paffing by^ 
With his bright blade did fmite at him fo 

fell, 
That the (harpe fteele, arriving forcibly 
On his broad fhield, bitt not, but glauncing 

M 
On his horfe necke before the quilted fell. 
And from the head the body fund red quight : 
So him difmounted low he did compell 
On foot with him to matchen equall fight ; 
The truncked beaft faft bleeding did him fowly 
dight. 



IV. ii ■ ^ T^S *y»l -As he paffed by, 

enpajUmt. Church. 

IV. 5. On his horfe necke] See the note on lym xvhclpeSf 
F. Q. i. vi. 27. Ch u ach . 

IV. 9. The truncked bea^] The beaft whofe body was wVA- 
out the head. Lat. truncatus^ maimed or mangled. So, in 
Lucady *< Trtmcata corpora.'^ Todd. 
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V 

Sore bruzed with the fall he flow uprofe, 
And all enraged thus him loudly (hent; 
" Difleall Knight, whofe coward corage chof^ 
To wreake itfelfe on beaft all innocent. 
And Ihund the marke at which it fliould be 

ment ; 
Therby thine armes feem ftrong, but man- 
hood frayl : 
So haft thou oft with guile thine honor blent ; 
But litle may fuch guile thee now avayl. 

If wonted force and fortune doe me not much 

V. 2. : — : (hent ;] Reproached^ blamed. 

" Scendey to hurt, impaire. Scettdud, hurt or blame : We yet ufe 
the word Jhent for blame or rebuke:** Verftegan. *' Germ, fcbaen- 
•den, dedecorare, Anglo- Sax. jfcenban, to Jhame, to difgrace, 
Chaucer hsLihJhendenr in the fame fenfe, viz. to blarney io Jj^oile^ 
to marre, to hurt," Somn. Upton. 

V. 3. Difleall Knight^] The word dijleally from the Italian 
difleale^ as Mr. Upton alfo has obferved, frequently occurs ia 
the old romances, and carries with it the highed a^ront, figni- 
fying perfidious^ treacherous, &c. And thus, in French, ieal 
imported every thing becoming the character of a worthy 
knight. It is thus recorded on the tomb of MelT. Ferry de 
Croy, Seigneur de Raux, &c. in the Abbey de S. Fueillein, 
that, in all the high offices which he had filled, he had behaved 
*' comme bon and leal Chevalier fans faire faute, jtifques h la 
fin, kc." See Le Maufol6e de la Toifon d' Or, &c. Amft. 
l6S9, p. 100. Todd. 

Ibid. corage] Coragt is heart, or 

mind. Coragium, in the bafe Latinity, was ufed for cor. 

Upton-. 

y. 7. — : — blent ;] Confounded^ fpoiled 

with mixing. Anglo- Sax, hlenban, mifcere, confundere, 

Uptok. 

V. 9. — doe me not much fayl.] This is 

altered in all the editions^ but the fird, into ** doe not tnt much 
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yi. 

With tb^t he drew his flaming fword, and 

ftrooke 
At him fo fiercely, that the upper marge 
Of his fevenfolded fliield away it tooke, 
And, glamicing on his helmet, made a large 
And open galh therein : were not his targe 
That broke the violence of his intent. 
The weary fowle from thence it would dif- 

cbai^e ; 
Natheleffe fo fore a buff to him it lent, 
That made him reele, and to his breft his bever 

bent. 

VIL 

Exceeding wroth was Guy on at that blow,. 
And much afhamd that (Iroke of living arme 
Should him difmay, and make him floup fo 

low. 
Though otherwife it did him htle harme : 
Tho, hurling high his yron-braced arme, 

fayl." To make tbe accent fall flronger on m^, I would rather 
read "doe not me much fayl." Upton. 

The edition of 1751 had given, without authority and with* 
out remark, the very reading propofed by Mr, Upton. Mr. 
Church follows the firil edition. Tonfon's edition of 1758 ad- 
heres to the fecond and fubfequent editions, '^ doe not muck 
me fayl." Todd. 

- VI. 2. the upper marge 

OfhU seven-folded Jhield] This feems to be Virgil'd 
** clypei extremos feptemplicis orbes," -<£«. xii. 9*25, 

T. Wartox. 
. VII. 5. Tkoy hurling high his yron-braced armefl Ready 
as one word, yran-brMcd : Then hurling aloft bis arm whi^h 

A a 3 
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He fniote fo manly on his ftioulder plate^ 
That all his left fide it did quite difarme ; ^ 
Yet there the fteel (layd not, but inly bate 
I)eepe in his flefh, and opened wide a red 
floodgate, 

yiir. 

Peadly difniayd ^vith horror of that dittt 
Pyrochles was, and grieved eke entyre; 
Y^ nathemore did it his fury ftint, 
But added flame unto his former fire, 
That wel-nigh molt his hart in raging yre ; 



was braced about with iron armour, wX^ffjf ava^^^^fw?, Horn. 
Jl. y, 36c, (foLtryuvu «4|a?, II. it, 456. Compare Virgil, Mn^ 
xii. 729. 

_; « corpore toto 

" AltiL; fublatum confurgit Tu'nusju oifem." 
And F- Q. i. viii. 16. 

— *' high advancing his blood-thirftie blade/' Upton. 
VII. 8. Yet there the fieel Jiayd iwt, &c.] The fword of 
Michael thus cuts afunder the fword of Satan ; 

— _.«— ,_ « fiorjiaid; 

** But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep entering, (har'd 
" All his right fide—" Par. L. B. vi. 325. 
Spcnfer ufes the fame expreflion, F. Q. iv. iv. 24. " The 
tiiclied fteele-^flic/ wo^, &c.*' Todd. 

Ibid. — but inly bate] That is, 

did bite. As ate from eat ; tavght from teach ; fo bate from 
bite. Though the rhynre may excufe, yet 'tis to be defended 
from analogy. He fays jull above, ft. 4, " the (l»arpe fteele 
Mtt not." This expreflSon he ufes very often. See F. Q. i. r. 
9, i. yii. 48. So his friend Sidney, Arcad. p. 255. " His ene- 
mies iiad felt how fliarp the fword could bite of Philoclea'a 
lover." Upton. 

Mr. Wartoh has adduced various paiTages from Phauper in 
which biting is applied to fword ; and from which, although 
iitnilar expreffions might be cited from oth^r ancient poets, 
Spen£er moft probably adoptied it. . Todd. ' 
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Ne. thenceforth his approved fkill, to ward^ 
Of ftrike^ or hurtle rowini ki warUke gyt6^ 
Remembred h^, ne car'd for his iaufgard^ 
But rudely rag'd,: and Uke a criiell tygre far'd. 

IX. 

He hewd, and laiht, and foynd^ and thondred 

And every way did feeke into his life ; 
Ne plate, ne male, could ward fo mighty 
throwes. 



VIII. 7. OrJtrikCf or hurtle rownd in icarlike gyre,] Hurtle 
is corrupted in all the editions except the firil. ** To hurtle 
rownd in warlike gyre/' is to ikirmilh wheeling round the foe^ 
trying to flritehim with advantage. See Ariollo, C. xlv, 7^» 

^* Or da un lato, or da un' altro il va tentando, 
" Quando di qua, quando di la s'aggjira." 
Again^ C. xlvi. 131. 

** L'uno, e Taltro s'aggira, e fcuote, e preme.^' 

, Uptoif, 

Ibid. ' kurtU] This is the reading of the firft 

edition, which the edition of 1751, Church's, Upton's, an<| 

Tonfon's of 1758, follow. The fecond edition reads kurle ; 

the reft, hurkn. See the note on hurtle, F. Q. i. iv. l6. Toi>x>* 

IX. 1. foynd,] Pu/hed as in fencing. 

Often ufed by Spenfer. Ufed olfo by Chaucer. Fr. /oin^ a 
thruil, poindre, ferire. Upton. 

IX. 3. Ne plate, ne male,] See the fame expreflion, F. Q« 
i. vi. 43. See alfo Milton, Par. L. B. vi. 368. " Mangled 
with ghailly wounds through plate and mail ;" on which words 
Richardfon has obferved that plate is the broad folid armour, 
and mail is that compofed of fmall pieces like ihells, or fcales. 
of fi(h laid one over the other, &c. The old poets," I may 
add, were attentive to the diilindion. Thus, in the ancient 
Mjillery of Candlemas-Day, printed in Hawkins's Origin of the 
£ug. X)rama, vol. i. p. 18, a foldier fays to Herod: 
. '* Full fuerly harneyfed in arms ot plate and maile^ 
** The children of Ifraell unto deth we have brought" 

Todd. 
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But yielded pafiage to his cruell knife. 
But Guy on, in the heat of all his ftrife. 
Was wary wife, and clofely did awayt 
Avaunt^ge, wbileft his foe did rage nioft rife ; 
Sometimes athwart, fometinies be ftrook him 
ftrayt, 
And falfed oft his blowes t' illude him with fuch 
baytt 

liike as a lyon, whofe imperiall powre 
A prowd rebellious unicorn defyes, 



' IX. 6. JFfff wary wife,] See the note on tdfe 2Lnd wary^ 
F. Q. ii. i, 4, Todd. 

IX. 9. And fMed oft his blffwes] That is, he made feints ; 

he faljified his thruft in fencing by making feigned palfes. 

Chaucer fays of Crefeide ; " ihefalfid Troilus," L. v. 1053. 

i. e. Ihe (t^edfal/elr/ hy^ Ihe deceived^ Troilus. Fr6m the ItaK 

falfare, Upton. 

^.1. Like as a lyon^ tvhofe imperiall powre 

A proved rebellious vnicorn defyes, &c.] As to the 
(lories told of the fighting of the lyon and unicorn, they are 
lit for children, thongh told by grave writers. Rebellimis he 
calls it, according to what }s faid of the unicorn, in Job 
xxxix. 10, and by the commentators : See Bochart concerning 
this creature, and its precious and wonderful horn. The fol- 
lowing is tranflated from Gefner, ** The unicorn is an enemy 
to lyons ; wherefore as foon as ever a lyon feeth a unicorn, he 
runneth to a tree for fuccour, that fo, when the unicorn maketh 
at him, he may not only avoid his horn, but alfo deftroy him : 
for the unicorn, in the fwiftnefs of his courfe, runneth againil 
the tree, wherein his iharp hon> fticketh faft : then, when the 
lyon feeth the unicorn faftened by the horn, without all danger 
he falleth upon him, and killeth him, Thefe things ai*e re- 
ported by a king of .Ethiopia in a Hebrew epiftle unto the 

bifhop of Rome. They fpeak of the horn as the mod ex* 

ce)lei^t remedy in the world.-r-There was brought unto the 
king of France a very great unicorn's hom, valued -at fouj't 
(core thouf<|ud ducats/' yPTOK* 
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T' avoide the raili ailiult and ^ratbfol llawre 
Of his fiers foe, him to a tree apply es> 1 
And when him ronning in full courfehe fpyes, 
He (lips afide ; the whiles that iurious beaft 
His precious home, fought of his enimyes, 
Strikes in the ftocke, ne thence c^n be releaft, 
But to the mighty vifikor yields a bounteotisfeaft. 

XI. 

AVith fuch feire fleight him Guy on often fay Id, 
Till at the laft all breathlefle, weary, faint. 
Him fpying, with freih onfett he aflayld, 
And, kindling new his corage feeming queint, 
Strooke him fo hugely, that through great 

conftraint 
He made him iloup perforce unto his knee. 
Arid doe unwilling worflhip to the Saiht, 
That on his ihield depainted he did fee ; 

Such homage till that inflant never learnied hee. 

XIL 

Whom Guyon feeing ftoup, pourfewed faft 
The prefent offer of faire viftory, 
And foone his dreadfuU blade about he caft, 

XI. 1, -^-r-^s — 8- feyld,] Deceived. Lat. 

fallere. So, in F. Q. iii. xi. 46. ** So lively and fo like, that 
living fenfe it^iiy/</." Chuhch. 

.XI. 4, ■ queint,] For quencht, 

extingui.Oied. Ghuiich. 

XI. 7f ^- to the Saint f Sec] He calls 

her " that heavenly Mayd," meaning Gloriana, F. Q. ii. i 28. 
See alfo F. Q. ii. viii. 43. Church. 

XII. 3. And foone his dreadfuU blade abovt he cajly] Virg; 
^n. ix. 441. " Rotat eufem lulmineum." Upton. 
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Wherewith he fmote his haughty creft fo hye. 
That ftreight on grownd ' made him full low 

to lye; 
Then on his breft his viStor foote he thnift : 
/Witii that he cryde; ^ Mercy, doe me not 

dye, 
Ne deeme thy force by fortunes doome uniuft. 
That hath (maugre her Ipight) thus low me laid 

mduft." 



XII. 6. Then on his brejt his vi^or foote he thrujt ;] This is 
^iccording to ancient cuiiom. 'vAnd it came to paiis, when 
they broiight out thofe kings unto Jofhua, that Jofhua called 
for all the men of Ifrael, and faid xinto the captains of the 
men of war, which went wiUi him, Come near, put your feet 
upon thfi necks of them*' Hence, figuratively, for fnbjedkion 
aiid fervitude Yis freqtlently ufed, ^ viii. 8, I Cor, xv. 25, 
Heb. ii. 8, Hom. II. f. 6^^ Virg. ^En, x. 495, Tafib, C. ix. 80. 
Spenfer frequently alludes to tliis cuftom ; it may not there- 
fore be improper to mention it this once. U^ton. 

XII. 7. he] Pyrochles, Church, 

XII. 8. Ne deeme thy force by fortunes ^cq,'] A friend of 
mine thihks it might be, 

" Ne deeme thy force, b^t fortunes doome uniuft, 
" That hath &c.'' 
That is. Deem it not to be thy force, but the ui^juft doom of 
fortune, that hath overthrown me : Do not afcribe it to thy 
ftrength, but to unjull fortune. Jortin, 

There fecms to be no occafion to alter the text. The 
fenfe, I thiijc,^ is. Take not an eftimate of thy ftrength from 
the unjuft determination of fortune. The exprefTion is parallel 
to F. Q. vi. i. 39. 

. ■ " Ah ! mercie. Sir, do me not Hay, 

*' But fave my life, which lot before your foot doth lay.** 

Church* 

XII. 9« " maugre her fpight] See alfo F. Q. iii. 

V. 7. Perhaps he ufes maugre in thel'e places, as an impre- 
cation, Curfe on it. But this is propofed as an uncertain con* 
jedure. In F. Q. iii, iv. 15, and in other places, he ufe^ 
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Eftfoojaes his cruel hand Sir Guyon ftayd, 
Terapring the paffion with advizement flow, 
Awi n^aiftriiig might on ejiimy difmayd ; 
For th' equall di^ of warrq he well did. know : 
Then to him faid ; " Live, and all^gaunce 

owe 
To him, that gives thee life and liberty ; 
And henceforth by this daies enfample trow. 
That hafty wroth, and beedlefle hazardry. 

Doe breede repentaunee late, and lailing in* 

famy.'* 

XIV- 
So up he let him rife ; wha, with grim looke 

And count'naunce fterne upflanding, gan to 

grind 
His grated teeth for gr^t difdeigne^ and 

ftiooke 
His fandy lockes, long hanging downe behind, 

mangre in the common way, maugre thee^ in fpight of thee ; 
but again he ufes it in a different way, F. Q. vi. iv. 40. 

JoRTiy. 
Mr, Upton agrees with Dr. Jortin, in confidering maugre as 
an imprecation in the prefent inilance. Several examples of 
maugre f in different fenfes, will be found noticed in their 
refpedive places. Todd. 

XIII. 4. For th' equall die kc] So all the editions. Hie 
fenfe, 1 think, requires that we (hould read, ** For th' uneauall 
die kcr So, in F. Q. i. ii. 36. 

** In which his harder fortune was to fall 

'* Under my fpeare ; fuch is the dife of warred 

Church. 

XIII. 7. ' " ' trow,] Believe^ So it is 

iifed by G. Douglas. Churqh. 
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Knotted in blood and duft, for grief of mind 
That he in ods of armes was conquered ; 
Yet in himfelfe ibme comfort he did find. 
That him fo noble Knight had mayftered ; 
Whofe bounty more then might, yet both, he 
wondered. 

XV. 

Which Guyon marking faid; ** Be nought 

agriev'd. 
Sir Knight, that thus ye now fubdewed arre : 
Was never man, who mod conqueftes at« 

chiev'd. 
But fometimes had the worfe, and loft by 

warre; 
Yet ftiortly gaynd, that lofle exceeded farre : 
Lofle is no (hame, nor to bee lefle then foe ; 
But to bee lefler then himfelfe doth marre 
Both loofers lott, and viftours prayfe alf6e : 

XIV, 9. bounty] Generofity. Church. 

XV. 3. • — moft] Greatejt. See the 

note on ft. 33. " Mojl delights." Todd. 

XV. 5. Yetjhortly gayndy that lojfe exceeded farre ;] The 
which gain far exceeded the lofs. Upton. 

XV. 7» But to bee lefl'er then kimfel/e] This is a Grecifm, 
nrlut lavrSy minor, i. e. inferior feip/o. So again, in ft. 16. 

" That in thyfelf thy lejer parts doe move ;" 
i. e. thofe parts which are inferior and ought to be fubfervient 
to the more noble part. " Mi^or in certamine/' Hot. L. u 
Epift. X. And Milton, Par. L. B. v. J 01. 

— " But know that in the foul 

" Are many lej'er faculties that ferve 

" Reafon as chief:" 

Lejfer, that is, inferior. Upton. 

XV. 8. ^ . ■ ■ aljoe ;] The reader will 
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Vaine others overthrowes who felfe doth over- 
throw. 

XVI. 

*' Fly, O Pyrochles, fly the dreadful wai;re 
That in thyfelfe thy leffer partes do move ; 
Outrageous Anger, and woe-working laifre, 
Direfull Impatience, and hart-murdring Love : 
Thofe, thofe thy foes, thofe warriours, far 

remove, 
Which thee to endlefle bale captived lead. 
But, fith in might thou didft my mercy prove. 
Of courtefie to mee the caufe aread 
That thee againft me drew with fo impetuous 
dread.*' 

xvir. , 
" Dreadleffe,'' faid he, " that fhall I foone 
declare : 
It was complaind that thou hadft done great 

tort 
Unto an aged Woman, poore and bare. 



often find, in our old poets, Amilar adaptations for the fake 
of the rhyme. Thus in tlje Mir our of Mag, edit. I61O, p. 452. 
" The found be hateful of thy name aljo** Todd. 

XV. 9* Vaine others overthrowes who felfe doth overthrow J\ 
The way to underfland Spenfer is to tranflate him : '^ Fruilr£ 
alios fubvertit, qui fe fubvertit." You fee he is omitted, and 
felfe is for himfelf: He in vain overthrows others, who doth 
overthrow himfelf. Upton. 

Ibid. who felfe'l This is the reading 

of Spenfer's own editions, which the editions of 1751, of 
Church, Upton, and Tonfon's in 1758, follow. The reft cor- 
ruptly read ** wAq/e felfe." Todd. 
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And thralled herin chaines witli ftrong efi6itf 
Voide of all fuccour and needfiill comf6rt : 
That ill hefeemes thee, fuch as I thee fee. 

To worke fuch Ihame : Therefore I thee exhort 

^ 

To chaunge thy will^ and fet Occaiion free^ 
And to h^ captire Sonne yield his firft libertee. 

XVIII. 

Thereat Sir Guyon fmylde ; •' And is that all. 
Said he, " that thee fo fore difpleafed hath ? 
Great mercy fure, for to enlarge a thrall^ 
Whofe freedom ihall thee tume to greateft 

fcath ! 
Nathlefle now quench thy whott emboyling 

wrath : 
Loe ! there they bee ;• to thee I yield them 

free.'' 
Thereat he, wondrous glad, out of the path 
" Did lightly leape, where he them bound did 
fee. 
And gan to breake the bands of their captivitee. 

XVIII. 3. Great mercy &c.] Fr. Gramdmerci. A great 
favour; it deferves great thanks! Ironically fpoken. See 
F. Q. ii. iv. 45, and ii. vii. 50. Church. 

XVIII. 4. fcath !] Damage. See the 

note onfcaih^ F. Q, i. xii. 34. The Scotch have the following 
proverb : " Better two Jkaitks nor ane forrow/' See Jdagia 
ScotiCQy 12mo. l668. Todd. 

XVIII. 5. ■■ ■ • ' ■ ■ — whott] Whift was no un- 

common fpelling of Aof . See the note on vihoty F. Q. it. i. 58. 
And the tranflation of Boccace's Amcrotis Fiametta, by Bartho- 
lomew Young of the Middle Temple, 4to. bl. 1. 1587. fol. 63. 
** The weather (according to the feafon of the yeere) beeiog 
Verie wkotJ' Todd. * 
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XIX* 

Soone isis Occafion felt her felfe untyde, 
Before her Sonne could well aflbyled bee^ 
She to her ufe retqrnd, and ftreight defyde 
Both G uyon and Pyrochles ; th' one (faid 

Ihee) 
Bycaufe he wonne ; the other, becaufe hee 
Was wonne: So matter did (he make of 

nought^ 
To ftirre up ftrife, and garre them difagree : 
But, fooneas Furor was enlargd, (he fought 
To kindle his quencht fyre, and thoufand caufes 

wrought* 

XX. 

It 'was not long ere (he inflamed him fd^ 
That he would algates with Pyrochles fight, 
And his redeemer chalengd for his foe, 
Becaufe he had not well mainteind his right, 



XIX. 2. . * aflbyled] ReUqfed, at 

freed, aa in T. Lodge's Sonnet, prefixed to B. Riche's Jdven* 
tures of SimonideSf bl. 1. 4t6* 15S4. 

— ** be, tbat fcomes tbe fruite of honed tdDcy 
'' From bice re^urd hymfelf can fcarce affoUeJ*. 
See alfo the note on affoiU^ F. Q. i. x. 52. Toad. 

XIX. 4. .-- /ai(/ (bee] The two firft 

editions re^ hee. This incorrednefs is followed in the edition 
of 1751. The folio of l6(Jt9 had rightly altered it to^er , which 
all other editions have admitted. Todd. 

XIX. 7. ' ■ ' garre] Caufe. See the note on garre^ 

l^p* Cal. April, vep« 1. The fecond edition reads d9 inftead 
o{ garre, which many editions have followed. The editiona 
of Church, Upton, and Tonbn's in 1759^ adhere to the or»> 
^nal word ^r£f * ToD^n. 
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r 

But yielded had to that fame ilraunger 

Knight. 
Now gaii Pyrochles wex as wood as hee, 
And him affronted with impatient might : 
So both together fiers engrafped bee, 
Whyles Guyon (landing by their {mcouth ftrife 

does fee. 

XXL 

Him all that while Occaiion did provoke 
Againfl; Pyrochles, and new matter fram'd 

. Upon the old, him ftirring to bee wroke 
Of bis late wronges, in which (he oft him 

blam'd 
For fufFering fuch abufe as knighthood (ham'd. 
And him diihabled quyte : But he was wife, 
Ne would with vaine occaiions be inflam'd ; 



XX. 7. ' '"^ ' ' affronted] Oppofed. See the liote on 
affronted^ F. Q* i. viii. 13. Todd. 

XXI. ^. diihabled] Leffated, Lat. estenuare. 

See Junius. Church, 

XXI. 7. '^ — ' — '•* — • — occafions] So the irft and 

fecond editions read, which the edition of 175 1 follows* The 
folios imd Hughes read occajion. As Occo^oh is all along re- 
prefented as a perfon, poflibly Spenfer might here give en- 
cheafons, which would have prevented that jmnble of ideas 
which arifes from either of the former r ea d i n gs. OccafionSy 
as in the folios and in Hughes, is plainly wrong, as the word, 
(whatever it might be) ought to be of the plural number. 

Church. 

l^e editions of Upton, and Tonfon in* 1758, follow the 
poet's own reading alio. The jumble of ideas, of which Mr. 
Church complains, feems not to have occurred in Spenfer^s 
4nuid ; for he altered a paflage in his fecond edition, wh^e 
occajion is twice introduced in the ftanza, with injury perhaps 
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Yet Others flie more urgent did devife : 
Yet nothing Cduld him to impatience entife* * 

XXII. 

Their fell contentign ftill increafed mofe^ 
And more thereby increafed Furors might, 
That he his foe has hurt and wounded fore, 
And him in blood and durt deformed quight. 
His Mother eke^ more to augment his fpight, 
Now brought to him a flaming fyer*brond. 
Which (he in Stygian lake, ay burning 

bright, 
Had kindled : that (he gave into his bond. 

That armd with fire more hardly he mote him 
withftond. 



in the opinion of fome criticks, to the perfonification ; but 
with judicious effe€tf in the opinion of others* See the note 
on F. Q* ii* iv. 17* Todd. 

XXII. 5* — ■-* Aiifpight,] This is the 

leading of Spenfei^s own editions^ to which thofe of 1751, of 
Church, Upton, and Tonfon's in 1758, adhere* The reft cor- 
ruptly read " his 73bl•tgA^" Todd. 

XXII. 6. -^-^ — r— — .1 aJUmimg fyer^-brond, 

Which Jhe in Stygian lake, ay burning bright. 
Had kindled :'}[ Mr. Upton, upon fuppoiition 
that we refer ay burning to fyer'brwid^ does not approve of 
reading ay burnings but y-burning. He is unwilling to join ay 
(ory) bfummg to Stygian lah ; for, fays he, the lake of brim- 
fibne burned not bright y but only ferved to make darknefs 
vijbie. I allow, that Milton's idea of this lak^ was, that it 
ferved to make darknefs vjfibley Par. L. B. i. 63. But might 
not Spenfer*s idea of the Stygian lake be different from Mil- 
ton's ? The poet has given us the fame image and allegory in 
another place, F. Q. iv. ii. 1 . 

" Firebrand of hell, firft tynd in Phlegeton 
*♦ By thoufand Fories — " T; Warto^c . 
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XXIII. 

yho gan that Villein wex fo fiers and ftrong, 
That nothing might fuftaine his furious forie : 
He caft him downe to ground, and all along 
Drew him through durt and myre without 

remorfe. 
And fowly battered his comely corfe, * 
That Guy on much difdeignd fo loathly fight. 
At laft he was compeld to cry perforfe, - 
" Help, O Sir Guyon ! helpe, moft nobk 

Knight, 
To ridd a wretched man from handes of helliih 

wight !'' 

XXIV. 

The Knight was greatly moved at his playnt, 
And gan him dight to fuccour his diftreffe, 
Till that the Palmer, by his grave reftraynt, 
Him ftayd from yielding pitifuU redrefle. 
And faid ; ^^ Deare fonne^ thy caufelefle ruth 

repreiie, 
Ne let thy ftout hart melt in pitty vayne : 
He that his forrow fought through wilfulnefle, 
And his foe fettred would releafe agayne, 
Deferves to tafte his follies fruit, repented 

payne.*' 

XXIII. 1. Tho gan that P'itl^fi] So Spenfer^s own editions 
read, to which the editions of 1751^ Hughes'? fecond editioo. 
Church's, Upton's, and Tonfon's in 17 58^ adhere. The reft 
read, " Tho gan /Ae VUlein." Todd. ..''"" 

XXIV. 2. Jnd gan him dighi] And was making, krmfelf 
ready. CHUftCH< 






Guyon obayd : So him ^way he drew 
From needlefle trouble of rene^iog fight 
Already fought, his voyage to pourfew. 
But ra{h Pyrochles varlett, Atin higljlr. 
When late he faw his Lord in heavie plight. 
Under Sir Guyons puiilaunt ftrok^, to fall. 
Him deeming dead, as then he feemd in 

fight, 
Fledd &li away to tell his funerall 

Unto his brother, whom Cypiochles men did 

call. 

xxvi. 

He was a man of rare redoubted might. 
Famous throughout the world for warlike 

prayfe. 
And glorious ifpoiles, purchaft in perilous fight: 
Full mai>y doughtie Knightes he in his dayes 
Had doen to death, fubdewde in equall frayes ; 
Whofe carkafes, for terrour of his name. 
Of fowles and beaftes he made the piteous 
prayes, 
' And hong their conquerd armes for more 

defame 
On fallow trees, in honour of his deareft Dame. 

. XXVI. S. And hong thdr conquerd armef &c.] It was th# 
Cvftom^ in (he ages of rpmance, to fuipend the fhields of tb^ 
conquered on trees. Thus, in Falmerin of EngU^nd^ P* U 
C;fau $2. £ng. Tr^fl. ''When he had beheld the caiUe ht 
dffired fo loipg to fee,— he canme tg the tr^. Vihich kg/am vm 

BbSI 
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XXVIt. 

His deareft Dame is that Enchaunterefle, 
The vyle Acrafia, that with vaine delightes, 
And ydle pleafures in her Bowre of Blifle, 
Do^s charme her lovers, and the feeble 

fprightes 
Can call out of the bodies of fraile wightes ; 
Whom then ftie does trasforme to monftrous 

hewes, 
And horribly mislhapes with ugly fightes, 
Captiv'd eternally^ in yron mewes 
And darkfom dens, where Titan his face never 

ftiewes. 

XXVIIL 

There Atin fownd Cymochles foiourning. 
To ferve his Liemans love : for he by kynd 



Iddem with the Jhetlds of the vanquijhed Ktiights, whofe names 
being fubfcribed underneath every one, made him to havQ 
knowledge of divers that had beene there foyled," And thus, 
in Hawes's Hi/l. of Graunde Amoure, edit. 1554. Sign. Y, i. 

** Befides this gyaunt, vpon euery tree 

^*'Ididfe hang many a goodly Jhelde 

" Of noble Knightes that were of hye degree, 

" Which he had flayne, &c." Todd. 
XXVIL 6. ■ ■ — trasforme] He follows 4he 

Italian fpelling, trasformnre^ The fecond and fubfequent 
, editions read transformer Upton. , 

XX VII. 8. in yron mewes] Fr\fimiM. 

See the note on mews^ F. Q. i. v. 20. Todd. 

XX VIII. 2. his Leman's l&ve :] The word leman^ 

which often occurs in our old romances and poetry, (ignifies 
a fweethedrtf a concubine, Min(hew derives it from the Fr.' 
le mignon^ a dtirlingy a favourite : ** Others/' fays' Ruddiman, 
** derive it from Teut. laden, to invite, a man, q. d. ladman, 
m^-pellex k fdlickndo. But -Mr, Heiifhaw (which I prefer) de*'- 
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Was given all to luft and loofe living, 
Whenever his fiefrs handes he free mote fynd : 
And now he has pourd out his ydle mynd 
In daintie delices and lavi(h ioyes. 
Having his warlike weapons caft behynd, 
And flowes in pleafures and vaine pleating 

toyes, 
Mingled emongft loofe ladies and lalcivious 

boyes. 

XXIX. 

And over him art, ftryving to compayre 
With nature, did an arber greene difpred, 

rives it from the Fr. /' aimante^ a fxoeethearty amajla, arnica/* 
See Gloff. G« Douglas. Spenfer frequently employs the word. 

Todd. 

Ibid. by kynd] From his 

natural difpofition. Church. 

XXVIII. 6. — delices] Delights. See tiie ngtt 

on delices J F. Q. iv. x. 6. Todd. 

XXIX. 1. And over him art, Jlryving to compayre 

With nature^ did an arber green itfpred^ Tliis 
vhole epifode is taken from Taflb, C. l6, where Rinaldo is 
defcribed in dalliance with Armida. Th'e bower of blifs is her 
garden. 

^' Stimi (ii mifto il culto ^ col negletto) 
** Sol naturali e gli ornamenti, e i fiti, 
'^ Di natura arte par, che per diletto 
'' L'imitatrice fua fcherzaiido imiti. 
See alfo Ovid, Met. iii. 157. 

" Cujus iti extreme eft antrum nemorale rece0u, 
^ Arte laboratum nulli, fimulaverat artem 
'^ Ingenio natura fuo : nam pumice vivo, 
^^ £t lenibus tophis nativum duxerat arcum. 
'^ Fons fonat k dextrd, tenui perlucidus und^, 
'^ Margine gramineo patulos iptindlus hiatus.'' 

Upton. 
If this paifage may be compart with Taifo's elegant de- 
fcription of Armida's garden, Milton's pkafant grove may vie 
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Framed of wantoh yvb, flouring %Te, 
Through which the fraglrant eglantine did 




His prickling armes, entrayld widi rofesrred^ 
Which daintie odours round about tfafem 

threw: 
And all within with flowres waa gaitiiihed. 
That, when my Id Zephyr us emcMSgii thera 

blew, 
Did breath out bounteous fmels, and [minted 

colors ftii3w. 

And faft befide there trickled foftly downe 
A gentle ftreaine, whofe murmuring wave did 

i^iih b6t*h. See Pat.^Reg. 5. ii. 289 to $98. He is> hoiwe^wr, 
under obligations to the lylvan fccne of Speiifer before us. M*ri 
J. C. Walker, to whom the literatare of IrCiland atid of Italy 
is highfy indebted, has mefntioned to me Ms fcirprife that the 
writers on modem gardening <ihould have overlooked fte 
beautiftil -paftoral deu^i^iption in this and the two following 
ilaiusas. It is worthy a place, |ie adds, in the Eden of Mifton. 
Spenfer, on this occafion, Iok fi^t of the ** trltft gartfens" of 
Italy and England, and drew from the treafttfes <X J^s owu 
rich imagination. ToDt>. ■ * 

XXIX. 5. prickling] So the firft edhion rl^ds, to 

which thofe only of 1751, of Church, ^and of Upton, adkei^w 
All the reft read pricAri^^g. ToDb. 

XXX. 1. Andfaji befide there trickkd Jbftiy dwvke 

A gentle Jireaine, ^cj Compare the fcQlowing 
ftapza in' the continuation of the Or/an</o /lut^irmora^o, by Nicolo 
degli Agoftini, Lib. iv. C. 9. 

** Ivi ^ nn mioFmorio aflai foave, e baflb, 
** Che ogniun che 1' ode lo fa addomientare, 
** U acqua, ch' 10 dMTi gia pier entrd uA fafib 
** £ parea che dice^ oel i6n«te. 
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Emofigft the pumy ftones, and made a fowne. 
To lull him foft afleepe that by it lay : 
The wearie traveiler, wand ring that way, 
Themia did often quench hi^ thrifty heat. 
And then by it his wearie limbes difplay, 
( Whiles creeping flomber made him to forget 
Hi? former payne,) and wypt away his toilfom 
fweat. 

XXXI. 

And on the other fyde a pleafeiunt grove 
Was Ihott up high, full of the ftately tree 
That dedicated is t^ Olympick love, 

*^ Vatti r]pof£^ ormai fei ilanco, e laifo, 
^' £ gli augeletti, che s' udian cantare^ 
** Ne la dolce armonia par che ogn' un dica^ 
'^ Deh vien, e dormi ne la piaggia aprica/' 
Spenfer's obligations to. this poem feem to have efcaped the 
notice of his commentators. J. C. Wai^ker. 

X.XX. 6. . ■ thri^y] 5o Spenfer's own 

editions read. See tlie note on thrifiy^ F. Q. i. x. 38. The 
folios, Hughes's editions, and Topfon's of 17«58, iinproperly 
T^d. thirty, Todd. 

. XXXI, 1, And on the other fyde &c.] It is not eafy U> 
know what Spenfer had in his mind here. At the Olympick 
Qames the vigors were crowned with the wild olive ; at the 
Kemeaa <7amesy yf'xihfarjly, I know of no vi^ory which 
Hercules gained in Nemeaii except his killing the lion there. 
Hercules was crowned with the wild olive at the Olympick 
Gaines. His favourite tree, however, was th& poplar. 

JOilTIN. 

The flately tree, dedicated to Jupiter, is the oak; and the 
ilately tree, dedicated to his fon Alcides, (for fo the pai&ge is 
to be Applied,) is the poplar. See Broukh, on Tibullus, 
p. 82. Spenfer fuppofes that the poplar was then firft dedi* 
Gated to Hercules, when he (lew the lion in Nemea. The 
reader, at his leifure* may confult what Servius and the other 
conunentatprs have abferved on Virgil, EcL yii. 6%. " iPo^puhf 
^icidce gratifldma." Upton, 
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And to his fonne Alcides, whenas hee 
In Nemus gayned goodly vitloree : 
Therein the mery bird((s of every forte 
Chaunted alowd their cheareftiU harmonee. 
And made emongft themfelves a fweete 

conf6rt, 
That quickned the dull fprigfat with mufieaU 

comf6rt. 

XXXIL 

There he him found all carelefly difplaid, 



XX XT. 5. In Nemus] So Spenfer corredled it in the 
Errata fubjoined tp the firil edition. It had been printed 
NetmvSf which Mr. Church has admitted into the text. The 
fecond edition reads ^' Gayvd in f^emea &c." The folios, 
Hughes's editions, and Tonfon's of 1758, read " Gain'd in 
Nevtcea &c." And Mr. Church thinks the poet might have 
intended, " In Nemea gayned &c/' But Mr. Upton, who fol- 
lows the firft edition, obferves that, as Spenfer altered Netmu$ 
into Nemus J he has adhered to that diredion ; particularly as 
the editor of the fecond edition feems to him never to have 
feen Spenfer- 8 corredions of the crrours of the piefs. The 
poet, he adds, often gives his proper names, in imitation of 
Chaucer and Gower and the Italian poets, both a new fpel- 
ling and a new termination. Todd. 

XXXII. 1. Tkere he him found &c.] Compare C. xii. (1.70 
of this book. Scenes of this kind are frequent in romance. 
I will cite an inflance from the Hijl. of Palmendos^fon to the mqft 
fenotoned Palmerin D' Oliva^ 4to. bl. I. Ch. xxi. " So went they 
both together to the fountain, where Palmendos was unarmed 
by the Princefs Francelina and her damofels, and a coftly 
mantle was brought to >vrap about him : Then fate he down 
by his Lady, in another phair covered all over with gold. 
There was lillies, roles, vjolets, and all the fweet flowers that 
the eartji afforded^ and of incomparable beauty : The maidens 
beguiled the time with fundry founds of inftruments, and 
thereto fung many dainty canzonets, as if Apollo, Orpheus, 
ArioO) ^ud all the other fathers of heav^ply ihulick had been 



CiL^TTO V. THE FAEfllE QUEENE. 377 

In fecrete (liadow from the funny ray, 
On a fweet bed of lillies foftly laid, 
Amidft a flock of damzelles freflb and gay, 
That rownd about him diffokite did play 
Their wanton follies and light meriment ; 
Every of which did loofely difaray 
Her upper partes of meet habiliments, 
And Ihewd them naked, deckt with many orna^ 
ments* 



prefent ; which fo attra^ed the fences of the Prince, as his 
memory began to wax drowfie and forgetful, imagining himfeV 
ill a very beatitude &c/' Todd. 

XXXII. 5. That rownd about him diffolute did play 

Their wanton follies &c.] Spenfer often ufes 
the verb play, in this fenfe, with an accufative cafe. Thus, 
in F. Q. i. x. 31. 

" A multitude of babes aboiat her hong 

" Playing their fports — " 
Again, F. Q. i. xii. 7. 

• ; " The fry of children young 

" Their wanton fports and childifti mirth did playj' 
Again, F. Q. iv. x. 46. 

** Then do the' falvage beafts begin to play 

" Their pleafant frifkes — " 
See alfo F. Q. iv. x. 42, v. i. 6', vii. vi. 6, and the Hymne of 
Lovey ft. 36\ To thefe we may add F. Q. iv. x. 26, 
** did^orf 

" Their fpotlefle pleafure, and fweet loves content." 
We find play ufed after thisi manner in Milton, P. L. B. v. 295. 



" For Nature here 



" Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 
** Her virgin fancies — " 
Play IS not at prelent ufed arhitrarily with any accufative cafe. 
But perhaps I have refined in fome of thefe inftances. 

T. Wartok. 
XXXII. 7. Every of which did &c.] Compare ft. 63, &c. 
in the, twelfth canto of this book, and Camo'cns's defcription 
there /cited in the note. Todd. 
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XXXIII. 

And every of them ftrove with moft delists 
Him to aggrate, and greateft pleafures ihew : 
Some framd i^re lookes, glancing liJie even- 
ing lighte; 
Others fweet wordes, dropping Uke honny 

dew; 
i^me bathed ki0es, and did foflk embr ew 
The fugred Hcour through his pieltii^ Ups : 
One boaftes her beautie, and does yield to vew 
Her dainty Umbes above her tei^der hips ^ 
Another her out boaftes, and all for tryall ftrips. 

XXXIIt. 1. Jlnd every of them Jtrove Sec] Compare thefe 
33d and 34th ftanzas with TalTo, C. xvi. 18| and 19y from 
iK^hich they are tranflated. Upton. 

Ibid. > moft delights] That is, 

greate/t. See before, ft. 15, and F. Q. vi. ii. 31. This is an 
ancient form of expreflion. Thus, in Bevis of Hampton : 
" And now the mqfi wretch, of all, 
V With one ftroke, doth make me fall :" 
That 18, the grease/? wretch. Todd. 

XXXIII. 0* The fugred &c.] Sugred^ to exprefs exceffive 
fweetnefs, was a frequent epithet with the poets of this age, 
and with thofe of the ages before it. It anfwered to the 
Mtf///^t<« of the Romans. T. Warton. 

It has been ingenioufly obferved, that, when Jttgiar was firft 
imported into Europe, it was a very great dainty ; and there- 
fore the epithet fugred is ufed by all our old writers meta- 
phorically to exprefs extreme and delicate fweetnefs. See the 
Reliques of Anc, Eng, Poetri/, 4th edit, note, p. 198. The 
reader, 1 am perfuad^d, will not conlider the illuftration, 
which I ihall add from t^e very fcarce poefn by Lydgate, en- 
titled The Churle and the Byrde^ as uninterefting or inelegant : 
" It was a V3ry heauenly' melody 
" Euen and morow to heare the byrdes^onge, 
"And the ivfete fugred ermony 
" With vncouth warbles and tunes draw alonge." 

lODD* 
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xxxir. 

He, Jike an adder lurking in the weedes^ 
His wandring thought in deepe defire does 

itisope) 
Afid bis firayk eye widi fpoyle of beauty 

feedes : 
Somtsbmes he faliHy faines hioafelfe to fleepe^ 
Whiles through their lidis his wanton eies do 
pieepe 
. To fteale a fintch of amdrous cbnceipt^ 
WhefelDj clofe fire into his hart does creepe : 
So' Jieth^tiemi^es^cbtcivd m his deceipt^ 
Made dronke with drugs of de^ vc^ptuous 
receipt. 

XXXV. 

Atin, artriving there, when him he fpyde 
Thus in ftill wares of deepe delight to wade. 
Fiercely approching to him lowdly cryde, 
" Cymochles; oh ! no,btitCymochlesfliade^ 
In which that manly perfon late did fade ! 
What is become of gfeat Aerates fbnne ? 
Or where hath he hong up his mortall blade, 



XXXIV. S. So* he them decew€9y'] So Spenfefr's own edi- 
tions tead ; but neither Mr. Church nor Mr. Upton adhere to 
them. They prefer the omillion of Ae, as in the folios and in 
Hughes^B editions. Bat it feems to me that Spenler deligned 
ttte pronoun to (land ; there is indeed a comma alter it in his 
own editions, yrhich might have been the intended mark of 
cHifion, -and had (lipped down at the prefs. . Todd. 

XXXV. 2. Thus in Jim waves &c.] Sec F. Q. ii. viii. 24, 
and-i. i^ii. 17. Chu&cu. 
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That hath fo many haughty conquefts wonne ? 
Is all hiis force forlorne, and all hb glory donne ?'' 

XXXVL 

Then, pricking him with his (harp^ppinted dart, 
He faid ; ^' Up, up, diou womanifh weake 

Knight, 
That here in Ladies lap entombed art. 
Unmindful! of thy praife and proweft might. 
And weetlefle eke of lately-wrou^t dcfpight ; 
Whiles fad Pjrrocfaleilies onfencelefle ground. 
And groneth out hia utmoft gr lidgiikg fpright 
Through many a ftroke and many a ftreaming 

wound, 



XXXVI. 2. Up, wp, thou wmanijh weake Knight,'] This 
alfo is imitated from Ubaldo's fpeech to {linal^Qy ^^om Jbe 
finds in the bower of Armida, Taflb, C. xvi. 33. 
^' QubI fonno, 6 qual letargo hk fi fopitli ; 
" La tua virtute, 6 qual viltk V alletta? 
" Sii, fii, te il campo, e te GofFredo iiivita, 
" Te la fortunai e la vittoria afpetta.'' * 
Fairfax thus tranflates thefe lines, with Spenfer'in His eye: 
^^ What letharge hath in drowlinfe& uppend i: 

" Thy courage thus ? what floth dotl^thee infe6l ? 
" Up, up, our camp and Godfrey for thee fend, 
" Thee fortune, praife, and vidoi^ exped." 
tVomani/h weak knight, is Homerick, *Ax»'i^s?, ax it A;^awi //. 
6'. 235. See alfo Virg. ^n. ix. 6l7. Or he exprefles Taflb, 
C. xvi. 32. " Egregio champion d'Una fanciulla," which Fairfe,x 
very well tranflates, *^ A carpet champion for a wanton dame/' 

Upton. 
XXXVI. 3. That here in Ladies lap &c.] The fame ex- 
preifion of reproach occurs in B. Riche's Adventures of 5i- 
monides, 1584, where he is fpeaking of Love, Sign. Q. ij. b. 
'^ He daunteth none but fimple fottes, who, lulde in, 

Ladies lappes, 
** Do deeme thei liue in greatell blifle, &c." Todd. 
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Calling thy help in vaine, that here in ioyes art 
dround/' 

XXXVII. 

Suddeinly out of his delightfuU dreame 
:The Man awoke^ and would have queftiond 

more; 
But he would not endure that wofuU theame 
For to dilate at large, but urged fore, 
With percing wordes and pittifuU implore^ 
Him hafty to arife : As one affright 
With helliih feends, or Furies mad uprore, 
He then uprofe, inflamd with fell defpight. 
And called for his armes ; for he would algates 
fight: 

XXXVIII. 

They bene ybrought; he quickly does him dight^ 
And lightly mounted paffeth on his way ; 

XXXVII. 2. ' ■■ would have queftiond more ;j 

Would have queilioned greatly^ that is, would have afked many 
qoeftions. Church. 

XXXVri. 3. But he] Atin. Church. 

XXXVII. 5. ' and pittiful{ implore J Implore 

is here ufed as a fubdautive. Todd. 

XXXVII. 9. : XDOuld algAiesJight :] Would 

by all means fight. See before, fi. 20. It is ufed in the fame 
fenfe by G. Douglas. See Ruddiman's Gloifary, V. Algate^ 
algatisy q. d, all gates, every way^ wholly. And Tyrwhitt's 
Gloff. Chaucer, V. Algates^ Algate, adv. Sax', always. Fr. 
toutesfois. Compare alfo F. Q. ii. ii. 12. 

. ** Which when Sir Guyon faw, all were he wroth, 
" Yet algates mote he foft himfelfe appeafe :'' 
Tliat is, Sir Guyon was extremely wroth, yet by every method 
it was neceflary for him to appeafe his wrath; or, as Mr. G. 
Mafon, in his Supplement to Johnfon's Didionary, interprets 
tlie word in this paiTage, neverthele/s, Todd. 
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"i^e Ladies lovas^ ne fweete entreaties, m^ht^ 
Appeafe his heat, or haftie pafiage ft^y ; 
For he has vowd to beene avengd that day 
(That day itfelfe him feemed aU too long) 
On him, that did Pyroch}es deare difmay : 
So proudly pricketh on his courfer ffarong. 
And Atin ay him pricks with fpurs of fhame and 
wrong; 
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CANTO VI. 

Guyon is of immodejt Merth 

Ltd into loofe defyre ; 
Fights with Cymochlesy whiles his hro* 

ther bumes in furious fy re. 

! 
I. 

A HARDER leiTon to learne continence 
In ioyous pleafure then in grievous paine : 
For fweetnefle doth allure the weaker fence 
So ftrongly, that uneathes it can refiraine 
From that which feeble nature covets feine : 
But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies 
And foes of life, ftie better can refiraine : 
Yet Vertue vauntes in both her vi6i:ories ; 

And Guyon in them all fhewes goodly mayfteries* 



Afto. 1. Guyon is &c.] Taken from Taflb'a enchanted 
iiland. See the note on ft. 15. Upton. 

I. 1. A harder lejcm &c.] It is a harder lelTon to learn 
^mperance in pleafure and profperity, than in pain and ad- 
verfity, &c. Uptoit. 

!• 7- ' refiraine :] The firft edition 

reads ab^ame ; the fecond, refiraine; to which every fubfequent 
edition has adhered. Mr. Upton has however obferved that 
abfiaine meant keep from^ the prepofition being contained in 
title verb ; but that re/iraine^ being an eafier reading, was to be 
preferred. Todd. 

I. 8. Yet Vertue vauntes in both her vi&ories ;] In both, 
*^ rebus in arduis, noa fecus in bonis :'' Compare F. Q. v. v. 38. 
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n. 

Whom bold Cymochles travelling to finde, 
With cruell purpofe bent to wreake on him 
The wrath which Atin kindled in hi,s mind. 
Came to a river, by whofe utmoft brim 
Wayting to paffe he faw whereas did fwim 
Along the (hore, as fwift as glaunce of eye, 
A litle gondelay, bedecked trim 
With boughes and arbours woven cunningly. 

That like a litle forreft feemed outwardly. 

III. 

And therein fate a Lady frefti and fay re, 
Making fweete folace to herfelfe alone : 
Sometimes (he fong as lowd as larke in ayrei 



I believe Spenfer had th^t truly philofophical fentiment in 
view, which Xenophon gives to Gobrias, Cyr» InjL Q£. i. 
Ao)u* ^fl jbiet, J I^t'^j xd>\,t'JFUTt^v iHfou it/pfiy a»^p» T»ya(:» xecTMi <pifOfr»f 
n r» KxKci' T» fAt¥ yap ifCpiy roTi 19'o^^o»(9 ta 0% ffui^foavvy,v roi; tzaa^p 

ItATTMu The fame obfervation we find in other writers. 
Phaedria here reprefents, in perfon, the infoleiu Icetitia in 
Horace, L. 2. Qd, 3. Upton. 

I. 8. her vi^ories ;] So the firft 

edition reads, which Hughes's fecond edition, the editions of 
1751, of Church, Upton, andTonfon in 1758, follow. The 
reft read " Mdr vidories/' Todd. 

n. 1. Whom bold Cymochles &c.] When the mind is con- 
fcious of having performed its duty in fome inftances; tlie felf- 
applaufe, or the flattery of others, is apt to throw it off its 
guard at the approach of different temptations : This too is 
often the cafe when, after fome vigorous exertion, the mind 
lofes its bent, and falls a prey to dilfipation or idle amufe- 
ments. Boyd. 

Compare the condu^ of Cymochles at the conclufion of 
the laft canto, with his yielding (in the prefent) to the allure- 
xnexits of Phaedria fo completely, as '' that of no worldly thing 
he care did take/' ft. 28. Todd, 
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.-.V 

Sometimes ftie laught, that nigh her breath 
was gone ; ^ ^ i 

Yet was^ there tiot with beifeire any on^ 
That to her might move canfe of hieritnetit : 
Matter of merth enough, though there were 

none, 
She couiddevife ; and thoufaiHl waies invent 
To feede her foolifli humour and vaitie ioljimeint. 

Which when far off Cjmochles heard and faw> 

He lowdly cald to fuch as were abord 
' The little barke unto the ibofe to draw, '' 
And him to ferry over that dee|)e ford* 
/Jrhe merry Mariner unto his word 
Soone hearkried, and her painted bote 

ftreightway 
Turtid to the fhore, where that fkvAe w;arlike 

Lord 
Shq in received ; but A tin by no way 
She would admit, albe the Knight her much 
did pray. 

'a . , ' , 

, III- 4. - " ■ ■ • ■ ; that nigh her breath was gone ;] This 

is.tiie reading of the fecQDc) edition, to which every fubfequent 
•dition has adhered. The proverbial reading of the firil edi- 
lioDy ** as merry as Pope JonCf' was, no doubt, confidered by 
the. poet on fecond thoughts unworthy a place in an'epick 
pqeni« Mr. Upton notices the exigence of th^cpi'overb, As 
merie as Pope John, in the old play of Damon and P^hias, and 
Ui Fox's^ Ahs and Monuments, Todd.« ^ / 

111.6.^ T/iat to her nnght move kc^ , So the firft'^ition 
reads, which the editions of 1751, of Church* and t?|t^u, 
follow. All the reft read " That mighf to ler Ac/' To i^|j, 

VOL. III. ec '^^ 
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. .V. . 

Eftfoones her ihallow ftiip aw».y, did Aide, 
^Qte fwift tbea fwallow Iheres the liquid (kye^ 
Withoutea oire or pilot it to guide, 



V. 2. More fwift then /wallow (heres the liqmd Jkt/ey] Imi- 
tated perhaps frorn Ariofto^ C. xxx. 11. 

. *< Per'T atqda il legno va con quella fretta^ 
" Che ya per I' aria irondine^ che varca." 
And the ex^^reHCionJheres he borrbwed from Virgil, " radit itet 
liquidum/' jEn. v. 217. See alft> Milton, Par. L, B. ii. 634. 

. Upton. 

Mr. Upton produces the expreflion of ^^Jhtres the liquid 
flcye," as oin^bf Spehfe/s Latinifiii^, jfrom ** radiV itet? liqui- 
dum;" a&4^^44^> t))at Milton has likewife the fame I^ttin 
metaphor, wher^ Satan *'^ Jhdxea ^ith level wings the deep," 
Pot. L. b^iii 6^4^. ^xsXfiiuvci^^jhtuT^kXt perhaps jas ^i^ent 



as rado and tondeo, A^d " ^w/rfe^ iter, Uquidum" wouU]* I 
I believe, be hardly allowed as fyhonymous to *^Wadk^ iter' 
Rq^um/' JV^^pinfOj^^ is Itbeitefor^ thit Sptnfer , here.Mn- 
teuded no metaphor, but that he ufed^ere for JherCy to cui or 
dividcy as he has manifeftly in ft. 31. * * 

, ** , Cymoqhles f^orc) on Guyons ^ield yglaui^^, 

** And thereof nigh one quarter jfteara aWay : 

That U, cat axvatf nigh one quarter. And in ^fa^iollowing in- 

ftances, for the reafon above s^iTigned, we ought to interpret 

Jhare or Jhere lo cut, or divide, F. Q. iii. iv. 33, iii. fv. 42, iv. 

ii. 17i^c. So MiltQUi of Micha^rsTwQrd, Par, fs^fi.yi.k26* 

deep^enteringy^ar'c? 






All his right fide." T. Wartott. 
V. 3. Withouten oare or pilot it to guide^ &c.] This feff- 
movedand wondroua (hip, of Phaedria inay be matched with 
the no lels wondrous (hip of Alcinous. Old Homer is the 
father of t>6eti(fal wonders, and roipi^nce writers are gene^ 
rally his imitatonf. The tripods likewife that Vulcan made weriR 
ielf-moved. Phaedria's bark moves fpontaneoufly, di're^ed 
or fteered by die tunung of a pin. Peter of Provenbc waA 
th^ fair Magalona rode Uirough the air on a wooden horfe^ 
which v/ts.dire^ed by the turning of a pin. See Hijt* of Don^ 
^vlxotfs \ This illuftrates the ftory in Chaucer, where tibe kidg 
of Araby fentto Cambufcan a horfe of brass, which, by turning 
of It jnn^ would travel wherever the rider pleafed. Compare 
tJb}# wonderful bark; with that mentioned in Tafib,. where th# 
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Or winged canvas with the wind to fly : 
Gneljr (he tnrnd a pin, and by and by 
It cut away upon the yielding wave, 
(He cared Ihe her CQurfe fpr to apply,) 
For it was taught the^^.way whick Ihe would 
have, , 

And both from rocks and flats itfelfe could 
. , ^ >vifely fave. 

And all tl^e way the wanton Da^m fell found 
New merth her Paffenger to entertaine ; 
For flte in pleafaunt purpofe did abound. 
And greatly ioyed merry tales to fayne. 
Of wjaich a ftore-houfe did with her ref 

m^'ine; 
Yet feemed, nothing well they her became : 
For aU her wordes ftie drowijd with laughter 



Knight^ go on boaxd a ftrange veflel fteered by a Fairy, 
C. XV.3. 

'•it Vider picciola nave, e in poppa quella, 
" Che guidar gli dovea, fatal donzella." Upton. 
V. 6, It cut away] I fomewhat queftion whether away 
(houldjio^ be thus divided, " It cut a way'' — " viam fecat ilia 
per iindas." Seie alfo ft. 28. '^ About her little frigot therein 
making way." And F. Q. i. v» 28, " Her I'eady way fhe 
Tosikes," Again, i. xi. 18. '^ He cutting way With his broad 
feiles:" tJpTON, , 

V. 7. JVe cared Jhe her courfe for to apply,] Nor was (h^ 
concerned to mind which way. ihe fleered. So a^ly is ufed^ 
F. Q. i. X. 4S. 

" Ne other worldly bufines did flrpjoifj/." Church. 

VI. 3. ^' ■ purpofe] 'Vofiverfatioh, CjiurchI 
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And wanted grace in utt'ring of the fame. 
That turned all her pleafaunce to a fcoffing 
game. 

And other whiles vaine toyes (he would devize. 
As her fantaftieke wit did moft delight : 
Sometimes her head ihe fondly would agnize 
With gaudy girlonds, or frefh flo\^Tets dight 
About her necke, or ringsr of ruihes plight : 
Sometimes, to do him laugh, fhe would affay 
To laugh at fliaking of the leaves light. 
Or to behold the water worke and play , , 

About her little frigot, therein making way. 

viri. 
Her light behaviour and loofe dalliaunce 
Gave wondrous great contentment to the 

Knight, 
That of his way he had no fovenaunce. 
Nor care of vow'd revenge and cruell fight ; 



• VI. 8, Attd wanted grace] The fecond and' fubfequent; 
folios read " And wanting grace ;" which errour is aditiitted 
into the text of Tonfon's edition in 1758. Todd. 

VH. 3. '■ • would agnize] Deck or adofm. 

So, in F. Q, iii. ii. 18, ** Wondroufly aguizd,** wrought a^r 
a peculiar guife or fafhion/' And F. Q. v. iii. 4. ** Rich 
aguizd," richly ornamented. Anglo-Sax. j>ija, It&l/guifdf Fr. 
guifey to which a is added. Upton. 

VII. 5. of rujhes plight :] Toidei. So 

Chaucer, Tr. and Cr. ii. 1204, of a letter : , 

•' Yeve me the labour it to fowe and plite ;" • • 

That is, to ftitch and fold it. T. Warton. 

VIII. 3. — — fovenaunce^] Remefnbrance 
Fr. Chcjrch. 
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But* to weake weneh did yield his martiaU 

' might. 
So eafie was to quench his flamed minde 
With one fweete drop of fenfuall dehght ! 
So eafie is Vappeafe the ftormy winde 
Of malice iil the calme of pleafaunt womankind ! 

IX. 

Diverfe difcourfes in their way they fpent; 
Mongft which Cymochles of her queftioned 
Both what ftie was, and what that ufage 
ment, 



VIII. 5. But to weaJce i^ench &c.] Some late editors of 
Shakfpeare have endeavoured to prove, that toenck did* not 
anciently carry with it the idea of meannefs or infamy. But 
in this pldce it plainly fignifies a loofe wommi ; and in the fol- 
io wing paffages of Chaucer. January having fufpeded his 
wife May's conjugal fidelity, May anfwers, ** I am' a gentle- 
woman, aiyi no wench/'; Merch. T. 17 19* And, in the Houfe 
of Fame, wettch is coupled with groom^ ver. 206. 

** Lord and ladie, grome and wench/' 
And in the Manciple's Tale, ver. 1796. 

** And for that totber is a pore woman, 
^' And ihall be called his wench, or his lemman.' 
We muft allow, notwithftanding, that it is ufed by Douglas, 
without any diflionourable meaning. The following paifage 
in Virgil, *' audetque viris concurrere virgo,** is thus exprelled 
in the Scotch iEneid : 

" This wenfche ftoutly rencounter durft with men."- 
But I believe it will mod commonly, be found in the fenfe 
given it by Chancer. In the Bible it is ufed for a girl, " And 
9t wench told hiriiy 6cc." T. Wabton. 

VIII. 7. - — one fweete drop of fenfuall delight /] Lu-, 

cretius, the warmeft of the Romaii poets, has given us this 
metaphor, L. iv. 1 054. 

' '^ — -^— " dukedinis in cor 



tf 



" Stillavit^Wa." T. Warton. 

c c3 
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Which hi her cott ihe daily praSizod: 

^* Yaine man," faide ihe, " that woulcLeft be 

reckoned , 

A ftraunger in thy home, and ignoraunt 
Of Phaedria, (for fo my name is red*) 
Of Phaedria, tl^ine owne fellow fervadnt; 
For thou to ferve Acrafia thy felfe doeft vaunt. 

*' In this wide inland fea, that bight by name 
The Idle Lake, my wandring ihip I row, 
That knowes her port, and thether fayles by 

ayme, 
Ne care ne feare I how the wind do blow,,- 
Or whether fwift I wend or whether flow : 
Both flow and fwift alike do ferve my tourne ; 
Ne fwelling Neptune ne lowd-thundring love* 
Can chaunge my cheare, or make roe ever 
mourne: . ^ 

My Title boat can iafely pafle this perilous 
bourne/' 

IX. 4. — cott] Cott is a little boat. <* They 

call, in Ireland, cotSy things like boats, but very unfhapely,, 
heingnothing butfquare pieces of timber made hollow," See 
Gerard Boate's Nat. Hist, of Ireland, p, 64* Church. ; 

/^' 9* -^-" this perilous bourne.] Bourn is fimply 

nothing more than a boundarj/. Dover-cliff i$ jailed, in A.' 
I^ar, ^ this chriky fiourn/' that is, this chalky boundarjf o{ 
England toward^ Franpje, A. iv. S, yi. Sec alfo Furetiere ii>, 
Borne, and Du Cange in Borna. In Saxon, buruy or burna, is a 
ftream of watery as is bourn atpisefent in fome coyniies; and, as 
rivers were the moil di(lingui(hable aboriginal feparations or 
divifions of property, might not the Saxon word give rife to the 
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Whiles thus (he talkeid^ AhA whilefs tkns (ha 
tayd. 
They wdre far paft the paflage which he 

fpake, 
Ahd come unto an Ifland wafte and voyd. 
That floted in the midft of that great Lake ; 
There her fmall gondelay her port did make, 
And that gay pay re iflfewmg on the fliore 
Difbttrdned h^r: Their way they forward 

take 
Into the land that lay them faire before^ 
Whofe pleafaunce fhe him (hevird,. and jplentifuU 
great ftore. 



Fi^cb ^tf^ f JUi the ptetbnt pufiage^ imtrnt is a r«pdr, oi^ ra*^ 
iker Ajirait ; but feemingly alfo in the feiife of divifion or fepa^ 
tatidn; for afterwards this bourne is ilyled Sk Jherd^ ft. -38. 
Here, indeed, is a metathefis ; and the a^ive participle^arin^ 
is confounded with the paflivej^arcrf. This *' perilous bourne 
was the boundary or drbifton which parted the main land from 
Ffaa^drijEi's Ule of Bli&, to which it ferved as a defence. In the 
Bieaiit^iile,j^r(//may fignify Xh&gap made by the ford or frith 
between the two lands. But fucb a fenfe is unwarrantably ca-« 
tachreftical aod Ikentiotis. T. W^ktok. . 

It is obfervable, that the expreiSoa " perlousfoord^^ is alfo 
iifed in ft. 19. We hai«l thus rtpe^edly the " tower perillovsy* 
in Hawes's (Ptf^ime qf Pleafure; and^ if I recoiled I'igbtly, (h^ 
•' perilouB lake" occurs in the Mj/i. qf K, Arthur. Tonn. 

XI. S, ' r"' - ' •■ '. '■ toqfie midvoyd^'] As this Ifland, r^ 
t&e following ftanz^^ iis faid to abound, in all delights; tliei 
^oet^ by calhng it «m^ and foid^ itieaot to fay that it was un-* 
inhabited. So, in F. Q. iii. ix. 49. 

Foond it the iitteft foyle for tjteir abode* . 

Pmitfull of all things fit for living ^Dode,^ 

But whoHtLywajte asid void of pioples trode,** CHU|t.C9» 
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XII. 

It was a chofen plott of fertile land» 

Emongft wide waves fett, like a litleneft. 
As if it had hy natures cunning bsuid 
Bene choycely picked out from all the reft. 
And laid forth for ehfemple of the beft : 
'^o daintie flowre or herbe that growes on 

grownd^ i 

No arborett with pointed bloflbroes dreft 
And fmeUing fweete, but there it might be 
fownd 
To bud out iaire^ and her fwbete fmels throwe 
* al arownd, 

XIII. 

No tree, whofe braunches did not bravely fpring ; 
No bwunch, whereon a fine bird did not fitt j 
No bird, biit did her fhrill notes fweetely fing ; 



XII. 1. liwasackofinploitqffeiiiielaud, 

Emongfi wide waoes Jetty Mke a lltleneftj Thii 
expreflion is literally from Cicero De Qratoreyi. 44. ^* Patrke 
tanta efi vis kc tanta iiatura, ut Ithacam illam in.afperrimis 
faxulisy tanfjmm nidulwrn^ affixam fapientiiiimus vir immortar' 
litati anteponeret." Uptok. 

X II. 9» T-r — ' and her fweete fmels throwe «/ ar(rwndS{ 

This is the reading of the fecond editioit, which I. prefer, as 
rendering the turtt of. the viOtd& from thp preceding line more 
linking; and whiph has beeq followed hy the folios^ .by 
flughes^s /irft edition^ by Tonfon's mlj^^i and by Mr, 
Church. Ail the reft read^ ** and ikrw^ her fweet fmels ^ 
arownd." Todd. 

XIII. 1. No tree^ &c.] This moft elegant .ftaii^a' is not 
eafily to be parall*6d by any paflage from other poets« Poetry 
and Romance are herq happily united^ l'oi^4>* 



CANTO yi. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 393 

No 6)ng, but did containe a Ipvely ditt. 
Trees, braunches, birds, and fongs, were 

framed fitt 
For to allure fraile mind to carekfie eafe. 
CarelefTe the nian foone woxe, and his weake 

witt 
Was overcome of thing that did him pleafe : 
So pleafed did his wrathful! purjpofe faire ap- 

peafe. 

XIV. 

Thus when (hee had his eyes and fences fed 
With £alfe delights, and fild with pleafures 

vayn, 
Into a ihady dale Ihe foft him led. 
And layd him downe upon a gralfy playn ; 
And her fweete felfe without dread or difdayn 
She ifett befide, laying his head difarmd 
In her loofe lap, it foftly to fuftayn^ 



XIII. 4. — a lovely ditt.] Song or dittji. 

The word ditty had formerly a more fignificaiit meaning than, 
at prefent. Witnefs the very expreffive converfion ofit into a 
participle by the judicious and inimitable Milton, where he 
fpeaks of the mufical abilities of his frieftd Henry Lawes, 
in Coram I 

" Who With his foft pipe, and {mooWi-dittied forig,' 
« Well knows to ftill the wild winds when they r6ar, 
" And hufli the waving woods." TonD. 
XIII. 5, 2Vce^, hraunches^ &c.] Obferve here a kind' of 
poetical beauty, which confiils fometimes of feparating your 
images, and then bringing of tliem together ; as in this flan^a : 
fometimes, in bringing all your images together, and then fe- 
parating them, as in F. Q. li. xii. 70,71. Upton. 
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xvu. 

" Why then doeft thou, O man^ that of them all 
Art Lord, and eke of nature Soveraine, 
Wilfully make thyfelfe a wretched thrall. 
And wafte thy ioybus howres in needeliefle 

pame, . 
Seeking for daunger and adventures vaine ? 
What bootes it al tp have and nothing ufe ? 
Who ihall him rew that fwimming; in the 

maine 
Will die for thrift, and water doth refufe ? 
ftefufe fuch fruitleffe toile, and prefent pleafures 

chufe/* 

XVIII. 

t ' T * 

/ * ^ •" * ■ 

By this (lie had him lulled faft afleepe. 
That of no worldly thing he care did take: 



aUufion to thofe facred words, " Confider the lillies of the 
field how they grow; they toil not, neither do they fpin." 
The poet ought not to have placed them where he^has. 

" JOETIN. 

The aJfufioii fe^ras very elegantly brought in here, in thin 
mock reprefentation of tranquillity, to fhew how the beft ,of 
fayings may l>e perverted to the word of meanings. Upton, 

XVIL 5. What bootes ital to have and nothing ufef &c.] 
Tbi5 fame kind of oftentatious fophillry is employed, but with- 
out fuccefs, againft the innocent Lady in Milton's Maik by the 
vile Enchan tier Comus. Tod«d. 

XVI I. 7. that fwimming in the maine 

Will die for thrijt,] Not in the namfea, but in 
fome gi^at liVer. The expreiiion feems to have a kind of ca- 
tachrefis. Upton. 

X VII. 8. thrijl^] This is Spenfer's own wor4, 

which has been converted, in many modern editions, into Mir^. 
See the note on thrift^j F. Q. i. x, 3S, Tood. ~ 
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: Then (he with liquors ftrong his eies did 




.That nothiiig ihould. him haftily awa1s:e. 
So Ihe him lefte, and did herfelfe betake 
iUiitO! her hoat again, with which (he clefte 
The flouthfiiU wave of that great griefy 

Soone Ihee that Illand far behind her lefte. 
And now is come to' that fame place where firft 

Ihe wpfte. , 
'. ■ '• ' ,' XIX. 

By this time, was the worthy Guyon brought 
Unto the other fide of that wide ftrond 

XVIII. 3. Thenjhe with liquors Jtrong his eies didjieepe,] So 
Milton, Par. L. B, xk 366'. 

J — -, — , — - — " Afcend 

" This hill ; let Eve (for I have drenched her tyes) 

** Here (Je^p below/* Church. 
XVIII. 7. The p)uthfuUyf%ve\ So Spenfer's ,own Editions 
read, which the editions of 17&1, of Church, and Upton, fol- 
low. The reft read waves. Todd. 

Ibid. — r: — \ — r — — :- that great griefy Lake ;] This is 

the reading of Spenfer's firft edition, to which Mr. Chtireh. ad-, 
heres. Thefecond and every fubfequeij^t edition read '^ that great 
griejly Lake." And Mr. Upton again contends that griefie.h a 
blonder for gri^. See the note on " gri^y locks," F. Q. i. 
ix. 35. He endeavours to confirm his ppinion by producing 
the foltowing expreffion in ft. 46. « > 

The waves thereof fo flow and fluggifli were, 

Engroft with mud which did them fowle agr//e,.&c.''. . . 
Where agrife, he obferves, is to' affright , which however we 
muft interpret to render frightful^ in order to axzcommodit* 
^grifi to griejly. But does not thq ^^a^te^iox^y engraft loitk 
mud &c. countenance the original reading griefy f And, as Mr. 
Church further fuggefts) are not the poet's own ivords alfo, kv 
ft. 20, the dull billowes thicke as troi^ledmire an additioi^iaicpiki* 
firmation that griefy is no blunder ? Todd. 






Whiefe fee was roiviiig, and foy ^^ge< flight : 
Him needed not long call; ftieeibpne^ to hofid 
HerlevTj brought, where him ihe l!>ydiiig ibnd 
With hk fad Guide : bimfeife fhe tdokeiibaordy 
But the Blacke Palmer fnffired^ ftill to^ ft(ftid, 
Ne would for price orpray^i^ once aflboJ^'d 

To ferry that old man over the perlous^ foord. 

' XX.- ' • - ^ ■ . ' ' ' 

Guyon was loath to leave his Guide behind i 
Yet being entred might not backe r^tyre ; 
For the flitt barke, obaying to her mind^ 
Forth launched quic?kly as (he did defire, . 
Ne gave him leave to bid that aged fire 



XIX. 4. Jheefoom to bond - - 

Her ferry brought,] None of the editions have 
the reading I looked £[>r, which was, 

' ^* (he foone to7of/rf' 

** Her ferry brought." Uj»ton. 
XIX. 6. ^--~ fad] Grave. Chuuch, ■ 

XIX. 9. tfce perlons footd.} ' Sb' Spenfer^ 

own editions read. Some editions have here convertt^d ihp 
into thai. Todd. 

XX. 3, For theflittharkey obaying to her tnind,} So again, 
F.Q. ii. 35. ' ' 

" Lo^ now the heavens^ obiey to rae alone/' 
Thus Wickhff, Rom.i. SO, *^ Not oheyinge to fhs&ix and ipodir." 
Chaucer, Troilus and Cref. '\IU90. w > 

" But godely gan t& his prayere oheye,** 
Aodyin the L^gende (^' good Women^\er. SO' 

** That as an harpe obeyith to the honde/'- - 

^ydxief^ Arcadia^ p. 60. ^^ To whom the othet fliould obey 7^ 
And Milton, Far. L. B. i. 337. 

" Yet ^0 their general' 8 voice they fdon oftey*rf."' 
See alfo A3s4in. S9. " To whom ouf fathers would not obey,*^ 
Ami Mam,. vL l6» " His fervants ye are, to whom ye a6ey.'^ 

. - - Uptok. 
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Adieu, but nimbly ran her wonted courfe 
Through the dull billowes thicke as troubled 

mire, 
Whom nether wind out of their feat could 

forfe,' . 

Nor timely tides did drive out of their fluggifti 

iburife. ^ 

: ' . .XXI. 

And by the way, as was her wonted guize. 
Her mery fitt (he frelhly gan to reare, 
And did of ioy and iollity devize, • 

Herfdfi? to cherifti, and her gueft to cheare. 
The Knight was courteous, and did tnotfor- 

beare 
Her honeft merth and ple^saunce t€r par- 

take; 
But when he faw her toy, and gibe, and 

geare. 
And pafle the bonds of modeft merimake, 
Her dalliaunce he despised and follies did for-« 

fake. 



■ XXI. 7. •— ^nd gibe, and geare,] To gibe 

is to jejly and geare is the old orthography of Jeer. See F, Q. 
V. 111. 39' 

" All gan to iejt and 01 BE full merjlie 
" At the remembrapce of their knaverie." , 
Sot.in Hamlet, of Yorick ihejejler ; " Where be your gibes 
nom? your gahibols &c. ?" Todd. 

XXL 8. ■ the bonds] So iSpenfer's own editions 

ready which the ^dition$ of 1751 £^nd of Upton follow. The 
red read bounds^ which Mr. Upton acknowledges to be pre- 
ferable. Todd, 
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XXII. 

yet (he ftill followed her former ftyle. 

And faid, and did, all that mote him delight. 
Till they arrived in that pleafaunt He, 
Where fleeping late ftie lefte her other 

Knight. 
But, whenas Guyon of that land had fight, 
He wift himfelfe amifle, and angry faid ; 
" Ah ! D^me, perdy ye have not doen me 

right. 
Thus to miftead mee, whiles I you obaid : 
Me litle needed from my right way to have 
ilraid/' 

XXIIL 

*^ Fair? Sir,"' quoth Ihe, " be not difpleafd 
at all ; 
Who fares on fea may not commaund his 

way, 
Ne wind and weather at his pleafure call : 
, The fea is wide, and eafy for to ftray ; 



XXII. 7. perdy] Hughes, in his Gloflary, in- 
terprets perdie as an old oath, par dieu, Fr. See alfo Cotgrave, 
V. Pi^rde, par dieu : Poi6tevin. Mr. Church believes the word 
to be' ufed as ah ajfeveration fignifying verily^ rather than as an 
oath^ in Spenfer. AncJ Mr. tjpton confiders the word as all 
expletive both in Chaucer and Spenfer. Mr. Tyrwhitt has 
remarked, that it was a common Fr. oath, which mod of the. 
perfonages in Chaucer exprefs very frequently ij;> Englifli, with 
as little ceremony as the Greeks ufed their rn Aia, and with as 
little meaning too. Todd. 

XX III. 4. The fea is wide, and eafy for to ftray ;] And eafy* 
to caufe us to go adray. Upi^on. 
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The wind unftable, and doth never ftay. 
But here a while ye may in fafety reft^ 
Till feafon ferve new paflage to affay : 
Better fafe port then be in feas dillreft/' 
Therewith (he laugbt, and did her earneft end 
in ieft* 

But he^ halfe difcontent, niote nathelefle 
Himfelfe appeafe, and ilTewd forth on ftiore t 
The ioyes whereof and happy fruitfulnefTe^ 
Such as he faw, fhe gan him lay before. 
And allj though pleafaunt, yet Ihe made 

much more. 
The fields did laugh, the flowres did freftily 

fpring, : 

XXIV. 4. Such as ktfttw, Jht gdn him tay htfott^ 

And all, though pledjaufit, yetjhe made much morel 
If the beautiful aflemblage of proper circumdances in a charm- 
. ingly natural and familiar (imile of Milton, did not lead one to 
think, that he took the hint of it from a real fcene of the fort, 
which had fome time of other fmitten his fancy, I (hould be 
apt to think that he alluded to this fame thought in Spenfer. 
Compare Far, L. B. ix. 445, &c. 

" If chance with nymph-like ftep fair virgin pafs, 
" JVhat pleufing feem'd, for her now pleqfes more, 
" She moft, Ike,*' Thyer. 
XXIV. 5. And all, iho\i^pleafaunt^ Hughes's editions 
V read, " And o/^^ougA pleafant.'^ Church. 

XXIV. 6. The fields did laugh,] Compare Pfal, Ixv. 14. 

. '^ The vallies (liall fiand fo thick with corn ijiat they fhall 

laugh and (ing.^^ The phrafe may be alfo found in Greek and 

Latin poetry. Spenfer, however, feenis to tranllate Petrarch, 

Son. 42. 

" JltV/(wio i joraft, e '1 ciel fi raflerena 5 
<* Giove s' allegra &c," Todd. 

VOL. III. D d 
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The trees did bad, and early bldfibmes Iwre ; 
And all the quire of birds did fweetly iing. 
And told that Gardins pleafures in their ca- 
roling. • 

XXV. 

And (he, more fweete then any bird on bough, 
AVould oftentimes emongft them beare a part. 
And ftrive to paffe (as ihe could weM enoogli) 
Their native muiicke by her fkilful art : 
So did (he all, that might his conftant ha^ 
Withdraw from thought of warlike ehteiipiize, 
And drowne in diffolute delights apart. 
Where noife of amies, or yew of martiall 
guize, 

Might not revive defire of knightly exercize : 

XXVI. 

But he was wife, and wary of her will, 
And ever held his hand upon his hart ; 
Yet would not feeme fo rude, and thewed ill. 
As to defpife fo curteous feeming part 
That gentle Lady did to him impart : 
But, fairly tempring, fond defire fubdewd. 
And ever her defired to depart. 

XXVI. 3. — thewed ill,] lU-bred, 

ili-maanered. Church. 

111 thewed, is makmoratus; and is alfo Chaucer^s expreflkm. 

Upton. 

XXVI. 6. But ^fairly tern fringe foqd ds^ve ftibdemd^ Com- 
pare ft. 21. It is probable that Milton had this paflage ia 
view, when he defcribed our Saviour fuperiour to the tempta- 
tion of female beauty, Ban, lle^« B. ii. !203. 
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She lift not heare^ but her difports pourfibwd, 
And ever bad him ftay till time the tide renewd* 

XXVII. 

And now by this Cymochl6s howre was fpent^ 
That he awoke out of his ydle dreme ; 
And, (baking off his drowfy dreriment, 
Gan him avize, howe ill did him befeme 
In flouthfuU fleepe his molten hart to fteme, 
And quench the brond of his conceived yre. 
Tho up he ftarted, ftird with fhame extreme, 
Ne ftaied for his Damfell to inquire, 

But marched to the ftrond, there pai&ge to 

require. 

xxvirt. 

And in the way he with Sir Guyon mett, 
Accompanyde with Phaedria the faire : 



. is What woman will you find, 

^^ Though of this 9£e the wonder and the fame^ 
" On whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye 
" Of fond defire rr^ — 
The Earl of Oxford, ii^ a poem much commended by Putten- 
ham in his Jrt of Eng, Foefie^ 1589, P« 17?> entitled Fancy 
and De^re^ perfonifies the latter by the name of Fond Desire. 
See Perc/s Reliques of Anc. Poetry, 4th edit^ vol. ii. 179* 
Fancy thus takes leave of Dejire: 

" Then, fond Defire^ farewelle ; 

" Thou art no mate for me : 
" I fhould be lothe, methinks, to dwell 
" With fuch a one as thee." Tqdp. 

XXVII. 5. : to fteme,] That is, to 

exkalcy to evaporate^ his melted heart in ileep. Uptok. . 

XXVII. g. — there pqUJage &c.] This judicious 

alteration in the firfl folio is followed by every edition except 
that of 1751, which reads, wjith Spenfer> rOWP ^itiQns^ '^ their 
fdiTagje to require." Todd. 
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Eftfoones he gan to rage, and inly frett. 
Crying ; " Let be that Lady debonaire. 
Thou recreaunt Knight, and foone thyfelfe 

prepaire 
To batteile, if thou meane her love to gayn. 
Loe ! loe already how the fowles in aire 
Doe flocke, awaiting ftiortly to obtayn 
Thy carcas for their pray, the guerdon of thy 
payn/' 

XXIX. 

And there-withall he fierfly at him flew. 
And with importune outrage him aflayld ; 



XXVIII. 4. • Let be] Let go. Church, 

Ibid. 4. ■ ■ ■ ■ that Lady debonaire,] De- 

bonaire, applied to the Ladies, means elegant^ winnings accom^ 
plijhed; to Knights, courteous and jw/?. See the note on rfe- 
bonnaircy F. Q. i. ii. 23. Thus Milton's Euprofyne is " buxom, 
' blithe, and debonair^*' AUegr. 24. And Fanihaw reprefents 
the gamefome nymphs of Camoens, " fo debonayre^ fo tender, 
fo benigne," Luf, C. ix. 66. Todd. 

XXVIII. 7. Loe ! loe already how the fowles in aire 

DoeJlockeJl Spenfer has plainly the Scripture 

in view, where the proud Philiftine fpeaks to David, " Come 

to me and I will give thy flefh unto the fowles of the atr^ and 

• to the beads of the field," 1 Sam, xvii. 44 ; and perhaps too 

he ufed the very words, 

" Loe ! loe alreadie how the fowles of tK aire — ** 
This expreifion alfo is in other places, " And thy carcafe (hall 
be meat unto all the fowles of the air, and unto the bea(b of 
the eaith," Deut, xxviii. 26. So Horn. //. «, 5. 



omNOlXiri nAi;i. Upton. 

XXVIII. 9. ' the guerdon of thy pay nj\ The 

reward of thy attempt to gain the Lady. Church. 

XXIX* 2. - ■ with imp6rtune outrage] This is the 

reading of tlie firft edition, which Hughes's fecond edition, the 
editions of 1761, ot Church, Upton, and Tonfon's of 1758, 
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Who, foone prepard to field, his fword forth 

drew, 
And him with equall valew countervayld : 
Their mightie ftrokes their haberiepns dif- 

may Id, 
And naked made each others manly 

fpalles; 
The mortall fteele defpiteoufly entayld 



follow. The fecond edition, by a manifeft erroiir of the prefs, 
reads " with importance outrage," which the firft folio, by a 
liippofed emendation, converted into " important outrage," 
and to which the fubfequent folios, as alfo Hughes's firfl edi- 
tion, adhere. Importune^ as Mr. Upton obferves, is cruel y 
JavagCy &c. as importunus in Latin ; and thus Spenfer has ** f'm- 
portwiefskie." Todd. 

XXIX. 3. Who, foone prepard to field.] That is, to battle. 
Germ, f eld f bellum. Upton. 

XXIX. 4. with equall valew] Hughes reads 

valour, Speiifer wrote value, or, in the old fpelling, 'Valew. 
See Menage, Value, valeur, merite perfonnel. Marot, 

" Premier done je falue 

" Tres-humblement ta hautefle et value." Upton. 

XXIX. 5. ^ haberieons] Sleeves, and 

Gorget of mail ; armour covering the neck and bread. See 
Cotgrave's Fr. Did. V. Haubergeon. It is the diminutive of 
kaubert, a coat of mail. Todd. 

XXIX, 6. — fpalles;] Shoulders, Fr. 

efpaules. G. Douglas has Jpaldis iov jhoulders or arms. 

Upton. 

. XXIX. 7. — entayled] Entailed is 

^fually employed for carved or engraved. See Cotgrave, V. 
Intailed. So, in Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, the *' chapitre 
houfe" is thus defcribed, fign. B. i. edit. 1553. 

'^ Coruen, and couered, and queyntelyche entayle^ 
" With femliche felure yfeet on lofte, 
" As a parlement hous ypeynted about/' 
Chaijicer alfo ufes eTi^at/ec^ iov carved. Spenfer's rhyme intrQ- 
f)^ced if here fpr cut. Todd. 
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Deepe in their flefli, quite through the yron 
wallesy 
That a large purple ftreame adown their giam- 
beux falles, 

XXX. 

Cymochles, that had never mett before 
Sq puiflant foe, with envious defpight 
His prowd prefumed force increafed more, 
Difdeigning to bee held fp long in fight. 
Sir Guyon, grudging not fo much his might 
As thofe unknightly ray linges which be fpoke, 
With wrathfull fire his corage kindled brighti 
Thereof devifing Ihortly to be wroke. 

And doubling alj his powres redoubled every 
ftroke, 

XXXI. 

Both of tbein high attonce their hands en* 

haunfi, 
-/ind both attonce their huge blpwes down 

did fway ; 
Cymochles fword on Guyons Ihield yglaunft| 
And thereof nigh One quarter Iheard away ; 
3ut Guyons angry blade fo fiers did play 

XXIX. 9« adoron their giambeux falles^l 

He probably drew giambeux, that is, boot^^ from this pelage in 
the Rime of Sir Topas^ ver. 3380. 

" fiisjambeiix were of cure buly:'' 
Which Une is more French than Engliih : 

" Ses Jambettx etoient de cuir bouilli :'* 
That is, His boots were made of tanned leather. T. Wartok.' 

XXX. 3. pr^umed force] Strengt)! that ke 

Jiad too }iigh an opinion of^ Church. 
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On th' others helmett, which as Titan (hone. 
That quite it clove his plumed creft in tway, 
And bared all his head unto the bone ; 
Where-with aftonifht flill he flood as fencelefle 
flone. 

XXXII. 

Still 33 he flood, fayre Phaedria, that beh^eld 
That deadly daunger, foone atweene them ran ; 
And at their feet herfelfamoft humbly feld, 
Crying with pitteous voyce, and countenance 

wan, 
" Ah, well away ! moft noble Lords, how can 
Your cruell eyes endure fo pitteous fight. 
To flied your lives on ground ? Wo worth 

the man, 
That firfl did teach the curfed fleele to bight 
In his owne flefh, and make way to the living 

fpright! 



XXXII. 7. your Wyes] Your blood. « For the 

Mood is the life," Deitf. xii. 23. See F. Q. vi. iii. 51. 

Church. 

Ibid. Wo worth the man,] That is, 

Curfed be the man. Chaucer frequently ufes the expreffion. 
So, in p. 31 J. edit. Urr. " Wo worth that daie that thou me 
bare on live !" Church. 

So, in Ezek. xxx. 2. " Wq xoorth the day." And in Sidney's 
Arcadia, p. 31 6. ** How often have I bleft the meanes that 
might bring mee neere thee ? Now woe worthe the caufe thai 
brings me To oeere thee." Uptoit. 

XXXII. 8. Thatjirft did teach the curfidjtcele &c.] Tibullus, 
I. xi. 1. 

•^ Quis fuit, horrendos primus qui protulit enfes f 
^' Quum ferus, et ver^ ferreus, ille fait I" JoRTiir. 
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XXXIII. 

" If ever love of Lady did empierce 

Your yron breftes, or pittie could find place, 
Withhpl(l your blpody bandes from battaUl 

fierce ; 
/Lnd, fitb for me ye figbt, to me this grace 
Both yield, to flay your deadly ftryfe a 

fpace/' 
They ftayd a while ; aijd forth Ihe gaij pro^ 

ceecie ; 
" Moft wretched woman and of wicked race, 
That api the authpur of this hainous deed, 
An^ caufe of deafh betweepe two doughtie 

JCpights dp brieed | 

XXXIV. 

^^ But, if fpr ine ye fight, or m^ will ferve, 
Not this rude kynd of battaill^ nor thefe 

armes 
Are meet, tl>e which doe men in bale to 

fterve, 
Artd doolefuU forrowe heape with deadly 

harmes : 
Such cruell game my fcarmoges difarmes, 

' XXXIV. 3. The which doe men in hale to fterve,] Which 
caufe mankind to perijh in trouble, fTeaJifan, mori ; though 
now ufed in a particular fenfe, to di^ with hunger, Chaucer 
l^fes it i^ its ai^cient fei^fe, as our poet, who is ^1 antique. 

Upton. 
XXXIV. 5. Such cruell game my fcarmoges difarms.'] This 
is more poetical and elegant, than, if written, '* Such cruell 
fca^noge^ mpr game dif^rn^s/' Scafmoge^^ &irmi(hes, (t^l, 
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Another warre, and other weapons, I 
Doe love, where Love does give his fweet 
alarmes 

» 

Without blood(h6d, and where the enimy 
Does yield unto his foe a pleafaunt viftory. 

XXXV. 

" DebatefuU ftrife, and crtiell enmity, 

The famous name of Tinighthood fowly fhend; 
But lovely peace, and gentle amity, 
And in amours the pafling howres to fpend, 
The mightie martiall handes doe moft com- 
mend ; 
Of love they ever greater glory bore 
Then of their armes : Mars is Cupidoes frend,' 
And is for Venus loves renowmed ipore 

Then all his wars and fpoiles, the which he did 

of yore. 

xxxvi. 

Therewith flie fweetly fmyld. They, though 

full bent 
To prove extremities of bloody fight. 
Yet at her fpeach their rages gan relent, 
And calme the fea of their tempeftuousfpight : 
Such powre have pleafing wordes ! Such is 

the might 

fcaramuchia. Gall, efcarmouche. How many paiTages might be 
brought from, the poets, to ftiow the analogy between the wars 
of Marsy and t)ie flcirraifhes of Cupid ? Cruell game is Horatian ; 
'' Heu nimis longo f^tiate ludo*' L. i. Od. ii. Upton. 
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Of courteous clemency in gentle hart ! 
Now after all was ceaft, the Faery Knight 
Befought that Damzell fufFer him depart. 
And yield him ready paflage to that other part* 

XXXVII. 

She no lefle glad then he defirous was 
Of his departure thence ; for of her iov 
And vaine deUght fheTaw he light did p^ 
A foe of folly and immodeft toy, 
Still folemne fad, or ftill difdainfuU coy ; 
Delighting all in armes and cruell warre. 
That her fweet peace and pleafures did annoy, 
Troubfcd with terrour and unquiet iarre, 

T^jiat ihe well pleafed was thence to amove him 
&xre. 

XXXVIII. 

Tho him flie brought abord, and her fwift bote 
Forthwith direfted to that further ftrand ; 
Th6 which on the dull waves did lightly flote. 
And foone arrived on the {hallow fand. 
Where gladfome Guyon falied forth to land. 
And to that Damfell thankes gave for reward. 



XXXVII. 3. he light did jpasyl He made 

light of; he paiTed over lightly. Upton. 

XXXVIII. 5. falied] Sq Spenfer's 

own editions, and the edition of 1751, read. Saliedy that is, 
leaped, Lat. falio. The word well expreffes the alacrity of 
Sir Guyon. The folios and Hughes's firft edition read failed, 
Hughes's fecond edition reads /allied. Church. 

Mr. Upton, which I was furprifed to find, reads failed. 
Tonfon's edition in 1758, fallied. Todd. 
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Upon that ftiore he fpyed Atin (land, . 
There by his maifter left, when late he far'd 
In Phaedrias iiitt barck over that perlous Ihard. 

xxxix. 
Well could he him remember, fith of late 
He with Pyrochles ftiarp debatement made ; 
Straight g^n he him revyle, and bitter rate, 
As flbepheardes curre, that in darke eveninges 

fhade 
Hath traded forth fome falvage beaftes trade : 
** Vile mifcreaunt,'' faid he, " whether doft 
thou flye 
. The ftiame anyd death> which will thee, fopne 
invade ? 
What coward hand fhall doe thee next to dye, 
That art thus fowly fledd from famous enimy ?'* 

XL. 

With that he ftifly Ihooke his fteelhead dart : 
But fober Guyon hearing him fo rayle» 
Though fomewhat moved in his mightie hart. 
Yet with ftrong reafon maiftred paffion fraile, 
And paffed fayrely forth : He, turning taile. 



XXX VIII. 9. that perlous (hard.] See 

the notes on '* perilous bourne" ft. 10. Todd. 

XXXIX. 1. Well could he him remember ,} That is, Atin 
well remembered Guyon. Church. 

XXXIX. 5. — — ■' ■ trade :] For tready 

fbotfteps. Churcpi. 

XL. 5. fayrely] Softly. So, in Milton's Comus^ 

ver. l6S. « Ifair/y ftep afide." Todd. 

Ibid. ' He J Mm. Church. 
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Backe to the ftrond retyrd, and there ftill 

ftayd, 
Awaiting paflage, which him late did faile ; 
The whiles Cymochles with that wanton 

Mayd 
The hafty heat of his avowd revenge delayd, 

XLI. 

Why left there the Varlet ftood,he faw from farre 
An armed Knight that towardes him faft ran ; 
He ran on foot, as if in luckleffe warre 
His f6rlorne .fteed from him the viftour wan : 
He feemed breathleffe, hartleffe, faint, and 

wan; 
And all his armour fprinckled was with blood, 
And foyld with durtie gore, that no man can 
iPifcerne the hew thereof : He never ftood, 
But bent his haftie courfe towardes the Ydle 

Flood. 

XLII. 

The Varlet faw, when to the Flood he came 
How without ftop or ftay he fierfly lept. 
And deepe himfelfe beducked in the fame, 
That in the Lake his loftie creft was ftept, 

XL. 9. delayd.] Put away,. 

removed from him. See F. Q. ii. iv. 35. Church. 

XLII. 4. —Jlepty] So the firft. 

edition reads, which I make no doubt is Spenfer's fpelling. 
The fecond edition, the folios, and the edition of 1751, read. 
Jteept, HugheSy Jieep'd, Church. 

Mr. Upton alfo preferyes the original fpelling, Jlept,^ Ton- 
fon's edition in 1758 reads^ee/7/. Todd. 
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. Ne of his fafetie feemed care he kept ; 
But with his raging armes he rudely flaftit 
The waves about, and all his armour fwept. 
That all the blood and filth away was waftit ; 
Yet ftill he bet the water, and the billowes dafht. 

XLIII. 

Atiri drew nigh to weet what it mote bee ; 
For much he wondred at that {mcouth fight : 
AVhom ftiould he but his own deare Lord 

there fee, 
His owne deare Lord Py rochles in fad plight. 
Ready to drowne himfelfe for fell defpight : 
" Harrow now, out and well away !'' he cryde, 

XLIII. 6. Harrow now, out and well away !] All the edi- 
tion^ point thus : 

" Harrow now out, and well away, — " 
But the expreflion out and well away is the fame as out alasy in 
F. Q. vi. xi. 29. Church. 

Ibid. Harrow now^ out and well away, he cryde,'\ So 
Chaucer, Reves Tale^ 96'4. 

" 'And gan to cry harrow and weal-away," 
Haro is a form of exclamation anciently ufed in Normandy, 
to call for help, or to raife the Hue and Cry, See Gloff. 
Urry's Chaucer. We find it again ufed by Spenfer in the 49th 
ilanza of this canto : 

** Harrow ! the flames which me confuipe — '* 
Again, in F. Q. ii. Viii. 46. 

— — ** Harrow and well away I 

** After fo wicked deede why liv'ft thou leriger day!" 
It occurs often in Chaucer, and is, I think, always ufed as an 
exclamation of grie/"; but there are fome paflages in an old 
My/tery, printed at Paris, in 1541, where it is apjSlied as a 
term of alarms according to its original ufage. Lucifer is in<- 
troduced fummoning the devils : 

" Dyables mefchans, &c. — '■ — 

f* Viendrez yous point a mes cris et aboys, ., ■■ 

" HarOf haro'f null de vous jene veoys V' 



" Whatdifttiall day hath lent this curfed light, 
To fee my liord fo deadly damnifyde ? 
Pyrochles, O Pyrochles, what is thee betyde ?" 

XLIV. 

" I burne, I burne, I burae/' then lowd he 
cryde, 
" O h«>w I barna with implacable fyre I 

And in another place, where he particularly atld ruffes Belial : 

" HarOy haroy approdie toy grand dyable, 

" Approche toy notayre mal iiable, 

« fierRelial, &c." T. Wartow. 
It would much exceed the limit of thefe notes to recite the 
general Opinions concerning the original of t^k word. The 
curious reader may confult Du Cange in v. and Hickes, Gr. 
f r. Tfceot. p. 9^. I rather believe it to hav-e been derived 
from' Har, altuSy and Op, clamor ^ two Iflandic words, which 
were probably once common to all the Scandinavian nations. 
See Gudmund. And Lex. Illand. by Refenius. Hafn. l683. 
In fupport of this opinion, it may be obferved, that the Very 
word Haroep, or Harop, was ufed by fome of the inhabitants 
of the Low-Countries in the ifame Denfe in which Harou was 
by the Normans. Du Cange, in V. Haroep. Tyrwhitt, 

XUf L 7. this curfed light,] This is 

the reading of the fecond edition, which every fubfequent 
edition has followed, except the later one of Hughes, and 
that of Church. Hughes's emended reading is, " hath lent 
his curfed light ;" which, fays Mr. Church, is certainly right. 
Spenfer's firft edition indeed reads, " hath lent but f his his 
curfed li^t,'' which, however, gives a fupernumerary foot to 
the verfe ; an errour of which no notice is taken in the lift of 
Errata. Todd. 

XLIJL 8. damnifyde ?] Injured, 

So, in Fairfax, as Mr. Upton has noticed, '^ For no loffe true 
virtue damnifies/* Hence the modem word, indemnify, to 
fecure againft injury or lofe. Todd. , 

XLIV. 2. implacable] Implacable, 

with the accent on the iirft fyllal:)le, is common in Spenfer. 
Thus, in F. Q. iii. vii. 35. 

** Who, to avenge the implacable wroQg 

" Which hs fuppofed donne, &c/' 
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Yet nought can quench mine inly flaming 

fyde, 
Uor fea of McmLt cold, nor Lake of myr^ ; 
Nothing^ but ^eath can doe me to refpyi^e/' 
"•' Ah ! be it," faid he, " from Pyrochles farre 
After purfewing dearfi otice to requyre, 
V Or think, that ought thofe puiilant hands 

may marrfe : 
Death is for wretches borne under unhappy 
ftarre.^ 

XLV. 

•* Perdye, then is it fitt for me,^' faid lie, 
^^ That am, I weene, most wretched man 

alive ; 
Burning in flames, yet no fl^nes can I fee, 
And, dying dayly, dayly yet revive : 
O Atin, helpe to me laft death to give V* 
The Varlet at his plaint was grievd fo fore. 
That his deepe-wounded hart in two did rive ; 
And, his owne health remembring now no 
more. 

Did follow that enfaftiple which he blam'd afore. 



See alfo F. Q. iv. ix. 22. The fame accent occurs Jn the old 

"Comedy of Lingua ; but the paflage is borrowed from Speufer, 

A. iv. S. 15. 

" I bum, I bum, I bum ; , O ! how I bum 
" With fcorching heat of implacable fire ! 
" Iburn&c/' Todd. 
XLV. 5. — ^ helpe &c.] That is, Aflift in puttipg 

.an end to my mifery. Church. 
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XLVL 

Into the Lake he lept his Lord to^ ayd, 

(So love the dread of daunger doth defpife,) 
And, of him c^^tching hold, him ftrongly ftayd 
From drowning ; but more happy he then wife 
Of that feas nature did him not avife : 
The waves thereof fo flow and fluggifli . were, 
Engrofl: with mud which did them fowle 

agrife. 
That every weighty thing they, did ijpbeare, 



XLVI. 1. Into the Lake he lept &c.] Yaiu expedation of 
him who is the vidim of ungovernable paflion, to lofe it in 
'idleneis or folitude ! 

" Beneath the filent glopm 

," Though Peace can (it and fmile ; though meek Content 

" Can k^ep the cheerful tenour of her. foul, 

" Even in the loneliell fhades ; yet let not Wrath 

** Approach; let black Revenge keep far aloof; 

" Orjoon they flame to Mudnefs " Mafon. ; 

In all fucn cafes as this, bufmefs is the beft refource next to 
philofophy or religion. Boyd. 

?CLVI. 5. did him not avife :] Did not 

hethink himself. Fr. s'avifer. Church. 

XLVI. 6. The waves thereof fo flow andftuggijh xuew, . 
Engrq/i with mud which did them fowle agtife. 
That every weighty thing they did upbeare,"] It 
feems to me that Spenfer had in view the lake Afphaltus, or 
'Afphaltites, commonly called the Dead Seay when he wrote 
this defcription of the Idle Lake, I will cite Sandys, who, in 
his hiilory of the Holy-land, has given us the following re- 
lation. " The river Jordan is at length devoured by that 
'curfed Uke Afphaltites, fo named of the bitumen which it 
vomiteth ; (Pliny v. l6 ;) called alfo the Dead Sea ; perhaps 
in that it' nourifheth no living creature ; or for hi? heavy 
waters hardly to be moved by the winds ; (Juftin xxxvi. 6, 
Corn. Tacitus Hiftor. v ;) fo extreme fait, that whatfoever is 
'throwne thereinto not eafily fmketh. Vefpatian, for a trial, 
caufed divers to be cail in bound hand ^nd footj' who floated 
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Ne ought mote ever finck dowhe to the bottom 

there. 

XLVir. 

Whyles thus they ftrugled in that Yd\6 Wave^ 
And ftrove in vaine^ the one himfelfe- to 
drowne^ 
• The other both from dtowning for to fave ; 
Lo ! to that fhore one in an auncient gowne^ 
Whofe hoary locks great gravitie did crowne, 
Holding in hand a goodly arming fword^ 
By fortune came^ ledd with the troublous 

fowne: 
Where drenched deepe he fdwnd in that dull 
ford 
The careful! fervaunt ftryving with his raging 
Lord* 

XLVIII. 

Him Atin fpying knew right well of yore^ 
And lowdly cald ; *' Help ! helpe , O Ar- 

chimage, 
To fave my Lord iii wi'etched plight forlore ; 
Helpe with thy hand, or with thy counfell 

fage: 

as if fuppprted by fome fpjrit/' (iofeph. De Bell. J^idaic* 
V. 5.) r think the parallel may be eaiily feen. Dante like wife 
hence imaged that dead and fluggifli lake \vhich he names la 
morta goroy Inf. C« viii. And TalTo, in this Afphaltick lake, 
places the ifland of Armida. See Ta^ifo^ d x< 62, xvi. 71. 

Uptow. 
XLVII. 6* Holding in hand a goodly arming /word,] This 
fword Archimago had ftolen from P^ Arthur* Sjee above, 
F. Q. ii. iii. 18, and below, F. Q. ii. viii* Ip. Uptojt. 

VOL. III. E e 
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Weake handes, but counfell is mod ftrotig 

in age>'' 
Him when the old man faw, he woundred 

fore 
To fee Py rochles jthere fa rudely rage : 
Yet iithens helpe, he faw, he needed more 
Then pitty, he in 1^ approched to the ihore, 

XLIX^ 

And cald ; ^^ Py rochles, what is this I fee ? 

What hellifh fury hath at earft thee hent ? 
, Furious ever I thee knew to bee. 
Yet never in this ftraunge afloniftiment/' 
** Thefe flames, thefe flames^'Miie cryde, " doe 

me torment !^ 
« What flames/' quoth he, « ^hen I thee 

prefent fee 
In daunger rather to be drent then brent ?'* 
** Harrow ! the flames which me confume,** 
faid he, 
** Ne can be quencht, within my fecret bowelles 
bee. 



XLVIIL 5. Weake hmdes, but counjhll is mqfiftr&Hg in agc.J 
That is, in old age the hands are weak, but counfel moft 
^rofig. *H fay ^vMifUf h wuni^f i ^ ffmn^ v mftoCvrifn*^ 

Ariilot PoUi. L. \%. Upton. 

XLIX. 2. at earft] Suddenly. See 

F. Q. iL iv. 14, where he ufes it for infimitly. Chvuch. 

Ibid, ■ ■ • ■ ' > ■'■ ■ ■ hent ?] Seized. 

See the note on hexi^ Shep. Cal. Feb. Todd. 

XLIX. 7. ■ drent then brent f] Drowned 

than burnt* Caaaca* 



Li 

•* That ciirfed man$ that ctuel feebd of hell^ 
Furor^ oh ! Furor hath the thus bedight : 
His deadly woundes within toy liter fweil^ 
And his whott fyre burnes in mine entfalles 

bright^ 
Kindled through his infernall brond &f fpight^ 
Sith late with him I batteill vaine would bofte 3 
That now I weene loves dreaded thunder* 

light 
Does fcorch not halfe fo fore^ nor damned 

ghofte 

. L. li Thai curfid mdh^ thai ctuetjhehd of ieU^ &C.] The 
iame impaflioned exclamation is applied by Sir Trevifati to 
Defpair, " that curfed wight^ a man of hell." F. Q; i. ix. 28. 
The violent paflions appear to have been thus juitly brtmded, 
before the age of Spenfer^ Thus^ in Le Pelerinaige de Die hu* 
mdine^ ithpr^ par Anthoyue Verard, 4io^ Paris,* a ps^a^e occurs 
relating to defpair^ which is particularly obfervable iii to fen* 
tidient and e^preffion, and applies to the illuftration of both 
eircumftan<:es.in Spenfer: '^ConlitIlet'la veilk parefie frapbft 
fi grat coup le pelerin de fa coignee que a terre labbatit. £t 
puis fe menafia de lui mettre au coul /A corde du jfttftiREKAV 
DBNfER notnmee et appellee Id cordt cfu DBsssPKRACleN/' 
Sign* ti ult^Chi xvi. Compare SirTi'eviikn wearing auheibpeii 
Tppe* given him by Defpair, F. Q; u ixt 2U, 29* Tooi); 

L. Si ■ ' ■ • ' ■ * ^* ' M mjf liver] Spenfer's own edir 

tions, by ati unperceived miftake, read Iwers. The jerrour is 
admitted into no o^hiet edition but that of 1751. Toi^o. 

If. 7. -• — ^-^ — — ■' — r- thunder-light] That is, 

JUghtning, This I apprehend to be a compound word of bur 
|>CNet'8.. All the editions make two diftin^ words of thunder^ 
light* CHUtiCH. 

Mr. Upton's edition, and Tonfon's edition in 1758, have alfo 
judicioufly given thmder-light as a compound. Mr. Church's 
remark applies only to all the editions down to that of 1751. 

TODD. 

£ e SI 
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In flaming Phlegeton does not fo felly rofte/' 

LI. 
Which whenas Archimago heard, his griefe 

He knew right well, and him attonce difarm'd : 

Then fearcht his fecret woundes, and made a 

priefe 
Of every place that was with bnizing harmd, 
Or with the hidden fier inly warmd. 
Which doen, he balmes and herbes thereto 

applyde, 
And evermore with* mightie fpels them 

charmd ; 
That in Ihort fpace he has them qualifyde,^ 
And him reftoM to helth, that would liaVe al- 

gates dyde. 

- L. 9. '■ ' — fo felly rojie.] Cruelly or, 

fiercely . ItdX. fellone. So, in Milton's Lycida^^ ver. 91. " The 
fellon winds." Todd. 

A LI. 5. ■ ' ; ■ — fier inly warmd.'\ So the firft 

edition reads, which Mr. Church alone follows. The fecond 
and every other fubfequent e^tion read, ** Or with the hidden 
fire too inly warm'd." But too appears needlefs ; and J?er, 
pronounced as two fyllables, is not uncommon in Spcnfer. See 
F. Q. ii. ix. 13. I retain therefore the original reading. Todd. 
LI. 6. ■ he balmes and herbes thereto apply de^ &c.3 

Archimago here applies not only herbs, but fpells, to the 
-wounded Knight, according to the ancient pradice of phy- 
ficians ; a circumftance which poets feldom fail of mentioning. 

UpToir. 

LL 9- t^^ would have algates dyde,] That 

had wifhed by all means to die. See ^e note on algates in the 
pieceding canto, ft. 37. Todd. 
^ ' ' . 
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GANTO VII. 

Guyonfindes Mammon in a delve 

Sunning his threafure bore j 
Is by him tempted^ and led down^ 

To fee his fecreteJ^Qve. 

A S pilpt well expeirt in perilous wave. 

That to a ftedfaft ftarre his courfe hath bent. 
When foggy miftes or cloudy tempefts hayp 
The faithfull light of that faire lampe yblent, 
And cover'd heaven with hideous dreriment; 
Upon his card and compas firmes hi? f^y^% 

The mayfters of his long experiftient, 

• 

. Arg. 2. %\mmvi^ his threafure] Miltop moil probably had 
this paifage in miud, when he wrote the ibjlowjpg judicious 
and animated lines in Comi^ : ' 

** You may as well'fpread out the yNsyNN'j) heaps . 

" Of mifer*s treafure by an outlaw's den, 

'* And tell me it is fafe, as bid nie nope 

" Danger will wink on OpportuniWi &c/' Todd* 

Ibid. '• ^ his threafure hoxe '^ From the Anglo-S. 

lioiiV^^ fordiduSy mucidus : not hoary, which is froc^ haji, 
canm. Upton. 

I. 2. to aijiedfajjarre] So ajl the editions. I tliink 

Spenfer gave, " to the lledifall ftarre," meaning thereby the 
jpole-Jlar ; as he calls it the faithfull light. Church. , 

Mr. Upton propofes the fame reading. Todd. 

I. 5. • ' dreriment;] Darkn^^. 

$e^ P. Q. i. yiii. 9. Churqh. 

E e 3 
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And to them does the fteddy helme apply, 

Ridding bb winged yeffell fairely forward |ly | 

• 11. 
So Guyoii having loft his truftie Guyde, 

Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, proceedes 
Yet on bis way, of none acpo^ipanyde ; 
And evermore himfelfe with comfort feedes 
Of his own vertues and prajfe-worthie deedes, 
So, loqg he ypde^ yet np adveptnte fouml. 
Which Fame of her (hrijl trompet worthy 

reedps: ' , 

JFor fltill he trayeild through wide waftfiiU 
ground, 
^hat Thought but ^cf^rt wilderpefle (hewd fJl 
arpund. 

Ill, 
At laft h? came untp a gloomy glade, 

I. 9. —-. — - Ms xpingei vejill] Tis tl^e very expreffion of 
I'indar, fopo^ vro^l^ptr, Oli/mp, ix. 36; for the fails are her wings. 
** Velorum pandimus alas, Virs. ^n, iii. 520. Upton. 

II. 4. Jnd evermore kimfelje with comfort feedes 

Ofhh own vertues &c.] Philofophical expreOions of 
this kind often occur in our old /writers. See my note on 
Hilton's Par. L. B. iv. 37. " Then feed on thoughts j &c." 
Mr. Upton here, traces the fentiment to flato's lyux^T<7^M x^»;» 
%»} >xf4/earv, and Cicero's ** faturari bonarum cogitationum 
epulis." Topn. 

II. 8. he traveild through wide wq/tfuH groundy 

That nought hut ^ert wUderneffe Jhev^d all araandJ} 
Thus in ibe ancient allegory, entitled L^ Pelerinaige de vie 
lumainej the pilgrim meets the illrfavo^red old woman Avarice, 
laden witli riches, in a gloomy vg^jley : " Comment le pelerin 
trouua v^e varfond^ vallee ptaine de hideurs, en laquelle il re^ 

i contra vne vielie plus laide que ce)les dbnt deflus ell jjparl^n 
^quc^e ^ftoit eitraDgement habiQee, &c/' T^^^* 
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Cover d with boughes and (hrubs from heavens , 

light. 
Whereas he fitting found in fecret fhade 
An uncouth, falvage, and uncivile Wight, 
Of griefly hew and fowle ill-favour'd fight ; 
His face with fmoke was tand, and eies were 

bleard, 
His head and beard with fout were ill bedight. 
His cole-blacke hands did feeme to have ben 

feard 
In fmy thes fire-fpitting forge, and nayles like 

clawes appeard. 



- III. 4. An wicouihy falvage, &c,] Tliis is exactly the dc- 
fcription of Plutus in the pky of that name by Ariftophanes ; 
fuofiiruroiy v. 78 ; ovp^r^ v. 84 ; hiTson^rn «r«rr*;i ^aipi«y, v. 12S. - 
And in Lucian's Timon we have the following defciiption of 
this Money-god, vXsro^knif iivyaTso^ej^y as he is named : '^xf^f 
f^rMo^ avetv>A»tiy ^vnavauti^ rhi icucniKa^ wf^ to f 9o( rut ^vMa'^ 
yiCfiMPy as in the lali line of this Aanza, and majfles like clawes 
appear* dy with hooky nails, like the ravenous harpies. Perhaps 
too Spenfer had Piers Plowman before him> '^ A^d then cam^ 
Covetis — ^wyth two bleredeyen/* as in the prefent ilaoza. See 
alfo Chaucer, Rom. R, 2Q2. 

'^ Full croked were his ho»dii two :. 

" For Covetife is ever wode 

" To gripin othir folkis gpde." Upton, , 
III. 9. /n^j^/Ae^^re-fpitting &c.} S]^tt feems anciently 
to have more fimply figniiied dijpei^ey without the low idea 
which we at prefent affix to it. Thus Milton> in Comus^ 
ver. 131. ' 

— ——'——— ** "When the dragon woom 

" Of Stygian darknels^/J?e#5 her thickeH gloom.'* 
And Drayton, in the Efiron^ Wars^ of an exhalation : ^\SpeUetJk 
his lightening forth," B. ii. ft. 35. T. Warton. 

It is remarkable,. however, that both Spenfer's own edition9 
read " fire-jjwV/iw^," not fpettmg. Todd. 
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JV. 

I 

His yron cote, all overgrowne with rufi. 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
AVhofe gliftring glofle, darkned with filthy duft. 
Well yet appeared to hq.vo beene of old 
A worke of rich entayle and curious mould, 
Woven with antickes and wyld ymagery : 
And in his lap a mafle of coyne he told, 
And turned upfide downe, to feede his ^ye 

And covetous defire with his huge t^hreafury, 

' • v. ' .': ' • " 

And round about him lay on every fide 

preat heapes of gold that never could be 
fpent; 

* 

IV. 3. Whofe gUJiring glqffiy darkned with filthy dujiy 

Well yet appeared &c.] Here, I think, darkned. Is 
put for was darkned ; and therdfdre I would place a full (ioj) 
after duft, Jortin. 

Mr. Warton fubferibes to Dr. Jortin's remark. See his 
Obferv, on the Faer. Qw. vol. ii. p. 11. I refpedfiilly diffeftt 
from theiDr Tljere is no elleipfis in this paflage, and no period 
i*e(juired after dttft. If the Jearned cri ticks iiad followed the 
poet's^ firft edition, no difficulty would havt occurred. B\it 
they were mifled by fubfequent editions. Sfee the next note. 
The fenfjp here is, ' Whofe gliftering glofle, darkned (i. e. being 
darkned) with filthy <Juft, well appeared notwithftatiding to have 
beene &c, Todd, ' 

IV. 4. Well yet appeared"] So the firft edition reads ; 
which Hughes's fecond edition, the editions of 1751, of 
Church, and Upton, rightly follow. Spenfer's fecond edition 
reads, lefs perfpicuoufly, " Well it appeared ;" and has been 
followed by all the folios, by Hugh0s's fitft edition, and by 
Jonfon's edition of 1758. Todd. 

IV. 5. (2/* ricA entayle,] Catcing, fculpture* So 

Chaucer, ilom. H. 1^2. 

" An image of another entaile." 
Jtal. intagliarcf intaglio. Upton. 
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Of which fome were rude owre, not purifide 
Of Mulcibers devouring element; 
Some others were new driven, and diftent 
Into great ingowes and to wedges iquare } 

Some in round plates withouten moriiment : 

••■•■* • • . , 

But moft were ftampt, and in their metal bare 
The aiitique fliapes of kings and Kefars ftraung 
and rare. 

Sooije as he Guyon faw, in great affright 
And hafte he rofe for to remove aiidq 
Thofe pretious hils from ftraungers enyiouij 

fight, 
And downe them poured through an hole 

full wide 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide : 
But Guyon, lightly to him leaping, ftayd 
His hand that trembled as one terrifyde ; 
-And though himfelfe were at the light dif^ 
mayd, 
Yet him perforce reftraynd, and to him doubt- 
full fayd ; 

» . < 

V, 7. Some in round plates withouten moniiiient ;] Spelt. as 
the Ital. mommento ; meaning here, image, fwperjcription^ ornU' 
ment ; yvufurfjuc, gnorifma, monumeututn. Upton. 

VI. 3. TAofe pretious hils] In the preceding ilanza, he 
fays " great heapes of gold •," and I had rather read here, 
** pretious heapes ;*' for immediately follows, 

^* And downe them poured through an hole full wide \' 
for th^ metaphor, pouring of hiUs, is very harili ; but not fo, 
pouring of heaps of "wealth, Upton* 
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VII. 

" What art thou, Man, (if man at all thou art,) 
That here in defert haft thine habitaunce^ 
And thefe rich hils of welth doeft hide 

apart 
From the worldes eye, and from her right 

ufaunce ?" 
Thereat, with ftaring eyes fixed afkaunce. 
In great difdaine he anfwerd ; " Hardy Elfe, 
That darefl view my direful countenaunce ! 
I read thee ra(h and heedleiTeof thyfelfe. 
To trouble my flill ieate and hea|>es of pretious 

pelfe. 

VIII. 

^* God of the world and worldlings I me call. 
Great Mammon, greateft god bfelow the ikye, 



VII. 3. And thefe rick hils} This is the reading of Spen- 
fer's firfi edition, to which Hughes's fecond edition and Mr. 
Church's adhere, in conformity to ^' pretious kU^' in the pre- 
ceding ilanza. All other editions read ^^ rich heaped/' Mr. 
Upton, however, acknowledges that hils is not improper here. 
Thud Barnefield, in his Lady Pecuniae l605, ft. 14, has ^^ momMis 
of money." Todd. 

VII. 4. from her right ufavnce ?] U 

her to be referred to wealth or world? Not to worlds for then 
it fhould be '^ his right ufaunce." But heaps or hills of wealth 
require " their right ufaunce." Upton. 

VIII. 1. God of the world and worldlings I me caU^ 

Great Mammon,'\ Maifnmon is mentioned in Matt. 
vi. 24, and Luke xvi. 13. Riches unjuftly gained are the 
wages of the Devil, or of that inviiible being, ^' the god of 
the world and worldlings ;" but I would rather read, *' god of 
this world and worldlings." So, in John xii. 31. *' Prince of 
ikis world/* ^ And in I Cor, ii. 6. " Prince of this age.'' In 
Milton's Far. Reg. B. iv. 203. Satan thus fays of bimfei^ 
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That of my- plenty pcfure out unto all^ 

And unto none my graces do envye : 

Riches, renowme, and principality, 

Honour, eftate, and all this worldes good, 

For which men fwinck and fweat inceflantly, 

Fro me do flow into an ample flood, 

And in the hollow earth have their eternall 

brood, 

IX, 

^* Wherefore if me thou deigne to ferve and few, 
At thy commaund lo I all thefe mauntaines 

bee ; 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew, 
AH thefe may not fuffife, there (hall to thee 
Ten times fo much be nombred francke and 

free/' 
^* MaiQmon,'' faid he, " thy godheads vaunt 

is vaine, 
And idle pfFers of thy golden fee ; 

f^ God of ihk world iQvok'd, &c/' Mammon is fiippofed to 
aflifl x^en in thair unrighteous acquifition of riches, hence 
Mammon in the Syriaqk, and Plutns in the Greek languages, 
which ^gnify rickety fignify likewife the god of riches. He is 
finely defcribed in Par. Lofty B. i. 680, &c. Upton. 

VIII. 7. Fot whkh men fwinck] Labour. See alfo ft. 36, 
and the note on Skep. Cal, April, ver. pp. Todd. 

IX. \. ' ' ' ««^ few,] Follow. Fr* 
/uivre. Upton. 

. JX. 2. At thy (otnmaund lo ! &c.] The temptation of Sir 
Guyon will remind the reader of that fine palTage in Milton's 
Faradife Regained^ where Satan vainly aflails our Lord with ' 
the fpecious offer of wealth, B. ii. 422-— 431. Spenfer indeed 
j^idently sjldid^ to th^ Temptation in thq VVUdernefs. Todd* 
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To them that covet fuch eye-glutting gaine 
Proffer thy giftes, and fitter fervaunts entertaine. 

" Me ill befits, that in derdoing armes 

And honours fuit my vowed daies do fpend. 
Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleafing 

charmes. 
With which weake men thou witcheft, to 

attend; 
Regard of worldly mucke doth fowly blend 
And low abafe the high heroicke fpright, 
That ioyes for cro wires and kingdomes to 

contend: 
Faire ftiields, gay fteedes> briglit armes, be 

my delight ; 
Thofe be the riches fit for an adventurous 

Knight/' 

XI. / 

" Vaine glorious Elfe,'' faide he, " doeft not 
thou weet, 

X. 1. Me ill befits,] It ill becomes me. Upton and Church 
follow the poet's own reading, bejits. The other editions read 
befits. See the note on be/its, F. Q. i. i. 30. Todd, 

X. 5. — blend] Blanijh^ So he 

ufes blent, F. Q. i. vi. 42. 

*' Yet ill thou blameft me for having blent 
" My name." Church, 
' X. 8. Faire Jkields, gayjleedesy bright armes, be my delight; 

Thofe be the riches fit for an adventurous Knight] Thus 
Orlando refufes riches, Berni, OrL Innam. L. i, C. 25, ft, ly. 

" e non mi grava 

** D'eflermi pofto a rifchio di morire, 

" Che di pericol folo, e di fatica 

"11 cavalier li pafce e fi nutrica/' Uptok, 
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That money can thy wantes at will fupply ? 
SheiMs, fteeds, and armes, and all things for 

thee meet, 
It can purvay in twinckling of an eye J 
And crownes and kingdoities to thee multiply. 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crown® 
Sometimes to him that low in duft doth ly, 
And him that raignd into his rowme thruft 

downe ; 

And, whom I luft, do heape with glory and 

renowne ?'' 

xil. 

^' All otherwife,^' laide he, " I riches read. 
And deeme them roote of all difquietneile ; 
Firft got with guile, and then preferv'd with 

drfead, 
And after fpent.with pride and laviihnefle. 
Leaving behind them grifcfe and heavinefle : 
Infinite mifchiefes of th«m doe arize ; 
Strife and debate, bloodftied and bitternefle. 
Outrageous wrong aiid hellidi covetize ; 

That noble heart, as great diftionour, doth 
defpize. 

XII. 3. Firji got with guile, and then prefervd with dreads] 
Compare Jtr\'eiial, Sat, xiv. 303. 

" Tantis parta malis, cuH msyore metuque 
" Servantur." Upton. 

XII. 9* as great di/honoitr^] I read, with 

Spenfer's firft edition, " irt great diftionour," which is the fame 
ym in great difdain. Church. 

The fecond and fubiequent editipus read " That ooWe hiart, 



XJII. 

^' Ne thine be kingdomes^ ne the fceptets 
thine j 
But realmes abd rulers thoti doeft both con-* 

foundi 
And loyall truth to tfeafoh doeft incline t 
Witnefle the guiltlefle blood pourd oft on 

ground^ 
The crowned often flaine ; the flayer cround i 
The facred diademe in peeces rent ; 
And purple robe gored with many a wound j 
Caftles furprizd; great cities fackt and brent i 
So iimk'ft thou kingis^ and gayneft wrongftil! 
government ! 

XlV* 

*^ Long were to tell the troublotui ftt^rmes that 
toffe ' ' ' 

The private ftate^ and msike the life unfwdet i 
Who fwelling Cayles in Caipian fea doth 

And in frayle wood on Adrian gulf doth 

fleets 
Doth not) I weene> fo many evils nMet/* 



ii> great difhonour dotl^ defpize,^^ that is. The which a noblt 
heart doth defpife as f. great difhoiiour. That is perpetuaHy 
ufed for the which ; and the *particlea a, the^ are ^as frequently 
emitted. Upton. 

}ilV. 4. Adrian Gulf] The Adriatick 

fea, pT Gulf of Venice. That and the Cafpian Ifea are JK)tb 
Qot#d for dangt^ous ieas. CavACijU 
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Then Mammon wexing wroth ; *^ And why 

then/' layd) 
*^ Are mortall men fo fond and tmdi&reet 
So eyiU thing to feeke unto their ayd } 
And^ having not^ complaine ; and| having it^ 

upbrayd?" 

XV. 

** Indeed/' quoth he> " through fowle intern- 
peraunce^ 
Frayle men are oft captiv^d to covetife : 
But would they thinke with how fmall al-* 

lowa6nce 
Untroubled nature dotli berfelfe fuffife. 
Such fuperfluities they would defpife. 
Which with fad carets empeach our native 

ioyes. 
At the well-head the purest ftreaUfies arife ; 
But mucky filth his braunching armes an- 
noy es, 
And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave ac-» 
cloyes. 

« 

XIV. 6. ■ ' ''- ■ And why ihen, fayd,] And 
why then, fayd Ae. An uncommon elleipfts. Todd. 

XV. 1. quoth he^} Sir Gw/on. Church. 

XV. 3. But would they tlnnke with how fmall allowadnce . 

Untroubled future doth herfelfefitfifey &'c.] Lucan, 
L. iv. 377^ 

, ** Di£cite qukfti parvo liceaf producere vitam, 
** £t quantum natura pelat'' JoRTiir. 

XV. 6. empeach] Hinder. Uptok. 

XV. 9- ' ' '■ - ' ■ accloyes.] S^hokeSf 

Of cbg4 up. See the note pn acdoyeth^ Shep. Gal. Je^, Topd. 
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XVI. 

" The dntique worid, in his firft flo wring youth, 
Fownd no defeQ: in his Creators grace ; 
But with glad thankes^ and unreprOved truth. 
The guifts of foveraine bounty did embrace i 
Like angels life was then mens happy cace : 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed fteed, 
Abufd her plenty and fet-fwolne encreace 
To all licentious luft, and gan exceed 

The meafure of her mean6 and naturall firft 
need. 

XVII. 

" Then gan a curfed hand the quiet wombd 

- XVI. 3. - — • --^ — ^-=— unreproved truih,] SoT 

Milton, Par, Loft, B. iv. 492. 

So fpake our general Mother, and with eyes 
Of conj ugal affedion unreprov'd-^" Th T e R . 
Milton, I think, ufes unreprov'd for biatntlefs, innocent, fuch 
as could not be reproved. But Sperifer by unreproved truth 
meaxisjinceriti/* The fenfe is, The antique world vfaisjincereltf 
thankful for the grace or favour of its Creator. Church. 
XVI. 6. But later agespride^ like cornfed jteed, 

Abufd her plenty andfatfwolne aicreqfe &c.] Oi^r 
^oet, like his royal miftrefs, was a great reader of Boetius, and 
feemt here to have him in view, ConfoL Fhkl, L. ii. v* ' 
" Felix nimium prior aBtas-— 
" Heu ! primus quis fuit ille^ 
** Ann qui pond'era tedli, 
" Gemmafque latere volientes 
" Pretiofa pericula fodit )" 
I'he comparifon is, happy, of the corn-fed Jeed to tlitf pride of 
later ages; and foriptural : " They were asfedhorfeSy* Jer. v. 
8. They kicked j and grev^fat^ and xaanton, »( r»rof Tsrvo^ uKorif 
^flK Mr* ^«tTfi), //. ^. 506. Upton. 

JCVII. 1. Then gan &c.] Milton, fpeaking of Mammooi 
ftiys, in Par, X. B, 1. 684». 
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Of his great grandmother with fteele to 

wbund^ 
And the hid ti'eafui'es in her facred tombe 
' With fadHledge to dig t Therein he fownd 
Fountaines of g6ld and filvef to abownd^ 
Of which the matter of his huge defire 
And pompous pride eftfoones he did com- 

pownd ; 
Then Avarice gan through his veines infpird^ 
His greedy flames^ And kindled lif&Klevourin^ 

fire/' 



•^' *' " ■ f • ' — " by hiih firft 

*' Men! alfo, and by his fugjgedion t&ught» 
^' Ranfack'd the center, and with impious hands 
« *^ Rifled the &ozt^/.f of their mother earth 
" For treafures better bid/' 
Spetifer, I think, gave "the quiet tombe** and " her (acred 
•mofnAeJ* The fenl^, this way^ appears to me much finer ; and 
fuch tranfpofitions, by the printer's miilake^ are frequent in 
the fiffl editiofi. So Fktcher) who never lofes fight x>f our 
poet, Pnrp, tfl. C» viii. ft. «7. 

" Oh hungrie me tall, fallb deceitfuU ray, 
' *< Well laid'ft thou dark, preft ih tK edrtk's hifldin Wombe ; 
** Yet, through our mother's entraiis cutting way, 
** We dragge thy buried corfe from helli/h tombe.'^ Church. 
The propofed emendation is perhaps tiot necefikry. The 
poet, I conceive, could not intend the exprefiion, " to wound 
the quiet tombe ;" for that feems hardly reconcileable to fenfe. 
The words, both of Spenfer and Miltoki, are an jjlufiony 
as every claifical reader muft have noticed, to Ovid, Met, 
i. 138. 

— — ^ »-■ ' ■ — — " Itum tH in vifcera terra ; 

" Quafque recontfeWera^, Stygiifque admovefat umbris, 
" Efodiuntur opes." 
Fletcher's phrafe, " to dragge the buried metidl from ieUt^ 
tonUfe/' IS juH; but is not analogous .to the idea of a ** haud 
wounding a tomb/^ Topd. 

yoL. Ill, F £ 
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XVHL 

** Sonne/' faid he then, " lett be tby bitter 
fcorne, 
' And leave the rudeneffe of thatdnlique age 
To thern^ that liv'd therin in ftate forlorne. 
Thou> that doeft live m later times^ muft wage 
Thy wolrkes for wealth, and life for gold 

engage. 
If then thee lift my ofFred grace to ufe, 
Take what thou pleafe of all this furplufage,; 
If thee lift not, leave have thou to refufe : 
But thing refufed doe not afiterward accufe.** 

XIX. 

" Me lift not,^' faid the Elfin Knight, " r6ceave 
Thing ojBfred, till I know it well be gott ; 
Ne wote I but thou didft thefe goods bereave 
From rightfiill owner by unrighteous lott. 
Or that blood^guiltineffe or guile them blott.*^ 
** Perdy," quoth he, "yet neve^r eiedid vew, 

. Ne tong did tell, ne hand thefe handled not ; 

. ,* XVUI, 1, — — ^ kit be] ticaoeoff^ zmBj with. 

CHtJRCtf. 

XVIII, 4- ■■' . I7l««^wage 

7% workes &c.] To wage war, bellum gtrerCf 
is propcitly €xpr«nk^. To xoage worksy that is, to carry an thy 
wortcs,. or to workj is^^ abufe, as the grammarians tay, of the 
phrafe. Bui the lawyers, fay ta i^ge lavr, U^WTQW* 

Mjn^wagCy i. e. muftp/e^e. Church. 

XtX. 7. : — — ne lucnd thefk^handUi not,] T^p ne- 

flifeives ufually make an affirmative, as in Milton, far* Z^ B* 

_- — ■ , " nor could bis eye not ken 

" The empire of Negus :" 
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But fafe I have them kept in fecret mew 
From hevens fight and powre of al which theitf 
pourfew/' 

** What fecreit place/' qjioth he, " can fafely 

hold 
So huge a made, and hide froiti heavens eie ? 
' Or *rhere haft thou thy wonne, that fd much 

gold 
^hou canft prefexve frpm wrong and robbery ?'* 
^^ Come thou/' quoth hei ** and fee/' So by 

and by 
Through that thick covert he him led^, an4 

fownd 
A darkfome wjiy, which no man could defcry. 
That deep defcended through the hoDow 

growrid, 
Ajftd was witb dread and horror compared 

arownd. 



Utttis, He*f;gEMrtlie empire &c; Bttt the old Englifti poett 
fipectue&tly. dfe ^i^ and fometimes three negatives, with^t in-» 
tending mt f^nmtwe. So Chancer, p. 1 10. edit. Urr. 

** Ne comfbrt in this time nehad he nmey CHyBCtiF^ 
XX, 3* -^ — ^ thy wonne,] UaXntettkm. The word if* 
olten^ thus ufed as a fiifcftantive in Spenfer. Uptoit; 
. XX. 7. A darkefime way, &e.] Manunon leads Sur OnjW^" 
into the fabterranean caverns of the earth, and difcovei^ to^ 
him his treasures. " Ibant obfcnii &Ct" Virg, i£lii. Iv. ^^k 
Compmre Ovid,- Met, iv. 452. 

^* Eft via declivis, fnneM nubila taxo ; 
- ^ Ducit ad inlernas per muta fiientit fe^t.^ 
See alfo.Jfe^. xiv. 182% Upton. 



if 2 
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XXL 

At length they Came into a Wger fpace^ 
That ftretcht itfelfe into an ample playtie ; 
Through which a beaten broad high way 

did trace, 
That {ireight did kad to Plutoes griefly 

rayne : 
By that wayes fide there fate infernall Payne, 



, XXt. 1. At length they cttme.&cc] Spenfer often repeat- 
edly introduces his allegorical figtires, which he fometimes 
delcribes with very little variation from his firft reprfsfentation ; 
particularly, De/yflwi, Fear; Envy, and Dahger. In this poem 
we likewife meet with two hells $ here^ and in B. u v. 31. 

T. WAaTOK* 
* XXl; 3. Through which a beaten broad high way did trace,] 
Compare Milton's defcription of the infernal environs, after 
Satan has pafled through them, .Par, Lo/t, B. ii. 1024. 
— " Sin and Di^ath amain 



uu 



" Following his track, fuch was the will of Heaven, 

" Pav^d after feim a broad and beaten way 

** Over the daiic abyfs— " To too. 

.XXI. 4>, ^— — r -rayne:] Reign in our oM 

jfoctry is ufed for teahn or region: And thus Milton, Far. L. 
B. i. 543. " The reign of Chaos &c." Upton* 

XXI. 5. By that wayes Jide &c.] Refpe^ing the allego- 
rical perfonages which follow, much intereiling information is 
V> be found in the Diflertations ffrefi^ced to this poem. Todd. 
. Ibid. By that wayes Jide there fate inf^nall Fayne^l So th^ 
fecond edition and the folios read. The firft edition reads ^- 
iernaU, They are all infernall all diabolical imps of Erebus 
<^d N4^t; as the reader may fee in Cicero De Nat. DeQr, iii. 
17, and may confult.at his leifnre the notes of Dr. Davis. If 
ififemal is Spenfer's own corredion ; then thefe horrid . imps, 
tjbat befet the entrance into hell, ^re all charaderifed from die 
iirft, which is Payfie,nu infernal ; for the epithet is applicaUe 
to them all: but if internal is Spenfer's reading,, then Pojfne is 
particularly- chara^lerifed ; fuch payne as afflids men internally : 
lb particulaTlyi]^e chara6ierifes^2/mw/^tff>fM Strife, cruel Revenge, 
&c. If Spenfer therefore wrote internal^ we muQ. explc^ it, 
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And feft befide him fat tumultaous Strife ; 
The one in hand an yron whip did ftrayne, * 
The other brandiftied a bloody knife ; • > . 
And both did gnafti their iteeth, and both did 
direaten Liyfe^ 

. XXII, ; 

On th' other fide in one cdnf6rt there fate 
Craell Revenge, and rancorous Defpight, 
Difloyall Treafon, and hart-burning Hate ; 
But gnawing Gealoiy, out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight ; ^ 
And trembling Feare ftill-to and fro did ^y% . 
And found no place wher fafe he fhrpud 

him might; ^ 

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye ; 

And Shame his ugly face did hide from living 

eye. 

- xxm. 

And over them fad Horror with grim hjBw 

pain that afflt^ls men internally; if wfemaly which I raUief ' 
think, then this general epithet, though joined to Payne^ aflt 
ftanding firii, is applicable to them all. Upton. . ^ 

Mr; Cbutch appears to have been of the fame opinion, and 
accordingly reads infcmalL So does the edition of 1758. . Inr 
Hughes's fecond edition it is iuierHol ; and the edition of 1751^ 
afieding probably to emend the paiTage, reads eternal, Todd. 

XXI. 8. ■ ■ brandijked a bloody knife,} This is copied 
from Chaucer, Kn%ght*s Tale^ 2005. *< Contek vjrith bhod^, 
knife^^ i. e. Contention^ Strife^ *^ geminomque tenens Di^cor^ 
dia fferrum," Statins, L. vii: Upton. 

XXIII. 1. And over them fad Horror &c.] That is, over- 
ihofe infernal imps mentioned in the two preceding ftanzas^ 
4nd iifter kim^ that is, after Horror : 

Ff3 



- \ - 
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• Did ^Iwaies foi^^ beatbg his yf on wmgs; 
And after him owles ajitd nightt^ifa^eps flew. 
The hatefbll mefleiigers of heaV j tiiing»^ 
Of death ai^d d<^c^ telling 89td tidiQgB; 
Whiles fad Celeno, fitting on a 0lifte» 
A fong of bale andibitter forrow fings, 
That liart <)f flint afond^r ooidd have f ifte j 
Which having elided afifer iHm ftie %eth fvifte^ 

XXIV, 

All thefe before the gates of Plutg lay j 
^y \yhom they pa0ing fpake unto them 




%jLt th' Elfin Knight with wonder all the way 
Pid feed his eyesy and fild his. inner thought. 
At laft him to a htle dore he brought^ 
That to the gate of hellj^ which gaped wide, 
"Was next adioyningi ne them parted ought : 



'* Whiles fad Celeno, fitting on c^ clifte, 
*• A fopg of baie and bjlter forrow fings/' 
iThibUb verfes aTe fin^y turned ; ^lmd the repetition of the leU 
ters. ha$ ^ viable force. ^* In prasrupti eonfedit mpe Celsuoi 
infelix vates," Virg. J?;*, lij. 245. Upton. 

XXIV. 7. •=-:: ne them parted ought i] This is the 

veading of Spenfer's fecond edition, and was probacy thus 
altered by him, as Mr. Upton alio obferves, that the iame word 
might not needlefsl^ rhyme to itfelf. It was belbre ** ne them 

Carted naught/* which the editions of 17^1 and of Church fol- 
w; and Mr. Church ailigns the reaibn of his ehoice, byre-i 
ferriug to his note on il. 1$, '^lt« hand thefe handled' not/* 
But here ** ne them part^ ottgAt/' that is, '< and parted them 
n&i at aUy" is more perfpicuous ; und is acocordingly adopted 
in all tJie other editions. To Dii« 



Betwkti tbeoA both wa$ but a Utle ftn^e^ 
That did t^ Hf»¥^ of Eicb^e froin hell-mputh 
divide. 

Before the dore fat felfe-confuming Care, 
Day amd night keeping ^ary ^atoh . ^ 

ward, 
For feare least Force or Fraud ihould una^ 

'Ware 
Breake in, and fpoile the treafure there ia 

gard : 
Ne would he fuffer Sleepe once thether-ward, 
Approch, albe his drowiy den were next ; 
For next to Death is Sleepe to be ccmipard; 
Therefore his houfe is unto his annext; 
Here Sleep, there Richefle, and hel-gate them 
both betwext, 

XXVI. 

So foon as Mammon there arrivd, the dore 
To him did open and afFoorded way : 
Him followed eke Sir Guyon evermore, 

- Ne darknefle him ne daunger might difmay. 

XXV. 5. • which gaped widcy] Hell-gate it 

^ways wide open. SeeVirg. JEti^yi, 1^7> and Milton's l^ar, 
Lofij B. ii. 884. Upton. 

XXV. 7. For next to Death is Sleepe to be compard ;] Deadi 
and Sleep were prothers; both fons of Night aA^ Br^li^us: 
Hence Homer, J/, f. 231. 

*>ieQjce too Virg. jEii. vi. 278. 

'' Turn confisingiiineus Lethi SQtK>T;' XffJQTf* 

Pf4 
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S00Q6 as he entred was ^ the dore ftreightiray 

X)id ihutt, and from behind it forth diere lept 
An ugly Feend, more fowle then difmall day ; 

The which with monftrous ftalke behind him 

ftepf; r 

And ever as \ie weiit dew watch upon hiqa kept. 

XXVIL 

WiB]l hoped bee, ere long tljat hardy Gueft, 
If ever covetous hand, or luitfuU eye, 

,_^ Or Kpsf he layd pn thing th8^t Hkt him bejS;, 
Or ever fleepe his eie-ftrings did untye, 
Should be his pjray ; And therefore fiijl on 

; JJe over him did hpld his cruell clawes, ; 

Threataing witji greedy gripe to dqe him dye, 

;,A«d rend .in pieces with his i^vepous pawes)^ 

If ever he tranfgreft the fataU Stygiaft lawes. 

xxviu. 

That Houfts forme within was rude and ili*ong^ 

tyke arj huge cave hewne out pf rocky clifte, 

from whofe rough vaut the ragge4 breaches 

hong , 

Emboft with mafly gold of glorious guifte, 

And with rich me tall loaded every rifte. 

That heavy mine they did feeme to threatt ; 



XX VI. 7. 4n ugly Feend more fowle then difmall day,] A 
fietid more foul than a difmal day. Methipks the image is^ 
more ilriking, than if the fiend had been compared to night. 
Ntnrri loixi^, IL a. A7 y Od. V. 605. " Black it ftood as night." 
Milton, Far.LoJty B. ii.*670. Uptqk. 



CAWTO VII. THE FAEtlE tJUElrWE. *W 

And over them Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, and fpred her fubtile nett, 
Enwr^apped in fowle fmoke and clouds more 

black than iett, ■ ' ■ ' 

... , ■ . . . , . . . 

XXIX. ' 

Both roofe, and floore, and walls, ^ere all of 

- • ' 'J 

But overgrowne withduft and old decay, 

And hid in darknes, that none could behold 

The hew thereof: for vew of cherefiill ddy 

Did never in that Houfe itfelfe difplay, 

But a feint ihadow of uncertein light ; 
Such as a lamp, whofe life does fade away ; 

Or as the moone, cloathed with clowdy night. 

Does (hew to him that walkes in feare and fad 

affright. 

XXIX. 6. afaintjhadow of tmceriein light* '* 

Such us a lampi whofe life dqesfade away ; 
Or as the movne^ cloathed wUh cl&wdy Mght, 
Doesjheto to him that walkes in feare &c.] Vxrg, 
JEn. vi. 268. 

** Ibant obicuri fola fub node per umbram, 
" Quale per incertam lunam fub luce maligna 
** £11 iter in iilvis ; ubi coelum condidit umbra 
^' Jupiter, et rebus nox abftulit atra colorem/' 

JORTIir. ^ 

Compare F. Q. i. i. 4. And Taifo, C. xiii. 2. 
' ** £ luce incerta, e fcolorita, e meiia, 
'' Quale in nubilo ciel dubbia fi vede, 
'* Se '1 di a la notte, 6 s' ella h lui fuccede." 

See alfo Taflb, C. xiv. 37* And add Apoll. Rhodius/ Argon. 

iv. r479. 

Which verfes Virgil has imitated; JEn. iv. 453 UPToy. 
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XXX, 

In ail that rownie was nothing to be ie^ne 
But huge great yron ^hefts,: and QoSen 

strong. 
All bard with double bends, that none could 

. weenc , 

Them to enforce by violence or wrong ; 
On every fide they placed were along*, 
Bu^ all the grownd with fculs was fcattered 
And dead mens bones, which round about 

were flong; 
Whofe lives, it feemed, whilome there were 
Ihed, 
And their vile carcafes now^ left unburied. 



XXX. 1, In all that rcmme was nothing to befiene 

But huge great yron chefis and ct^ersjtrong^ 
Ml bard with double bends ^1 It is not improbable 
that Hogarth might have noticed, and been pleafe$i witli, this 
defcription. The pidure of the Raks^s Paosress^ which 
prefents us with a view of the hero, after the death of his ava- 
.liclous father, m a room where the fumiture confiils princi** 
pally of fimilar che^s and coffers^ certainly leads lis to admire 
the minute difcrimination of the moral painter^ as well as of 
the moral poet. Todd. 

XXX. 5. But uU the ground with fculs wasfcatteredy 

And dead mens boneSy'\ This paflage. has been 
already mentioned by Mr. Warton as refembling a defcription 
in the Seven Champums. See the note on F. Q, !• iv. 36« 
But there is probably an allufion alfo to the meadow of the 
Syrens, Odti/Jl /*'. 45. ^ 

'A»)|pM9 wv^cfuwf, u. r. X, 
Chapman, the tranflator of Homer, appears to have chofen the 
fame expreffion as Spenfer : 

" And round about it runnes a hedge or wall 

^ Of dead mens bones." Todd.. . . 



JCXXL 

They forward pafle j ne Gujop yet fpoke word, 
TiU that they came imtq fip yron dore, 
Which to them opened of his owxi^ accord. 
And .(bewd of richelTe fuch exceedinjg ilorei 
As i?ie of man did never fee before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd, 
Though all the we^-lthj^ >yhich is pr was of 

yore, 
CpMld gatherd be through aU the wprld 
arowrjd, 

Aud th^t 9^bove were added to that under 




XXXIL 

The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
. Commaunded wfts, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and night, 
From Mother covetous Fe^ds it to defeodf 
Who it to rob and ranfacke did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that Warmur, 

(aid ; 
** lioe, here the worldes Wis ! loe, here the 
^ end, 

. XXXI. 3. Which. t9 them opened of hi$ awfie accordj} So, 
in Milton, Par. L. B. v, 254. " The gate lyf-ppened wide/* 
See alfo B.yiii.205. Mr. Upton £Q0i&deF8 both poets /as al- 
luding to Homer, IL i. 749, v^here the gates of heaven open 
fpontaneous. I am perAiaded, however, by the e^cpreiSons in 
this paffage, that $peofer was thinking of Holy Wiit, A&9 xii. 
10. " When they were p^d the firft and .the fecpnd ward, they 
<;aine unto ^ t>a»^a/e that leadeth unto ^ city; wkiok 
iff^f^i t,9 thm of U§ Ofm ggoord:' To^ii. 
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To which al men do ayme, rich to be made ! 
Such grace now to be happy is hiefore thee laid.^ 

XXXIIJ, 

*• Certes/' fayd he, " I n'ill thine offred gmce, 
Ne to be made fo happy doe intend } 
-Another Wis before mine eyes I place. 
Another happines, another erd, 
To them, that hft, thefe bafe regardes I lend : 
But I in armes, and in atchievements b^uve, 
Do rather choofe my flitting houres to Ipend, 
And to be lord of thofe that riches have. 

Then them to have my felfe, and be their fer- 
vile fclave/' 



XXXIII. !♦; CerteSjfayd he, I nill thine qfftrtd grace ^ ^ 

Ne to he made fo happy doe intend l'^ Mam- 
mon faid jufl above, *' fuch-|$race now to be hap^ is before 
thee laid.'^ 'The Knight replies, I nillj I ne will, I will not, I 
refufe thine offered favour, nor to be madefo hajfpy do intend. 
There is an ambiguity in the word happy y w-hich if the rc^er 
underftands not, he will lofe the fniartnefs of the reply. Thus 
Jonfon, in the Alchefn^: 

'^ He may make us both happy in an houre/' 
See alfo Homer, //. V. 68. *ap^^U /xaxapo^ xar &pffa»y viri beatiy 
i. e. LOCUPLETisj per arWm. Schol. ffAn^fi^^ vhwio^y :and 
Hor. Sat, viii. Lib. 2. 

" Ut Nafidieni juvit te caBna6efl^if" , ^ 

And hence I explain the epithet given to Sedius, Hor. L. i. 
Od. 4. " O beate Sefti," meaning that he was rich; and in 
happy circumftances. Upton. 

XXXHI. 8. And to be lord of thofe that tides have, ■ ■ [ 
Then them to have myifelfandbe their fertile fclave, J 
Cyhis told Cr<Bfu8 that he had his treafures too ; *' for i make 
my friends rich," faid he, ** and reckon them' both as treafures- 
and guards." Xcnophon, Cyr, Infi, p. 584. edit. Hutchinfon ^ 
where the learned editor mentions a like faying of Alexailder, 
who, being aiked where his treafures were, anfweredj Ucref 
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XXXIV. 

Thereat the Feend his gnafliing tefeth did. gxate. 
And grieved, fo long to bcke his greedie p^ray ; 
For well he weenqd that fb glorious bay te 
, Would tempt his Gueii to take thereof aflSiy: 
. H^d hefo doen^ he had him fnatchtaway 
More light than culver in the faulcons fift : 
Eternall God thee fave from fuch decay ! 
, But, whenas Mammon faw his purpofe mift^ 
Him to entrap unwares another way he wifl. 

XXXV* 

Thence, forward he himleddand (hortly brought 
Unto another rowTne, whofe dore forthright 

- To hin) did open. as it had beene taught: 
Therein an hundred raunges weren pight, 
And hundred fourhaces all burning bright ; 
By every fournace many Feends did byde, 

pointing to his friends. And Ptolomy, the Ton of Lagus, faid,. 
That it more became a king to make others rich, than to be 
rich himfelf. See Plutarch's Apophthegms, Upton. 

XXXIV. 1. Thereat the Feend his gfiq/hing teeth did grate y 

And gnev'd fo long to lack Sec] See Mr» 
Warton's note on tliis palTage at the end of the canto ; its 
length occafioning it to be there inferted. Todd. 

XXXIV. 6. More light then culver in the faulcons ^Jl.} Vir- 
gil, JEn. xi. 721. 

' ** Qukm facile accipiter faxo facer ales ab alto . 
** Confequitiir pennis fublimem in nube columbam, 
" Comprenfamq; tenet, pedibufq; evifcerat uncis." 
The fame kind of (imile be has again, F« Q. ii. viii. 50. Com* 
pare Statins, T%eb, viii. 675, Ovid, Met, vi. 5l6, and Ariofto, 
C- ii. 50. 
«. -M Come ca(ca dal ciel falcon maniero, 

Che levar veggia Taftitra, o'l Colombo." Uptojt. 






J)e£otme6. creatures^ horrible in fight ; 
And every J^eend his bufi6 paines applyde 
Ta nlelt th6 golden met^llj ready to be tryde. 

XXXVI. 

One wit^ gftat b^Udwea; gatiieired^^IMag ayre. 
And with forib wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Anothei^ did the dying brcmds r^yre 
With yron tongs, and fpHnckled ofte the fame 
With liquid waves^ fiera Yulcans rage to tame, 
Who^mayftringthemj renewd his former heat ; 
Some fcumd the drofTe that from the metall 

cajne; 
Some ftird the molten owre with lisMJUea great : 

And every one did fwincke^ and ewry one did 
fweat* 

XXXVII. 

But, when an earthly wight they prefent law 

XXXVI. 1, One with great bellowes &o»] Virg. JEn» 
tiii. 449. 

■ ■ " Alii ventofis follibus auras 

*' Accipiunt redduntque ; alii flridentia tingunt 
** MrsL laca : gemit impofitis incudibus antrum/' 
See Homer, IL a. 468. JoetIn. 

XXXVI. 7. Same fcumd the drojfe &c.] The employment 
of tbefe fiends feems to have given the hint to Milton,- where 
he fpeaks of the fallen angels as bufily employed under the 
direction of Mammon, Far, Lojlf B. i. 702, &:c. Church* 

XXXVI. 8. Somefiird the molten owre with ladles great; 

And every one did fxoinckef &cc.1 When Thetis 
came, to Vulcan, fhe found him thus fwinking and fweating, 
7^9 y wf i^fuorray II, </. 372. Compare CallimachuSy ; Zn pian. 
ter. 49, &c. And Virgil, Mn. viii. 445, &c. UptON, 

XXXVII. 1. But, when BXi earthly/ ko.] So the firft editioa 
reads; which the editions of 1751, Church, and Upton» . fol- 
low^ The reft read either '^ when as/* or ♦• wkena%/^ To pp. 



Gliftring in: armes and battailoiis aMj» 
Ftom their whot ^rork tii^y did tb^mfelves 

\idthdiravr . 
To wonder at ihd fight ; far^ till that day^ 
They never creature faw that cam that way: 
Their ftaring eyes fpardkling with fervent fyre 
And ugly ihapes did nigh the Mandifmay, 
That, were it not for (hame^ he would retyre ; 
Till that him thus befpake their foveraine lord 

and fyre; 

XXXVIII. 

" Behold, thou Faeries fonne^ with mortall eye, 
That living eye before did never fee 1 
The thing, that thou didft crave fo earpeftly. 
To Weet. whence all the wealth late ifaeivd 

by mee 
Proceeded, lo I now is reveald to thee. 
Here is the fbuntaine of the worldes good ! 
Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Avife thee well, and chaunge thy wilfull 

mood ; 
JLea^ thoo perhaps hereafter wifh, and be with« 

flood." 

XXXIX. 

" SuflSfe it then, thou Money-god,'' quotfa hee^^ 

XXXVII. 5. ■ ■ » creature] He means eaftUjf 

creature. Ch vac H. 

XXXVII. 6. Their Jlaring eyeiJffartkUng wkkffrvtntfyre,'} 
PlatOy fpeaking of the infernal tormentors^ has;, thus c«iUed 
theni) «7^e» Ktii hirvf^ HiTp, Dt Refub. lib. x. Uftok. 
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'^ That all thine jdle offers I refufe^ 
All that I need I hare t /what needeth mee 
To covet more then I have caufe to ufe ? 
With fuch vaine fhewes thy worldlinges vyle 

abufe; 
But give me leave to follow inijci6 etoiprife/^ 
. Mammon was much difpleaid, yet no'te he 

chufe 
But beam the rigoui" of" his bold mefpiife j 
And thence him forward ledd^ him further to 

entifci 

He brdUght him^ througJb a darkfom narrow 

, ftrayt, 
. To a broad gate sll built o£ beaten gold ♦ 
The gate was open ; but therein did wayt 
A ilurdie Villein^ ftryding ftiffe and boldi 
. As if the Higheft God defy he would : 

XXXIX. 8* • ■ ' • - - ? -■ meiprife,] Contempt, or 

negleQJ Fn The fecond ^ditioti^ by an errour of the prefs, 
reads m^pife^ which fome editions have followed* Todd. 

XL. 1. -? a darkfome narrow ilrayt,] That is, 

Jtreetf "Strata viarunik'' The letters anfwer to the rhym^/ 

Upton. 

XL. 5. As if the Highejt God] The 283d page of Spen- 
fer's firfl edition contains the lad 6ve lines of this ilanza, and 
the three fubfequent flanzas ; and th6 table of Errata to that 
i^dition, direds the alteration of the to that in the aforefaid 
page. Either we mud alter therefore, as Mr. Upton obferves, 
the inUb thdy in the prefent paiTage ; or in ft. 42, " the Villein" 
into « that Villein ;" or in d. 43. " the fierce Carle" into 
** that fierce Carle/' Mr. Upton has made the alteration here 
into <* that Hi^hed God.'^ Mr. Church, and Tonfon's edition 
of I75%y retain the original reading, '* the Highell God ;" to 



In hisi fight blind aayi^n dub be 4ield, 
Bat he himfelfe WW aU of golden mould. 
Yet had both life and fences and well could 
wdW 
That imrfed. wetipQS^ when his Gmell foe» h& 
queld* 

}£LL 
Difdayne he called was, and did difdayiie 
Tq l^e fo caldy. and who fo did him call i 
Sterne was his looke^ and full of ftomaeke 

vay ne j 
His portaunce terriblej and ftattire tallj 
Far paffing th* hight of men terreftriall ; 

which t adhere, as conceiving the paiTage to b6 more empha- 
tieal in Hi ptefeM, than in its alt^ted ilate ; and as b^heving 
the alteration that to have been defigned. for '* the fierce 
Carle/' ft* 43> ToDd. , 

XL. 7» But ke hiffifelfe wds dll bf goUen mould,] This is 
the reading of Spenfer's fecond edition, which Mr. Upton fol* 
lows ; who alfo obfefves that the t-eafon of this line being cor* 
rupted in the firft edition is eafily feen, viz. the word i^rou in 
the preceding line having cdught the printer's eye. Thus^ 
" In his 4ght hand an ^roii club he held, 
" And he himfelfe was all oiyron mould—" 
The fecond edition may be certainly coniidered as the poet^s 
own corredion. We are to obferve alfo that he changed And 
inio But. The edition of 175 1> and Mr. Church, however^ 
follow the firft edition ; but every other edition adheres to the 
Second* Todd. 

XL|. 1« Difda^e he caUed wa«,] We haVe another mon-* 
ftrous giant of the fame name in F. Q. vii vii. 44. Difdain is 
a Fairy Knight introduced in Ariofto, C. xliL 53, 64| who fireff 
Rinaldo froin the monfter Jealoufy. Upton^ 

, XLL sr Sterue was . his iookcy] So the firft edition, and 
mht. AuM» it^ifmoq. The fecond edition, and the folio of 
I0O9, read '' Sterne was ^0 iooke." Upton. 

VOL. III. G g 
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Like an huge gy aiit of tlie ^PilAiks Baee ; 

That made him fcorae dl cre&iuxts great 
' . and finaU, ... 

And with his pride all others potvire deface : 
More fitt emongft black fiendeisr thed m^ to 
have his place. 

XLII. 

Soone as thofe glitterand armes he did efpye, ' 
That with their brightnelTe toad^ that dark* 

nes light, 
Bis harmefuU club he gan to hurtle hye. 
And threaten batteill to the Faery Knight ; 
Who likewife gan himfelfe to batteill dight. 
Till Mammon did his hafly hand withhold. 
And counfeld him abflaine from perilpiii^ 

fight ; 
For nothing might abaih the Villein bold, 

Ne mortall ileele emperce his mircreate4 mould. 

XLIII. 

So having him with reafon pacifyde, 

XLII. 2. — that d^knes] The edition of 

1751 has here altered that into /A^,' without any authority; 
miftaking, I fuppofe, the diredion of the table of £rrata, 
which fubftitutes that for thc^ not Me for thati in the page of 
which this ftanza forms a part. See the nbtes on ft. 40, ver. 5 ; 
and ft. 43, ver. 2. It is remarkable, that Tonfon's edition of 
1758 alters not one of the paifages already mentioned. Todd. 

XLII. 9. — _— — ku mifcreated mfnUd.l ^ Mr. Ad- 
difon was miftaken in thinking that mifereated was a word of 
Milton's coining. Spenfer ufes it in F. Q. i. ii. 3, and in other 
places. JORTiN. 
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An4 tiiat fiei% Carle oomnumnding €6f for* 

beare^ 
He brought him in. The vo^m was large 

and wyde. 
As it fome gyeM or Iblemne temple weare i 
Many gfeat golden pilloiird did upbeare 
The mafly roofe, and riches huge fuftaynq ; 
And every pillour decked was full deare 
With crownes, and diademes, atid titles vaine. 
Which mortall princes wore whiles they on 

earth did rayne. 

XLIV. 

A route of people there aflembled were, 
Of every fort and nation under fky6, 
Which with great uprore preaced to draw 

nere 
To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A (lately fiege of foveraine maiefiye ; 
And thereon fatt a Woman gorgeoiis gay. 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 

XLIII. 2. And that/er* Carle] So Mr. Church has cor- 
^reded the paflage from the Errata fabjoined to the iirfl edi- 
tion ; and, in my opinion, very properly. The preceding 
ftanza concludes with a particular account of the Vtliem holdt 
and therefore fAd^ feems here intended to mark more ftrongly 
Difdain fo charaderifed. All other editions read *^ the fierce 
Carle." Todd. 

XLIII. 4. gyeld] Hall, a guUd-hall. Anglo- 

Sax. Jildy Germ, gildt. Upton. 

XLIV. 5. fiege] Seat. See the note on Jiege, 

F. Q. ii. ii. 39- CnuagH. 

XLIV. & And t heron fatt a fVomtm gorgeous gan. 

And richly clad in robet of royaltye,} Tfas^-de^ 
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Tbet never earthly prince in fuch ai^y ^ \ 
His glory did enhaunce, and popipoub pryde 
dilpkfcy. 

XLV. 

Her face right wondrous faire did feeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great bright- 

nes threw 
Through the dim (hade, that all men might 

it fee ; 
Yet wa3 not that fame her owne native hew, 
But wrought by art and counterfettqd (hew, 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call ; 
Nathlefle lao^ft hevenly foire in deed and yeJt 
She by creation was, till Ihe did fidl ; 
Thenceforth (he fought for helps to ciloke her 

crime withalL 



fcfiption perhaps our poet had from Joh. Secundus, in bis poem 
cajled RegitKB Pecunug Rtgia : » . 

'' Regina in mediis magnae penetralibus auke, 
** Aurea tota, fedet folio fublimis in aureo— 
^^ Haec €(l ilia, cui famulatur maximus orbis — 
** Telluris magnae Plutique facerrima proles/' 
Compare (i. 48. This Woman's name we have in ft,' 49* Spen« 
fer loves for a while to keep his readers in doubt. Upton. 

It may not be foreign to the, fubje6t of this paflage to ob« 
ferve, that Secuqdus's verfes appear to have alfo influenced a 
profeifed difciple of Spenfer in his choice of a poetical theme ; 
viz. Lab T Pecukia, or T^ Praife of Money ^ by Richard 
Barnefield, 4to. l605. He calls the Lady, ft. 2. 

. *' Goddeffe of Gold, great Emprefle of the earth ! 
**• O thou that canfl doo all thinges vnder heauen !" 
Banielield h^ before wi^tten Sonnets, entitled Cynthia^ avow- 
edly in imitation of Spenfer. Todd. 

XLV. 9» .«— — — crime] Reproach^ See the 

juota.on crime^. F. Q. i« xi. 46. Ci(viicii. 
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Andjtiliat fiers Carle commaunding t^ for* 

. beare. ■ - : 

He brought him in. The xwim was large 

and wyde. 
As it feme gyeM or Iblemne temple wearQ V 
Many gi-eat golden pilloiirs did upbeare 
The mafly roofe, and riches huge fuftayne ; 
And every pilloui* decked was full deare 
With crownes, and diademes, and titles vain^. 
Which mortal! princes wore whiles they ou 

earth did ray ne. 

XLIV. 

A route of people there affembled were, 
Of every fort and nation under (fcy6, 
Which with/great uprore preaced to dtaw 

nere 
To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A (lately fiege of foveraine miaieftye ; 
And thereon fatt a Woman gorgeous gay. 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 

XLIII. 2. And that^fr^ CaTlt\ So Mr. Church has cori 
re^ed the palfage from the Errata fabjoined to the firil edi- 
tion % and, in my opinion, very properly. The preceding 
ftanza concludes with a particular account of tht VtUein holdt 
and therefore ^Atf^ feems here intended to mark more ftrongly 
Difdain fo charaderifed. All other editions read *^ the fierce 
Garle." Todd. 

XLIII. 4. gyeld] Hall, a guild-hall. Anglo- 
Sax. Sildy Germ, gildt, Upton. 

XLIV. 5. fiege] Seat. See the note on Jtege, 

F. Q. ii. ii. 39. Churqh. 

XLiy. &• And t heron fatt a fVomOK gorgeous gau. 

And richlt/ clad in robet^ ^ royaltye,} IMi^-de^ 



Thofe, that were up themfelvea, kept others 

low; 
•Thofe, that wew low themffelres, heliJ others 

hard, 

Ne fufFred them to ryfe or greateir grow; 

.But ^eiy one did ftrive his fellow 4owiis to 

throw. - 

XLVilt, i 

Which whenas Guyon faw, be ^an inquire. 

What meant that preace about that Ladies 

throne, 

And what (he was that did fo high afpyre ? 

Him Mammon arifwered; '^That'goodly one. 

Whom 0.H tdiat folke with fuch contention 

: Doe flock: about, my deare^ my ds^ughter is: 

Hotiouf and dignitie from her alone 

Derived are, and all this worldes blis. 

For which ye men doe ftrive; few getifc, but 

many mis : 

XLIX. 

*! And fayre !Philotim6 (he rightly hight, 
» The fair^ft wight that woni^th under (kie. 



Xt»VlI. 7. Thq/e, that ttere low then^felves^ held others hardy 
Ne fiffr^d them to r^h or greater grow ;] Ho- 
rmee) L. u Sat. l. ^ •, . . 

Huuc atque hiinc fuperare laborct ? 



i( 



<* Src feftinahti. femper locupletiar ofcftat." UrxoK. 
XLIX. 1. Jndfayre Fhilotimejk^r^ktbf high^] ^i^orifAU. 
I had ratlier the poet had givenr-it^ " And Philotime fay re/' 
But he too often, like the ancient En^ifh poets, breaks throu^ 
all rules of quantity in his proper names. Upton. 
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iEkifc that this datkfcKDti neather world Her light 
Doth dim with horror and deformity, 
Wjorthie of heven and hye felicitie, 
. From whence the gods have her for envy 
thruft:^ -' :i 

But, fith thou haft fbund favour in mine eye, 
Tliy fpoufe I will her make, if that thou luft; 
That fhe may thee advance for works and merits 
iuft/' 

: • - • ^ • -■■ • L. ■ • ^ r -, 

" Gram^cy, Mammon,'' faid the gentle Knight, 
*VFor fo great grace and ofired high eftate; 
But I3; that am fraile flefli and earthly lyight. 
Unworthy match for fuqh immortall mate 
Myfelfe well wote, and mine unequall fate : 
And were I npt, yet is my trouth yplight. 
And love avow4 to other Lady late. 
That to remove the fame I have no might : 

To qhaunge^ love caufelefle is reproch to warlike 
Knight/' 

Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fayiie, him forth thence ledd, 
Thi*oogh griefly Ihadowes by a beaten path. 
Into a Gardin gOodly garoifiied 

« 

L. 1. Gramercy,] Great thanks, Fr. Grand tnerci. So, 
in Thtjfiory of Arthur of lytell Brytayne^ tranilated by lor4e 
Barners, bl. 1. fol. Cap, Ixxxxiii. '^ I am fure yf I (hold haue 
died in tbe quarell^ I ihould haue fayd gramercy to byxn thai|t 
would haue brought me his heed." TopD. 

G g 4 
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AYith hearbs and fruits, whofe kiqda mote not 

be redd : 

$Iot fuch as earth out of her frtdtfiill woomb 

ThrowetJ forth to men, fweet and iwdl fayored. 

But direful! deadly blapk^ both leafe and 

bloom, 

yitt to adorne the dead a^d deck tjie drery 

toombe. 

LIL 

^bere mournful! cyprefle grew in greateft ftore ; 
And trees of bitter gall ; and beben fad j 
Dead fleeping poppy ; a|id blacH hellebpte ; 
Cold co!oquintida i QXid tetra mad ; 

t ; 

; LL 8. Bui dirtfull deailij hhck^ both? le(^f and bioomtl /Tis 
not unlikely that Spenfer imaged the direful deadly and black 
frmisf which tliis infernal garden beurs^ froiQ a like garden, 
which Dante defcribes, Infern. C. xiii. 

" Non frondi verdi, nia di color fofco, 
f f Non rami fchietti, ma nodofi e 'nvolti, 
" Non pomi v'eran, ma Itecchi con tofco.". 
This garden or grpve is mentioned in Virgil, Gei^g. iv. ^6[.' 
t' Tsenarias etiam fauces, alta oftia £>itn^ . 
*f £t caligantem nigrd fqrmidine lucum 
** In^reflus." . UptonI 
lill. 4. Cold coloquintida ;] Gerarde^ in fafis HerliaU, 
Ipeaking of the coloquintida^ or bitter gourde, fays, thaj '^ it 
is fowen and commeth to perfe6lion in hot regions, but fel- 
doni or neuer ip t^hefe northerly and ^old pouptries/' p4 ^69y 
edit. I5ffl. But Parkinibn, Gerarde's fucceffor, fays that a 
fpecies of it is celled " cpldcynthis Qermantca^ bccaitfe lefle 
dangerous, aad more eafie to grow in thofe colder countries." 

• Todd. 

Ibid. — — — : ; — — — — tetra mad;] Tetra, that is, 

tetrum folanum, deadly night-Jhade; or THther tetragonia^ a 
name for the euontfmus, which bears a fruit of poifbnous equality. 

UPTOy. 
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Mortall famnitis ; dim) cicuta l)ad. 
With which th' uniuil Atbeniens made to dy 
Wife Socrates, who, thereof quailing glad, 
Pourd dxkt hi» life and laft philofophy 
To the fey re Critiasi his deareft belatny 1 

ParHipfpn, lK)wever, relates, of the ^e/rao^ontay U)i^t> though 
Theophraftus, and others ff6m him, have faid ihsii its leave* 
are deadly, and pemiciovs, efpecially to iheep and goats, Cluiius 
has denied the aflertion, and even mentions that goats are foi^d 
of it. See Theatrum Botanicum, edit. 1 640, p. 242. Todd. 
LII. 5. Mortall famnitiSj] He^ means, I believe, the &^ 
vine-tree, arbor Sabina ; and calls it mortal^ becaufe it prd* 
cures abortion. The Satnnites and Sabines being neighbour 
nations, he ufes them promifcuoufly, according to the licence 
of poetry. This palTage gave me a deal of trouble; ^nd I 
confulted every bptaniil, I could think of, whether there was 
any fuch plant or tree, as the famnitis ; but could not get th6 
lead information or hint about it. Upon confidering Spenfer^S 
manner of confounding neighbour nations and countries, and 
his manner likewife of altering proper names, I am fixed my- 
felf, with refpecl to my rightly interpreting this place. 

Uptoit. 

LII. 6. With which] All the editions read Which with. 
The author of the Gloffary to the edition of 1751 fays, that 
Which mth is ufed according to the Latin idiom for xoith tohich, 
Mr. Upton made a fimilar remark in his Letter to Mr. Weft 
concerning a new edition of Spenfer ; but retraced the ob- 
•fervation in his note on this palfage, and confidered it rather 
as the printer's idiom ; in other words, as an errour of the 
prefs. Tonfon's edition of 1758, in order to /a/int/c the ex- 
preffion completely, has made the t\v6 words a compound, 
Which'with. " But,'" ta ufe the words of Mr. Church, " I 
know of no fuch ufe ; and we (hould read, as Jortin reads, 
With which/' ToDD. 

LII. 8. Pourd out his life and Iqfi philofophy 

To thefdyre Critias, &c.] He had no authority, I 
prefume, for what he fays of Socrates and Critias. Critias 
had been a difciple of Socrates, but he hated his mafter. Here 
is the (lory of which, I fuppofe, Spenfer had a confufed idea : 
*• Qu^m me deledat Theramenes ! qukm elato animo eft ! 
£ui enim flemus, cum legimus, tainen qoq miferabiliter vir 



4f$B THE fAEnam auEXN i. . Bo<m it. 

The ^jritrdin of Pros^rpiiia this higjbt : 
And in the midft thereof ^ iilw^r fea<^ 
With a tliick arber goodly overKligbtt 
In which fbe often ufd from o|)eii heat 
Herfelfe to (hroud, and pleafures tq entreat : 
Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 



clarus emoritur, qui ciim conjediu in carcerem triginta juifu 
t^aimorum, venenum ut fitijBbs obduxiflety reliquum fie e 
poculo ejecit, ut 14 refonaret: quo fonitu reddito, arriden?, 
JPropittOp inquiti hoc pukro Critict, qui in eum fuerat teterri- 
inus/' Cicero, Ti^c. Difp, u AO. Jortik. 
< The truth is, our poet^ by a flip, of his mempryy has applied 
ip Socrates vrhat TuUy relates of Theramenes. An eafy mifr 
take this; efpecially as Socrates is immediately made mention 
of by Tully, as having drunk of the fame cup that Theramenes 
(did. The poet means to fay, that the philofopher drank the 
ckuia bad with as much gaiety, as if he had been at a banquet ; 
ahd, agreeably to the cuhom obferved at fuch entertainments, 
presented, his fervice to the fayrt Critias, Tully's expreffion 
literally translated ; which expreffion was undefiiood to- be 
ironical both by TuUy and Spenfer. Church. 

Theramenes was a philofopher, and an admirer of Critias, 
who, afte^ards becoming one of the thirty tyrants that har- 
raifed, the Athenian ftate, was defervedly refilled by Thera- 
menes ; which Critias could not bear : fo he profecuted him, 
.and unjuflly had him put to death. When Theramenes drank 
the poifon, what was left at the bottom of the cup he flung out, 
(after the manner Of the fport they formerly ufed, called Cot- 
tabus,) calling upon, by name, his once dtateft and now deadlieft 
belamy! Upton. 

Lit. 9- belamy.] Fair friend^ 

TT,belami Church. 

LIII. 1. The Gardin of Proferpina this hight : 
^ And in the mtdfi (hereof a filver feat. 
With a thick arber goodly overdight^ 
In which Jhe often us* d from opeti heat 
Herfelfetojhrowdj and pleafures to entreats 
Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 
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With braundies broad difpredd and body 

great, 
Clothed with leaves, that pone tibe wood 

mote fee, 
And loaden all with fruit as itnck as it might 

bee. 

LIV. 

Their fruit were golden apples gUftring bright. 

With braunches broad difpredd and body great ^ 
Clothed with leaves y that none the loood motefeCf 
And loaden all with fruit as thick as it knight bee. 
Their fruit were golden apples &c.] This tnytho* 
logy is drawn from Claudian. Pluto confoles Prrferpmc witfar 
thefe proinifes, Rapt, Prof^ L. ii. 290. 

" - ■ " Nee moUia defunt 

*^ Prata tibi: zepbyris illic melioribus halant 
** Perpetui (lores, quos nee tua protulit Enna. 
'^ £ft etiam lucis arbor praedives opacis, 
^' Fulgenti Tirides ramos curvata metallo. 
**^ Hasc tibi facra datur ; fortunatumque tenebis 
'f Autumnum, etfulvis Temper ditabere pomisJ^ 
The golden fruit, and Sijilver Jiook, are afterwards offered to the 
Knightr by Mammon, as objeds of temptation, ft. 63. — Ovid 
relates, that Proferj^e would have been rellored to her mother 
CereSy had ihe not been obferved by Afcalaphus to pluck a ra- 
diant apple from a tree which grew in her garden ; die fame, t 
fuppofe, which Claudian fpeaks of in the verfes juft quoted; 
Met. V. 533. 

I ■ '** Cereri certum eft educere natam : 
'^ Non ita fata finunt ; quoniam jejunia virgo 
** Solverat, et cultis dum (implex errat in hortis 
^* Punieeum curvd decerpferat arbore pomum," 
From thefe verfes, Spenfer feems to have borrowed, and to 
have adapted ta his prefent purpofe, the notion that thefe 
golden appks were prohibited fruit. The^/ver fioole is added 
irora his own fancy « and is a new circumfiance of temp- 
NATION* His own allegorifmg invention ha^ alio feigned, 
that the plants, which grew in the Garden of Proferpine, were 
direful deadly blackt. Sec. Whereas Claudifin defcribes this 
garden as tilled ^ith flowers more beautiful than thefe of 
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\ That goodly was thieir glory to behold ; 
On earth like never grew, ne living wight 

. Like ever faw, but diey from hence irere foM ; 

For thofe, which Hercules with conqueft bold 

Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began^ 

And planted there did bring forth fruit of 

gold; 

* . ■ i • • 

4. 

£nna. Nor is he lefs attentive to the ancient fahulifls, where 
he tell^ us, that the tree of the Hefperides fprung from this 
of Proferpine ; that thefe were thrown in the way of Hippo- 
manes and Atalaota, ft. 54$ and that thofe;, with which Aeon- 
tins won Cydippe, and which Ate flung among the gods, were 
gathered from Proferpine's tree, &. 55. He adds, that the 
branches of this tree overfpread the river Cocytus, in which 
Tantalus was plunged to the chin, and who was perpetually 
catching at its fruit. Homer relates, that many trees of de- 
licious fruit waved over the lake in which Tantalus, was placed ; 
but it does not appear from Homer, that Tantalus was fixed 
in Cocytus, but in fome lake peculiarly appropriated to his 
punifhment. Spenfer has alfo made another ufe of Cocytus; 
that the fhores of this river etenially refounded with the fhrieks 
offd^mrned ghofts, who were dooined to fuffer an everlafting 
hnmerfion in its loathfome waters. Cocytus, fays an ancient 
fable indeed, muft be paiTed, before there ^s any poifibility of 
arriving at the infernal regions; but we are not taught, that 
it was a puniihment allotted to any of the ghofts, to be thus 
plunged iq its waves; nor that this circumftance was thecaufe; 
of the ceafelefs lamentations which echoed around its banks. . 
What Spenfer has invented, and added to ancient tradition, 
conceniing Cocytus, in il. 57 > exhibits a fine image, 

T. Warton. 

LIV. 4. — ' but they from hence were fold :} That 

is, except what came from tbat<jarden. Ciiua»CH« 

With ^ little variation I would read ftoldi that is^ procured 
by ftealth. Upton. 

LIV. 6. \ great Atlas daugkterSi] By this paflage 

Milton probably had been indiiced to call the daughters of 
Hefpenifif daughters of Atlas^ in his maniiicript of Comus. 
Ben Jonfon, in one of his Maiks, had alfo mentioned the 
** (aire daughter§ of ,4iks." Toj>d< - , 
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And thofe, wiih which tV £iubci!an < ydiing 

' mnn wan > ; ' 

Swift Atalant^^ when through ctoft he her out 
, rftn. -. / •• . ■. . J .'. =;.: ! . ' , 

Ilei^e ctlfo fprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his lover trew. 
Whom he had long time fought with fruitleffe 
luit: ^ 



LiV. 8. — — th* Eubcean young man] Hip- 

pomanes was of Oncheftos, a city of Bceotia. See Ovid, Met* 
^i605. £ui&a;tt is, an ifland .near BcBotia ; fome fay, formerly 
joined to it, but afterwards by inundations and earthquakes 
rent from it, as Sicily was from Italy. But Spenfer confounds 
neigbbpu^ng ^coMn tries and' natignS) as I have mentioned 
before, Upton., 

Liy. 9» " ' ■! ■ > ' . ■ . - ' . through craft] By throwing a 
gpldea rapple aV h^r feet, (three of which fort were given him 
for this intent by Venus,) whenever (he was likely to get the 
ilart of him. Virgil fays ^he apples were gathered from the 
^rdens of the Hefperides, EcL vi. 6l . The reader may f^e the 
whole ftory in Ovid, ilfe^ X, la^. xi. Upton. 

LV. 1. Here alfojprong that goodly golden fruit 
With which Acontius got his lover irexoy 
- Whom he had long time fought with fruitlefle fmt:\ 
Obferve here a playing with found, a jingling pun ; which 
Spenfer is not fo delicately nice as to avoid, when it comes 
fairly in his way, '^ Here fprung that golden fruit with which 
Acontius got Cydippe, whom long time he fought mth fruitleffe 
fuit." As bad as this pun may appear, the great Milton has 
borrowed it, Par, L. B. ix. 647. 

" Serpent, we might have fpar'd our coming hither, 
" Fruit^fs to me, though /ria^ be here to' excefs." 

Upton. . 

LV. 2. With voidch Acontius got &c.] But it was not with 
an apple of gold that Acontius got his lover true. This feems 
our poet's own mytliology ; which he often varies and changes 
juft as he pleafes. The whole (lory of the loyes of Acontius 
and Cydippe, may be feen, elegantly told, in the Epiitles of 



'Here eke tiiat ftmous golden s^iple ^w^r 
The which emongft the godsp £gilfe Ate threw ; 
For which 1^' Idiean Ladien; di&greed, 
. Till partiall Paris dempt it Venus^ dew. 

And had of her fayre Helen for his meed. 
That many noble Greekes and Troians made to 
bleed. 

LVL 

The warlike !£lfe much wondred at this tree. 
So fayre and great, that (hadowed all the 

ground; 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee. 



Ariibenetusy (as they are named,) lifau i. ^. x i where the 
apple is called %Mnov fx^^o^ an orange, citron, or quince ; but 
this apple is there faid to be gathered from the gardens of 
Venus. The infcription, \7ntten upon the apple, was MA THN 
APTEMIN AKONTini r AMOYMAI. Cydippe took up the apt)te ^ 
and reading, Jhe fwort Jhe would marry Aconths^ without 
knowing fhe thus fwore ; being unwarily betrayed by the am-^ 
biguous infcription. See Ovid, Epi^. Her^ xx. S09« 
'' Pofhnodo nefcio qua veniife volubile malum, 
" Verba ferens dulnk infidiofa notis :" 
So I would read, and not dodisy or du&is. Uptok. 

LV. 5. The rohick emongfi the gods falfe Ate threw ;] Com- 
pare F, Q. iv. i. 19 and 22. Upton. 

LV. 6. — — — th' Idasan Ladies] He calls the three 
goddeifes, that contended^ for the prize of beauty, boldly, but 
elegantly enough, ^* Idxe^tn Ladies *' Jortin. 

He calls the Mufes and the Graces likewife Ladies, F. Q. 
i. X. 54, ii. viii. 6. Church. 

The ladies may be further gratified by Milton's adaptation 
of their title to the celebrated daughters of Hefperus, whom 
he calls *^ Ladies of the Hefperides,'' in his Par. Regained^ 
B. ii. 357. Todd. 

LV. 7* ■ dempt] Judged, or deemed, Anglo- 

Sax r (/eman. In the Ide of Mann, the civil ^W^c is diiUn* 
guifhed, to this day, by the title of the dempfter. Xodd; 
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Did ftretKh tlteiaff Iv^ wiU^out th^ Mimfoit 

bound , 

Of this great Gardin, compaft witk 9 mound : 
; :Which overThanging, they themfelifes did 
fteepe 
In a hls^cHe floods Mrhicb flow'd about it ronAd ; 
. That is the river of Gqcytus deepe, 
In which full many foules do endleiTe wayle and 
weepe. 

Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke; 
And, looking downe, faw many dami|ed 

wightes \ 

In thofe fad waves, which direfuU deadly 
ftancke, 

LVII. 2. -^ ' fare many &c.] Tbe conflrudion 

k, He faw many damned wigbts continually plunged ky cruel 
Iprights in thofe fad waves, which ftank deadly. Of is a, pre- 
pofition. And this kind of fynchyfis is frequently ufed by 
Spenfer. Uptown. 

LVII. 3. In thofe fad waces'^ lie fays, ^^ fad waves," 
alluding to the etymology of Cocytus. 'S«e Milton, Far, L» 

B,.ii. 579. 

^ " Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 

" Heard on the rueful ftream." Up^ton. 

Perhaps the epithet fad is adopted from Dante, whp calU 
Adieron " la trifia riTiera.'' ToDfit. 

Ibid. which direfull deadly JtanckCf] Per- 
haps, in faying thefe waves ftank fo direful deadly ^ he allude^ 
to the ancient vulgar opinion cofirceming the Hate of the uf»o 
ijditiated, that they lie w ^ojiCo^ in coeno. See Plato's Phado, 
ffe^. 13; And Ariftophanes, who wrote his Ffogs^ to ridicule 
the ceremonies and notions of thefe myfteries, has the fame 
e?cpreffion, ver. 145. 

' ■ ETt* BOPBOPON flroXt'V, 
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Plonged continually of cruell Iprightes, ^ 
That with their piteous cryes, and yelling 

flirightes, ' 

They made the further (hort refoundeh wide l 

Emongft the reft of thofe fame ruefull fightes, 

One curfed creature he l^ chaunce efpide. 

That drenched lay full deepe under the Garden 

■ 'fide* '/ • - - ^ ^ ' ■ • -'■ 

LVlIt. 

Deepe was he drenched to the upmpft chin, 
- Yet gaped ftill as coveting to drinke 
Of the cold liqubur which ht waded in; 
And, ftretching forth his hand, did often 

thinke , 

To reach the fruit which grew upon the 

brincke; r 

But both the fruit from hand, and flood ffoml 

mouth, . 
Did fly aback^, and made him vainely 

fwincke; 
The whiles he flierv'd with hunger, and with 
drouth 
lie daily dyde, yet never througly dyen couth. 

The Knight, him feeing labour fo in vaine, 
Afl^t whohe was, and what he meant thereby ? 

LVIL 5. — ■ fliriglites,3 Slhrichm 

See the note Qnjhrightj F. Q, vi. iv^ 2. Topd. 
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Who, groning deepe^ thus anfwerd him 

Bgaine; 
" Moft curied of all creatures tmder (kye, 
Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye ! 
Of whom high love wont whylome feafled 

bee; 



XIX. 6k Of whoin high J&ue vioni xohi/tan^ feafitd iee,] *TU 
not improbable but this reading was owing to the copy being 
blotted; Jupiter admitted Tantalus to the banquets of the 
immortals : for great and good men (till known to be otHer^ 
wife) w(}re faid to be often admitted to feaii with the gods ; fo 
P^leus^ Hercules^ &g. and likewife Ixion and Tantalus, while 
they prefer ved their characters. That Tantalus was admitted 
to tlwj banquet of Jupiter, we have the teftimonyx)f Euri- 
pides, in his Orefies, ver. 4, &c. See likewife the Schol. on 
Hom. Od. 7i, 581. Let me add Ov. Met. vi. 173. 
__— " mihi Tantalus audlor 

" Cui licuit yb/« fuperorum tangere menfas.'* 
Inftead offoli, I teetdfolitas: the librarian omitted the tliree 
laft letters " Solifa^ menfas** For manv mortals were admitted 
to the banquet of the gods; 'tis no unufmd things How eafy 
now does the eikiendation offer itfelf F . 
• " Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye ! 

" Who of high Jove wont whylome feafted bee." 
Let me add in confirmation of this emendation, the Greek 
epigram, Antholog, p. 307. 

!0vV^ h «r^iir fjMtuiftar&i c^; ilftoip, 3ro( e rijldy 
nOAAAKI nxlafiii vXticre^jbityof ^nfiarof^ 

Jupiter and the reft of the gods once were feafted by Taptalus, 
who cut ill pieces- bis fon Pelops, and lervad him up as a 
choice clifh. See Servius, Virg. Georg, iii. 7. If Spenfer 
alluded to this ftory, he would not have faid, 

" Of whom high Jove ttwfif whylome feafted be." ^ 
Some fay, that, for this impious feaft and murder of hi^ owa' 
foil, he was puniiKed in hell. But Spenfer does not allude to. 
this ftory at all, but to another ; which is, that, being ad» 
mitted to the feaft of the gods, he betrayed the* heavenly 
councils and fecrets ; he could not digeft his bappinefs,. (Uyi^ 
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Lo, hert I' now for ^wanit of foodrdoe jii^elf " 
But, if that Ihou be fuch as I tbee fee, 
Of grace I pray thee give ta eat and ckfclke* to 

' .: ..,.?• •>^ . . •■ • • 

Naj, nay, thou greedy Tantalus/' qrtoth he, 

Abide the fortune of thy prefent fate ; 
And, unto alf that live In high degVee; 
Enfaraple be of mind intemperate^ 
Tb teach them ho\*r to tife their prefentflfpte^.*! 
Then gan the cuirfed Wretcbalo^ to cfy^ / 
Accufirig higheft love and gods ingrate ; 



4( 



.u. 



Pindar very finely^ oTOJu ^«^ x«raff'i4'«> fuyaa cTJaox wl thtfac^y 
Olym. it,, 87* Wliat Hyginus relates, of Taat^los^ fpb} Ixxxii, 
coQ firms tbe emi^tid^tions, prppofed. abo^ye, j}oti3r^ of > Sp«^f 
and Ovid. ** Jupiter Taiitalo concredere fua epnfilia j^^'H^ 
erat, et;ad epulum deorvua admi^ere; q^ao^ Taot^luK a4 
homines reniinciavit. Ob id dicikur {M^iti^ros i»«qiiem misdiftiil 
fine corporis dare, ,femperque ft tire:; ,et cum ba^tum aquse 
vult fumere^ aquam recedere/' i§o jiiii puiiifhinetit ' is- ' related 
in. Horn. Od. K 581. %o Speafer,^ ^' Deepen W4$ he di^nche^ 
to the utmoft chin." Ui?TON. - , 

LIX . 9, ' " : ■ • . ffot t^ €ot mi^drml^ id m^i^ This 

is a Grecifm, ^oq kuA 410^1^11 xeu mui^. Upton. 

See the tranilatioo' of Su.Mark vi, 37>. *' Giti^yi^rihem to 

eat," Airi avTiik vfMtq foiyuK .ToDp.; 

tX^4^ — — " — ^— ^ri7i«M3i iateinpers^ Jv X)|}»ri3 A^ 

reading o^ the fecond edition, and 19 fallowed by.ey^fy Aib^ 
fequent edition, except that of Mr., Ciburdii, which r$iid% with 
Spenfer's firil editioa, " of mind more' ten^^oit [;'< ihjB iieiiiCi 
of which, in Mr. Churches, opinion,, iB, iFrom yo^tpamfi^netxt 
fel tiietn leain to be more temperate. But T^ntalu^y theeii^ 
Cxmiplib af mind intpnperaiCy that is, fttfferii];^ the pHniftu;iient 
of intempermic€f will convince the reader, T think, thai fo "petf 
Jl fpicuou^ aik emendation was made by the poet binifeli ^ 



And eke blafpheming heaven bitterly, . 
As author of uniuftice, there to let him dye. 

LXI. 

He |pokt a litk further, ^a^ ^fpyde 

Another Wretch, whofe carcasdeepewa3drent 
Within tijpe fiverii^hich the fame did hjd« : 
But both* his tenndes, moft filthy feculeiit, 
Aboy« the watei* ^mie on high extent. 
And faynd to wuih themfelves iaceffantly, 
Yet ttotbing ekttiier ^were for foch intent, 
But ratber fofw^kr itemed to the e^ ; 

Soioftjhis labour vaine and ycileinduftry. 

LXII. 

The Kiu^t, him ca^ng, aiked who he vmB ? 
; Who, lifting up bis head, him anfwerd thqsi 

** I Pilate «m, the iaMeft iudge, alas ! 

And iiiofl: uniuft ; thait, by unrighteous 
' And wicked dooiue, to lewes defpiteous 

Delivered up the Lord of Life to ^e, 

And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 

The whiles my hafudes I waiht in purity, 
[The whiles my foiile was foyld with fiawle 
iniquity.** 

LX. 9, 'there to let Jiim dye.] That is, 

to lie in et^nal punijhment ; which is called deatl^ in the Scrip- 
ture langujige. So Spenfer, F. Q. i. ix. 54. 

"** Till he fhould die Ms lajly that is, eternally.*'^ Upton, 
' EXI. 7. ^et nothing cleaner were &c.] Compare tlie rimilar 
attempt of Shakfpeare*s Lady Macbeth, A. v. S. i. Todd. 

• LXil. S. '- in pnrityi\ ^n %i^ ^ 

punty. So in P/o/. xxvi. 6. •**i'will wafh mine hands in inno' 
cehcy^^ i. e. in token of innocency. ToDD, 

H h 2 
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LXIII. 

Infinite moe tormented in like pa^ne 

He there beheld, too long here to be told : 
Ne M,^m^xol\ yould there let him long re- 

For tterrour of the torture^ manifold* 

In which the damnfd fqules be did bebcfld, 

But roughly hirn h^fp^H^ : f* Tfiou fearetuU 

Why tafeeft not of that fame fruite of ^Id ? 
life fit|»ft dowqe on that fame filver ftoole, 
To reft thy wpary perfon in ibe flmdow cook ?'* 

LXIII. a*i Ntfitt^ dimn^ <m thatfmtfilv^ Joale] MAm* 
mon tempts Sir Guvoij with the golden and {orhidien fruit ; 
which if be had gatnBred, he had' betrayed an avaifcibus dif- 
pofition. He tempts l^im likewife to ri\ ^wa on the Jilver 
ftool ; which if. he had done, he \vould have fhewn himfelf a 
lazy Knigbt, ai^d ^felerving tfee iMinilhrneit bf t'hcfe^^^ 
fitting op this 'flothful feat, See F. Q. i. v. is. '' " thefeus 
condemned to endleflfe floth by law." And Virgil, J?«, vi. 6l7' 
—. — » *f Sedet, gBtemumque fedebii 
** infelix Thefeus." - — 
Where Taubniannus has the following obfervation, " Thefeus 
cum Pirithoo ad rapiepdi^ni ProiJ^rpii|^in defcenden? Juper 
yifadam petra confedit,*' (typified in t^is Jilver feat ; the /qT" 
biddei^ feat in the myfteries ;) *^ k qii4 petr& ticet feme! ab 
Hercule avulfus fuerit, pofl mortem ts^en defiinatus ei^, ut 
in memoriam iflius rei sternum in ignefcente ifta petrd per- 
fideat," This Jilver Jloole is njentioned above, ft. 53. " And 
in the midft thereof 21, Jilver feat i'* This J?oo/e, on which it was 
unlawful to fit, our poet imaged fronri the forbidden feat ii^ 
the Eleufinean myfteries, See Meurs. Eleujin, p. 10, and the 
ingenious treatife, concerning thefe myfteries, qf War^Durton 
in hip Diving Legation of M^esj vol. i. p. i202. Oiir Knight 
has npw goiie through a kind of initiation, and pafied all the 
fiery trials ; and comes put more temperate and juH^ as filver 
tried in the fire. Upton, 
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LXIV. 

All which he did to do him deadly fall 

In frayle intemperaunce through fipfull bayt ; 

To which if he inclyned had at all, 

That dreadfuU Feend, which did belnnde him 

wayt, 
Would him have rent in thoufa^jd peecea^ 

ftrayt : 

But he was wary wife in all his way, 

And well perceived his deceiptflill fleightj 

Ne fufFred luft his fafety to betray: 

So goodly did beguile the guyler of his pray. 

Lxv: 

And now he has fo long remained theare, 
That vitell powres gan wexe both weake and 

wan 
For want of food and fleepe, which two up- 
beare, 



LXIV. 9. of his prai/,} So the firil 

edition reads, to which thofe of 1751, Upton, and Church, 
adhere. All the reft read ** ^Ae pray." Todd. 

LXV. 1. j4nd ?iow he has fo long &c.] Long attention to 
lucrative pursuits (when better principles that preferve the 
balance of the mind are not cultivated) brings on a fort of 
inteHe^lual torpor, a mental paralyfis where ftill fo much 
adivity remains, as to fuffef the ideas to circulate in a certain 
track ; but all the other faculties are among what Steele aptly 
calls the metaphorically defunR, Compare Dante, Purg, C.xix. 
** Si come V occhio noftro non s' aderfe, 
" In alto, fiflb alle cofe terrene, 
" Cosi giuftizia qui a terra il merfe. 
" Come avarizia fpenfe a ciafcun bene 
** Lo, noftro amore, onde operar perdefi, 
" Cofi ^uftizia qui ftretti ne tiene &c." Boyd. 



liike mightie pillours, this fray le life of man. 
That none without the fame enduren can : 
< For now three dayes of men were foil out- 
wrought, 
Since he this hardy enterprize began : 
Forthy great Mammon fayrely he befought 
Into the world to guyde him backe, as he bim 
brought. 

LXVL 

The g€)d, though loth^ yet was conflaraynd t* 

.&.^;.»e. then U..n.,U.„g wight 
Below the earth might fufFred be to ftay : 
So backe againe him brought to Irving light. 
But aH fo ^ne as bis enfeebled fprigbt 
Gan fucke this vitall ayre into his breft, 

" , As overcome with too exceeding might. 
The life did flit away out of her neft. 

And all his fences were with deadly fit oppreft* 

• ^ 

LX V. 4. Lih mgktie pillours^ &c.] The body is often 
palled a houfe, % temple, &c. wjiiqh wants its proper 4>illars 
to fupport it ; " our earthly houfe/' IL.Cor. v. J. Food is 
ealled the prop or pillar, in Horace Sat, ii. iii. IB^, iwhere the 
Reader at his leifare may conAilt the notes. of Dr. Beatley. 

— " Ni cibos atque 

" Ivgtns accedit (iomacho j%//tfra ruenti." 
Ingtns fult^ray a mighty prop, a mighty pillar. The very ^-« 
preffion 6f Spenfer. Upton. 

XXXIV. 1. See Page 445. Compare the Ge/ia Romanorum^ 
chap. evil. There was an image ia the city of Rome, which 
ftretched forth its right hi^nd, on the middle finger of which 
was written .STIUJCX ii£B£4 For a Jong tii^e none could 



*■ >■, 



cuNiifChTii. tu%^icRmim wJ^vms* 



iji 



underftaftA the^'nieftittiigrioC: tbis^ MjftnrlbitB itiicv^slibn; At 
length, a certaiafubtleClerkt who came to fee mis famous 
i]kMlge^!obie^red^ aa the full fhooe agdioil it, the fliadow of the 
iuiisiibod finger . op the ground at ibme dii^ance. Hd imme^ 
diately tonSf: a fpade, and bc^n to dig exa^ly on that fpot 
lie <caBie M Isaagth to a IHght of Seps which deibeaded faat 
ulKter gcouiidy and led him ' to a Mtety palacew Uereh^ 
entered a ^hallt wkece he law a king and queien fitting at taible^ 
yrith tbeir 3M»bks and a iniikitude of people^ aE clothed in 
rich ^na9nts. But no perfon fpake a word. He looked to^ 
wards one comer, where he fawapoliOied carbuncle^ which 
illiimimtted the whole ro^mw In thi^ o^ofitd corner he: per- 
ceived ihe figure of a man fiandiug, having a bended .bo3«^ 
with ■ an afrow dn'^hiis hand, as' pr^ared to ihoot. On hlk 
forehead "WHs wtiiSaeny *f I am, who am* Nothing caii eicape 
my ftroke, not eVen yonder carbuncle which ihines k> bright.^ 
The Clerk beheld all witfaittmaa^nent; and, entering a icham>- 
ber, iaw tfat moft beautiful ladios woridng at the lo^on in 
ptirple. . But all was filehce. He then entered a liable full of 
the moft ex^)el|eBt ihorfes and ailest b& touched fome/of theni, 
aad they we^e. inftai^v turned into ftone; He next furvjeyed 
all the lapartibents of thfe palace, which abounded with all 
that his^NvilbeB oonld defire. >He again, vifited the hall, and 
nciw b^gaa to refled 'how heifhouki mtorh y> *^ but," fays h^ 
'* my report of all thefe wonders will not bebelie^^,. unlefe 
I carry fiftoiediiing baisk witii me." He therdbre took fh>m 
the principal tab^e a golden cop and a golden knife, and 
placed them i tn his bofom ; wh^n the maB^ who fto<kl in the 
comer wiUi the bow, immediately fiiot at the carbuncle, which 
he ihattered into a thooiand pieces; At that inoment the hall 
became dark as night. In this darknefii not bekgstble tofind 
his wayv he remiaisDed inthefubtetrakiecnis palace, and fooii 
died a mi£erablq death. . .' ' ' 

In the MORALisATioy of this ftdry, the fteps, by wjlicih 
the Clerk defcends into the elusth, axB^ fuppofed to be the 
Paifions. The pilace, io richly dored, is the Worlid with all 
its vanities and temptations. The figure with the bow bent is 
Death, and the carbuncle is Human Life. The Clerk fuffers 
for his avarice in coveting and feizing what was not his own ; 
and no fooner has he taken the golden knife and cup, that is, 
enriched himfelf with the gp<odf q( this, world^: than he is de- 
livered up to the gloom and horrours of the grave. 

Spenfer feems to have difiantly remembered this fable, where 
the Fiend, expeding Sir Guyon will be tempted to fnatch fome 
of the treafures of the fubterraneous Hou/eof RichtJ/h vnhich 
are difplayed to his vifcw, is prepared to fatten upon him : 



a. 



47S TH£ FiLKRIE (^££KI« BOOIL tti 

** Thereat the Feend hi» gnafliing teeth did grate, 
'^ And griev'd fo long to lack his greedie pray : ScC4 
This ilory was originally invented of pope Oerbert, or SyU 
Vefter the fecond, who died in the year 1003. He was emi-* 
nently learned in the mathematical fciences, and on that ac- 
count was ilyled a magician. William of Malmeibnry is, I 
iielieve, the firfl writer now extant by whom it is recorded -: 
and he produces it partly to (how, that Gerbert was not always 
fuccefsful in thofe attempts, which he (b frequently pradifed, 
to difcover treafures hid in the earth l^ the application of the 
necromantick arts. I will tranilate Mahnelbury's narration of 
tliis fable> as it varies in fome of the circumflanc^, and has 
foroe heightenings of the fidion. ^' At Rome there was a 
brafen ilatue, extending the forefinger of the right hand ; and 
on its forehead was Mnritten Strike here. Being fufpeded to 
conceal a treafure, it had received many bniifes from the 
credulous, and ignorant, in their endeavours to ope43 it At 
length Gerbert unriddled the my fiery. At noon-day obferving 
the refiedion of the forefinger on the ground, he marked the 
fpot. At night he came to the place, vrtih ar page carrying a 
lamp. There, by a magical operation, he opened a wide paf« 
fage in the earth; through which they both dfifice|[ided, and 
;came to a vaft palace. The walls, the beanK, and the whole 
itrudure, were of gold : They faw golden images of knights 
playing at chefs, with a king And queen of gold at a banquet, 
with numerous attendants in gold, and cups of tmmenfe fize 
and value. In a recefs was a carbuncle, whofe luflre illumi* 
nated the whole palace : oppofite to which £iood a figure with 
a bended bow. As they attempted to touch fome of the rich 
furniture, all the golden images feemed to ruih upon thena. 
Gerbert was too wife to attempt this a fecond time: but the 
page was bold enough to fnatch from the table a golden knife 
of exquifite workmanihip. At that moment, all the golden 
images rofe up with a dreadful hoife ; the figure with the bow 
(hot at the carbuncle ; and«4Dtal darknefs enlued. The pag^ 
then replaced the knife; otherwife, they both would have 
iuffered a cruel death.'' T. Wartok. 



END Of TUB THIRD VOLUME. 
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